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TO    THE        /|^«8J 

R ABBIES 


OF    THE 


SYNAGOGUE^/Amfterdam. 


Gentlemen, 

I^^^M  A  M  fully  confcious  of  my 
||^JjL#  Raflmefs  in  prefuming  to 
^^^^^  offer  you  fo  defedive  a 
Tranflation  as  this  muft  appear  to 
You,  who  fo  perfectly  underftand 
the  Hebrevo  Language,  and  are  io 
H'ell  acquainted  with  its  Beauties. 

A  2  But 
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But  ill  Ccnlideration  of  my  Zeal 
and  Good-will,  I  hope  you  will 
pardon  all  its  Faults.  Such  as  it 
is,  I  make  hold  to  prefent  it  to  You, 
being  encourag'dj  however,  by  this 
one  Conlideration,  viz,  that  I  de- 
dicate it  to  You  gratis^  without 
Expedlation  of  any  Reward ;  and 
knowing,  that  what  cofts  nothing 
is  always  very  well  receiv'd,  elpecially 
by  the  If?^aelites. 

I T  would,  therefore,  be  a  Kind 
of  Injuftice  in  You,  to  cenfure  a 
Book  which  will,  from  hencefor- 
ward, make  You  known  through- 
out Eu7^ope,  'Tis  true  that  Your 
Nation  in  g;eneral  is  not  fo  cove- 
tons  of  Praife,  as  of  Pelf  But  af- 
ter all,  fince  there  happen  to  be 
three  fuch  honeft  Men  of  it,  as 
the  Writers   of  thefe  Letters^  'tis 

not 
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not  morally  impoffible  but  there 
may  be  a  fourth  in  it,  and  I  dare 
iay^  many  more. 

They  who  imagine  that  a  Man 
cannot  be  a  jfew  without  being  a 
little  knavifh  ;  and  that  IfraeliteSy 
Ufu7''ers  and  Robbers  are  fynony- 
mous  Terms,  carry  the  Point  too 
far  :  For  'tis  no  rafh  Judgment  to 
pronounce.  That  there  are  in  the 
World,  perhaps  ten  yefiiits  that  arc 
hmnble^  ten  Gafcons  that  are  modejty 
ten  Italian  Prelates  that  are  Men  of 
Ljearni77gy  ten  E?igliJJj  ones  that 
are  good  Chrijlia7is^  ten  Veitetians 
that  are  devout^  ten  Spaniards 
that  are  not  fupe?^Jlitious^  and  ten 
Sicilian  Prelates  that  can  read: 
Why  then  may  there  not  be  ten 
fuch  yev)s  as  Aaron  Monceca, 
Jacob  Brito  and  Isaac  Onis  ? 

If 
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If  Your  Nation  is  not  fo  vir- 
tuous in  general  as  fome  others,  it 
has,  however,  had  its  able  Men, 
and  its  great  Men,  as  well  as  thofe. 

Glad  that  I  can  do  more  Juftice 
than  they  who  judge  of  it  with  fo 
much  Prejudice  and  Partiality,  I 
am  very  fincerely, 


Gentlemen, 


Tour  mojl  Humble^  and 


5?f-! 


mojl  Obedient  Servant^ 


The  Tranflator  of  the 

Lettres  Juives. 


The  A  U  T  H  O  R's 


General  PREFACE 


TO    THE 


Whole    WORK. 


IF  I  had  pleas*  J^  1  might  have  fpar*d  tnyfelf  the 
Trouble  of  writing  a  General  Preface.  Thcje 
which  are  at  the  Beginning  of  the  fcveral  Voluma 
are  fiiffic'ient  to  confute  the  tnfip'id  Criticifns^  and 
child'ijh  ObjeSfions^  of  fiich  as  have  pretended,  to  cen- 
fure  me.  On  the  other  hand\  the  Approbation  ivith 
which  the  Public  has  favoured  me^  feems  to  have  made 
a  fuller  Anfwer  the  '  lefs  neceffary  ;  and  indeed^  it 
would  be  fcfme  fort  of  Difcredit  to  the  Succefs  zvhiclr 
this  JVork  has  tnet  with,  to  enter  into  the  Defence  of 
it  againji  certain  wretched  Stainers  of  Paper y  A'Icn  as 
ignorant  of  Letters  as  they  are  a  Scandal  to  civil  Soci- 
ety,  and  whofe  bafe  Reproaches  can  never  do  me  any 
Harm  with  Mankind,  tho^  they  have  been  to  the  la/f 
Degree  impudent,  and  have  invented  the  vilejl  of  Ca- 
lumnies to  render  me  odious  and  contemptible.     /  have,. 

A.  4^  therefore.^ 
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therefore  hitherto  fcorn^d  to  confute  thcm^  and  to  expofe 
their  VJllalny  to  the  View  of  all  Mankind.  But 
it  will  not  he  improper,  that,  in  one  Particular,  1 
fhould  jujl ,  prove  their  Forgery,.  Xhcy  have  had  the 
Audacioiifriefi  to  accufe  me  of  having  quitted  the  Ser- 
'vice,  for  being  a  Dcbojhee  and  a  Libertine  ;  and  this 
impudent  Calu?nny  they  have  circumjtanc' d  with  ffty 
rnfulting  Particulars.  To  Jhew  what  a  Lye  this  is, 
I  here  give  a  Copy  of  a  Certificate ;  of  which,  fuch 
as  have  a  Afind^  may  fee  the  Original  in  the  Hands 
of  the  Bookfeller^i  for  whom  thefe  Letters  art 
frinted-\. 

We,  the  underwritten  Captains  in  the  Regiment 
of  Richelieu,  do  certify  to  all  whom  it  may  concern, 
that  the  Marqjjis  d'ARGENS  fervM  as  a  Captain 
in  our  Regiment,  during  the  whole  Campaign  of 
Philipfhurg  in  1734;  ai'id  that  after  the  Campaign 
was  over,  he  quitted  the  fliid  Regiment  by.reaibn  of 
his  Infirmities,  and  a  Fall  that  dlfabled  him  from 
continuing^  in  the  Service:  And  that  he  left  it  with 
the  Confent  of  the  Duke  de  Richelieu,  and  the 
Eftecm,  and  Friendfhip  of  all  his  Comrades,  is  what 
we  certify  with  great  Plcafure. 

Sign'd  at  Mauheuge  the  1 1  th  of  March  1 738,  and 
Yeai'd  with  the  Seal  of  the  Regiment. 

Lumajour,  Major,  La  Rou%et,Comvc\zr\^:\.r\\. 

The  Chevalier  d'AriJfaCy  of  the  third  Battalion, 

La  Tour,  La  Laudcile, 

D'Argenfo7i,  Gulchcfi, 

The    Chevalier    de    Liima-  Le  Gras, 


Tour^ 


Salh 


'ja. 


Ravne,  d'Lfguille, 

T'rfon,  Mnynardy 

Ncjenn;ille,  Richebcur, 

The  Chevalier  d'Jrtignofe,  Vaugchu 

■\  Pierro  Paupie  at  Amjlerdam. 
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If  my  hafe  Slanderers  luere  capable  of  entertaining 
any  Senti?nents  of  Honour ^  would  not  they  ftnk  under 
the  Confufton  of  being  conv'itled  as  the  moft  dijhonour- - 
able  Pcrfons  living  ?  But  can  any  Rem^rfe  be  ex- 
pc^ed  in  fuch  Men  ?  This  wozdd  be  to  require  an  hn- 
pojfbiliiy.  Shame  is  no  Quality  for  Men  of  their 
Kid?icy.  I  am  frnflle  that  I  difparage  inyfdf  in 
fp ending  fo  rnany  JVords  about  them  :  But  my  Readers 
TV  ill  excife  it  -,  for  Kccejfity  has  eornpeWd  me  to  ex- 
pofe  the  ChoraBer^  Birth  and  Probity  of  thofe  Had:- 
ney-Scriblcrs^  who  haiJCy  without  any  Ccufe^  been  Itt 
loofe  againfl  me. 

'Tis  true^  that  I  ought  not  to  range  fll  my  Critics 
in  the  fame  Chfs.  Inhere  are  fojne  who  have  writ 
with  more  Caution^  tho'*  if  one  ^uere  to  expunge  all 
ihat^s  invcoJive  out  of  their  IVorks^  above  one  Half 
would  be  fupprejVd.  I  cannot  h.dp  fmiling,  when  1 
confidcr  vjhat  vain  E forts  have  been  made  by  five  or 
f.x  diminutive  Authors^  to  fop  the  Currency  of  thrfe 
Letters.  The  eager  and  great  Demand  for  than  fecnn 
to  have  rais\l  their  Cholcr.  JVeary  of  employing 
cpcn  Fcrce^  they  have  had  recourfe  to  Cumiing  ;  and^ 
finding  that  their  miferable  Criticifms  were  jftly 
dejpis'd  by  the  Public,  they  have  in  fome  fort  flA'licr" d 
thcmf elves  under  the  Names  of  the  truly  Learned^ 
tho'*  they  have  been  Fcc-ls  for  their  Pains,  fince  the 
Mifchief  ivhich  they  aini  d  to  do  7ne  has  procurd 
me  ??iGre  fubflantial  Honour  than  I  could  have  ex- 
pe^ed. 

Some  time  ago,  there  came  out  a  very  dull  Rhapfody 
againjl  this  Work,  in  that  caWd  Bibliotheque  Ger- 
man i  que  ;  upon  which  the  illujlrious  and  learned  M, 
de  Beaufobre,  whofe  Merit  is  as  7?mch  rcfpe^ed  as 
his  vaft  Fund  of  Knovjledge  and  Learning  is  ad?nir'd 
by  ^//Europe,  did  me  ths  Favour  to  fend  ine  the  fol- 
loxving  Letter, 

S  I  R, 


-T  P  R  E  F  A  C  E. 

Iwas  very  much  furprlz'd  and  mortify *d  to  find 
a  Letter  in  the  Xlth  Tome  of  the  Bibliotheque 
Germanique^  by  way  of  Criticifm  on  one  of  your 
Lettres  Juives.  As  it  is  well  known  that  I  have  a 
Hand  in  that  Journal,  you  might  be  apt  to  imagine. 
Sir,  that  I  was  alfo  concern'd  in  the  Publication 
of  that  Letter :  Therefore,  I  am  oblig'd  to  ac- 
quaint you  that  this  Piece  was  foifted  into  the  Bi- 
hliotheque  without  my  Knowledge.  The  long  Illnefs 
1  have  had  ever  fmce  the  Beginning  of  the  laft  Au- 
tumn, has  prevented  me  from  giving  any  Attention 
to  the  Journal,  fo  that  I  only  fent  to  it  the  IXth 
Section  of  the  Anfwer  to  the  Journalifts  de  Trevoux^ 
without  troubling  myfelf  with  any  thing  more.  If 
I  had  any  Obfervations  to  make  upon  your  Works^ 
I  would  communicate  them  to  you,  Sir,  to  make 
what  Ufe  of  them  you  thought  fit.  Thefe  are  the 
Regards  juftly  due  to  an  Author,  who,  like  you, 
has  Wit  at  Will,  and  to  whom  the  Public  is  oblig'd 
for  Compofitions  that  are  perfeilly  entertaining  and 
inftruclive.  Continue,  Sir,  to  merit  the  Efteem  of 
Men  of  Honour  that  have  a  right  Notion  of  Truth 
and  Elegance.     You  have  acquir'd  all  mine,  Is^c* 

Berlin^   Feb.  1 5, 

1738.  DeBEAUSOBRE. 


How  much  rjblig'd  am  I  to  the  XJnderJirapper  who 
eaus'd  that  Piece  to  he  inferted  in  the  Bibliotheque 
Germanique,  wherein  he  pretended  to  run  down  my 
IVorks^  fmce  it  procures  me  ivhat  I  ftjould  have 
thought  nothing  too  dear  to  purchafe  !  Havings  for 
a  lofig  time  confider'd  M.  de  Beaufobre  as  a  Man  of 

tht 
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the  mojl  capacious  and  folid  Genius  in  Europe,  I  al- 
ways thought  his  Ejieem  of  infinite  Value  ;  but  per- 
haps I  Jhould  never  have  known  the  Extent  of  his 
Complaifance  for  my  weak  Talents^  had  it  not  been  for 
my  Critic.  I  mujl  own^  that  if  ever  I  had  any  Tinc- 
ture of  Vain-glory^  it  was  at  the  firfl  Reading  of  his 
Letter,  But  this  is  a  Vanity  very  exatfahle\  and  if 
Boileau  put  fuch  a  Value  upon  the  Letter  ivhich 
M.  Arnaud  wrote  to  him^  that  he  ivas  %villing  to 
have  it  engraved  upon  his  Tomh^  zi<hat  Pleafure  ought 
I  not  to  feel  in  that  of  M,  de  Beaufobre,  a 
Divine  as  great  as  Arnaud,  a  Critic  as  learned  as 
Bayle,  and  an  Hijhrian  as  fmcere  and  correct  as 
Thuanus!  Infjort^  one  fingle  Talent  of  his  is  fuffi^ 
cient  to  form  a  great  Man.  I  would  fain  know 
what  Mortal  could  he  infenfihle  of  the  Approbation 
of  a  Perfonage  fo  illujlrious  and  fo  refpeSfed^  not 
only  in  the  Republic  of  Letters ^  but  by  all  Men  of 
Worth  and  Judgment.  May  all  the  Novices  of 
ParnafTus  write  more  Rhapfcdies  againjl  ?fie  than 
Pradon  and  Bonecorfe  ever  wrote  againfi  Boileau, 
provided  the  XJneafmefs  they  may  give  me  for  a 
little  while  is  repair'' d  by  a  never-dying  Fame  !  Here- 
after I  Jhould  think  myfelf  unworthy  of  the  Honour 
which  I  have  receiv^d^  if  I  gave  the  leaji  Heed  to 
People  fo  fcoUJh  and  ridiculous.^  and  upon  whom  I 
cannot  take  a  fweeter  Revenge  than  by  /hewing  a  hearty 
Qontempt  for  them. 

In  this  Clafs  I  place  the  Joimialifls  de  Trevoux, 
whcfe  Dijhonejly  is  known  to  all  the  TVorld.  IVhat 
Good  can  cm  poffibly  expeSf  from  three  Jefuits 
charged  by  their  Order  to  defend  all  the  Iniquities  of 
the  Society  P  If  they  look  into  their  own  Brcafls^ 
they  mujl  fay  they  have  neither  Honour  nor  Probity. 
This   is   what  has  been  proved  upon   tljem   over  and 

cver'f 


xii  PREFACE. 

over\  hut  nothing  could  ever  make  the  Forehead  of 
a  JcTuit  hlnfij^  except  his  Mortification  that  he  is 
not  able  to  hurt  his  Enemies :  Confequently  there' s 
no  Lye  vjhich  thofe  'Jouryialijis  clon^t  invent^  no 
Knavery  to  which  they  have  7iot  rccoiirje  for  car-- 
rying  their  Point.  I  Jhall  not  here  return  any  An-  . 
fwer  to  their  coarfe  InveSlives  againjl  me^  but  re-- 
fer  ?jiy  Readers  to  the  Preface  of  my  \th  Volume^ 
and  to  the  Letter  wherein  they  are  mentioned  in 
the  2d  f .  Li  both  thefe  Places  the  Reader  will 
find  Matter  whereon  to  ground  his  fudgment  of  the 
Divinity  of  thofe  Reverend  Fathers  who  have  had 
the  Impudence  to  accufe  me  of  Deifn ;  becaufe 
while  I  was  expofing  certain  Frauds  of  the  Friars 
to     Ridicule y    I  likewife  pafs^d  a  Joke    upon  their 


own» 


Qnoi  \   L'Etat  de  Jefidts  t9i  il  fi  glorieux, 
Qii'on  ne  puifTeen  parler  fans  ofFenfer  des  Deux? 
i.  e. 
Is  there  due  to  the  Jefuits 

So  much  Veneration^ 
That  they  cannot  he  nanid 
Without  God's  Indignation  ? 

Well  might  one  of  our  befl  IVriters  fay^  *  Such  are 
the  Times  noiu^  that  if  you  fall  upon  any  Monk  of 
an  Author  luho  has  Inter  eft  at  Courts  or  Credit 
with  the  Magiflrates,  he  is  fure  of  obtaining  Let- 
tres  de  Cachet,  or  Arrets.,  to  fentence  you  to  Ba^ 
nijlment^  as  if  it  was  a  ^larrel  of  State  or  Reli- 

■[  Letter  XLIL 

'  gion. 
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*  gion.     Qiiafi  illud  Rcfpublica  eflet  *.'  I  hove  found 
this  true  by  Experience ;    and  the  Bigots    and  Friars 
have  left   no    Stone    unturned    to    incejife    the    whole 
World  againji  me.     But  if  they  knew  how   I  laugh 
at  and  defpife  their  feeble  Alalics^    they  would  ceafe 
their  vain  Clamour.      Being  a  Philofopher^  much  inore 
by  Conflitution  than   by   Study ^    nothing  can  give  me 
■any  Unccfmcfs  but  the     fecret    Stings   of  Confcience, 
Now  there  is  no  Principle^    no  A^laxim  in  the  Lcttres 
Juives,  but  zvl.vit  I  am  frmly  perfuaded  is  very  agree- 
able to  the   Rules  of  Honour  and  Probity^     and  be- 
coming  -an  honeji  and  a  Virtuous   Subject.      TJjat  Sub- 
miffion  which  is  due  to  the  Powers  that  God  has  ft 
vver  us^  appears  almojl   in    every  Page^  and  the  Re- 
fpelf  for  the  very  Perfons  of  Sovereigns  is  JhenuouJIv 
inforc'd.       All  the   moral  ^alities  are  ihcrein   dif- 
played  in  their  full   Lujlre^    and  ?ny  Se?itiments  are 
jujiiffd  by  the  Approbation  of  the  Public  who  judge 
without  Paffion, 

The  Inve^ives  of  the  Bigots  have  made  fo  Uttlc 
Imprcffion  upon  Perfons  of  Honour  and  Rank ^  that  fe- 
veral  Monarchs  have  fent  to  affure  me  of  their  Pro- 
t£^ion^  if  I  had  a  mind  to  retire  into  their  Do7ni- 
nions.  'Tis  hardly  three  Months  fmcc  one  of  the  mofi 
illujlrious  and  ?noj}  venera'ule  and  amJable  Princes  in 
Germany,  the  Brother  of  a  great  King^  whofe  Vir^ 
iues  are  as  tranfcendant  as  his  Birth ^  made  anfwer 
to  a  P  erf  on  of  DiJiinStion^  who  had  writ  to  him  upon 
my  Account^  that  if  I  had  any  Thoughts  of  fettling 
in  his  Country^  I  fhould  enjoy  his  ProtecStion  there  in 
its  fullcft  Extent.  My  Health  did  not  permit  tne  to 
he  fo  happy  as  to  go  and  thank  hitn  for  his  Favours 

*  Amelot  de  la  Houffaie'  £  Annals  of  Tacitus,  lib.  iv. 
p.  288.  Political  Keiie<^oiis. 

bvt 
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but  ohlig^d  me  to  fettle  in  another  CUtnate ;  mean  time^ 
where-ever  I  go,  I  defy  the  Hatred  of  the  Hypocrites^ 
Bigots,  and  indeed  of  all  ?ny  Enemies,  whom  I  there- 
fore  advife  to  he  quiet^  and  not  to  torment  tbe?nfelves 
to  no  purpofe, 

I  think  what  I  have  now  faid  is  fuffcient  for  my 
yujlification  ',  which  how  tedious  foever  it  may  feem  to 
the  Readers,  they  will  perceive  it  was  necejfary.  TI?e 
more  Favour  they  have  jhewn  to  my  Works,  the 
greater  Hopes  I  have  of  feeing  them  tranfmitted  to 
Pojierity,  by  Confequence  therefore  I  ought  to  clear 
fnyfelf  of  the  Calumnies  laid  to  the  Charge  of  their 
Author,  it  being  impojjible  for  the  Reader  to  have  a 
true  relijh  for  a  Book  whofe  Writer  is  not  a  Pcrfon  in 
Credit* 

But  how  kindly  foever  the  Public  has  received  this 
Piece,  I  am  far  from  thinking  it  a  faultlefs  one.     If 
there    be    any  thing   in    it    more    commendable    than 
ether,    and  which   dijVmguiJlm  it  from  mofi  of   the 
modern  Performances,    'tis  the  bold  Jppearance  thai 
Truth  makes  in  it.     I  have  not  been  afraid  to  declare 
my    Sentiments   bluntly   of  all  the    Abufes   which    I 
thought  deJiruSlive  of  Society :    I  have  not  only  con- 
demned Superjlition,  Fanaticifm,  Hypocrify,  and  Kna- 
very \    but  have  taken    off  the  Majk  from  fuch  as 
craftily  make  thofe  Vices  their  Tools  to  attain  to  their 
own  Ends,  and  zvho  facrifice  the  Welfare  and  Hap- 
pinefs  of  the  Public  to  their  private  Interefh     That\ 
the  Provocation  which  has  raised  me  fuch  a  Number 
of  Efiemies:   Hinc  prima  mali  Labes.     But  was  it 
to  increafe  every  Day,    7iothing   can  force  me  to  he. 
wanting  in  the  Refpe^  which  I  owe  to  my  Country- 
men.    The   only  Motive    of  my  Writing   was  to  hi 
zcfeful  to  them.     Ought  I  then  to  Imve  difguis'd  the. 

Truth? 
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Truth?  I  have  declared  it  boldly y    and  will  always 
/peak  my  Mind, 

Et  fi  fra(5lus  illabatur  Orbis, 
Impavidum  ferient  Ruinae. 

Hor,  Lib.  III.  Od.  3*. 

After  alU  I  a?n  ohli^d^  loth  as  a  Gentleman  and 
a  Philofopher^  to  confefs  that  I  had  no  Intention  to 
dijgujl  the  Baron  de  Pollnitz,  by  taking  No* 
tice  as  1  did,  in  my  Dedication  to  the  fecond  Volume^ 
that  he  had  been  an  Abbe,  I  thought  he  would^ 
take  it  only  as  a  Joke^  but  I  have  heard  the  con- 
trary ;  and  as  I  have  all  due  Refpi^  for  the  Birth 
and  Merit  of  the  Baron  de  Pollnitz,  I  am 
very  glad  to  make  this  public  Acknowledgment  that 
no  body  is  more  convinc  d  than  myfelf  how  worthy 
he  is  of  the  Ejleem  of  all  Men  of  Honour,  For  my 
ewn  part,  I  have  particular  Obligations  to  him 
which  I  ought  never  to  forget',  a?id  fo  have  my 
Readers^  who,  but  for  him,  perhaps  would  never 
have  had  the  Lettres  Julves ;  hecaufe  he  was  the 
A^an  that  pacify* d  the  Governor  of  Rome  and  ether 
Priejlsy  who  were  very  much  exafperated  againjl  me, 
and  two  very  honeji  good-natured  Swlfs  Gentlemen, 
for  talking  too  freely  of  the  Papers  Slippers  and  the 
Miracles  of  St,  James  Shake-hoife.  There  was  not 
a  Perfon  of  ^ality  at  Rome  but  wlyat  tvas  fond 
of  the  Baron  de  Pollnitz.  The  Pope  alfo  gave 
him  an  Apartment  in  his  Palace  -,  and  I  have  feen  him 

*  Should  Nature  with  Convulfions  (hake. 

Struck  with  the  fiery  Bolts  of  fove. 
The  final  Doom,  and  dreadful  Crack, 

Cannot  my  conflant  Courage  move. 

^ranjlatedly  Mr.  Creech, 

very 
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very  often  at  Monte-Cavallo,  where  his  Holinefs 
refidts  *.  I  do  this  German  Nobleman  the  Jujitee 
that  he  deferves^  with  the  more  Fleafure^  hecaufe  I 
have  the  Sati^sfa^ion  to  think ^  that  no  other  private 
Perfon  can  complain  of  me^  and  am  fire  that  tho*  I 
blame  the  Faults  f  Men^  I  have  avoided^  as  much  as 
pojfible^  to  enter  into  P erf onalities^  which  are  odious 
and  difgufling. 

*  This  is  the  Gentleman  who  wrote  thofe  Memoirs 
of  the  chief  Courts  and  Cities  of  Europe,  in  four  Vo- 
lumes J  which  were  lately  tranllated  for  D.  Broivfte,  and 
dedicated  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Hard- 
wjCKE,  the  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  Great  Britahi. 
Its  Author,  who  was  well  efteem'd  by  the  late  King  of 
Prujfia,  has  the  Happinefs  alfo  to  be  a  Favourite  with 
his  prefent  Majeily  ;  who  has  left  it  to  him  to  regulate 
the  Funeral  Obfequies  of  his  Royal  Father,  and  has  ap- 
pointed him  Majler  of  the  Ceremonies  at  his  Court. 

Remark  ly  the  Tranjlator. 
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LETTER    LXXXI. 

Froj?i  Isaac    On  is,    a  Caraile    at  Cairo, 
■    to   Aaron   M  o  n  c  e  c  a  ,  nt  Fai  is. 


Shill  now  endeavour  to  give  thee  a  mo'c 
clear  and  reguliir  Account  than  I  did  in  my 
laft  of  thofe  antient  Inhabitants  of  JE'gypt  thi 
Copies,  This  People  embrace  the  Doctrine  ol 
one  Eutyches^  Vvdio  is  by  the  European  Nazarcr.ri 
reckon'd  a  famous  Arch-heretic.  They  are  wretch- 
edly poor,  and  all  that  are  left  of  'em,  who  are  Hill 
pretty  numero'.i?,  have  nothing  to  rubfifi:  on  but  the 
Regi(i-ers  they  keep  of  all  the  arable  l/mds,  which 
is  a  Privilege  they  retain,  ?.nd  have  always  claim'd, 
on  account  of  their  Antiquity ;  fo  that  there's  hardly 
a  Landholder  in  Turk\\  b  it  has  a  Coptic  Writer, 
who  keeps  a  particular  Regifter  of  iiU  the  Lands  he 
ooFeTes. 

Vol.  m.  B  Ttx 
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The  European  Nazarenes^  at  this  Place,  fay,  that 
the  Copies  are  the  moft  ftupid  People  in  the  World, 
and  the  moft  obftinate  in  their  Error.  But  I  muft 
tell  thee,  that  I  have  talk'd  with  many  of 'em,  and 
don't  find,  that  they  are  more  attach'd  than  all  other 
Men  are,  to  the  Opinions  they  have  fuck'd  with 
their  Milk.  I  know  not  with  what  Propriety 
an  European  Nazarene  can  charge  a  Coptic  Naza- 
rcne  with  Obftinacy.  For  they  have  both  the  fame 
Failing,  or  the  fame  Virtue,  call  it  which  thou  wilt, 
bccaufe  they  have  both  the  fame  Fondnefs  for  the 
Prejudices  which  they  were  born  with.  The 
Europeans  upbraid  the  Copies  for  adhering  blindly  to 
their  aniient  Cujloms^  which  they  call  Canons,  and 
for  Jetting  up  the  Opinions  of  their  Bijhops  and 
their  Priejls^  as  the  only  Rules  of  their  Faith  and 
Pra5lice.  Is  not  this  the  Sentiment  alfo  of  all  the 
Nazarenes?  When  their  Pontiffs  have  made  a  De- 
cifion,  do  they  not  implicitly  fubmit  to  It?  Do 
they  not  own,  that  'tis  not  lawful  for  them  to  difpute 
the  Validity  of  the  Decifions  of  thofe  AfTemblies 
which  they  call  Councils?  Why  fhould  they  pre- 
tend to  require  from  the  Copies  what  they  don't 
pra6life  thcmfelves?  For  what  Reafon  is  an  Egyp- 
tian more  oblig'd  to  doubt  of  the  Decifion  of  his 
Pontiff,  and  to  examine  it  before  h^  believes  it,  than 
a  Nazarene? 

It  cannot  be  dcny'd,  that  in  all  Religions  there 
-are  honeft  Men.  A  Nazarene  thinks,  that  his 
Religion  does  not  permit  him  to  examine  it,  and 
to  judge  of  it  by  Reafon.  The  Copte  is  in  the 
very  fame  Way  of  Thinking,  and  is  as  much  con- 
vinc'd  of  the  Learning  and  Candor  of  his  Pontiffs, 
as  the  Nazarene  is  of  his.  They  ought  therefore, 
according  to  their  own  Principles,  to  keep  both  to 
their  refpedlive  Creeds,  without  examining  or  dif- 
puting  them  j  and  'tis  ridiculous  for  either  of  the  two 

to 
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to  require  of  the  other  what  he  condemns  hlmfelf. 

This  is,  in  my  Opinion,  the  grofleft  Error  in  the 
Nazarene  Pop'ijh  Religion.  Reafon,  and  the  Light 
of  Nature,  which  are  the  Gifts  of  Heaven  for  Men 
to  walk  by,  become  of  no  Service  to  them,  h.% 
foon  as  a  PontifT  has  declared  his  Opinion,  all  is 
over,  there's  an  End  of  the  Difpute:  People  are  not 
allowed  to  examine  what  appears  fom.etimcs  no- 
torioufly  repugnant  to  good  Senfe,  and  they  have 
nothing  to  do  but  to  fubmit. 

The  Nazarenes  are  fully  fcnfible   of  the  Ridicu- 
loufnefs  of  this  Conduct ;   they  tax  People  who  arc 
tainted  with  this  Prejudice,  with  Stupidity  and  Ob- 
ftinacy;  and   are  fo  blind,  that  they  don't  confider, 
that  all  the  Reproaches  and  Arguments  which  they 
employ  againft  their  Advcrfaries,  are  fo  many  vVea'- 
pons  which   they  furni/h   them  with  againft   them- 
felves.     They  take  it  ill,   that  the  Copies  (hoald  plead 
the  Example  of  their  Anceftors,   to  authorize  cer- 
tain Cuftoms.      Are  wc^    fay  thofe  People,    ivifer 
than    our  Ancejlcrs?     They   hcliev^l  as  we  believe  \ 
why  jl^ould  not  ive  imitate  them  *  ?  The  AdiJJionarics^ 
tht  Jefuiis^  and  the  iV^z^;^??*?  Friars,  complain  very 
much  of  fuch  Talk,  and  call  it  the  lail  Refuge  of  Ig- 
norance.     Nothings  fay  they,  can  force  this  hitrench- 
mcnt  caji  up  by  Qhjlinacy.       ""Tis  a  Buckler^     which 
the  kccneft  Arrows  of  Reafoning  cannot  pcnetr-ati. 

I  would  fciin  afk  thofe  Miffionaries^  upon  what 
they  ground  almoll  all  their  Cuftoms  and  Ceremonies, 
They  would  not  fail  to  quote  Tradition  to  me,  of 
which  none  make  more  ufe  than  the  Nazarene 
Papifls.  'Tis  their  great  War-horfe,  and  by  means 
of  this  they  get  out  of  all  Difficulties,  o^  which 
there's  none  (o  bad  -but  may  eaiily  be  folv'd  by  the 
Help  of  Tradition.      How  unjufl  is  it  for  Men  to 

.*  Mti//eth  Relation  cf  Egypt,  Part  ii.  p.  63. 
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go  to  deprive  others  of  Privileges,  which  they  To 
bountiluliy  grant  to  themfeK'es !  What!  fhall  it  be 
lawful  in  Europe  to  authorize  a  Cuftom,  nay  to 
confecrate  it,  how  ridiculous  foever,  as  foon  as  'tis 
approv'd  by  the  Antients?  and  fhall  the  fame  way 
of  Thinking  be  prohibited  in  Africa^  on  Pain  of  be- 
ing cenfur'd  as  ftupid  and  headitrcng?  If  iwy  Man 
can  fliew  me  a  Reai'on  for  this  Prejudice,  1  am  ready 
to  embrace  the  Opinion  of  the  Nazarcnes:,  but  'till 
then  I  pity  both  th.em  and  the  Coptes  for  their  Elind- 
nefs;  nay,  1  think  the  Europeans  the  more  contempti- 
ble, becaufe  thty  ai'e  not  a  jot  the  wifcr  thcmfelves 
for  the  Ridicuioufncfs  which  they  perceive  in  the 
Opinions  of  the  others. 

'Tis  however  certain,  dear  Monceca^  that  the 
Coptes  are  a  forry  People.  They  often  make  a 
J'candalous  Traffic  of  their  Religion,  and  for  a  fmall 
Sum  of  Money  feveral  of  'em  wiJl  enter  into  the 
Nazarene  Communion,  and  abandon  it  as  foon  as 
their  Intereit  and  Plopes  begin  to  fail.  They  have 
a  Proverb  amono;  them  which  fays,  Mafhis  Fcllou^- 
Maph'is  ^uemjfe^  *  z.  e.  No  Money,  no  Church, 
fo  tnat  the  Converfions  of  the  Copies  are  upon  the 
fame  footing  as  the  Service  o{i\\Q^%vitzers  yNo  Ildoney^ 
no  Siiifs.  It  ligniiics  nothing  to  tell  them,  that  they 
are  going  to  plunge  themfelves  again  in  Herefy ; 
they  return  quietly  to  their  antient  Church,  and 
give  no  other  Reafon  for  what  they  do,  but  that  they 
pray'd  in  the  Kointjh  Way  as  long  as  they  were  paid 
for  it,  and  that  more  than  this  they  wcfc  notoblig'd 
to.  'Judge  thou  from  hence  of  the  Fruit  and  Pro- 
grefs  of  thofe  Millions,  fo  much  boafted  in  Europe, 
All  the  Franks  that  are  here  own,  that  never  v/as 
there  a  Copte  who  dy'd  out  of  his  own  Religion, 
iind  that  fooner  or  later  they  all  return  to  it.  Nay, 
*ti5  ridiculous  to  think  that  it  can  happen  otherwife, 
Malkt,  p.  109. 

CCR- 
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confiderlng  the  Hatred  and  Contempt  which  they 
have  for  the  Faith  of  the  Eurcpeayt  Nazarcnes  j  for 
from  their  Infancy  they  arc  cntertainM  with  no  Dif- 
courfe,  but  what  is  for  the  Difadvantagc  of  the  Re- 
ligions that  are  contrary  to  their  own;  tl^.ey  arc 
infpired  with  a  I/atred  to  all  foreign  Opinions ;  and 
'tis  impoffible  for  them  ever  to  conquer  thole  Pre- 
judices. 

In  Europe  thereare  Ways  of  enliglitcning  the  Minv' , 
the  Sciences  are  of  very  great  Service  to  free  Reafon 
from  the  Fetters  that  keep  it  in  Captivity.  By- 
fludying,  Men  are  taught  to  doubt;  and  Doubting-,; 
naturally  leads  to  a  Search  after  Truth.  In  E;::\pt 
profound  Ignorance  gives  new  Force  to  Pr;  jiidices, 
and  renders  them  even  invincible:  And,  as  Suj-ei- 
flition  and  Ignorance  always  go  together,  the  nioil 
ridiculous  Fables,  and  the  mofl  wiiimfical  Cuftoms,- 
pafs  with  thofc  blind  People  for  Miracles. 

I'he  Copies y  as  well  as  the  Ndzore?!es^  believe, 
that  their  Priefts,  by  pronouncing  certaii'i  Word-?, 
have  a  Power  to  wipe  out  all  Sins;  but  they  don'i. 
like  the  others,  make  a  particular  ConfjfHon  of 
their  Faults  to  their  Priefts,  and  onlv  accufe  them- 
felves  in  general  of  the  Sins  thay  have  committed, 
in  Thought,  Word  and  Deed.  'Flicn  the  Priefh 
pronounces  this  Word,  AUahiermnae'^  \  and  the  Ce- 
remony is  over,  on  paying  a  fmall  Sum  of  Money, 
by  the  Perfon  who  is  cleans'd  from  all  Sin,  to  him 
who  did  him  that  Service.  The  Ccptk  Priefrs  arc 
as  covetous  and  fclfifh  as  the  European  Monks;  f« 
that  Avarice  feems  to  be  a  Vice  infeparably  attached 
to  that  Proteifion. 

The  Copies  faft  very  auflerely,  and  in  the  fam«^ 
manner  as  we  do,  and  eat  but  once  in  the  Day, 
viz.  at  Sun-fet.  There  arc  Images  in  their  Chur- 
ches,   but  they  pay  them  no  Worfhip,    and  only 

*  This  Word  fienifies,  C:d pardon  thee, 
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]pok  upon  them  ,as  Mounments  of  Things  paft. 
i  mufl  own  to  thee,  that  I  don't  condemn  Images, 
fo  long  as  no  other  Ufe  is  made  of  *em*.  God, 
in  his  Law,  has  only  forbad  us  to  pay  them  that 
Worfhip  which  tends  to  Idolatry  f  ;  fo  far  was  he 
from  excluding  them  out  of  private  Houfes,  that 
he  permitted  them  to  be  plac'd  in  the  Temple,  and 
even  in  the  Sandluary ;  for  two  Cherubims  were 
y^lac'd  there  upon  the  Ark§. 

Images  are  fpeaking  Characters,  which  reprefent 
to  our  Eyes  the  Events  of  paft  Ages,  or  thofe  of 
cur  own.     I  don't  think  that  the  Ufe  of  godly  Books 

*  I  defire  the  Readers  ferioufly  to  confider,  if  the 
Enemies  oi  Aaron  Monceca  have  done  Juftice  to  that  'Je^^.v^ 
in  charging  him  with  being  an  Icoiiolajiesy  and  a  furious 
Adverfary  of  Images. 

f  The  Fathers  of  the  Churchy  who  have  maintained 
the  Worfhip  of  Images,  plead  the  Figures  that  were, 
plac'd  in  the  Temple  for  their  Authority.  Neverthelefs, 
one  Difficulty  flili  remains,  which  their  Adverfaries  ob- 
jeft  to  them,  nji%.  That  never  was  any  Worlhip  paid  to- 
thofe  Figures. 

§  Johyi  Da7nafcenuSy  in  his  Defence  of  Images^  has  not 
forgot  this  Particular:  ^id  autem  dicisy  Arcam  illam,. 
Urnaniy  Fropittarhiniy  non  fnanibus  effe  affair  &  confeSIa  ? 
Non  effe  opera  tr.anuum  ho?ninii7n  ?  Non  titi  cenfeSy  ex  igno"- 
tniniofu  et  afp-'rnahili  rnateria  exfculpta  funt ?  ^uid  autem 
Tabemaculum  illud  cmne?  Nonne  imago  erat?  Nonneum-^ 
ira  et  exemplar?  i,  e.  Say'ft  thou  that  the  Ark,  the  Urn,, 
the  ?»lercy-feat,  are  not  the  curious  Workmanfliip  of  the 
Hand  of  Man  >  Doft  thou  think  that  they  are  not  carv'd 
out  of  ignominious  and  contemptible  Matter?  And  w"hat 
was  that  whole  Tabernacle?  Was  it  not  an  Image.?' 
W^is  it  not  a  Shadow  and  a  Copy  ?  John  Damafcenus,^ 
Apologetic,  pro  Venerat  fan^lar.  Imagitumiy  lib.  iii.  p.  j^, 
TiiC  fame  Father  had  juft  faid  a  little  before,  Jubet  autenu 
(Dcus)ut  exfculpant  fmilitiidincni  CherubiM ;  and  God- 
,'i,Qmmar.ds   that  they  carve  the  Figure  of  a.  Cherubim. 

will. 
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will  ever  becondemn'd,  cr  that  they  will  be  banifh'J 
out  of  Churches  :  So  long  as  a  Pi6iL:re  is  confider'd 
as  a  Book,  and  only  ferves  to  edlf;/  the  jMind,  by 
recalling  the  A6cions  of  illuftrious  and  pious  Men 
to  it's  Remembrance,  the  Ufe  of  them  can't  but  bt; 
good.  There  are  a  great  mc.ny  Naza re yirs  who  can't 
read,  and  wou'd  be  ignorant  of  many  pious  Pafiagts, 
that  tend  to  edify  them,  were  it  not  for  PitSlures  and 
Images,  which  are  the  Books  of  the  Ignorant.  I  can- 
not, therefore,  approve  of  the  furious  Zeal  of  msny 
People,  who,  out  of  Devotion,  have  demol'.n-j'd  and 
broke  in  Pieces  thofc  Monuments  of  Sculpture  aiul 
Painting,  which  arc  worthy  of  the  Admiration  of 
all  good  Judges.  In  my  Travels  to  Iliingriry^  and 
fome  Northern  Countries,  I  have  fecn  the  fad  Et- 
fcjcSts  of  this  Hatred  of  Images.  *Tis  true,  that  this 
Fury,  which  had  a  Tendency  to  renew  the  Barba- 
rity of  the  Goths^  is  intirely  at  an  End.  I'he  Na- 
Zarenes^  who,  at  this  Day,  exclude  Images  from 
their  Temples,  only  condemn  the  Worfliip  that  \^ 
paid  to  them,  and  only  fcparate  them  from  the  Ce- 
remonies of  their  Religion,  for  fear  that  the  Vulgar, 
who  are  fo  inclinable  to  Superflition,  fliou'd  become 
idolatrous  without  thinking  it. 

'Tis  very  certain,  that  there  are  fome  Niizatfne 
Papift3  who  don't  worfhip  Images  ;  and  tliink  tliat 
they  are  commanded  bv  their  Religion,  to  confidcr 
them  only  as  Things  that  ought  to  excite  them  to 
Piety,  by  the  Ideas  which  they  prefent  to  their 
Imagination.  But,  'tis  altogether  as  certain,  that 
they  are  only  People  of  the  beft  Education  that 
keep  within  thofe  jull  Bounds;  fof  the  Vulgar  are 
excefiively  prone  to  Idolatry,  cfpccially  they  who 
arc  fo  ftupid  that  they  can't  difcinguifli  meer  Vene- 
ration from  Wordiip.  There  are  fome  Boers,  who 
wou'd  fufter  themfclvcs  to  be  cut  in  Pieces  for  th.e 
fake  of  a  W^oodeu  Imarre,  rcprefenting  the  Patron 
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i^aint  of^  his  Village.  He  has  very  long  Converfa- 
tion  with  him,  prays  to  him  for  a  good  Harveft,  for 
which  he  promifcs  him  fcveral  OflxTings,  and  is 
really  pcrfuadcd,  that  there  is  in  this  Timber  a  fu- 
pernatural  Virtue. 

The  Craft  of  the  Monks,  who  publifh  Miracles 
V'very  now  and  then,  leads  the  People  farther  inta 
Error.  They  declare  that  one  Image  fpoke,  that 
another  mov'd  its  Eye-balls,  or  fweated  Blood. 
Is  not  all  this  with  a  Defign  to  make  the  Vulgar 
believe,  that  in  thofe  Statues  there  is  fomething 
divine  and  fupernatural?  Is  it  not  to  lead  and  draw 
them  into  Idolatry?  And  what  Peafant  is  there, 
who  when  he  is  perfuaded  that  fuch  an  Image  has 
fpoke  feveral  Tim.es,  will  not  imagine,  that  fmce 
it  has  the  Ufe  of  Speech,  it  has  (no  doubt)  alfo  the 
Faculty  of  Hearing  ?  The  Image  i?,  after  this,  no 
longer  a  mere  Character,  to  revive  the  Memory  of 
a  godly  Perfon,  but  it  becomes  a  Demi-god,  to 
whom  he  addrefTes  the  fame  Prayers  as  a  Pagcin 
made  to  a  Mercury^  or  a  "Juno.  Thus  the  Avarice 
of  the  Monks,  Vv^ho  endeavour  to  bring  Cuftom  to 
certain  Images  by  the  Ruin  of  thofe  of  their  Neigh- 
bours, and  to  draw  in  all  the  Gains  to  their  own 
Temple,  perverts  a  Cuflom,  which  is  of  itfelfpi- 
CDS,  and  ufcful  to  the  Edification  of  Mankind,  into 
a  Crime. 

V/hat  I  fay  to  thee  will,  no  doubt,  be  unpal? table 
to  feme  of  our  Brethren,  w:ho  would  be  oft'ended, 
and  think  their  Synagogues  profan'd,  if  they  faw 
;inv  Images  and  PitStures  there.  But  if  thou  dofl  but 
fi  ne<Sl:,  that  when  we  came  out  of  Egypt^  we  left  an 
idoUtrcus  People  ;  that  v/e  might  have  had  an  Incli- 
n.-tion  to  fall  into  their  Errors  j  that  v/c  v/erc  not 
yet  confirm'd  againfl  Idolatry,  as  plainly  appears 
irom  the  Golden  Cidf  which  our  Fathers  fet  up  in 
the  V/ilderi}cfs  3  thou  wilt  ao  longer  woxider  at  the 
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wife  Precautions  v/hich  Mofes  took  to  put  every 
thing  out  of  our  Way,  that  might  lead  us  to  com- 
mit Faults.  How  happy  were  it  for  all  People,  if 
they  had  fo  wife  a  Guide  1 

Fare  thee  well,  dear  Monceca  \  live  content  and 
happy. 


LETTER     LXXXIL 

From  Aaron  Monceca,  at  Paris,  to 
Isaac  Onis,  a  Caraite^  formerly  a 
Rahh'iy  at  Conftancinople. 

Dear  Isaac, 

T  Received  thy  Letter  upon  the  Manners  and 
^  Cufloms  of  the  Copies  that  are  defcended  f.oni 
the  antient  Egyptians,  Their  being  fo  contcmptibie 
puts  me  in  Mind  of  the  vile  State  of  the  Grcck^y 
Romans  and  Carthaginians.  J  can't  cc^nccive  liow 
'twas  pofTible  for  thofe  four  Nations  that  were  (o 
famous  heretofore,  to  become  the  bafeft  rjid  the 
moll:  defpicable  People   in   the  World. 

The  Egyptians  were  the  firfi;  that  knev/  and  ci;l- 
tlvatcd  the  Arts  and  Sciences;  we  don't  know  ftich 
antient  Edifices  any-v/here  as  the  famous  Pyramids^ 
which  are  Proofs  of  the  Grandeur  of  thofe  by  wlK.fe 
Order  they  were  eredted,  and  of  their  Skill  in 
Architefture  by  whom  they  v/ere  built.  But  the 
Names  of  thofe  by  v/hom  tliofe  fuperb  Monuments 
were  rais'd,  were  as  great  a  Secret  2000  Years  ago 
as  they  are  now.  By  this  thou  may'ft  judge  of  ihtlr 
Antiquity.     The   Egyptians   pretend    they    are    fr 
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more  antlent  than  the  Deluge  ;  '>ut  fincc  the  facred 
Scriptures  determine  our  Belief,  'tis  probable  that 
the  Pyramids  were  erected  a  few  Years  after  it. 

There's  one  xA.rgument  however  that  feems  to  op- 
pofe  this  Opinion  :  Was  Egypt^  at  that  Time,  fo- 
lull  of  People  that  they  cou'd  fpare  Hands  to  under- 
take fuch  vaft  Buildings  as  requir'd  fo  many  Labour- 
ers^ and  fo  much  Labour?  The  Countries  about 
ihc  Tygris  and  the  Euphrates,  were  the  firft  that 
were  inhabited  by  the  Defcendants  of  Noah's  Chil- 
•dren  ;   but  Egypt  not  till  afterwards. 

Some  Pcrfons  imagine  that  thofe  Pyramids  were 
Ijuiit  before  the  Deluge;  but  this  is  an  Opinion, 
liable  to  many  ObjecSlions,  and  feems  to  have  no 
Colour  for  it,  but  their  unknown  Antiquity. 

The  Sciences  were  cultivated  by  the  Egyptians^- 
m  the  earliefl:  Times;  and,  as  foon  as  they  be- 
gan to  be  known,  they  difcover'd  all  the  Marks 
that  denote  the  Antiquity  of  a  Nation  ;  and  they 
had  a  fettled  Worfhip  and  Religion,  with  Laws 
and  Cuftoms,  the  Ufe  of  which  did  not  feem  to 
be  modern. 

The  Priefls  of  this  Nation  were  the  firft  Philofo- 
phers.  'Tis  faid  they  own'd  one  Supreme  God,  one 
onhj pcrfc6i  Being  \  but  'tis  my  Opinion,  they  neter 
had  a  true  Idea  of  the  Divine  Being  ;  and  that  from 
the  Moment  that  Men  were  once  plung'd  into  Ido- 
latry, they  had  no  longer  any  juft  Notion  of  God, 
in  what  Country  foever  they  dwelt.  When  I  fpeak 
of  Meii,  I  mean  even  the  mofi:  learned,  among 
Vv'hom  I  include  the  Egyptian,  Greek,  and  Roman 
Fhilofophers.  The  firft  of  thefe  allow'd  of  two 
thief  eternal  Deities,  the  Sun  and  Moon,  that  go- 
Ycrn'd  the  whole  World.  They  believ'd  that  the 
whole  Syftem  of  Nature  was  form/d  of  the  Bodies 
©f  thofe  two  Planets  5  and  that  Spirit,  Fire,  Dry 
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and    Moift,  ,  were    Portions   or   Members  of  that 
Syftem  *.     This  bears  a  great  Refemblance  to  the 
Modification  of  Spinofa,  and  the  Syftem  of  that  Apo- 
ftate  yeiu  was  that  of  almoft  all  the  antient  Philofo- 
phers,  who  perplex'd  it  by  mixing  feveral  other  Fal~ 
flioods  with  it.     When  we  clear  up  this  Chaos  of 
falfe  and  vague  Ideas,  it  will  appear,  that  the  Pagans, 
who  faid,  or  believ'd,  that  there  was  but  one  Deity, 
acknowledg'd  him   in  the  fame  manner  as  they  ac- 
knowledged there  was  but  one  World  ;  and,  by  con- 
fcquence,  the  God  in  whom  they  believ'd  was  a  God 
compos'd  of  1 00000  diffcrentGods,  fmce  every  thing 
that  is  material  has  Parts  neceflarily,  and  by  ccnfc- 
quence  is  divifible.   Every  Part,  therefore,  of  which 
the  Divinity  was  com.pcs'd,  muft  be  of  itfelf  n  God  ; 
for  how  abfurd  wou'd  be  the  Confcquence  of  a  Po~ 
fition,   that  a  Bei?ig  divine  is  compos'd  of  Parts  th.at 
are  not  divine  !   It  wou'd  be  the   fame  thing  as  to 
cfFcrto  prove,  that  a  thinking  Matter,  iffuchathing 
ccu'd  be,  was  compcfed  of  untiuriking  Parts. 

It  can't  be  faid,  that  any  of  the  antient  Phi- 
lofophers  ever  had  a  Notion  of  the  Spirituality  of 
God  ■[.  None  of  them  could  ever  rife  to  fuch 
a  fublime  Speculation.  P/afo  is  the  only  one, 
who,  by  his  Converfation  with  the  yrivs,  was  fur- 
nifh'd  with  any  Notion  of  the  Immortality  cf  the 
Divine  Being.  Nor  can  it  indeed  be  faid,  that  he 
had  a  riglit  Notion  of  it ;  and  fo  f:ir  was  wliat 
he  faid  of  it  from  being  receiv'd  by  the  other  Phi~ 

*  Ideoque  totam  Naturse  univerfse  Corpus  Sole  et 
Luna  confummari  ;  cujus  partes  jam  indicat^e,  SpiritUf, 
Ignis,  Siccitas,  Kumor,  et  aeria  tandem  Natura  ;  c  qui- 
bus,  ut  in  Iiomitie  Caput,  Manus,  Pedes,  et  alias  Par- 
tes numcramusj  eodem  modo  Corpus  Mundi  conftat, 
Diodor.   Siculus,   lih.  i.  cap.  2. 

X  Sec  the  fecret  Memoirs  of  the  Republic  of  I-elter._, 
Letter  V.  where  this  Matter  is  very  fully  treated. 
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lofophers,  tliat  they  rejected  it,  as  what  was  un- 
intelligible, and  contrary  to  Reafon,  and  the  Light 
of  Nature.  Cicero^  when  he  examines  the  feveral 
Opinions  of  the  Philofophers  concerning  the  Nature 
of  God,  does  not  think  it  worth  his  v/hile  to  ftand 
to  examine  the  Sentiments  of  Plato^  TFho^  fays  he, 
holds  a  God  to  be  wiihoiit  a  Body^  and  his  Argii^ 
vicnt  cannot  be  underjiood  *.  But  Plato  himielf 
tinly  own'd  a  Deity  after  a  corporeal  Manner,  and 
the  Spirituality  which  he  afcribes  to  it  is  but  a  Sort 
of  Subftance  compos'd  of  a  fubtle  delicate  Matter, 
which  lie  believes  to  have  been  the  Principle  of  all 
'i  hings  created.  In  what  other  Senfe  can  this  ex- 
tcrnalJVorld  that  was  given  out^  be  explained,  which 
according  to  die  Philofopher,  is  nothing  more  than 
the  Subftance  which  God  exerted  from  his  own 
Bofom,  or  which  he //■'^^/Wt'rV  to  form  the  Univerfe.? 
Is  not  that  a  material  Deity,  which  exerts  Seed  from 
its  own  Bofom?  If  the  World  be  a  Part  of  the  Sub- 
llance  of  God,  as  Plato  pretends,  admitting  of  the 
Supreme  God  in  the  firll:  Place,  and  afterv/ards  of  a 
Cjod,  tlie  vifible  Minifter  of  the  invifible  God  Crea- 
tor of  the  World,  which  is  the  third  God:  Are 
there  not  as  many  Gods  as  there  are  Parts  in  Mat- 
ter ?  And  is  not  his  Syilem  a  rough  Draught  of 
that  of  Sphiofa  ? 

'Tismy  Opinion,  dear  Jfaac^  that,  from  the  Mo- 
ment that  Men  fell  into  Idolatry,  God  intirely  with- 
drew his  Spirit  from  them,  and  their  Poilerity ; 
that  they  had  no  longer  a  true  Notion  of  the  Divine 
Being  ;  zni\  all  the  Ideas  they  conceiv'd  of  it,  were 
deriv'd  from  v/hat  they  fu'll  remember'd  their  An- 
cePcors  had  tranfmltted  to  them,  of  a  Deity  which 
tb.cy  h;id  forfaken. 

*  Quod  riato  fine  Corpore  Dcum  efle  cenfet ;  id  quale 
tfle  poffit,  intelligi  non  potell.  Cicero  de  Natura  Deo- 
rum,  lib,  i. 
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I  know  that  this  Principle  leads  to  the  Opinion, 
that  we  have  no  innate  Idea  of  God  :   But  I  beHeve, 
that  a  careful  Attention  to  this  Queflion  is  enough 
to  convince  any  Man,  that  the  Soul  has  no  innate 
Idea  of  the  Divine  Being  in  itfelf,  and  acquires  no 
Knowledge  of  it,  but  by  the  Reflection  wliich  it 
makes,  when  'tis  in  a  Capacity  of  reafoning   upon 
the  great  Miracles,  which 'tis  fenfible  could  not  have 
been  operated   but  by  a  fupreme  and  perfe6t  Being. 
If  the  Soul  had  an  innate  Idea  of  the  Divine  Being;, 
it  could  not  be  a  miftaken  one  ;  and  the  CharacSfers 
imprefs'd  by  the   Hand  of  the  Almighty  cou'd  not 
be  efFac'd.     But  the  Pagans  appear  to  be  fo  far  from 
having  had  a  juft  Idea  of  the  true  Deity,   that  v/e  are 
furpriz'd  at  the  Errors  into  which  they  have  fallen. 
There's  dill  a  Multitude  of  People  that  pay  Adora- 
tion to  Things  the  moft  contemptible.     Tl;e  com- 
mon Anfwer  to  thefe  Arguments,  which  I  look  upon 
as  Demonftration,  is,  that  God  engraves  his  Idea  in 
the  Hearts  of  Mankind  in  general ;  but  that  Men,  by 
wrong  Applications,  afterwards  corrupt  it..    Really, 
dear  Ifaac^  this  is  a  pitiful  Argument ;  for  what  can 
be  thoughtof  more  impertinent  than  thofe  abfl-ra£l:ed 
Ideas  ?   Befides,  abftrailed  Ideas  fuppofe  a  Foreknow- 
ledge of  Obje(!^s  that  refemble   one    another,  and 
have  fome  Relation  together :  But  Abflra^tion  can- 
not agree  with  a  firft  Idea,  which  ought  to  be  pure 
and  fimple  ;  nor  by  Confequence  with  the  Idea  of 
the  Divine  Being. 

'Tis  abfurd  to  fay,  that  God  communicates  an  Idea 
to  us  diredly  contrary  to  the  Being  which  he  is  wil- 
ling to  make  known  to  us;  and  if  the  extravagant 
Notions  which  the  Pagans  had  of  the  Deity,  ^lad 
been  imprefs'd  on  them  immediately  by  the  Deity 
itfelf,  it  might  as  well  be  aflerted,  that  the  Soul 
brings  with  it,  into  the  World,  the  moft  extravar 
gant  Notions,  and  that  they  are  innate  with  it. 

^Tis 
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'TIs  eafy  to  prove,  dear  Ifaac^  that  the  Idea  of 
the  Deity  not  being  innate  with  the  Soul,  there  is 
n©  Idea  of  him  that  is  fo.  If  the  Supreme  Being  had 
chofe  to  imprint  any  Notions  of  hini  immediately, 
he  would,  no  doubt,  have  chofe  to  give  Mankind  a 
clear  and  difcin^l  Notion  of  the  Divinity,  rather 
than  imprefs  them  with  Notions  of  general  Principles 
of  Morality. 

If  it  be  true,  that  we  have  any  of  thofe  Principles 
connate  with  us,  why  do  Men  think  fo  differently 
of  Thmgs  that  conftitT-c  Good  and  Evil?  Whence 
comes  it,  that  what  is  blameable  in  one  Country  is 
look'd  upon  as  virtuous  in  another  ?  The  To-pl- 
namhoiis  think,  that  by  taking  a  cruel  Revenge  on 
their  Enemies,  they  open  their  Way  to  Heaven  ;. 
and  he  that  eats  up  the  greateft  Number  of  'em  is 
reckon'd  the  Man  of  the  greateft  Piety  and  Bravery*. 
TheTz/rX'j,  and  efpecially  the  ^^;']:?//^«5,  look  upon 
tJiofe  Perfons  as  Saints,  whom  the  Nazarenes  wou'd 
think  it  but  juft  to  burn  at  the  Stake  f .  They  con- 
fer the  higheft  Honours  upon  Monilers  that  humaa 
Nature  blufhes  at,fuch  as  have  nothi«g  but  the  human 
Shape,  and  are  guilty  of  Errors  a  hundred  times  more 
to  be  blam'd  than  thofe  People  who  drew  down  Fire 

*  John  de  Lery,  cap.  xvi. 

\  Audinnmus  hac  diSla  i^  dicenda  -per  interpret  em  Mw- 
crelo  nojiro,  infuper  fanSium  ilium ^  quem  eo  loci  'vidimus y 
publicitiis  appri}ne  commendari  eum  ejfe  fan^um^  di<vinumy 
ac  integritate preecipuumy  eo  quod  nee  Fceminarum  unquam 
ejfety  nee  Pueroru?n,  fed  tantummodo  Afellarum  concubitor 
atque  Mularum  :  i.  e.  We  have  heard  it  faid,  that  it  was 
to  be  told,  moreover,  by  an  Interpreter  to  our  Mucrelus 
that  ihe  Saint  whom  we  faw  there,  is,  by  public  Autho- 
rity, to  be  commended  as  a  holy  divine  Perfon,  eminent 
for  Integrity  ;  forafmuch  as  he  never  had  Copulation  with 
V/omen  or  Boys,  but  only  with  She-Afies  and  Mules. 
BautJi^artev,  lib.  ii.  cap.  i    p.  73. 

from 
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from  Heaven  to  deftroy  them.  The  Pagans  thought 
they  ferv'd  their  Gods  by  facrificing  a  Number  of 
Nazarcnes  to  them.  The  Fortuguefe  think  they  do 
Honour  to  Heaven  by  caufmg  our  Brethren  to  be 
burnt.  The  Molinifts  make  an  Offering;  to  God 
of  the  Torments  which  they  inflifl  on  the  Janfenifts. 
The  Drufes  of  Mount  Lehancji  marry  their  own 
Daughters,  and  on  a  certain  Day  of  the  Year  they 
ufe  one  another's  Wives  promifcuoufly  f .  What 
becomes  then,  dear  Ifaac^  of  the  innate  Principles 
of  Morality  ?  Where  is  that  univcrfal  Confent^- 
which  they  who  maintain  thofe  Ideas  require  to  be 
granted  to  them  by  all  Nations  ?  That's  their  ftrongcft 
Argument.  But  Experience  being  againft  them,  all 
their  philofophical  Reafoning  rauft  fall  to  the  Ground  j 
and  'tis  difputing  to  no  Purpofc,  to  deny  a  thing, 
that  every  one,  who  will  be  at  the  Trouble  of  In- 
quiry, cannot  but  difcern. 

Some  Perfons  think  the  Opinion  of  innate  Ideas 
ufeful  and  neceffary  to  prove  the  Exiftcnce  of  God, 
They  can't  bear  to  part  with  an  Argument  which 
they  think  decifive  againft  the  Atheifts.  When 
once,  fay  thsy^  'tis  made  appear,  that  Ideas  are  con- 
nate with  the  Soul,  Libertines  are  forc'd  to  own  the 
Exiftencc  of  the  Divine  Being,  becaufe  the  Soul 
bringing  the  Idea  of  a  God  with  it  into  the  Worlds- 
it  muft  neceffarily  be  that  God  himfelf  who  im- 
printed it.  But  they  who  talk  after  this  manner 
don't  fee  that  they  beg  the  Queftion :  For  the 
Spinofifts  deny  thefe  Ideas,  and  the  Time  which 
is  loft,  in  going  to  prove  the  Truth  to  them,  is 
Time  fpent  in  mere  cavilling,  which  clears  up  no 
Point ;  whereas,  by  having  recourfe  at  firft  to  fub- 
ftantial  Arguments,  'tis  eafy  to  convince  People, 
who  are  fo  blind  as  to  deny  a  thing,  of  which  it  is 

t  See  Be/pier^  Remarks  upon  Ricaut,  torn.  ii. 
p.  649. 
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as  eafy  to  give  them  Proofs  as  of  their  own  Ex- 
iftence. 

I  don't  believe  there  is  an  Athelft  fo  weak  as  to 
prefume  to  fay,  that  he  always  had  a  Being.  There- 
fore fomething  muft  neceflarily  have  been  before 
him  ;  and,  to  go  ftill  further  back,  fomething  muft 
have  been  from  all  Eternity  j  for  it  would  be  the 
Height  of  P'olly,  to  pretend  to  aflert,  that  nothing  can 
produce  a  real  Being.  Now,  this  Being,  which  has 
exifted  from  all  Time,  muft  necefl'arily  be  omnipo- 
tent, becaufe  it  is  the  Source  and  Principle  of  all 
other  Beings  ;  and  becaufe  from  it  they  derive  their 
Power  and  Faculties.  By  neceflary  Confequence 
this  firft  Being  muft  alfo  be  an  intelligent  Being; 
for  Man  is  fenfibie  that  he  is  himfelf  an' intelligent 
Being.  Nov/,  from  whence  cou'd  he  tbat^  was 
created  by  an  eternal  Being,  derive  that  Intelligence, 
if  he  had  not  from  that  fame  eternal  Being  received 
it  r  By  Confequence,  therefore,  this  eternal  Being 
muft  be  not  only  omnipotent,  but  alfo  intelligent. 

What  Need  is  there  of  innate  Ideas  to  prove  the 
Being  of  a  God,  and  to  prove  it  beyond  Contra- 
didiion  ?  What  is  an  eternal  Being,  fovereignly  pow- 
erful and  intelligent,  if  it  be  not  God  ? 

fVewell,  dear  Ifaac  \    live  c  cntent   rxd '    , 
and  be  crown'd  with  Profperity. 


LETTER 
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From  Aaron  Monceca,  at  Paris,  to* 
Isaac  Onis,^  Car  ait  e,  for?nerly  a  RahU 
at  Condantinople. 
T  Was  Yeftcrday  at  a  Theatrical  Reprefentation, 
-■'  which  1  had  never  fecn  before.  The  Chevalier 
de  Ma'ifin  carried  me  to  the  Ball  of  the  Opera,  whicli 
is  an  AiTernbly  that  is  capable  of  furnifliing  a  Philofo- 
phcr  with  Matter  enough  for  thirty  Years  Rcfledioiu 
I  fliall  endeavour  to  give  thee  the  jufteft  Idea  of  it  that 
1  can.  Th.ou  know^eft  in  what  Form  the  Rooms  arc 
built  for  Plays;  for  thou  haft  fcen  {wz\i2xVicmm  as  are 
like  thofe  at  Paris,  The  Pit  and  Stage  are  join'd  to- 
gether, which  forms  a  Floor  where  there's  Dancing  ; 
and  the  Boxes  round  are  full  of  Perfons  in  Mafiis,  wlio 
often  come  to  the  Ball  neither  to  dance,  nor  to  fee 
Dancing,  but  for  fomething  of  more  Importance. 
Love  is  the  Sovereign  of  the  Place,  and  prefides  over 
the  moft  amiable  Mafkers.  Here,  under  various  Dif- 
guifes,  the  Lover  and  the  Miftrefs  laugh  at  the  vain 
Watchings  of  the  jealous  Hufband,  whofe  Precau- 
tions, after  he  has  teaz'd  himfelf  for  a  wdiole  Year, 
are  all  defeated  by  one  Ball  of  an  Opera.  In  the  Crowd 
of  MafKcrs,  the  Duchcfs  is  confounded  with  the  Citi- 
zen's Wife,  and  the  'Prentice-Boy  with  the  Grand 
Signior ;  for  in  Aflemblies  of  this  fort.  Love,  Joy  and 
Pleafurcs  put  all  the  Company  on  a  Level. 

The  Parijhm  have  a  profound  Refpe6i:  for  every 

Face  that  is  mafli'd ;  but  the  Miftakes  which  have 

fometimes    happen'd,  render  them   very  cautious  ; 

Jbr  if  they  were  lefs  circumfpedt,  they  w'oulJ  often 

fail  in  the  Regard  due  to  Perfons  of  DifliruSlion,  hy 


treating 
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treating  and  talking  familiarly  with  fuch  whom  they 
think  all  the  while  to  be  but  private  People, 

The  Refervednefs  which  the  Mafqucrade  Habit 
demands,  often  gives  Occafion  to  the  moft  pleafant 
Adventures  in  Life,  in  a  Country  where  Gallantry 
and  Love  are  the  Bufinefs  of  three  Parts  in  four  of 
the  Inhabitants.  A  young  Woman,  whofe  morofe 
Hufband  was  fo  crofs-grain'd  that  he  deferv'd  the 
P^ate  of  the  unfortunate  Ftdcan,  only  waited  for  the 
Conveniency  of  a  Ball  to  favour  her  beloved  Gal- 
lant;  for  her  Motions  were  fo  continually  watch'd 
and  reftrain'd  by  her  jealous  Hufband,  that  fhe  was 
forc'd  to  have  recourfe  to  extraordinary  Methods 
to  avoid  his  Purfuit,  and  to  baffle  his  Vigilance.  She 
wrote  to  her  Lover,  that  Ihe  would  be  at  the  BalP 
mafk'd  in  a  Green  Domino^  and  that  (he  would  place 
herfelf  in  the  third  Box  on  the  Pvight-fide  of  the 
Stage,,  The  Spark  was,  to  the  laft  Degree,  impa- 
tient for  the  Hour  of  the  Aflignation.  As  foon  as 
the  Clock  ftruck  eleven,  away  he  flew  to  the  Opera  ; 
and  as  foon  as  he  entered  the  Place,  he  caft  his  Eyes 
on  the  third  Box,  and  there  perceiv'd  a  Mafkcr  in 
a  Green  Domino^  who  he  did  not  doubt  was  his  dear 
Miflrefs.  He  made  his  Addrefles  to  her  very  brifely, 
and  faid  every  thins;  to  her  that  the  moft  tender  Love 
infpires.  The  Mafker  returned  no  Anfwer,  but  was 
perfectly  mute.  The  Spark,  aftonifh'd  at  this  Cold- 
nefs,  reproached  her  for  treating  him  with  fuch  an 
imdeferved  Indifference :  IVhat !  fays  he.  Madam., 
is  this  the  happy  Minute  that  1  fo  much  wtfn'd for? 
Did  you  fend  me  Word^  that  you  would  come  to  the 
Ball^  only  to  have  the  Pleafure  of  wounding  me  tv 
the  Heart  ?  For  God's  fake^  Madam^  what  have  I 
done  to  difplcafe  you  ?  What  I  not  a  Word !  Alas  f 
this  Silence  drives  me  to  Defpair.  In  Return  for  fo 
?nuch  Love — — -Tlie  Nazarene  Spark  v/ou'd  have 
proceeded  farther  with  Iiis  Complaint,  but  he  was 

interrupted 
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interrupted  by  a  loud  Laugh  from  the  Mafqucr  that 
he  fpoke  to,  which  very  much  furprized  him  ;  but 
his  Aftonifhment  was  much  greater^  when,  by  the 
Laugher's  unmafking  herfelf,  he  pcrceiv'd  that  the 
Perfon  whom  he  took  for  his  Miftrefs  was  his  own 
Wife.  However,  his  Trouble  was  foon  over ;  for 
conjugal  Infidelity  is  no  extraordinary  Cafe  in  France^ 
where  a  fickle  Hufband  is  far  from  being  a  Phoenix. 
He  himfelf  bugh'd  alfo  at  his  Maftake,  and  then 
went  round  the  Ball-Room  in  queft  of  the  Perfon 
whom  he  had  not  yet  found.  His  Wife,  happen- 
ing to  be  at  the  Opera  before  his  Millrefs,  had  taken 
the  very  Place  the  latter  intended  for  herfelf,  who 
was  then  forced  to  go  to  another  ;  and  the  Refem- 
blancc  of  their  Mafquerade  Habits  had  drawn  this 
Lover  into  his  Miftake. 

I  had  this  Story  from  the  Chevalier  de  Malfm^ 
who  told  me  another,  which  is,  in  my  Opinion, 
more  entertaining  than  that :  A  Farmer-General  of 
the  Revenue,  who  had  carried  his  Miftrefs  to  the 
Ball,  did  not  fufpe£l  any  Rival,  but  was  miftaken  ; 
for  a  Captain  of  Dragoons  was  the  Man  file  was- 
fondeft  of  ^  and  the  Farmer  was  no  othejwife  happy 
in  her  Charms,  than  as  he  paid  dearly  for  the  Favours 
fhe  granted  him.  The  Fair-one  ftole  out  of  the 
Crowd  of  Mafkers,  and  went  to  pafs  a  Quarter  of 
an  Hour  with  the  Officer  in  a  Hackney-Coach. 
Thcfe  hir'd  Vehicles  are  happy  Places  for  the  Re- 
tirement and  Screen  of  Lovers,  while  the  Ball  holds. 
The  Farmer-General,  burning- with  fome  Defire  of 
Concupifcence,  thought  the  fureft  Method  to  drive 
away  the  Temptation  was  to  yield  to  it.  Therefore 
he  went  to  the  Ball  in  queft  o'i  his  dear  Miftrefs, 
and,  in  a  certain  Group  of  the  Mafkers,  he  thought 
he  faw  her.  He  fqueez'd  her  by  the  Hand,  and 
made  a  Motion  to  her  to  withdraw.  She  confented 
accordingly,  and  went  with  him,  but  faid  not  one 

Word. 
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Word.  The  Farmer-General  was  no  fooncr  got  to 
the  Steps  of  tlie  Bali-Room,  but  he  perceiv'd  the 
Captain  of  the  Dragoons  returning  with  his  Miftrefs, 
who  had  not  yet  put  on  her  Mafk  again.  Thou 
may'ft  guefs,  dczrlfaac^hov/  much  he  was  furpriz'd. 
He  curs'd  the  Ball,  the  Opera,  the  Captain  of  the 
Dragoons,  liis  Miftrefs  and  himfelf,  a  thou  fan  d  times... 
He  broke  ofr  for  ever  from  the  perfidious  Dame  ;- 
and  being  curious  to  know  who  the  Lady  was  that 
fo  freely  follow 'd  him,  he  found  that  fhe  was  onc- 
of  thofe  common  Strollers,  who  are  always  the- 
bumble  Servants  of  every  Man  that  afks  them. 

Every  Ball  is  productive  of  fome  particular  Story  ; 
for  the  Entertainments  of  this  kind  are  ngnaliz'd- 
by  a  Number  of  Adventures,  owing  to  Love  and. 
Jealoufy.  Thefe  Days,  or  rather  Nights  of  Pleafure 
are  fatal  to  Hufoands  and  Parents  too,  let  'em  take 
ever  fo  much  Care  of  their  V/ives  and  Daughters  -y 
for  the  Liberties  indulged  at  the  Ball,  and  the  Con- 
veniences of  the  Mafk,  deceive  the  mod:  watchful 
Arguses. 

7'he  AfTemblies  of  this  kind  are  very  much  like 
the  antient  Pagan  Ceremonies  of  the  Temples  of 
Cytherea  and  Pnphcs ;  and  fure  I  am  that  the 
Goddefs  Venus  therein  receives  at  leaft  as  many 
Vows  and  Offerings. 

Would'fl  thou  believe,  deavlfaac^  that  in  a  Coun- 
try where  Love  and  Gallantry  bear  fuch  a  Sway,  the 
Favours  of  the  Fair-Sex  are  generally  carried  by 
Money?  But  fo  it  is,  that  few  of  them  are  Proof 
againfl  Speeches  that  are  Urded  with  Lewid'ors  ;  and- 
I  am  ccrtaia,  that  there  are  more  Hearts  at  Pan's-^ 
that  are  fold  than  given.  This  is  a  Truth  which  the 
Women  don't  care  to  ov/n ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
they  affe6l  a  prodigious  Contem.pt  for  fuch  whofe 
Affe6lions  they  fufpect  are  governed  rather  by  Lite- 
refl,  than  a  tender  PafTion;  tho'  a  Woman  that  finds 

fault 
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fault  with  a  Neighbour  or  Friend  of  hers,  often  fol- 
lows the  very  Maxim  which  fhe  condemns.  They 
don't  fee  their  own  Fallings,  which  Self-love  dif- 
gulfes  from  them  ;  and  they  only  judge  of  themfelves 
thro'  that  Mift  of  the  PafTions,  which  intirely  clouds 
the  Mirror  whereby  we  examine  our  own  Hearts. 
Thus  did  Philip  heretaforc,  who  was  King  of  Jlfa^ 
cedon^  preach  a  Moral  to  his  Son  quite  different  from 
that  which  he  praclis'd  himfelf.  He  blam'd  him 
for  being  profufe  of  his  Money  to  the  Macedonians^ 
^nd  reproach'd  him  for  placing  a  Dependance  upon 
fuch  Hearts  are  were  not  given,   but  fold  *. 

*  Praeclare  in  epiftola  quadam  Alexandrum  filium  Phi- 
Uppus  accufat,  quod  largitione  benevolentiam  Mace- 
donum  confedletur:   '   Qua^   te   malum,  inquit,  ratio  in 

*  illam  fpem  induxit,  ut  eos  tibi  iideles  putares  fore,  quos 

*  pccunia  corrupilTes  ?  An  tu  id  agis,  ut  Maccdones  non 

*  te  regem  fuuixt,  fed  niinillrum  Sc  prccbitorem  fpcrciit 

*  fore  ?  Bene  minillrum  &  Pra:bitorem,  quia  fordidum 
'  rcgi :    Melius    etiam,  quod   largiiionem,  corruptelam 

*  cffc  dixit.     Fit   enim   deterior,  qui   accipit,  atque  zd 

*  idem  femper  expcdandum  paratior."'  Hoc  ille  de  Filio  ; 
fed  praiceptum  putamus  omnibus.  Cicero  deOfficiis^  lib.  ii. 

/.  e.  Twas  a  notable  Reprimand  which /*>?>///;!>  gave 
to  his  Son  Alexander  in  a  certain  Epiillc,  wherein  he 
accus'd  him  for  thinking  to  get  the  Good-will  of  the 
Maccdovians  by  his  Bounty  :  *  What  a  Plague,  faid  he^ 
'*  could  induce  thee  to  think,   that  they  would   be  faith- 

*  ful  to  thee,  whom  thou  hadll  brib'd  with  Money  ? 
-*  Doll  thou  do  tliis,  that  the  Macedoniaits  may  hope 
V  thou  wilt  be  their  Miniiler  and  Purveyor,  inllead  of 

*  their  King  ? '  Fie  faid  well,  their  Mmifter  and  Pur- 
veyor, bccaufe  'twas  a  fordid  Part  for  a  King  ;  and  the 
rather,  becaufe  he  had  callM  his  Bounty  Corruption  ;  for 
he  is  the  worie  who  takes  a  Bribe,  and  is  therefore  al- 
ways the  more  ready  to  expecl  it.  This  Philip  faid  to 
bis  Son  i  but  we  think  it  a  Leifon  for  every  body. 

1  here's 
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There's  a  ftrong  Attachment  in  all  Men  to  ftudy 
Excuies  for  their  Follies  ;  and  the  Philofophers  them- 
felves  are  not  exempt  from  this  Failing,  which  ferves 
to  keep  the  Vices  in  Countenance.  The  Women, 
whofe  Vanity  is  even  ftrongcr  than  the  Mens,  arc 
alfo  more  fruitful  in  Apologies  to  colour  thofe  Parts 
of  their  ConducSl  which  are  lead  conformable  to 
Virtue.  When  they  are  to  excufe  their  being  falfe 
to  their  Hufbands,  they  fay,  that  they  are  captivated 
•by  fome  deluding  Biafs,  which  it  is  not  in  their  Power 
to  refift.  They  were  match'd  from  their  Infancy 
with  a  Man  whom  they  did  not  love  :  Why  fhou'd 
they  be  condemn'd  to  pafs  their  heft  Days  in  Sad- 
jiefs  and  Melancholy  ?  And  if  the  Laws  make  a 
Defire,  which  they  derive  from  Nature,  a  Crime, 
why  did  the  Men  make  fuch  whimfical  Laws  ? 

Thus  do  the  fair  Infidels  find  Reafons  to  juftify 
their  Conduft.  The  Coquette  has  alfo  her  Excufes 
eady :  '  Is  it  any  harm,  fays  jhe^  to  be  obliging? 
As  long  as  I  commit  no  Crime,  what  is  my  Huf- 
band  the  worfe  for  the  fine  Speeches  that  are 
made  to  me,  or  the  Honours  that  are  paid  me  ? 
Becaufe  I  am  married,  and  can't  hear  thofe  Praifes 
at  home  which  I  deferve,  mufl  I  be  forc'd  to  fhun 
the  Company  of  the  Complaifant?  Muft  1  live 
retir'd,  like  a  She-Bear  in  a  Den,  to  pleafe  my 
Hufband,  and  to  quiet  his  foolifh  Jealoufy?|If 
he  is  fo  filly  as  to  indulge  himfelf  in  a  thoufand 
chimerical  Notions,  fo  much  the  worfe  for  him  ; 
for  my  part,  I'll  not  bury  myfelf  alive  to  bring 
him  to  Reafon.' 

In  this  manner  does  the  Coquette  juftify  and  au- 
thorife  her  Conduct;  and  whyfhould  fhe  not,  fince 
Ihe,  who  even  fells  her  Favours,  has  alfo  the  Secret 
of  juflifying  herfelf  ?  She  that  is  young,  handfome, 
and  lovely,  why  fnould  not  fhe  make  an  Advantage. 
of  the  Graces  wiiich  Heaven  ha^  grunted  to  her? 

Time 
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Time  flies  away,  and  fo  does  Beauty,  and  old  Age 
•comes  on  ;  whereas  no  Care  has  been  taken  to  amafs 
an  Eftate  wherewith  to  end  her  Days  in  Peace.  When 
tlie  Seafon  of  Love  is  once  paft,  it  never  returns.  A 
Toung  Woman  who  is  pretty,  and  has  but  a  fmall 
Fortune,  ought  always  to  have  in  her  Mind  the 
.Fable  of  the  Grafiiopper  and  Pifmire.  If,  before 
her  Beauty  is  faded,  (he  has  not  taken  care  to  fill  her 
■'CofFerSj  it  will  be  in  vain  for  her  to  beg  Relief. 

^ue fa'iJlcs-VQUS  autrefois? 
Dit-on  a  cette  Emprunteufe, 
ye  chautois.f  ne  vous  deplalfe^ 
Niut  iff  your  a  tout  Venant. 
Vous  chatities  ?  y^^^  f^i^  ^'^cn  aifc* 
Eh  hicn^  gueufez  tnaintcnant  *. 

L  e.  What  did  you  do  for  a  Living  heretofore? 

Jaid   the  Ant  to  the  Grajhopper^  who  ca7ne  to  borrow 

f  me   Frovifioyi  out  of  her    Store.     I  f;ing  Day  and 

Night,^  an't  pleafc  you,  to  every  Paflcnger.     You 

fang,  did  you  ?  I  am  very  glad   to  hear  it.     Well 

then,  now  go  and  beg. 

There  is  nothing,  dear  Ifaac^  but  a  Woman  can 
gild  over  with  fpecious  Pretexts ;  and  the  more  Wit 
ihe  has,  the  more  Excufes  fhe  has  at  hand  for  her 
Faults.  God  keep  us  therefore  from  this  faithlefs 
Sex ;  let  us  fly  their  deceitful  Charms,  and  look 
upon  them  as  one  of  thofe  Draughts,  which,  thoucrh 
delicious  to  the  Tafle,  conceal  the  mofl:  deadly  Poi- 
fon.  Not  but  I  think  it  pofllble  for  a  Philofopher 
to  be  fenfible  of  the  Paflion  of  Love,  and  that 
there  are  fome  Women  dcferving  of  the  Efteeni 
of  thofe  that  are  the  moft  rigid.  But  there's  great 
Danger  of  being  deceiv'd  in  the  Choice.  The  Heart 
of  Man  is  commonly  determin'd  by  its  own  Incli- 
nation 3  and,  without  flaying  to  be  advifed  by  Kea- 
*  Parodies  of  fQntaim^  firfl  Fable. 

fon 
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fon,  bllndlv  follows  the  Biafs  which  draws  It.  Love 
is  kindled  by  a  Glance  of  the  Eye,  inftead  of  beino" 
the  Fruit  of  Refledlion,  and  is  fed  by  a  certain  Sym- 
pathy, but  fcldom  by  an  Acquaintance  with  the  Per- 
fe-ftions  of  the  Objedl  belov'd  ;  and  'tis  extinguifh'd^ 
often  without  knowing  why,  the  very  Moment  when 
it  was  leiift  expe6led. 

*  "It  has  been  frequently  difputed,  whether  a  Man 
of  Learning,  and  one  that  applies  to  the  Sciences, 
ought  to  marry  ;  and  feveral  Arguments  haye   been 
urg'd  pro  and  con.     But,  for  my  Part,  I  think  'tis  far 
better  for  all  that  are  inclin'd   to  Study,  to  enjoy 
intire  Liberty,  than  to  be  in  a  fort  of  Slavery,  which, 
be  it  ever  fo  gentle,   is   neverthekfs  Ibmetimcs  dif- 
agreeable.  To  be  a  Woman,  and  not  have  Whimfics, 
is  a  thing  impoflible.   She  that  has  feweft,  is  the  v/ifeft. 
A  Fhilcfopher  is  diverted  in  his  Refle61:ions   by  the 
Uneafmefs  and  Cares  of  Houfekeeping.    Be  he  ever 
fo  poor,  if  he  is  fingle,  he  can  eafily  maintain  him- 
felf;  but  when  he  is  married,  the  Cafe  is  otherwife. 
If  he  is' rich,  he  is  ftill  the  more  embarrafs'd  ;   the 
Advancement  of  his  Family,  the  Settlement  of  his 
Children,  the  Whimfies  and  Ambition  of  his  Wife  ; 
all  things  of  this  kind  teaze  and  torment  him,  be  he 
ever  fo  much  Mafter  of  himfelf  and   liis   Pa/Tions. 
I  am  fure  that  Socrates^  notwithftandiiig  his  Philofo- 
piiical  Phlegm,  would   have  been   glad  more   than 
cnce,  that  all  the  Devils  in  Hell  had  his  Wife.     If 
he  did  not  fay  it,  believe  me,  dear  Ifaac^  he  certainly 
thouo-ht  fo.     Were  it  but  the  Fafliion  in  France  fcr 
a  Man  to  fell  his  Wife  when  he  is  weary  of  her,   I 
know  a  great  many  Men  of  Learning,  who  wou'd 
part  with  theirs  very  cheap  ;  and  if  this  Privilege  was 
only  granted  to  Students,  the  greateft  Drones  among 
the  French  would  foon  cultivate  the  Sciences,   in  or- 
^'c  to  acquire  fo  noble  a  Prerogative. 
Tare  thee  well,  d^^rffaac,  live  content  and  happv. 

LET- 
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LETTER     LXXXIV. 

From    Aaron    Monceca,    at  Paris, 
I  s  A  A  c  O  N  I  s,  in  Egypu 


/# 


Dear  Is  A  AC, 

^TT'  Hen  I  fee,  in  the  feveral  Countries  thro* 
^^  wliich  I  travel,  a  Number  of  happy  People, 
yet  ignorant,  and  almofi:  reduc'd  to' the  Inftini^l  of 
Beails,  I  confider  the  Care  and  Pains,  which  Men 
of  Letters  take,  to  put  themfclves  in  a  way  of 
tranfmitting  their  Name  toPoflerity.  What  Hard- 
ftiips,  what  Mortifications,  do  not  moft  of  'em 
fuffcr !  There  muft  be  foniething  very  cogent  in 
the  Defire  of  penetrating  thro'  the  dark  Night 
of  Ages,  for  a  Man  to  be  fo  ready  t®  facrifice  the 
moft  precious  Seafon  of  Life  to  that  View,  and 
the  only  Time  too  in  which  Life  can  be  truly 
enjoy 'd. 

From  the  few  Years  to  which  Nature  has  h'- 
mited  the  Courfe  of  Man's  Life,  we  fViould  abftract 
the  firfl  fifteen,  as  being  fpent  either  in  Infancv, 
or  in  the  painful  Tafks  of  Education :  ^Vhen 
Man  comes  to  the  1 3th  Luflre,  he  does  nothino;  but 
wafte  every  Day.  The  Mind,  as  well  as  the  Body, 
grows  languid,  and  both  are  equally  a  Prey  to  ail 
Infirmities.  Therefore  reckoning  from  the  Age  of 
16  to  that  of  60,  the  State  of  Man  is  properly  no 
more  than  45  Years ;  and  this  Term  fo  fhort,  fo 
valuable,  is  employ'd  by  Men  of  Learning,  in  pain- 
ful and  often  difagreeable  Occupations,  which  afford 

Vol.  UI.  C  thom. 
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tlicm  no  other  Comfort  than   the  Hopes  of  having 
their  Memory  tranfmitted  to  Poflerity. 

I  own,  dear  Ifaac^  that  the  Sciences,  when  we 
have  once  flripp'd  them  of  the  Difficulties  that  at- 
tend them,  have  fomething  in  them  that  is  fatisfac- 
tory  ;  and  that  a  Geometrician,  and  a  natural  Phi- 
lofopher,  after  having  taken  infinite  Pains  for  a 
Courfe  of  20  Years,  think  themfelves  well  rewarded 
by  the  Difcovery  of  fome  Truths,  'till  then  unknown. 
But  if  they  would  dive  into  their  own  Hearts,  they 
would  perceive,  that  the  Hopes  of  immortalizing 
their  Names,  are  a  much  ftronger  Incentive  to  them 
to  be  affiduous  in  the  Search  of  thofe  new  Truths, 
than  the  mere  Pleafure  of  extricating  them  from  the 
Chaos  in  which  they  were  bury'd.  If  they  were 
well  afiured  that  nobody  but  themfelves  could  dif- 
tover  them,  and  that  they  fliould  never  be  allow'd 
to  divulge  them.,  I  very  much  queftion  whether  they 
v/ou'd  be  willing  to  purchafe  the  Knowledge  of 
them,  by  the  continued  Toil  and  Labour  of  fo  many 
Years  together. 

Philofophers,  and  Men  of  Learning,  are  inceffantly 
talking  of  the   Contempt   of  Glory,    of  Wifdcm, 
and  of  the  Tranquility  of  the  Soul.     Notwithlland-  . 
jiigall  their  fine  and  magnificent  Harangues,  'tis  cer- 
lain,  that  were  it  not  for  Gkry  and  Vanity,  Igno- 
rance would  extend  its  Empire  over  all  Mankind. 
'I'was  to  the  Defire  of  being  diftinguifh'd  from  the 
V-ukar,  of  excelling  their  Feilow-Creatures,  and  of 
infpiring  them  with   Admiration,  that  Antiquity  ow'd 
\hcJri/htIe's^  tht  Plato's^  the  Sophocles* s^  the  Euripi^ 
eies'sy  and  the  DemoJihcnes'L.:  And  to  the  fame  De- 
fire  do  the  Moderns  owe  the  illuftrious  Men  that 
have  perform'd  fuch  fine  and  fuch  noble  Works  in 
thefe  latter  Davs. 

If  all  the  learned  Men,  of  the  feveral  kinds,  had 
notiiing  in  View  but  to  ftudy  the  moral  Virtues,  arni 

to 
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to  perfect  themfclvcs  in  Wifdom,  they  would  have 
coafin'd  their  Application  to  the  Knowledge  of 
themfelves.  They  would  not  have  ftudy'd  to 
nieafure  the  Heavens,  to  follow  the  Planets  in  their 
Courfe,  to  examine  the  various  Productions  ot 
Nature,  to  aiiatomize  them,  and  to  extend  their 
Searches  to  fuch  a  Nicetv,  as  to  difcover  the 
Weight  of  the  Air.  '  AW  {\\\s^  they  zuou'd  have  faidy 
does  not  anfwer  our  Defigns.  AVhat  is  the  End 
we  have  in  View?  'Tis  to  find  the  Means  of 
being  happy  ourfelves,  and  of  promoting  the  Hap- 
pinefs  of  other  Men.  Let  us,  therefore,  ftudy 
what<;ver  may  ferve  to  render  us  virtuous,  and  let 
us  communicate  our  wifeft  Reflections  to  our 
Companions  and  Countrymen.  What  Profit  will 
it  be  to  them  to  know  that  there  is  no  Vacuum, 
and  that  the  Earth  moves  round  the  Sun?  It 
won't  render  them  better  natur'd,  nor  more  affable, 
nor  more  virtuous,  nor  more  ferenc,  nor  even 
more  happy.  The  Ignorant,  who  know  nothing 
but  what  they  have  learnt  from  Nature,  aflifted 
by  fome  weak  and  general  Inflruclions,  are  often 
more  happv  tiian  Men  of  Learning.  How  many 
Tradefmcn  are  there,  v/ho,  follov/ing  their  Occu- 
pations quietly  at  liome,  live  without  Ambition, 
with  all  their  Family  about  them,  with  much 
more  Comfort  and  Satisficlion  than  the  greareit 
Philofophers  in  the  midft  of  their  Studies,  with 
Piles  of  Books  about  them,  winch  treat  of  the 
.Contempt  of  Glory!  'Tis  noL Learning,  there- 
fore, that  renders  People  hanpv,  but  Probity. 
Natural  Philofophy,  MetaphxyUcs,  and  Rhetoric, 
all  of  them  together,  are  not  productive  of  true 
Vv^ifdora,  becaufe  'tis  fometimcs  found  with  a 
Shoemaker  and  a  Ploughman.  We  muft  feek  it 
where  it  is  to  be  found,  and  prefer  the  quiet  and 
peaceable  Ignorance  of  a  poor  Mcclwuic  to  the 
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'  unprofitable  Learning   of  a  Philofopher,    and  a 
*   Rhetorician.' 

'Tis  certain  dear  Ifaac^  that  if  they,  who  have 
been  at  fo  much  Pains  to  communicate  the  Know- 
Icjo^e  they  have  acquired   to    Mankind,    had   a6led 
only  from  a  Love  to  Wifdom,    they  could   not  have 
help'd   making  thofe  Reflections 3     and,    by  confe- 
qucnce,   thev  would  have  thought  it  a  hundred  times 
more  ufeful,    to  teach  them  the   Art  of  living  happy 
and  quiet,  than  to  ramble  in  queft  of  fome  Trutiii?, 
the  Knowledge  of  which,  tho'   not   to  be  acquir'd 
without  infinite  Toil,   is,  after  all,  of  no  Benefit. 
Fhey  would  have  faid  to  them  in  plain  Terms,   '  Lay 
hold  of  the  prefent  Jun6ture;  be  virtuous,  mind  " 
your  Bufinefs,  and  don't  idly  fquander  away  thofe  ' 
Moments  which  you  can  never  recover.     Time 
flies  away,  and,  as  long  as  your  Confcience  is  not 
troubled  with  Remorfe  for  Crimes,  as  long  as  you  " 
follow  the  Laws  of  Probity,  you  have  every  thing  ' 
that  is  neceflary  to  enjoy  it.     An  Application  to  ^ 
unprofitable  Learning  will  only  ferve  to  rob  you  ' 
of  a  prefent  Good,  in  Hopes  of  a  future  imaginary  ' 
Happinefs.      Wife  Men  want  nothing,  and  Philo-  ' 
fophers  have  need   of  every  thing.       If  you   only  ' 
aim   to    enjoy    thofe    Favours    peaceably,"    which  ' 
Heaven  has  granted  you,    your  Happinefs   is  in  ' 
your  own   Power:  You   have  nothing  to  do  but  ^ 
to  enjoy  it.     But  the  Deftiny  of  Mankind  would  * 
be  very  miferable,  if  their  Happinefs  depended  on  * 
the  Knowledge  of  Things  that  are  quite  foreign  * 
to  them.'  ' 

But  this,  dear  Ifaac^    is  not  the  ufual  Method,  ' 
hich  the  Learned  take  to  inftrudi:  Mankind.     They 
e  far  from  talking  in  fuch  a  Style :  If  they  did,  they 
wou'd  be  like  the  Pontiffs  of  Rome^  thatfhould  blame  * 
People  for  believing  in  Indulgcncies;  and  one  might 
coiilider  them  in  the  fame  Light,   as  People   that 

run 
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run  down  their  own  Merchandife.  Far  from-ncting 
thus,  every  Man  of  Letters  is  for  extolh'nghisown  p^ir- 
ticular  Study  to  the  Skies;  and  is  even  for  eftabliln- 
ing  the  Glory  of  it  at  the  Expcnce  of  tlie  other  Sci- 
ences. A  Ilhetorician  praifes  Phiiofophy  but  faint- 
ly. Tiie  greateil  Effort  of  the  human  Undcrf^and- 
ing  confifts,  according  to  him,  in  the  Talent  of 
perfuading  by  the  Force  of  Eloquence,  and  moving 
the  Heart  by  the  Sublimity  of  Diction.  A  Philo- 
fopher,  on  the  other  liand,  looks  upon  a  Rhetc- 
rlcian  as  a  Declaimer,  whofe  Difcourlls  give  a  falie: 
Luilrc,  and  offer  nothing  that  is  folid  to  th.ofc  who  are 
for  Rcafons,  and  not  R^r  Words.  As  a  naturrJ 
Philofophcr,  he  even  inlirely  condemns  the  U(e 
and  the  Study  of  Rhetoric,  as  Things  pernicious 
to  the  public  Welfare,  They  who  n:ajk  and  pah  it 
TVcfncn^  faid  a  famous  Sceptic  Piiilofophcr,  fpcak- 
ing  of  Rhetoricians,  do  UJs  Havm^  hecoufc  Uis  tii 
great  Matter  whether  we-  fc^  them  in  their  natural 
Complexions  or  no ;  whereas  thefe  make  it  their  Buf:- 
nefs  to  deceive^  net  our  Sights  hut  our  "Judgenient  \ 
and  to  adulterate  and  eorrupt  the  very  EjJ'enct  of  Things. 
The  Republics  that  have  ?naintaind  thenifelvcs  in  a 
regular  and  well-modeWd  Gcvern?7unt,  Juch  as  thofe 
of  Crete,  and  Lacedaemon,  had  Orators  in  no  very 
great  Ejteem  §. 

That  PijlTion,  {q  common  to  the  Learned,  of 
praifing  that  Science  only,  to  which  tliey  apply,  is 
it  not  an  evident  Proof,  that  Vanity,  the  Dcfire  of 
Glory,  and  Ambition,  have  more  Share  in  the  Pain$ 
they  take,  than  the  Love  of  Wifdom?  \{  they  only 
toii'd  for  the  InftrucSlion  of  Mankind,  either  they 
would  folely  apply  themfelves  to  Things  abfolutely 
ufeful,  or  when  thev  cultivated  thofe  that  are  of 
more  Curiofity  than  Profit,  thev  wou'd  praife  al} 
Sciences  alike,  and  not  give  the  E^reference  to  that 

^  Montaigne'' %  Eflays,  lib.  i.  cap.  15.  p.  607. 
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in  which  they  tliink  they  excel.  But,  as  they  have  a 
Notion,  that  the  Efteem  paid  to  it,  has  an  Influence 
upon  that  which  they  hope  to  acquire,  Self-love  unites 
their  Tnterefts  with  the  Intereft  of  that:  For  the 
Philofoplier  thinks,  that  the  more  Philofophy  is  rc- 
fpecSlcd,  his  Perfon  will  he  the  more  in  Efleem. 
T  he  Hiftoiian,  the  Poet,  the  Rhetorician,  have  the 
fame  Idea,  and  they  contend  Vv'hich  fhall  be  moft 
emphatical  in  the  Commendation  of  Hiftory,  Poetry 
^\\(\  Rhetoric. 

The  Love  o{  Wifdom,  dc^ir  Jfaac^  is  not  fo  greedy 
in  Purfuit  of  Praife.  A  Man  v/ho  only  defires  to 
li^'e  to  be  ufeful  to  his  Countrymen,  difcovcrs  not 
Partiality,  as  to  the  Rank  and  Efteem  that  ought  to 
be  granted  to  fuch  as  give  them  Inftru6^ions,  polifh 
their  Underftanding,  or  form  their  Hearts.  But 
Vanity,  and  the  Defire  of  fhining,  and  rifmg  above 
cur  Countrymen,  don't  infpire  Sentiments  fo  dif- 
interefted  5  and  rather  incite  Self-love,  and  create  a 
Jealoufy,  which  is  but  the  more  violent  for  being 
conceal'd.  ^'\\t{^  Pailions  are  the  Caufe  that  Men 
of  Learning  are  commonly  fo  unjuft  to  one  another, 
They  are  alvs/ays  afiaid,  left  the  Reputation  of  others^ 
fhould  diminifh  their  own,  and  ftop  up  their  Pafl'age 
to  that  Immortarfty  to  which  they  afpire  with  fo 
much  P'ury.  I  think,  dear  Ifaac^  I  may,  with 
Reafon,  make  Ufe  of  the  Word  Fury^  to  denote  the 
Pafnon  which  Men  of  Letters  Irave  to  tranfmit 
their  Names  to  Pofteiity.  Some  have  been  guilty 
of  Actions,  almoft  as  extraordinary,  and,  I  may 
venture  to  fay,  alrnoft  as  filly,  and  a^^.  crmiinal,  as 
ErcJiraUis.  Where  {liall  v/e  read  of  a  Death  more 
extravagant  than  that  oi  AriJiotU  was,  if  what  is 
faid  of  it  be  true?  And  was  it  not  the  Height  of 
Vanity,  to  defire  that  Mankind  fhould  be  informed 
he  v^as  not  willing  to  live,  becaufe  he  could  not 
comprehend  a  Secret  of  Nature  ?    Ajul   that  other 
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Philofophcr,  who  threw  himfelf  into  one  of  the  Pits, 
of  Mount  JEtna^  ?vnd  left  his  Shoes  on  the  Brink  ci 
the  Precipice,  that  it  might  be  known  what  kind  of 
Death  he  had  chofe  ;  ought  he  not  to  be  confider'd 
as  a  Viclim  to  the  Fury  of  immortahzing  hi^ 
Name  ? 

Have  not  the  modern  Writers  given  as  (Irons- 
Proofs  as  the  antient,  of  their  violvtiU  Fondnefs  for 
file  Glory  of  being  tranhnitted  to  Poftcritv  ?  Vaninl 
confented  to  be  burnt  alive  rather  than  rctr^^ct  his" 
abominable  Syftem.  He  thought  that  hif  Followers 
wou'd  have  the  lefs  Fftcem  for  his  Works,  if  he  did 
not  maintain  the  abfurd  Ijnpieties  oi  tlicm,  ev^n  to 
Death.  1  hey  tell  a  very  particular  Story  of  him, 
which  plainly  flieu's  the  Obdinacy  and  Vanity  of  a 
learned  Man,  careful  how  he  favs  nnv  thing  that 
may  diminifh  the  Reputation  and  A V eight  of  liio 
W^ritings.  When  he  was  bound  to  the  Stake,  after 
fome  Reflection  on  the  'Forment  he  vva;  going  to  fui  - 
fer,  he  cry'd  out.  Oh !  Gody  IVhat  Torture  am  1 
condemned  to?  A  Pried  who  attended  him  to  Tiic 
Scaffold,  to  exhort  him  to  ov*'n  the  Exidcnce  o\  the 
Divine  Being,  took  hold  of  J'tminrs  Exxlamatioii, 
and  faid,  Thsre  is  a  God  then ^  ftnce  yoii  call  upon  h'"r, 
nat^s  a  JVcy  of  f peaking^  reply 'd  the  Athcid,  ivhicn 
is  of  no  Cmfequence.  Tiicfe  were  the  lad  Words  he 
fpoke  J  for  the  Flames  of  the  Pde,  which  was  light- 
ed that  Indant,  hindcr'd  him  from  uttering  any 
more  of  his  Blafphemies  f . 

Other 

f  This  Account  feems  direiflly  coritradii5lory  to  what 
Morery  reports,  who  fays,  that  Fanhfs  Tongue  was  cut 
our  J  which  if  true,  how  cou'd  he  fpeak  when  he  was 
ty'd  to  the  Stake?  To  reconcile  thefe  different  Accourt  , 
it  muil  be  fuppos'd,  that  Vanivi  talked  at  that  rate  ^-little 
before  his  Tongue  was  cut  out ;  arid  that  this  was  no  fooner 
done  bat  the  file  was  fet  on  Fire.  Aaron  Mgnceca,  to 
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Other  learned  Men  there  have  been,  who,  tho' 
not  fb  vain  as  thofc  1  liavc  mention'd,  have,  nevcr- 
thelcfs,  done  Things  directly  contrary  to  their  Re- 
pofc  and  Tranquihty,  becaufethey  hop*d  they  fhou'd 
extend  their  Names  to  Immortality.  How  many 
are  there  that  have  fufFer'd  Banifhment,  Imprifoii- 
r.cnt,  and  the  Lofs  of  all  they  had  in  the  World, 
who  might  have  avoided  all  thofe  Misfortunes,  by 
fupprefiing  their  Works,  or  by  difowning  them  f 
They  chofe  rather  to  lofe  all  they  had,  and  to  groan 
imder  a  harfh  Captivity,  or  Banifhmenf  from  their 
Country,  than  to  have  their  Memories  extinft. 

ThatGrtf^i  Bifhop,  who  confented  to  be  deprived 
cf  his  Bifhopric  rather  than  difown  his  being  the 
Author  of  the  Romance  of  Thengenes  and  Charid'e^ 
has  been  imitated  by  many  in  thefe  latter  Ages.  Ar- 
naiid  ^lefnely  St.  Ciran,  and  many  other  Writers,, 
might  have  livM  and  dy'd  in  Peace,  if  they  had  not 
meddled  with  the  Hiftory  of  the  Times.  If  the 
folitary  Gentlemen  of  Port-Royal  had  writ  no  more 
than  the  Mathurins^  or  if  their  Books  had  been  no 
better  than  thofe  compos'd  by  the  Capuchins^  they 
might  Hill  have  enjoy'd  their  Retirement ;  but  their 
PafTion  for  immortalizing  their  Name,  and  the  J^a- 
ioufy,  or  Hatred,  which  they  had  conceived  againft 
the  Jefuits,  proved  their  total  Ruin. 

Be  the  imm.oderate  Dcfire  l^f  Glory  ever  fo  faral 
to  the  Generality  of  Men  of  Learning,  they  ought, 

vhom  I  wrote  at  Conftanthople^  for  an  Explanation  of 
this  Matter,  returned  me  for  Anfwer,  That  he  had  read 
the  PafTage  which  lie  had  reported^,  in  a  very  good 
Author,  whofe  Name  he  cou'd  not  recoiled  ;  and  added, 
that  he  remcmberM  the  original  Terms  of  the  Converfa- 
lion,  Jh  Deus  !  Ergo  eji  Deus,  faid  the  Prieft  :  Modus 
ell  loquendl,  reply'd  Vanini.  I  wou'd  willingly  have 
lupprcfs'd  this  Palfage  ;  but  after  Aaron  Mov.cccah  An-. 
iwtT-i  1  thoug-t  fit  to  tranfl^te  it  juil  as  it  is. 
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dear  Ifaac^  to  have  our  Pardon  /or  the  fake  of  thq 
Profit  we  reap  from  them.  Since  die  Emulation,, 
with  which  they  vie  with  one  another,  excites  them 
to  produce  a  thoufand  fine  Works,  they  are  only 
to  be  pity'd  for  fufFering  Ambition,  inftead  of  Wif- 
dom,  to  be  the  Motive  of  what  they  do  ;  and  we 
mud  own,  however,  that  we  have  Obligations  ta 
the  very  Vice  which  we  condemn  ;  for  it  fupplies 
the  Want  of  Virtue,  and,  without  it,  the  Sciences 
Would  languifh. 

IF  there  are  any  Faults  to  be  forgiven,  undoubt- 
edly they  mud  be  thofe  which  fo  much  a(ft  the  Part 
of  Wifdom,  that  it  requires  long  Speculation  to  per- 
ceive their  Imperfection.  Befidcs,  all  the  Learned 
don't  pufh  the  Defirc  of  Glory,  and  the  Paflion 
for  being  taik'd  of,  to  Extremity.  In  all  the  various 
States  of  Life,  in  all  the  difi-erent  Profeflions,  there 
nrc  many  People  vc-'ho  carry  things  to  the  utinoft 
Period  ;  and  the  Cafe  is  generally  the  fame  with  tlie 
Men  of  Learning.  But  fome  there  are  who  curb 
their  Dcfires,  and  wont  fuftcr  'em  to  carry  tliem  be- 
yond certain  Bounds.  If  it  be  true,  that  all  are 
greedy  of  Immortality,  'lis  equally  tiuC;  that  they 
don't  all  employ  the  fame  Means  to  attain  to  it  %, 
and  that  they  are  not  willing  to  purchnfe  it  at  the 
fame  Price. 

Farewell,  dear  Ifaa.c^  and  live  content  and 
happy. 


C<  LETTER 
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LETTER     LXXXV. 

From  Aaron  Monceca,    at   Paris,    to 
Jacob  Brito,  at  Montpellier, 

^T^  U  E  Nazarejies^  dear  Jacobs  are  the  very  firft 
People  to  ridicule  their  Monks,  and  their  fu- 
perftitious  Ceremonies.  There  are,  every  now-and' 
then,  ferae  fprightly  bold  Genius's,  who  breaking 
thro^  all  Reftraint,  hold  out  the  Torch  of  Reafon 
full  in  the  Eyes  of  the  People  j  but  the  Monks 
jocn  obfcure  this  tranntory  Light,,  and  none  but 
Philofophers  make  ufe  of  it,  to  fortify  their  Minds 
againft  the  Attacks  of  Superftition.  I  have  been  juft 
reading  a  Book  of  this  Character,  written  by  a  Na- 
%arcne,  intitled,  The  Hr/fory  of  the  admirable  Don 
Inigo  ^  Guipufcoa,  a  Kjilght  cf  the  Firgm,  and 
Founder  of  the  Monarchy  (T/'f/;^  Inighifls,  zvith  a  fiort 
Account  of  the  EJiabl'iJhment  and  Gov  eminent  of  that 
formidable  Monarchy^  by  M.  Hercules  Rasiel 
DE  Selva  f.  'Tis  a  hvely  and  engaging  Pidlure 
«of  the  furprizing  and  extraordinary  Actions  of  one  of 
ih^  chief  Heroes  cf  the  Monaftic  State^  and  even 
of  Na%arenifm. 

This  Man,  whofe  Name  was  Inigo ^  was  a  Spa^ 
tiiard'y  he  was  vain,  proud  and  ignorant,  as  are  moit 
of  his  Nation;  a  moft  obfequious  Lover,  alv/aya 
ready  to  lofe  his  Life  for  the  Ladies,  and  to  undertake 
the  moft  extraordinary  Things  in  the  World.     And 

■f  This  Book  was  printed  at  th.?  Haguey  in  2  Volumes 
t^Qy  for  the  Widow  Le^visr^ 

thus 
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thus  does  tlie  Author  of  that  Work  paint  him,  be- 
fore his  Brains  were  quite  turn'd  by  a  fanatical  De- 
votion. Thefe  are  the  Terms  in  which  he  fpeaks  of 
him  :    '   Glory  and   Love  were  liis  prevailing  Paf- 

*  fions.  He  could  not  imagine  how  a  Man  ot  Q^ux- 
'  lity  could  live  with  Honour  without  a  great  Share 
'  of  Ambition,    or  be   happy   without    Gallantry. 

*  Thefe  two  Paffions  engrofled  him  in  their  Turn. 
'  All  the  Time  that  the  Campaign  lallcd,  he  de- 

*  voted  to  Glory  ;  and  i'o  eagerly  did  he  purfue  it, 

*  that  he  run  the  Hazard  of  Battles  to  obtain  it. 
'But  while  th.e  Tioops  were  in  their  Summer  or 

*  Winter  Quarters,  he   repofcd   liimfclf,    alter   llie 

*  Toils  of  Mars^  m  the  Arms  of  Venus,  ' 

That's  the  Pidlure  which  the  Author  draws  of  \\\^ 
Kniglit-Errant,  whicli  is  the  Name  that  he  gives 
him  throughout  his  whole  Work  ;  and  he  draws  an 
cxa6t  Parallel  between  Don  Inlgo  of  Guipnfcoa^  and 
Don  ^uixot  de  la  Mancha.  Perhaps,  dear  Jaccl^ 
thou  wilt  not  be  difplcafcd  to  know  the  Grounds  this 
Writer  had  to  make  (o  pleafant  a  Conip.-.rifon.  ilc, 
fays  in  the  firfl  Place,  that  the  Extravagancies  oi] 
both  the  Knights-Errant  were  intirely  owing  to  Read-. 
ijig.  The  Amad'is  depriv'd  Don  .^ulxot  ds  la  Afan- 
cha  of  his  Senfes,  and  Spiritual  Romances  had  ti.c 
fame  Eflecl:  upon  Don  Jti'igc  dc  Gulpufcoa.  Hiviiig 
kept  his  Bed  fo  long  upon  account  of  a  Wound  Ik" 
rcceiv&d  at  a  Siege,  that  he  was  quite  weary  of  jr, 
a  Book  v/as  brought  him  in  the  CajViUon  Language, 
fays  the  Writer  of  his  pious  Follies,  vvhich  had  the 
Title  of  rlie  faints  Floivcr.  '  'i^his  facred  Romanct , 
'   abounding  with  marvellous  Stories,    aftccicd   hi  in 

*  almoft  as  much  at  firft,  and  afterv/ards  much  more 

*  than  the  Books  of  Chivalry,  which  till  then  had 

*  been  his  fole  Delight.  He  admired  that  ramblii>g 
<  Difpofition  of  the  Saints  Errant^  which  made  theiu 
'  travel  from  one  End  of  the  World   to  the  orl-.cr 

C  6  ♦  Withe  I  it 


36  773^  Jewish  Spy.    Let.  Sf. 

'  without  any  Provifion  \  Thus,  my  dear  BritOy 
thou  haft  a  T)cm  ^iixoi  in  Pcrfe6lion,  his  very  Terms, 
Phrafes,  Exprcflions,  Ideas  and  Sentiments. 

The  Author  too  is  every  whk  as  unlucky  in  the 
avTethod  he  takes  to  determine  his  Hero  to  go  in  queft 
of  his  Adventures.  In  one  fmgle  Paflage  he  banters 
ali  thofe  Zealots  heated  by  a  fuperflitious  Devotion, 
whofe  ridiculous  Actions  were  looked  upon  as  A4i- 
jacles,  by  the  Na%arene  Vulgar,  and  preached  up  as 
Examples  of  the  fublimeft  San(5lity  by  a  whole  Croud 
cf  fanatical  Monks,  '  What's  the  matter,  fays  the 
Kmght- Errant  Do7i  Inigo,  that  I,  who  am  of  fo 
rcbuft  a  Conftitution,  can't  do  what  fo  many 
puny  Saints  have  done  ?  Why  can't  I  content 
myfelf,  as  St.  Hilarian  did,  with  only  four  Figs 
a  Day  after  Sun-fet ;  or  live,  as  St.  Apolknius  did,, 
upon  nothing  but  raw  Herbs,  as  they  are  pro- 
duced by  the  Earth,  without  Cultivation,  the 
fame  which  are  browfed  by  the  Beafls  ?  Why  can't 
I  flcep  upon  aStonev^qthout  leaning  on  it,  as  well 
as  St.  Facomim ;  or  fit  in  the  hollov/  Trunk  of  a 
Tree,  encompalTed  with  {harp  Stakes,  as  St.  Z«/- 
rard\  or  even  not  lie  down  at  all,  hke  St.  Doro- 
thy  the  Thehan?  Why  can't  I  make  two  hundred 
GcnuRexions  a  Dav  like  St.  Gulngahis^  pray  three 
hundred  time*^  a  Day  like  St.  Faid  the  Anchoret^ 
and  like  St.  Polychrcn^  fay  my  Prayers  with  the 
Root  of  a  great  Oak  upon  my  Shoulders  ?  What  \ 
ihall  I,  who  have  with  fo  much  Conftancy,  fuf- 
fcrcd-fuch  cruel  Torture  for  the  fake  of  wearing 
a  tight  Boot  of  Spojii/h  Leather,  refufe  to  fufFer 
lefTer  Evils  for  the  fake  of  becoming  a  great  Saint?' 
Sure,  if  one  St.  Daniel  had  tke  Courage  to  imitate 
the  admirable  St.  Simeon  the  Stilite,  who  ftood 
Day  and  Night  oi).  the  Top  of  a  Column  forty 
Cubits  high,  what  fhould  hinder  me  to  do  the 
ikme  ?  or  at  ieaft  like  St.  Baradat  and  St.  Thalella^ 
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to  bend  myfelf  quite  double  In  a  Cage  upon  the 
Point  of  a  Rock,  or  be  fufpended  in  the  Air  ? 
What  fhall  prevent  me  from  quenching  the  Flames 
of  Concupifcence,  by  throwing  myfelf  naked 
amon2;ft  a  Swarm  of  Flies  like  St.  Macaire  of  Alex^ 
andr'ia^  or  into  a  Heap  of  Briars  and  Thorns  like 
St.  BenediSf^  or  into  Water  in  the  midft  of  Winter 
like  St.  AdhelmuSy  and  St.  Ulfnc,  or  among  Ice 
and  Snow  like  the  Seraphic  St.  Fraiicis}  What 
hinders,  in  fine,  that  I  ihould  not  give  myfelf  a 
a  thouCmd  Lafhes  a  Day  with  a  Rod  as  St.  Anthel- 
mu5  did,  or  even  to  imitate  the  Great  St.  Dcniinic 
the  Najiy^  who  gave  himfelf  three  hundred  thou- 
fand  Lallscs  a  Week,  while  he  repeated  a  Score  of 
Pfalters  ?  Was  not  their  Flefh  of  the  fame  Nature 
as  mine,  or  fliall  my  Fervency  and  Courage  be 
lefs  than  theirs  ? ' 
All  thcfe  Atchicvemcnts  of  thcfe  pious  Errants, 
thefe  rambling  Votaries,  are  the  Motives  by  which, 
according  to  the  Author,  Don  Inigo  v/as  determined 
to  quit  the  World  intirely,  and  to  embrace  Spiritual 
Kni2;ht-Errantry,  Motives  which  are  at  lead  as  ridi-, 
culous  as  thofe  which  determined  Don  ,^ixot. 

Is  there  any  thing  in  efFe6l  fo  ridiculous  as  to 
imagine,  that  the  Deity  delights  to  fee  the  Difcipline 
excrcis'd  upon  the  nafty  Pofteriors  of  the  Monks, 
or  in  the  Extravagancies  of  two  or  three  Hermits 
capering  like  Ainadis  on  a  defolate  Rock,  or  Don 
^ixot  on  the  Black  Aloimtain  ?  What  Blindnefs  is 
this,  dear  Jaccb  I  The  more  I  reflect  upon  Man- 
kind in  the  general,  the  more  fenfelefs  I  think  them^ 
and  the  more  to  be  pitied.  There  is  no  Extravagance* 
which  they  don^t  accommodate  to  the  Idea  they  form 
to  themfelveS'  of  the  Deity  j  they  ftifle  the  natural 
Light  which  they  have  received,  with  a  thoufand 
Chimera's,  and  by  their  Fooleries  they  render  the 
Deity  whom  they  worship,  almoft  as  contemptible 
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as  the  Pagans  fender  him  ridiculous  by  their  Multi- 
plicity of  Deities. 

I  don't  think,  dear  Brlto^  that  there's  a  greater 
Abfurdity  in  believing  that  a  Piece  of  Wood  or  Stone 
fhares  a  Ray  of  the  Divine  EiTence,  than  to  fancy 
that  half  a  dozen  Scourges  are  enough  to  merit  the 
Protedlion  of  the  Almighty,  Eternal  and  Supreme 
Being,  and  that  Heaven  has  any  Concern  about  the 
Buttocs  of  a  Capuchin.  But  fome  Nazarenes  will 
fay,  Thefe  Lafhes,  thefe  Severities,  mortify  the  Lufls 
of  the  Flefh.  What !  cannot  the  Nazareties  refill 
Temptation  without  being  obliged  to  do  fuch  extra- 
vagant Things  ?  Can't  they  turn  afide  their  Mind 
from  Evil,  by  no  other  Means  but  ftupif)  ing  it  ?  I 
pity  them  for  being  fo  wicked,  that  they  cannot  be 
good,  wife  and  virtuous,  but  by  becoming  imperti- 
nent and  ridiculous  Fools.  The  Philofophers,  and 
even  they  whofe  Syftem  was  the  moft  oppofite  to 
the  Divine  Being,  had  no  recourfe  to  fuch  Extrava- 
gancies to  refine  their  Morals.  Virtue  appeared  ami- 
able enough  of  itfelf  in  their  Eyes  to  deferve  their  Care 
in  cultivating  it.  Epicurus^  the  Chief  of  a  Se<5l  fo  op- 
pofite to  that  of  the  Stoics^  forced  thofe  Philofophers 
however  to  do  Juflice  to  his  Merit,  and  to  own  that 
his  Stnfe  of  Pleafure  was  very  grave  and  infipid  *. 
The  moft  illuftrious  of  the  Nazarene  Doftors  have 
themfelves  confefled,  that  they  were  charmed  with 
the  Wifdom  and  Temperance  of  Epicurus  f  -,  yet 

*  Ncc  DeftimaturVoluptas  illaEpicuri,  ita  enim  mehercule 
"fentio,  cuin  fobria  &ficca  fit.  Senecade  'vltdhcatd,  cap.  xiii, 

•\  Epicurum  accepturum  fuijfe  Pa  Imam  in  Animo  meo, 
vifi  ego  credldijfem  poji  Mori  em  reft  are  Anitna  Vttam  ^ 
FruBus  Meritor'um,  quod  Epicurus  credere  noliiit ',  i.e.  I 
(hould  be  apt  to  adjudge  the  Palm  to  Epicurus^  if  I  did 
not  believe  the  Life  of  the  Soul  after  the  Death  of  the 
Body,  and  the  Fruit  of  Merit,  which  Epicurus  would  not 
believe.     Augujl,  in  Confejf,  lib,  ii.  cap>  16. 

thai;- 
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that  Philofopher  never  fubmitted  his  Back-ride"*to  be 
fiay'dj  and  did  not  think  the  Icratching  his  Flefh  with 
Briars  was  a  Means  to  become  virtuous. 

The  Pailage  I  Juft  now  quoted  to  thee  appears 
ftill  more  ridiculous  from  its  Refemblance  to  what 
we  read  in  Michael  de  Cervantes^  of  the  Motive  that 
determined  Don  ^dxot  to  make  his  firfl  Sallv.  I 
will  tranfcribe  it  for  thee,  that  thou  may'ft  be  the 
better  able  to  judge  v/hich  of  the  two  were  tlic  moft 
extravagant  Knights-Errant,  tlie  Temporal  or  the 
Spiritual. 

'  Don  ^dxot  ufed  to  fay,  that  the  C'ld  Ruy  DJas 
was  a  very  brave  Knight ;  but  that  there  was  no 
Comparifon  between  him  and  the  Knight  oi  the 
FLwmig  Sword,  who  with  a  fmgle  Back-flroke 
cut  oft'  two  monflrous  tall  Giants  in  the  Middle. 
Bernard  de  Carpio  v^TiS  in  his  Graces,  bccaufe  in 
the  Plain  of  Roncevalles  he  difpatched  Orlando^  as 
much  enchanted  as  he  was,  having  lifted  him  from 
the  Ground,  and  chocik'd  him  in  the  Air  ji;{l  as 
Hercules  fqueezcd  to  Death  in  his  Arms  that  pro- 
digious Son  of  the  Earth  Antccm.  He  alfo  fpoke 
handfomcly  of  the  Giant  Morgan^  who,  though 
he  was  of  that  Race  of  Giants  that  was  intolerably 
proud  and  brutifh,  was  however  civil  and  affable. 
But  of  all  Men  in  the  World,  he  admired  Rinal- 
do  of  Montalban^  efpecially  when  he  faw  him  fally 
out  of  his  Caftle,  and  rob  all  he  met ;  and  then 
again,  when  in  Barbary  he  carried  away  the  Idol 
of  Mahomet^  which  was  of  mafiy  Gold,  as  the 
Hiftory  fays  *  '. 
Thou  feeft,  dear  Jacob ^  that  the  Parallel 'betwixt 
the  Hero  of  Guipufcoa  and  the  Hero  of  La  'Mamha 
is  veryjufl:,  and  that  the  Reafons  which  both  had 
to  embrace  their  Condition  of  Life  were  equally 

f  Don  ^i.xot.  Book  I. 

extravagant, 
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extravagant.  Yet  in  Procefs  of  Time  Don  Inigo 
far  outftripped  Don  ^dxot^  and  notwithftanding 
all  his  Follies,  formed  a  powerful  and  awful  Society  ; 
for  thou  muft  know  that  Don  Inlgo  de  Gulpufcoa  is 
no  other  than  the  famous  Ignatius  of  Loyola^  and 
that  the  Monarchy  of  the  Inghijfs  is  no  other  than 
that  of  the  Jefuits,  which  is  lince  become  fo  for- 
midable to  all  Mankind.  The  Author  gives  a  very 
curious  Account  of  its  fudden  and  prodigious  Eila- 
blifhment  in  all  Parts  of  the  World  in  three  or  four- 
fcore  Years  Time,  and  this  too  notwithftanding  the 
ftrenuous  Oppofition  of  the  moft  potent  and  the  mofl: 
celebrated  Bodies.  Without  g-ivino;  them  ill  Lan- 
guage,  he  there  paints  to  the  Life  People  whom  every 
body  pretends  to  talk  of,  without  knowing  them ; 
as  he  does  Juftice  to  their  good  Qiialities,  fo  he 
does  not  fpare  to  tell  them  their  bad  ones.  Yet  what 
he  mentions  of  'em  is  little  more  than  Vv'hat  the  Je- 
fuits themfelves  have  faid  of  them.  But  by  the  Form 
and  Turn  that  he  gives  to  what  he  borrows  from 
them,  he  evidently  fhews  the  Ridiculoufnefs  of  the 
ytious  Follies  of  their  Hero,  which  they  have  affe£leJ 
to  give  out  for  Miracles.  He  does  not  forget  thole 
efpecially  that  they  wrought  at  his  Apotheofis,  which 
cxpofed  them  as  much  to  Laughter  as  to  public  In- 
dignation. He  artfully  lays  open  their  fecret  Views, 
and  the  mc^  hidden  Springs  of  their  Politics,  and 
clearly  difcovers  the  Liconveniencies  of  their  Morals. 
In  a  Word,  'tis  an  exa£t  Pi6lure  of  their  Maxims, 
and  their  Conduct  j  and  next  to  the  famous  Proving 
fm/ Letters,  I  have  read  nothing  fo  good  or  fo  well- 
written  upon  the  Subject:. 

As  this  Book  is  privately  handed  about  here,  I 
^ould  not  have  feen  it,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
Chevalier  de  Maifin,  I  know  not  what  the  Reverend 
Fathers  will  fay  to  it  when  it  comes  more  abroad  ; 
but  fure  I  am,  they  will  not  fay  that  it  defcended 
^  froni 
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from  Heaven,  as  they  affirmed  of  a  certain  Book 
publifh'd  by  their  Intgs  at  a  Time  when  he  was  fo 
ignorant,  that  when  he  was  a  Student  it  Paris  fome 
Years  after,  in  the  College  of  St.  Barbe^  he  had 
like  to  have  been  whipped  at  thirtv  three  Years  old. 
TJiis  induced  his  Difciples  to  affirm,  that  God  had 
fcnt  this  myftic  Book,  entitled.  Spiritual  Exercifes^ 
to  Inigo  by  the  Angel  Gabriel  from  Heaven  *. 
Though  this  is  a  Conceit  taken  from  the  Turksy 
and  is  the  Canal  by  which  Mahomet  affirmed  that  the 
Alcoran  was  dcliverM  to  him,  yet  the  Jefuits  have  not 
fcruplcd  to  make  ufe  of  it ;  for  finding  it  fit  to  ferve 
their  Turns,  they  thought  there  was  no  harm  in 
making  the  Archangel  Gabriel  take  t'other  Journey 
to  the  Earth;  though  this  celeflial  MefTenger  cannot 
be  pleafcd  at  his  being  thus  made  a  Hawker  of  very 
bad  Books,  lliis  being  fo,  I  wonder  that  they  did 
not  make  him  alfo  the  Carrier  of  the  Life  of  Maria 
Alacoque^  and  of  the  Truth  of  the  Miracles  of  the 
Abbe  Paris  demonflrated,  which  are  not  inferior  to 
any  of  the  kind. 

Fare  thee  well,  dear  Brito\  live  content  and  hap- 
py, and  let  us  always  make  merry  with  the  Follies 
of  our  Perfecutors. 

*  Refert  LuJo'vicus  de  Pcnte,  Vir  omni  exceptione  major, 
in  Vita  P.  Baltafaris  Alvarez,  cap.  43.  Deion  hac  Exer- 
K\t\2i  fati SI 0  Fatri  nojlro  re'velajfe^  imo  pcrQahrielem  Arch-^ 
angel  urn  non  nemini  fuij/e  a  Dei  par  a  Virgine  Jignijicatutn, 
fe  Patronam  eorum,  Fundairicenty  aique  AdjtitricemjuiJ/e, 
docuijfcque  Ignatium,  ut  ea  Jlc  conclperet ,  i.  e.  Le-tvis  ds 
Ponte,  an  unexceptionable  Author,  relates  in  the  Life  of 
Father  Bait  afar  Aharez,  cap.  43.  that  God  revealed 
thofe  Exerci/es  to  our  holy  Father,  and  that  it  was  noto- 
fied  by  Gabriel  the  Archangel  to  ail  the  World  on  the^ 
Part  of  the  Virgin  Mother  of  God,  that  Hie  was  their 
Patronefs,  Foandrefs  and  Supporter,  and  had  taught  Igna- 
lius  to  thijjk  fo  too.  Sofyjel,  Bibliotheca  S  octet  at.  Jefu,  p.  i  ► 

LETTER 
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Fro?n  Jacob    Brito,    al  Montpellier  io 
Aaron   Monceca,   ^/  Paris. 

T  Promifed  thee,  dear  Monceca^  in  mv  laft,  fome 
Account  of  die  Phyficians  of  this  City,  whofe 
Reputation  is  very  great.  After  feveral  Converfa- 
tions  v/ith  fome  of  the  moft  able  Men  of  the  Faculty, 
I  am  ftill  of  the  fame  Opinion  which  I  }:eld  at  Con^ 
Jlantimple^  though  I  remember  thou  didft  not  feent 
to  approve  of  it. 

Of  all  the  Arts,  Phyfic  is  the  moft  uncertain.  If 
they  who  apply  to  it,  did  not  ftudy  Anatomy,  and 
fome  other  Sciences  relating  to  the  Practice  of  a 
Surgeon,  Pll  maintain  it,  that  a  Man  might  in  three 
Days  commence  a  Phyfician,  and  know  all  the  great 
Secrets  of  this  dangerous  Art.  'Tis  true,  that  long 
Experience,  and  frequent  Vifits  of  the  Sick,  convey 
fome  Ideas  of  certain  Symptoms,  by  which  a  Phy- 
fician m.ay  improve  ;  but  till  he  has  killed  a  good 
Number  of  Patients,  he  cannot  cure  one;  fo  that 
a  Phyiician  mull  only  be  confidered  as  one  that  has 
juft  taken  his  Degree  of  Doiflor  ;  and  viewing  him 
in  this  Light,  I  believe  that  three  Days  Study  will  be 
fufficient  to  acquaint  him  with  the  chief  Secrets  of 
his  Profeilion. 

There  are  but  fix  Remedies  inPhvfic:  and  all  the 
feveral  Names  by  which  they  are  called  only  denote 
their  different  Compofitions,  or  their  ftronger  or 
weaker  Preparation,  which ftill  amounts  however  to 
the  lame  Thing.  T^his  therefore,  dear  Monceca^  is 
the  whoje  Syftem  of  Phytic  \  Mercury  for  Venereal 

Adaladics  \ 
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Maladies  ;  Sulphur  for  external  Diforders  of  thi 
Skin  ;  Ipecacuana  for  Dyfenteries  ;  the  Emetic  for 
Dijle?npers  that  require  a  ftrong  Evacuation ;  the 
^linquina  or  fefuits  Bark  for  Fevers ;  Rhubarb^ 
Sena,  and  Cajfia,  for  fight  Purges.  Bleeding  is  as 
much  the  Sur2;eon's  Province  as  the  Phvfician's.  1  o 
the  Knowledge  of  thefe  Remedies  all  the  J)o(Stors  in 
the  Univerfe  reduce  the  whole  of  their  Science.  In- 
deed thev  fometimcs  invent  certain  Drugs,  and  ncv7 
Compounds ;  but  they  aie  r.lways  obliged  to  re- 
turn to  the  firft  Principles  th:it  are  knou'n  and 
pra6tifed  by  the  meaneft  Apothecaries  in  tlie  King- 
dom, who  cure  as  many  Patients  as  the  Phyficians 
at  Montpcllier  do,  and  perhaps  kill  not  near  To  many. 
At  leaft,  'tis  certain,  that  there  die  more  People  in 
proportion  in  the  Cities,  than  in  the  Villages  ;  and 
that  there's  not  a  City  in  Europe  where  there  are 
fewer  old  Men  or  Women  than  at  Mo?itpellicr. 

Ncverthelefs,  I  am  not  willing  to  rob  the  learned 
DoiTtors  of  this  City  of  any  Reputation  which  they 
have  juftly  acquired  ;  for  I  look  upon  them  as  learned 
Phyficians,  and  great  Anatomifts :  This  enaWes 
Men  for  the  Cure  of  the  Stone,  Fiftula's,  and  in 
fhort  all  Diftempcrs,  wherein  the  Hand  is  capable 
of  refloring  Health  to  the  Body.  As  to  known  Sub- 
je(51:s,  the  Phyficians  of  this  Country  have  an  infinite 
Advantage  over  others.  But  when  internal  Diforders 
are  to  be  cured,  the  Sources  of  which  arc  hidden, 
as  Fevers,  Dyfenteries,  Pains  of  the  Head,  i5c.  they 
are  no  more  than  Country  Apothecaries ;  Mercury^ 
Ipecacuana,  Bleeding.  And  if  the  Patient  does  not 
recover,  7nore  Mercury,  more  Ipecacuana,  and  more 
Bleeding.  Seignare,  purgare,  cUJierifare ;  ^  f  Ma^ 
ladia,  opiniatria  non  vult  fe  guar  ire  y  refcignare,  re* 
'  purgare,  reclijierifure  *.  Let  the  Advocates  of  Phyfic 

Moliere  in  his  Malad  imaginaire. 
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be  ever  (o  much  offended  at  thefe  Jokes,  the  Whole 
ef  it  is  reducible  to  thefe  Remedies  which  all  Man- 
kind knows.  If  a  Phyfician  of  JWontpeU'itr  has  any 
fmall  Advantage  over  a  Country  Barber,  it  muft  be 
in  fuch  Cafes,  where  the  Maladies  which  he  is  call- 
ed to,  are  curable  by  Remedies  applied  immediately, 
and  v/hcre  the  Hand  itfelf  can  be  laid  upon  the  Part 
affected.  Then  the  Knowledge  of  Phyfic  and  of 
Anatomy  renders  the  Hopes  of  a  Cure  in  a  manner 
certain. 

I  can  hardly  forbear  thinking  of  the  Science  of 
the  Phyficians  as  the  Philofophers  do  of  Matter^  upon 
which  Adatter  alone  is  capable  of  a t^ing:  So  the  former 
can't  hope  to  cure  the  Parts  of  the  Human  Body, 
but  when  they  can  a61:  upon  them  immediately  ;  as 
foon  as  they  have  Recourfe  to  foreign  Helps,  they 
are  no   better   than  the  meaneft  Apothecaries.     I 
talked   to   feveral  learned  Phyficians  v/ith  the  fame 
Freedom  as  I  write  to  thee.     They  did  not  indeed 
agree  in  every  thing  that  I  faid  to  them ;  for  they 
maintained,  that  Experience  made  amends  for  the 
Incapacity  of  knowing  and  feeing  v/hat  palled  in  the 
human  Body.  But  they  owned,  that  this  Experience 
was  extremely  difficult  to  acquire,  and  that  the  iirfl 
Patients  that  fell  under  the  Management  of  a  Phy- 
fician were  in  a  very  dangerous  Crifis.  Thou  know- 
eft  what  they  fay  of  the  Phyficians.  They  think  they 
are  juftified  in  trying  Projects  upon  the  unfortunate 
poor  People,  to  gain  Experience  for  the  Benefit  of 
the  Rich.     To  be   fure,  dear  Monceca,  thou  halt 
heard  the  Story  of  a  Scholar  that  was  carried  fick  ta 
an  Hofpital,  v/here  he  heard  three  Phyficians  debat- 
ing in  Latin^  whether  tliey  fhould  not  try  the  Suc- 
cefs  of  a  Remedy  upon  him,  that  was  enough  to  give 
him  his  Death.     One  of  thofe  Do61:ors  actually  faid 
they  ought  not  to  be  careful  of  fuch  a  vile  Crea- 
ture. *Twas  happy  for  thefickMan,  that  he  under- 

Ibod 
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flood  Latin.  He  made  ufe  of  that  Knowledge  to 
reproach  them  in  a  pathetic  Manner  for  their  per- 
nicious Defign  *,  and  his  Learning  was  of  Service 
to  him ;  for  as  foon  as  his  Phyficians  perceived  it, 
they  treated  him  with  a  great  deal  of  Regard,  took 
vaft  Care  of  him,  and  deliver'd  him  out  of  the  fad 
Condition  in  which  they  found  him.  May  the  God 
of  our  Fathers  dear  Monccca^  keep  us  out  of  the 
Hands  of  fuch  People  and  preferve  us  in  Health, 
which  of  all  Enjoyments  is  the  moll:  precious  ! 

They  have  a  Cuftom  in  this  Country,  which  I 
hold  to  be  very  proper  to  keep  the  Body  in  Heal  til 
and  Activity.  The  Youth  are  trained  up  to  feVeral 
Excrcifes,  which  promote  a  great  Perfpiration,  and 
make  the  Blood  circulate  freely.  All  the  Inhabitants 
of  thefc  Provinces  in  general  feem  to  be  fond  of  thofe 
Sports  which  require  Strength  and  Agility  of  Body; 
and  upon  certain  Days  of  the  Year  they  give  Prizes 
to  thofe  who  perform  bcft  at  thofe  public  Exercifcs, 
in  which  they  imitate  the  Example  of  the  antient 
Greeks  and  Ro?na>:s.  Two  or  three  Days  ago  I  was 
at  one  of  thofe  Entertainments,  where  I  faw  fomc 
young  Fellows  wreflling.  The  Victor's  Prize  was 
a  filk  Scarf,  with  a  filver  fVingc,  which  he  received 
from  the  chief  Echcvin  of  the  City.  The  Prize  for 
Running  was  richer  than  that  for  Wrcftling  ;  for  it 
confiilcd  of  a  Piece  of  Plate  curioufly  chafed.  I  was 
charmed  to  fee  this  ll!2;ht  Imaire  of  the  antient  Fe- 
ftivals  of  Greece^  and  highly  approved  of  the  prudent 

*  Faciamus  Experimenium  in  Anirnd  inll.  Refponjto. 
Apellas  Animafn  njilein^  pro  qua  Chrijius  pajjus  eji  mori  P 
i.  e.  Let  us  make  an  Experiment  on  this  vile  Creature. 
Anfwer.  Dofl  thou  call  that  a  vile  Creature,  fbr  whom 
Chrift  fufFered  Death  ?  Thus  the  Story  is  told  :  But  Jacob 
Brito  was  not  fo  particular,  becaufe  he  would  avoid  the 
Mention  of  the  Name  Jefus  ChriJ}^  which  the  Jc^-s^  who 
are  hardened  in  their  j^indncfs,  don't  care  to  repeat. 

Cufloms 
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•Cuftoms  of  thcfe  Provinces,  in  encouraging  their 
People  to  inure  themfelves  to  Fatigue,  and  to  pre- 
ferve  and  increafe  their  Strength  by  Rewards  of 
which  the  Diftribution  becomes  To  beneficial  to  the 
^State. 

If  we  inquire,  dear  Monceca,  into  the  Origin  of 
the  Games  and  Pomps  of  antient  Greece^  we  fhail 
foon  perceive  that  they  were  as  much  owing  to 
State  Policy,  as  to  the  Spirit  of  Religion,  and  the 
Love  of  Shew.  They  had  a  77mid^  fays  a  French 
Writer  *,  to  bring  together  into  one  Place ^  and  to  unite 
together  by  common  Sacrifices^  different  People^  luho 
were  all  independent ^  and  generally  tnore  remote  from 
one  another  in  point  of  Intereji  than  of  Space,  The 
Pleafures  of  thofe  Feafts,  to  which  all  the  People  of 
Greece  flocked,  cemented  their  Aiteilions,  ftiflcd 
Qj^iarrels,  and  drowned  Hatred  and  Divifion  ;  and 
they  excited  a  noble  Emulation  without  fHrring  up 
Enw.  Thefe  Paftimes  ferved  as  a  School,  in  which 
the  Body  was  accuflomed  betimes  to  military  Fa- 
tigues. Running,  Wreftling,  and  the  Ufe  of  the 
Ceftiis,  did  infomc  fort  refemble  military  Excrcifes; 
and  in  a  Time  of  Peace  every  Grecian  ferved  his 
Apprenticefhip  to  War. 

The  French  had  Entertainments  heretofore,  which 
were  almoft  as  magnificent  as  the  antient  Olympic 
Games.  Their  Jufts,  at  which  the  Kings  and  Princes 
were  very  often  prefent,  made  a  noble  Shew.  7  lie 
Nobility,  who  were  greedy  of  Fame,  exercifed  them- 
felves betimes,  in  order  to  diftingLiifh  themfelves  hi 
tliofe  famous  Tournaments,  wherein  the  Vi6lor  ufed 
to  receive  his  Reward  from  the  Elands  of  his  So- 
vereign. ^Mt  the  fatal  Accident,  which  happened  to 
Henry  II.  who  was  killed  at  one  of  thofe  Entertain- 
ments by  a  Lance   that  penetrated  his  Eye,  caufed 

*  The  V/orks  Qi  Toareil,  Tom.  11.  Pref.  Hiii  p.  1 7- 
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thofe  1  ournaments  to  be  quite  cried  down,  and  the 
life  of  them  was  foon  after  abolilhed,  though  it  was 
in  part  owing  alfo  to  the  State  Policy  which  fup- 
prefled  Duels  that  deprived  the  Kingdom  of  its 
braveft  Subjects.  There  was  a  Refolution  formed 
to  banifh  every  thing  that  had  the  Appearance  of  a 
fmgle  Combat,  in  order  to  accuftom  the  French  the 
more  eafily  to  exert  their  Bravery  for  the  Service  of 
their  King  and  Country,  and  for  that  alone. 

The  almoft  continual  Wars  which  the  French  have 
been  engaged  in,  have  prevented   them  from  per- 
ceiving how  ufeful  it  is  in  Time  of  Peace  to  breed 
up  the  Nobility  in  Cuftoms  that  reconcile  them  to 
Arms.     They  have,    on   the  other  hand,   ere<51:ed 
icveral  ufeful  Eflablifhments  in  the   room  of  thofe 
1  ournaments.     The  Academies,  the  Companies  of 
Mufketcers,  and  the  King's  Houjfhold,  are  Schools 
to  form  the  young  Nobility,   though  1  thip.k  there 
are  not  honorary  Rewards  enough  to  encourage  them, 
in  a  State  fo   polite  as  France^  there   ought  to  be 
iCvery  Year  a  certain  Number  of  Prizes  appropriated 
to  militarv  Exercifes,  as  there  are  for  the   Sciences. 
I  could  wifli  that  the  Body  of  Engineers  had  fome 
fuch  Encouragement,  and  that  fome  Prize  were  to 
ho.  diflributed  to  every  Regiment;  that  the  Officer 
who  was  moft  ficilled  in  military  Evolutions,  or  the 
Engineer  who  was  moft  verfed  in  the   Science  of 
Fortifications,  might  receive  the   Reward  of  their 
Merit  at  the  Head  of  their  Companies.     Were  but 
a  Crown  of  Olives  to  be  conferred  upon  them,  and 
9n  Idea  of  Honour  to  accompany  it,  what  would 
not  ihey  do  to  deferve  it  ?   A  red  or  a  blue  Ribbon 
has  nothing  very  fubfcantial  ;   yet  what  don't  Men 
undertake  to  obtain,  it  ?    Rev/ards  of  this  fort  en- 
courage People,  keep  their  Minds  in  conftant  Exer- 
cife,   excite   them   to  Virtue,  revive   the  Pefirc  of 
Glory  in  all  Hearts,  and  coil  the  State  nothing. 

How 
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How  happy  would  it  be  for  Subjedls,  if  the  So- 
vereip"ns  only  rewarded  thofeof  fuperior  Merit!  How 
many  Penfions  would  be  fupprefled,  and  return  into 
their  Treafury !  What  Opportunities  would  they  not 
have  to  eafe  their  Subje6ls,  and  to  leflen  their  Taxes! 
How  many  Women,  Lawyers  and  Courtiers,  would 
leave  off  thofe  extravagant  Expences,  which  the  Wi- 
dow, the  Orphan,  and  the  Peafant,  are  commonly 
obliged  to  pay  ! 

Ilie  wife  and  prudent  Miniftry  of  France  has  en- 
deavoured to  obviate  the  Abufe  of  Penfions.  For- 
merly it  was  enough  to  have  a  Friend  at  the  King's 
Ear  to  obtain  any  Requeft :  But  now  it  muft  be 
Merit.  I  often  hear  fonie  Frenchmen  cry  out,  and 
declaim  againll  this  wife  Conduct  of  the  Miniftry, 
But  they  who  argue  rationally,  and  judge  v/ithout 
Paffion,  commend  a  Prudence  which  tends  to  the 
Welfare  of  the  State,  and  to  eafe  the  People,  who 
are  already  overwhelm'd  by  tlie   Calamity  of  the 

Times. 

Be  the  Conduct  ever  fo  wife,  or  the  Care  taken 
in  the  Management  of  public  Affairs  ever  fo  great,. 
'tis  impoffible  to  pleafe  every  body.  People  are  fo 
v/himfical,  and  fo  different  are  their  Sentiments,  that 
it  would  be  Madnefs  to  go  about  to  fatisfy  every  In- 
dividual. We  ought  ftrictly  to  foliov/  what  Reafon 
dictates  to  us,  and  then  we  have  nothing  more  to 
do  then  to  laugh  at  vain  and  ridiculous  Criticifms. 

Farewell,  dear  Monceca,  As  foon  as  I  arrive  in 
Spain,  thou  flialt  hear  from  me. 


LETTER 
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LETTER     LXXXVn. 

From     Aaron     Monceca,     at    Paris, 
/^  Jacob  Brit  o,    at  Montpelier. 

T  ShcwM    thy  lafl  Letter  to  fome  Natural  Phllo- 
^   fophcrs  of  my  Acquaintance,  who  declare  them- 
Tclvcs  very  much  of  thy  Opinion  as   to  the  Uncer- 
tainty of  that  Part  of  the  iMedicinal  Art  which  may 
be  look'd  upon  as  an  occult  Science^    and  cannot  be 
known  without  making   fome  Experiments   which 
are  often  deceitful.     71ie  learned  Gkntlemen,  whom 
I  am  fpeaking  of,  are  very  capable  of  deciding  where 
lies   the  retd  Merit  of  the  feveral  Parts  of  Phyfic?, 
and  have  with  iniinite  Pains   iludied  and   examined 
all  the  moft  fccret  Labyrinths  of  that  Science.     71icy 
divide  it  into  two  Parts,  the  one  uncertain,  full   of 
Doubts  and  Quertions  that  are  not  to  be  refolv'd; 
tiie  other  agreeable,  and  always  inlightened  by  the 
Torch  of  Truth.     This  laft  relates  to  Experimental 
Philofophy,  the  other  to  the  general  Principles  of  the 
Science,  and  to  the  firil  Operators  of  Nature,  if  we 
may  fo  call  thofe  Corpufcles,  which  by  tlieir  various 
afTembling  together  conftitute  all  the  different  Beings 
that  are  in  the  L^niverfe. 

This  Part  of  Natural  Philofophy  maybe  rcduc'd  to 
two  Points  folciy,  which  include  all  the  others,  and 
make  it  raeceiTary  to  examine  anddifcufs  them,  viz. 
a  Vacuum,  and  Infiiiity.  The  Man  that  could  clear 
up  thefe  two  Q^icftions,  would  render  the  fit  11:  Part 
of  Natural  Philofophy  as  clear  and  as  certain  as  the 
fecond.     But 'tis  my  Opimon,  that  as  long  as  there 

Vol.  III.  D  are 
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;are  Men  left  in  the  World,  there  will  be  perpetual 
Difputes  concerning  the  dift'crent  Opinions  tor  deny- 
ing or  admitting  Infinity,  and  for  maintaining  or  COR- 
dtjnning  a  Vacuum;    and  we  fliall  be  no  wifcr  upon 
■sthis  Article  two  thoufand  Years  hence  than  we  are 
now,  and  the  Difputes  oF  future  Ages  will  give  no 
more  Light  into  it  than  thofe  of  the  paft.     The  Mind 
6f  Man,  being  limited,    cannot  rife  to  the  Know- 
ledge of  certain  Things  above  his  Sphere.     Of  what 
Ufc  then  are  thofe  eternal  Difcuffions  which  end  in 
?K)thing  at  laft?   'Tis  my  Opinion,  dear  Brito^  that 
one  ought  to  apply  to  the  Study  of  certain  Sciences  in 
the  fame  manner  as  to  the  reading  of  Romances,  viz, 
to  look  into  them  for  mere  Amufement,  and  to  con- 
fider  them  only  .as  pleafant  Dreams.      This  is  the 
XV ay  to  fhorten  a  great  many  needlefs  Difputes  which 
•do  but  confine  the  Mind  to  Subje6ls  that  are  com- 
:monly  of  no-Ufe  to  it,  and  which  it  cannot  rationally 
ihope  to  comprehend.     Of  this  kind  are  the  Queftions 
that  treat  of  Infinity;  for  our  finite  Underflanding  is 
lolt  and  bewildre^l  in  Infinity,    which  produces  a 
Chaos  of  Ideas  contrary  to  one  another,    betwixt 
swhich  the  Mind  remains  in  fuch  a  Doubt  and  Con- 
fufion  as  hinder  it  from  being  ever  able  to  determine 
h{c]^  with  any  Appearance  of  Truth. 

The  antient  Philofoph«rs  difputed  concerning  In- 
iinity,  and  probable  Reafons  were  urged  on  both 
Sides.  But  it  is  a  Queflion  fo  full  of  Difficulties, 
that  when  the  Mind  feeks  to  dive  to  the  Bottom  of 
it,  'tis  always  flopped  by  Objc6^ions  of  its  own  raif- 
ing;  fo  that  to  ftudy  fuch  Points  is  only  to  learn 
to  doubt*,     in  order  to  be  convinc'd  of  the  Truth 

*  See  the  Book,  intitled,  La  Philofophie  du  hon  Sens^ 
3.  e.  The  Philofophy  of  good  Senfe,  or  Philofophical  Re- 
tfle<flions  upon  the  Uncertainty  of  human  Knowledge,  ^c, 
which  was  written  to  fhew  what  little  Solidity  there  is  in 
moil  of  the  Sciences, 


Let.  87.     77/^  Jew  I  sH  Spy.  5-1 

of  my  Oplalon,  it  is  fuffici'ent  to  cxiioiine  the  vari- 
ous Syftems  of  the  Philofophers,  which,  how  difFcr- 
ent  Ibever  they  may  appear,  are  reducible  to  tv/o 
only  'uiz,  to  the  Epicurcuns  and  Peripatetics  arr.ong 
the  Antients,  and  to  the  Gajjcndijh  and  Carte/tans 
among  the  Moderns.  And  as  to  certain  Qiiefticrj-is, 
the  Sentiments  of  thefe  four  Seels  may  again  be  re- 
duced to  two  particular  Opinions,  one  which  admits 
a  Vacuum,  limitsMatter,  and  only  thinks  itdivifiblcto 
a  certain  Degree;  the  other,  whicii  denies  any 
Vacuum  whatfoever,  admits  of  Infinity  or  Inde- 
finity  of  Matter,  and  holds,  that  'tis  divifible  ad 
Infinitiwi.  In  examining  thefe  Qj^ieftions  one  runs 
through  all  that  Part  of  Phyfics  which  -I  bcHcve  will 
eternally  remain  doubtful. 

Let  us  hear  an  Eficurean^  orratlier  2<<GaJfendifl ^ 
fpeafcing  of  the  Vacuum. 

A  Void  is  Space  intangible:  ThusprovM  ; 
For,  were  there  none,  no  Body  could  be  mov'd. 
Bccaufe,  where-e'er  the  prefling  Motion  goes,       "% 
It  ftill  mufl  meet  with  Stops,  ftill  meet  with  Foes:  > 
'Tis  natural  to  Bodies  to  oppofe.  3 

So  that  to  move  would  be  in  vain  to  try ; 
But  all  would  fixt,  ftubborn,  and  movelefs  lie: 
Bccaufe  no  yielding  Body  could  be  found. 
Which  firft  fliould  move,  and  give  the  other  Grouni. 
But  ev'ry  one  now  fees  that  Things  do  move 
With  various  Turns,  in  Earth,  and  Heav'n  above: 
Which,    were  no  Void,  not  only  we'ad  not  feen, 
But  Bodies  too  themfelves  had  never  been; 
Ne'er  generated ;  for  Matter,  all  Sides  prefl: 
With  other  Matter,  would  for  trver  reft  *. 

The 

* Locus  eji  intaBus  Pkane  ruaean/qtiei 

^lodfi  non  ejjety  nulla  ratione  movsri 
Reijorenty  Tiam^ud  Ofhcium  quod  Corporis  exjlat, 

D  2  OJicere 
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Tlie  Gajfend'ijl  continues  *  : 
But  fomc  object:  '1  he  Floods  to  Fidi  give  way, 
'Who  cut  their  Pafiage  thro'  the  3' ielding  Sea ; 
Becaufc  tKeyleave  a  Space,  where-e'er  they  go. 
To  which  the  yielding  Waters  circling  flow  : 
And  hence  by  an  Analogy  they  prove, 
'7>.at  tho'  theWoR  LD  were  full,  yetThingsmay  move* 
iBut  this  is  Weak. 

For  how  could  FiHi  e'er  ply  their  nat'ral  Oars, 
How  cut  the  Sea  and  vifit   diflant  Shores, 
Unlefs  the  Waves  gave  way  ?  How  thefe  divide. 
Except  the  Fifli  firft  part  the  yielding  Tide  ? 
Therefore -£ght  Senfe,  deny  what  that  will  prove,   1 
Difcard  all  Motion,  and  the  Pow'r  to  fhove,       > 
Or  grant  a  Void,  whence  Things  begin  to  move.  3 

Thefe  Arguments  appear  to  be  good  and  fubftan- 
lial ;  but  when  the  Peripatetic  and  the  Carte/tan  aik 
if  it  be  poffible  to  maintain  the  Exiftence  of  a  Being 
v;hich  in  reality  is  a  mere  Nothing,  the  Mind  is  ira- 

€)Jicere.,  at  que  ohjiarCy  id  in  omnt  tempore  adejfet 
Omnibus :  haud  igitur  quidquamprocedere  pojfet 
I*rincipium,  quoniam  ccdcndi  nulla  daret  Res. 

Lucretius  de  Rerum  Naturd^  lib.  l.  Of 
which  the  Tranflation  in  the  Text 
is  by  Mr.  Creech. 
*  Cedere  S^uammigeris  Latices  nitentibus  aiunt^ 
Et  liquidas  aperire  Vias  :    quia  poji  Loca  Pifces 
Linquat,   quo  pojjint  cedcntes  corjiuere  JJndce^ 
6'jc  alias  quoque  Res  inter fe  fojj'e  mo^eri, 
Et  mutare  Locum,  quam^vis  Jint  omnia  plena. 
Scilicet  id  faljd  totiim  ratione  receptunCfi. 
Nam  quo  Squammigeri  poteru7it  procedere  tandem^ 
Ni  Spatium  dederint  Latices  ?  Concedere  porro, 
^uo  poteruut  Undcs^   cum  Pi/ces  ire  nequibunt  <* 
jiut  igitur  viotu  pri'vandum^J},  Corpora  quaque  i 
Aut  ejfe  admijlum  dicendumft  Rebus  Inane. 

Lucretius  ut  fupra. 

mediately 
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mediately  hamper'd  by  tliis  firft  DifBculty.  For  bv 
endeavouring  to  fathom  it,  a  Man  quickly  forg:c-ts 
the  Reafons  that  convinced  him  of  a  Vacuum,  and  he 
cannot  perfuadc  himfelf  to  admit  a  pure  Ne2;ation,  a^ 
Nothing,  for  ?nv  thing  foHd,  but  remains  under  aa 
eternal  Uncertainty  *'. 

Proceed  we  now,  dear  BrJto,  from  tiie  Qi:eil;on 
of  the  Facumn^   to   that  of  the  Infinity  ot"  Matter. 
There  muft    be  void    Spaces  beyond   the  World, 
fays  a  GaJfendijJ^  and  he  gives  two  material  Reafons 
;r  it.     '  Suppofe,  fays  he,  that  you  v/ere  (ituate. 
at  the  World's  End,  and  that  you  extended  your 
Arm  ;  either  your  Arm  will  be  {bopp'd,  aikd  then- 
that  which  ftops  it  muft  be  fomething  beyond  the 
Verffe  of  the  World  :  or  the  Arm  will  luvc  the- 
Power  of  extending    itfelf,    which  denotes,    by 
Confequence,  that  tiiere  mufl  be  a  Space  beyond' 
the  utmoft  Part.     It  muft  therefore  be  confef^'d5 
that  there  are  Spaces  void  of  Bodies  beyond  tht* 
World,    or   maintained   that  Matter  is  infinite, 
which  is  not  only  abfurd,  but  even  impious  and 
facrilegious  J   for  there  cannot  be  two  Infinities. 
He  that  ufes  the  Term  Inffittc^  fays  a  Tiling  v/liicU, 
comprehends  everything;  and  if  Matter  were  in- 
finite, it  would  be  God.     This  Opinion  is  really 
abominable;  and,  as  to  the  Pretence  v;hich   the 
Cartefians  have  taken  from  Chryfippus^  and  thc'r. 
ambiguous  Term    of   Indefinlty.,    they  are   mere 
Child's  Play,  unworthy  of  the  Candour  and  bin- 

*PROPOSITIO    III. 
Kcpugnat  lit  dstiir  Vacuum. 

Demonilratio. 
P&r  Vacuum  intelligitur  Extenjlo  f.ne  ?^uhjlantia  CoT'^ 
fovea i  Corpus  Jiue  Corporey  quod  ejl  abfurdurn.  Renati 
(^arteiii  Principiorum  Philofophiac,  Part.  I  &  IT.  More 
Geometrico  demonlbatse  per  Benedictum  de  Spinofa, 
Fart  II.  p.  48. 

D.  3  '  cerity 
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*  cerlty  of  a  Philofopher.     Is  it  not  a  Joke  toafTert 

*  that  Matter,  is  neither  Finite  nor  Infinite^  but  that 

*  it  is  Indefinite?  Were  I  to  afk  a  Norman  how 

*  many  Crowns  he  had  in  his  Pocket,  and  he  fhould. 

*  tell  me,  that  they  are  neither  even  nor  odd,  but 
'  partly  one  and  t'other,  I  fhould  like  the  Anfwer 
*•  every  whit  as  well.' 

Thefe  are  the  Arguments  of  the  Gajfendifls^ 
They  ftrike  the  Imagination,  and  carry  the  Appear- 
ance of  Convi<51:ion.  But  the  fame  Difficulty  which, 
cccurs  againft  the  Notion  of  fmall  Vacuums  difFus'd 
in  the  World,,  ftands  good  for  thofe  imaginary  Spaces 
fceyond  the  Wojld.  The  Mind  cannot  digeft  an 
Extenfion  that  is  penetrable,  nor  comprehend  that  a 
Thing  can  exift,  and  have  Extenfion,  v/ithout  having 
Parts.  W he re-ever  there  is  Extenfion,  there  is  al- 
v/ays  Matter.  There  cannot  be^  Space  therefore 
without  Matter  ;  and  whatfoever  Limits  I  prefcribe 
to  the  World,  my  Mind  flill  conceives  new  Spaces 
beyond  it.  Therefore  Matter  muft  needs  be  in- 
finite. 

Confider,  dear  Brito^  how  obfcure  this  Queition 
is,  and  wliat  an  impenetrable  Cloud  has  concealM 
fhe  Truth  of  it  for  ever  from  the  Eyes  of  Mankind. 
As  it  is  impoflible  for  them  to  know  the  finite 
Bounds  of  Matter,  or  its  Infinity,  the  Divifibillty  of 
iliat  fame  Matter  is  another  Secret  oi  which  they 
will  be  eternally  ignorant.  How  can  it  be  con- 
ceivM,  on  the  one  hand,  that  in  the  Poot  of  a  Gnat 
there  are  as  many  Parts  as  there  are  in  the  whole 
World  ?  For,  if  Matter  be  divifible  ad  Infinltimi^ 
tiiere  is  an  infinite  Number  of  Parts  in  the  fmallefl 
Atom,  as  well  as  in  the  whole  World.  This  is 
fliccking  to  Reafon,  and  yet  it  is  a  better  Argument 
than  that  which  is  made  ufe  of  by  the  Epicureans^ 
and  the  Gajfendijh^  when  they  fay.  That  an  Atom 
i>    only    indivifible   with   regard   io    the   inflexible 

Nature 
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Nature  of  its  ElTence  which  admits  ol  ao  Vacuum. 
This  Argument  is  a  pftitio  principii ;  for  when  tlio 
PofTibllity  of  a  Vacuum  is  deny'd,  the  Atom  thcit- 
becomes  divifible.  It  is  my  Opinion,  dear  Britc^ 
that  witliout  having  recourfe  to  the  pretended  \n- 
flexiblenefs  and  Solidity  of  Atoms,  it  is  iinpoiUble  to 
iinagine  that  a  Foot  of  a  Fly  can  be  divided  into  a;> 
infinite  number  of  Parts  f. 

In 

f  Spinofa  has  fet  the  flrongefl:  Objedion  of  the  9t:d-. - 
itrs  for  the  Indivifibility  of  Atoms  in  all  its  Force.  He" 
explains  himfelf  thus :  Magna  ct  intricata  ^ucjiio  de  Ato 
mis  femper  fuit.  ^idam  ajferurit  darl  Atornhy  e.x  eo  qucJ" 
infinitum  non  poteji  ejfe  rnajus  alio  infinito  :  etfi  ducs  quan ■ 
titateSy  put  a  A,  et  dupla  ipfius  A,  funt  diTiJibiles  in  iri' 
finituTTiy  poterunt  etiam  potentia  Dei,  qui  eorum  infinita: 
partes  uno  intuitu  intelligit,  in  infinitas  partes  ATtu  di'vidL 
Ers^Of  cum,  ut  dictum  ejl^  unum  ivfiniium  non  majks  fit  r.ho 
htfinito,  erit  quantitas  A  equalis  fiuo  duplo^  quod ejt  ahTur  • 
dum.  Deinde  etiam  qiicerunty  an  dimidia  pars  Numeri  in  * 
finiti  fit  etiam  itifi.nita,  et  an  par  fit  an  impar,  et  a  La 
ejufmodi  P  There's  the  Obje£lion  in  it's  utmoil  Force. 
He  could  not  have  faid  more  to  ihev/  how  avene  he  is 
to  the  admitting  of  infinite  Parts  into  a  finite  Whoie;^ 
and  to  form  an  Infinity  of  Infinities  every  time  that  a 
determinate  and  finite  Whole  is  divided.  Let  us  fee  how 
Spinofa  iohts  this  Dijfficulty.  Ad  qu^e  omnia^  fays  he,. 
Cartefius  rcfpondit^  nos  non  dchere  ea,  qute  fuh  nojirum  in- 
telle  Slum  cadunt^  ac  proinde  dare  et  difiincie  co)i:ipiuntur, 
rejicere  propter  alia,  qua:  noftrum  intelle^um  aut  captum 
excedunt  \  ac  prctnde  non  nifi  admodum  inaddcquatar,  a 
nobis  percipiuntur.  Infinitum  wero  et  ejus  Proprietates 
humanum  Intelledumy  Naturd  fcilicet  fi.uitumy,  excedunt ; 
adecque  ineptum  foret  id,  quod  dare  et  dijlin^e  de  fipatio 
concipimuSy  tanquam  falfum  rejicere,  five  de  eo  duhitare^ 
pr  opt  ere  a  quod  non  comprehendamus  Infinitum  \  et  fmnc 
eb  caufam  Cartefius  ea  in  quihus  nullos  Fines  advertimus, 
et  qualia  fiunt  Extenfio  Mundiy  Di<vifibilitas  Partium 
MaiericTf  &c.  pro  Indefinitis  hahet,  R.  Cartefi:  Princip. 
D  4  PhiloJ'opb. 
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In  the  very  Fndcavour  to  reconcile  the  Idea  of 
Infinity  with  Matter,  the  Mind  is  bewilder'd  in  its 
Conceptions  ;  nev.enhe]efs  tlie  Argument  of  the  Car- 
tefums  fliocks  all  thofe  of  their  Adverfaries'.  *  Be  an- 
*•  Atom  ever  fo  littls,  fay  they^  the  Part  which  is 
*•  towards  the  Eaft,  is  not  the  fame  as  that  which 
'  turns  towards  the  Well.  Thefc  two  Parts,  there- 

*  fore,  may  be  divided.      But  as  thefe  Parts  aredi- 

*  vided,  they  are  both  for  the  fame  Reafon  capable 

*  of  being  fubdivided.     Confequently  the  Thing  will 

*  be  multiply 'd  ad  infinitum  ;  and  as  long  as  there  is 

*  Matter,  there  will  be  two  Sides.'  When  the  Ar- 
gument is  carry'd  thus  far,  the  Mind  ftarts  again ; 
and,  fmcerely  fpeaking,  it  muft  be  confefs'd,  that 
the  moft  Ignorant  in  thefe  Matters  know  as  much  as 
ihe  moft  Learned.  A  Philofopher  ought  to  declare^ 
concerning  all  thefe   Queflions,    what  Ckero  did, 

fpeaking 

Fhilofoph.  Pars  \  i^  2.  Mj>re  Geo^etrico  demon jlr.  per 
Bened.  de  Spinofa,.  Fart  2.  p.  50^51. 

An  ingenious  Man  and  a  good  Philofopher  has  given  a 
very  judicious  Anfwer  to  this  Argument  of  Des  Cartes^ 
cf  the  Truth  of  which  Spino/a  feems  fo  firongly  per- 
fuaded.  Des  Cartes,  fays  he,  fights  'nxith  At 07ns  very, 
^weakly.  We  know,  fays  this  Philofopher,  that  there  can 
fee  no  Atoms,  or  any  Parts  of  Matter  indivifjble  ;  for,  if 
they  are  Atoms,  imagine  them  ever  fo  fmall^  they  have 
an  Extenfion.  We  may  alfo,  by  the  Plelp  of  Thought, 
divide  each  of  thefe  Atoms  into  two,  or  into  many  others 
much  fmaller  ;  and,  'tis  impofTible  tliat  our  Imagination 
fhould  conceive  any  thing  divifible,  but  at  the  fame  time 
we  muft  have  a  certain  Notion  that  this  fame  Thingmay 
be  divided,  in  the  fame  manner  as  if  we  were  to  decide 
that  'tis  indivifible,  the  Judgment  that  we  fhould  pafs 
vvould  be  different  from  our  own  Knowledge. 

This  Argument  is  of  no  Force,  and  proves  nothing 
againft  the  indivifible  Nature  of  an  Atom.  Do  Things 
depend  for  their  Exiflence  upon  the  different  Ideas  which 

tli.s 
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fpeaking  of  the  various  Sentiments  concerning  the 
Nature  of  the  Soul  :   Some  Deity  will  decide  which  of 
thefe  different  Opinions  is  the  true  §.     It  is  the  Di- 
vinity alone,  dear  Brito,  that  can  know  thefe  hidden 
Mj'fteries,      It  has  been  his  Pleafure  that  we  fhould 
be  ignorant  of  them.     Why  fhould  we  attempt,  in 
vain,   to  difcover  them?   The  Advantage  that   we 
fliould  reap  from  it,  is  really  not  worth  the  Trouble 
we  give  ourfelvcs.      Of  what  Importance  is  it  for  us 
to  know  whether  Matter   be  divifiblc  ad  infr:itiff?i^^ 
provided  tliat  we  know  that  it  is  divifibJe  to  fiich  a. 
Point  as  is  fufRcient  fur  all  the  NecefTarieswe  want  ? 
Mankind,  alv/avs  ready  to  give  Attention  toThinirs 
whicJi  favour  of  the   extraordinary  and  the  Mar- 
vellous, has  been  at  infinite  Labour  for  near  three 
thoufand  Years,  to  char  up  Queftions  that  are  ni  t. 

the  Mind  conceives  of  them?  Tho'  it  :magines  thrm  to 
be  of  fuch  or  fuch  a  Form,  is  that  a  Proof  that  they  can- 
cot  be  otherwife  ?  The  Carttfitin^  for  Inftance,  convcjvef ,, 
by  me:ins  of  his  Imaj^ination,  that  an  Atom  is  divifible  i-» 
aiid   from  thence  he  concludes  aguinil  its  Indivihbihty. . 
I'he  Epicurean  Phiiofopher  thinks  jiill  the  contrary,  that, 
an  Atom  is  exempt  from  Divifion;  and,  according^  to  the 
?vlavim  of  Dcs  Carter,  having  once  im::gincd  it  :o  bt  ir. 
divifible,  he  does  not  fcruple  to  afiriTi  that  it  really  is  fo. 
At  this  way  of  arguing  they  will  both  have  P.eafcn  en. 
?heir  Side;  tho%  neverthelci?,  the  Opinion  of  onecf  rh<:-iii 
is  erroneous.    But  if  Dei  Cartes  had  been  (Irenuoufl)'  pre- 
pofTefoM  with  the  Definition  of  an  Atom,  he  would  nevtr 
have  conceiv'd  it  divifible  by  reafoning  after  tiiis  Ivlanne: 
An  Atom  has  Extenfion  and  Parts,  b»it  this  Extent,  and 
xk^'ilt  Parts,  make  one  Whole,  which  ib  pcrfcdlly  fclid 
and  fimple,  becaafe  it    is  eternal,   becaufe   it  is  not  the^ 
Work  of  a  Mixture,  and  becaufe  there  is  no  Vacuum  in  the 
Ciofe  Union  of  its  Parcels,  and 'tis  confeqaently  indivisible. 
Des  Couture'' s  Remarks  upon  Lucretius,   Tom.  i.  p.  'i,^'i>. 
§  Karum  fententiarum  qu^s  vera  fit,  Deui  aUquis  vidt- 
rit.     Clcfr&^ 

D  5^  tij> 
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to  be  refolv'd  ;  and  they  really  ought  to  be  taken  off. 
from  fo  unprofitable  a  Study  as  makes  them  lofe  that 
Time  which  might  be  employed  to  much  better  Ad- 
•Yantage,  But  the  common  Caufe  which  engages 
moft  People  in  wTong  Studies,  is,  their  having  an- 
Dex'd  the  Idea  of  Science  to  fuch  Knowledge  as  is 
vain  and  ufelefs  ;  and  fo  blinded  are  they  by  their 
f  rtjudiccs,  that  they  have  preferred  the  fuperficial. 
Sciences  to  thofe  which  are  folid  and  neceflary. 
*••  When  a  Man,  fa-js  a  great  Nazarene  Philojopher  §^ 
'  takes  it  into  his  Head  to  become  learned,  and 

*  when  he  is  once  fir'd  with  an  Ambition  to  be  an 

*  univerfal.  Scholar,  he  hardly  ever  examines  what 
■*  Sciences  are  moil  neceflary  for  hira,  either  for  his. 

*  Behaviour  as  an  honeft   Man,  or  for  the  Con- 

*  vicSlicn  of  his  Reafon  ;  but  he  only  looks  upon 
^  thofe  who  pafs  in  the  World   for  learned   Men, 

*  and  upon  what  there  is  in  them  which   renders 

*  them  confiderable.'  This  is  the  very  thing  that 
makes  many  young  Men  in  love  with  impertinent 
and  ufekfs  Studies :  They  bring  feveral  dangerous 
Prejudices  home  Vv^ith  them  from  the  College.  They 
have  been  made  to  believe,  that  theirTutor,  aSchool- 
Philofopher,  a  prodigious  Admirer  of  Chimeras,  was 
a  great  Man  ;  and  they  think  they  cannot  do  better 
than  to  follow  his  Pattern. 

Farewell^  dear  5nV(? ;    live  conteiU  and  happy .^ 
nviy  God  abundantly  profper  thee. 

§  MaUehranche\  Search  ^fter Truth.  Lib.JII.  Part  I* 
Chap,  IV.  p.  S4. 
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LETTER     LXXXVIII. 

From  Aaron  Monceca,    at    Paris,    fQ 
Isaac    Onis,     a    Caraite^    in    Egypt >^. 
formerly   a   Rahbi  at    Conftantinopk. 

T>  JRIS  Is  a  Place,  dear  //^^,  one  cannot  Jcave 
•^  without  Regret;  but,  as  loth  as  I  am  to  go 
from  it,  this  probably  ir  the  laft  Letter  1  fhall  wrirr 
to  thee  from  tliis  City ;  for,  I  fhali  be  going  in  three 
or  Four  Days  for  Li/Ie  m  Flanders^  and  from  tlienrc: 
I  fhall  proceed  to  Brujfeh*  The  new  Countrio 
which  I  fhall  ice  will  fupply  me  with  ample  ATattcf 
for  new  Reflections,  which  I  fhall  coramunicate  to 
tiiee  very  pundhially. 

In  the  Letters  which  I  have  wrote  to  thee  f/oin, 
Paris^  1  have  endcavour'd   to  give  thee    the  rrjoib 
cxadl  Account    tliat  I   could    of  the  Manners  and 
Cufloms  of  its  Inhabitants.     Thou  mufl  have  made* 
fuch  an  Acqwaintance,  by  thy  Travels  to  tlie  Couii'5 
of  Germany^  that,  to  be  fure,  thou  canft  vvith  EaJv-- 
fupply  what  I  may  have  forgot,  or  not  fufficiently 
cxplain'd  to  thee :  However,  1  think  I  have  left  ou^' 
nothing  material.     1  have  given  thee  an  Accovmt  of 
the  Courtiers,  Mlnifters,  Lawyers,  Burgher.^,  SeiiO- 
lars,   Ecclefiaflics,  and    the  common   People-;   and  • 
when  I  have  talkM  to  thee  of  the  Spiritual  Dire£^or'^^, 
and  their  Votaries,  I  think- 1  Iball  net  ha?/e  omitted 
any  one  Clafs  whatever.- 

The  Myftic  Clafs  forms  a  fort^of  feparate  Re- 
public in   France,  which   has   its   pQrti-Gular  Law.^j 
Ufages  and  Cufloms;     Tiiey  that  are' the  chief 'an->. 
D..  6  .  the:.. 
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the  moil  rerpe(5tcd  of  this  Clafs  are  called  Dirc^lorSy 
■who  are  they  that  fettle  and  order  every  thing  that, 
ought  to  be  done,  who  have  abfolute  Power  in  their 
own  Hands;  and  tho*^  they  are  in  fome  fort  oblig'd,. 
in  certain  Cafes,  to  have  recourfe  to  the  Pontiffs, 
<i:ommonly  difpenfe  themfelves  from  it,  and  decide 
the  moft  important  Queftions  without  Appeal. 

The  Myftic    Se6t  is  much  more  niimerows  in. 
Women  than  in  Men.     I  propofe  to  2;ive   thee  an. 
Account  chiefly  of  the  Directors ;   the  reft  confift- 
ing  of  Nuns,  old  Widows,,  fuperannuated  Wives^ 
and  young  Women,  who,  tho'  they  are   not  fliut 
up  in  MonafLeries,  yet  renounce  Marriage.     They 
5ife  call'd  Sifters,  and  are  of  feveral  Sorts  :  The  chief 
^re  the  Sifters  of  the  Third  Order,  the  Sifters  of, 
ihe  Rofary,  the  Sifters  of  the  Scapuiary,  the  Sifters 
«f)f  St.  Dominic^  the  Sifters  of  the  Gord  of  St.  Franch^ 
5cc.     Thefe  are  all  diftinguiftied  bv  a  different  Ha- 
felt.  Thofeof  the  Scapuiary  have  a  grey  Gown,  and 
a  black  Petticoat.     Thofe  of  the  Third  Order  are, 
on  the  contrary,,  drefs'd  half  black  and  half  v/hite. 
AH  tbefe   Sifterhoods  are  under  the  command  o£ 
certain  Monks,  who  are  admitted  their  Directors.. 
There's  great  Contention  among  the  Friars  for  this. 
Foft ;  for  thou  need^ft  not  be  told,  dear  JJuac^  how: 
Jnueh  pleafanter  it  is  to  be  at  the  Head  cf  a  Battalion 
of  youn^  Women,  than  to  have  the  Command  of 
a  Parcel  of  old  Wives,  and  decrepid  Widows.    Ths 
States  of  the  Myftic  Nation  may  therefore  be  divided 
into  three  difFerent  Claftes.     The  nrft  is  composed 
of  the  DirecLors  of  the  Girls;  the  fecond  cf  thofe 
who  have   the    Charge  of  the  Widows,  ixi   whiclx 
Number  there  are  always  fom.e  whofe  Charms  are 
not  all  faded  :  And  the  third  confifts  of  thofe  who 
are  at  the  Head  of  the  old  Wives.     This  is  an  inr 
convenient^    troublefome  and  difagreeable  Office  j , 
but  there  is  ng  aUairJng  to  the  gt^hej:  two  wi^^^out 
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firft  ferving  in  this.  The  Directors,  who  have  the. 
Care  of  the  old  Wives,  muft  not  expccTc  to  fee  any. 
tender  frifky  Lamb  among  their  old  Ewes. 

WhoeV'er  enters  into  the  Myftic  Se.-fi  muft  abfo- 
lutely  renounce  all  the  Fleafures  of  the  marry M. 
State.  Widows  and  Maids  are  authoriz'd,  by  their 
Condition,  to  become  Members  of  it  without  Ex- 
amination ;  but  a  marry'd  Woman  mufi:  promife  to 
forget  all  the  Joys  of  Hymen.  1  here  arc  few  young 
Wives  that  can  prevail  upon  themfelves  to  enter  into 
tJie  holy  Sifterhood  upon  that  Condition.  And  fucii 
as  would  put  fuch  a  Conflraint  on  themfelves, 
are  hinder'd  from  it  by  their  Hu{bands,  who  are  not 
for  keeping  that  rigorousFaft  which  is  injoin'd  by 
the  Myliic  Religion.. 

This  Se6l  has  its  particular- Saints  as  well  as  Cu- 
Roms.  One  Dornlntc^.  a  noted  Perfecutor,  who  in- 
flituted  the  monftrous  Tribunal  of  the  Inquifition, 
is  one  of  its  chief  Deities  ;  The  next  in  order  to  hinv 
are  Clara  and  Rofe^  two  Nuns ;  and  Francis,  clc  Saks 
IS  in  the  4th  Rank  among  thofe  Patrons  of  Mvfl-ici- 
ty.  Thcfe  Men  and  Women,  in  tlieir  Lift-time, 
publidi'd  feveral  Books  full  of  the  Maxims  of  their 
Faith.  A  Nun,  nam'd  Tlmrfa,  has  left  a  complete 
GoUeilion  of  all.  the  Follies  of  her  diftemper'd 
Brain,  and  Jifiurb'd  Imagination,  which  Book  palTea 
for  an  ineflimable  Piece,  and  is  held  in  as  creat 
Veneration  by  the  Myftics  as  tlie  Alcoran  is  by  the 
Mahometans. 

The  Myftic  Religion,  which  is  comm.only  the  In« 
troduiiion  to  Quietifm,  is  an  Opinion  faid  to  be  de- 
riv'd  from  the  Eaftern  Monks.  It  holds,  that  as  focn 
as  an  immediate  and  intimate  Union  is  form'd  with 
the  Divinity,  a  meer  paiEve  and  inanimate  Contem- 
plation fupplies  the  Place  of  all  the  Virtues.  This 
Opinion  authorizes  the  greateft  Irregularities,  over- 
ihfows  good  Majiiiersa  and  renders  all  Actions  in- 
different 
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driFerent.  Neverthelefs,  as  the  DIre£lors  find  their 
Account  in  it,  there's  hardly  one  of  'em  but  inclines 
to  it  fecretly,  tho'  they  are  oblig'd  to  conftrain  them- 
felves,  and  to  keep  Silence,  for  fear  of  animating 
the  Zeal  of  the  Magiftrates,  who  watch  all  Oppor- 
tunities to  root  out  this  Do6lrine,  which  the  Monks 
reveal  to  fuch  of  their  Votaries  only  as  they  have 
chofen  byway  of  preference  to  enable  them  to  put 
the  Precepts  of  Quietifm  in  Prad^ice. 

Thou  perceiveft,  dear  Ifaac^  that  there's  nothing. 
to  commodious  as  a  Religion  that  permits  the  Body 
the  Ufe  of  all  prohibited  Pleafures,  provided  tha^ 
Mind  is  elevated  at  the  fame  time  to  Heaven;  a 
Doctrine  {o  whimfical  and  monilrous,  that  none  but 
Monks  are  capable  of  eflablifliing  it !  If  every  Day 
did  not  furnifti  Proofs  that  this  pernicious  Opinion 
has  but  too  many  Adherents,  one  would  take  it 
to  be  one  of  thof«  Chimasras  which  the  Divines 
invent  fometimes  merely  for  the  Pleafure  of  op- 
pofmg  them.  Yet' true  it  is,  that  the  Q^iietif^s  arc- 
only  charg'd  with  thofe  Opinions.  The  Perfon- 
who  prov'd  of  moft  Credit  to  them  was  one 
Michael  MoUnos.  He  compos'd  two  Pieces,  one 
intitled,  The  Spiritual  Guides  and  the  other.  The 
Particular  Communion,  In  the  very  Midft  of  Rome^ 
nay,  often  in  the  Places  fet  apart  for  religious  Kxer- 
cifes,  he  and  his  Adherents  render'd  this  Syrtem 
fatal  to  many  a  Hufband  at  Rome ;  and  Aldmios^ 
with  his  Heart  in  Heaven,  made  many  a  Cuckold 
upon  Earth.  In  fine,  the  jealous  Italians  awak'd 
out  of  that  Lethargy  in  which  the  public  Exhorta- 
tions and  Difcourfes,  and "  the  feeming  Life  of  this 
hypocritical  Do6tor  had  plung'd  them.  He  was 
anathematiz'd,  and  condemn'd  for  his  Life  to  a 
Prifon,  in  which  he  dy'd.  This  was  all  the  Punifh- 
ment  the  Inquifition  inflicted  upon  him,  tho'  it 
hid  caus'd  a  Man  to  be  burnt  for  doubting  the 
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Truth  of  the  Maflacre  of  the  iiooo  Virgins,  or 
the  great  Virtue  of  Indulgences.  But  that  Tribu- 
nal did  not  think  the  Crime  of  MoUnos  was  confider- 
able  enough,  he  having  fcarce  got  more  Baftards  in 
all. his  pious  Extacics,  than  honell:  King  Charlemagne 
had  formerly,  who,,  neverthelefs,  merited  Canoni- 
zation by  it. 

The  Error  of  this  Do6lor,  fo  agreeable  to  corrupt 
Hearts,  is  the  Practice  of  many  of  the  Myftic  Di- 
recStors,  efpecially  of  thofe  of  the  firft  Clafs ;  and 
there  are  many  Sifters  of  the  Scapulary,  and  the  Ro- 
fary,  who,  having  renounced  Marriage  to  ejnbrace 
a  purer  and  more  perfe£l  State,  taftc  all  the  Pleafures. 
of  Love,  in  order  to  promote  their  Advancement  to 
that  State  of  Perfedlion. 

The  chief  Books  that  contain  this  commodious. 
Doctrine  are,  i.  Mental  Prayer^  compos'd  by  a 
Barnabite,  one  of  the  moft  fan(Slify'd,  and  moft 
vigorous  Monks,  that  ever  was  in  the  Nazarene, 
Religion. 

1.  A  focrt  and  eafy  Method  of  Prayer  \  and  the 
Song  of  Songs  of  Solomon  interpreted  according  to. 
the  Myjlic  Conjlruttion ;  two  Pieces  of  Dame  Gnyon-^ 
a  moft  ftaunch  MoUnifl^^  who  compos'd  them  after. 
a  tedious  Exercife,  by  which  fhe  had  familiarly  ac- 
quainted herfelf  with  the  Cuftom  of  folacing  her  Body 
upon  Earth,  and  exercifmg  her  Mind  at  the  fame, 
time  in  Heaven. 

3.  The  Colled  ion  of  the  Reverend  Father  Girard'y 
Letters^  containing  an  Abridgment  of  the  moft 
crafty  Maxims  of  Quietifm,  for  the  Ufe  of  the 
Damfels  Giiyot.,  Batarelle,  Lione,  and  efpecially  the 
Sifter  Cadiere^  his  favourite  Penitent  ^  with  a  Col- 
Ic£lion  of  inftru6i:ive  Sentences  tending  to  Perfedli- 
on.  To  this  Book  is  added  a  Philofphical  Ccmmenr 
tdry^  by  the  fajnQ  Reverend  Father^   upon .  thofe 
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famous  Words,  Ahandon7ie%  vous^  et  laljpz  faire  ; 
i.e.   Lie  Jlill^  and  he  pajjlve. 

4.  The  Advice  of  Father  Sabbatler,  a  Confidant 
of  the  illujlriotis  Father  Girard,  for  the  Ufe  of  the  . 
Myflic  Diret^ors,  a  TVork  in  which  the  young  Di- 
red  or  s  are  taught  the  neceffary  Expedients  for  avoid- 
ing the  Confcquences  that  ?nay  happc^  from  the  Indi- 
.fcretion  of  the  Reverend  Sijlers  afjociated  to  fublinu. 
.^ietifn  §. 

Thole,  dear  Ifaac^  are  the  chief  Writings  that, 
are  the  continual  Meditation  of  fuch  as  are  initiated 
in  the  Molinifis  Se61:,  to  which  there's  no  Admiinon 
but  by  paiTmg  thro'  the  M yftic ;  for  the  liittcr's  a. 
fort  of  Seminary  to  the  other,  L-nd  has  its  Vifions, 
Trances,  Miracles,  and  pleahng  Contemplations  like 
the  Molinijh^  but  does  not  admit  of  the  Separation 
of  the  A(Sions  of  the  Body  and  the  Soul. 

The  Pontiffs  f  are  very  watchful  againfl  the 
spreading  of  fuch  dangerous  Opinions  ;  they  fcverely 
condemn  McUnifrn^  and  don't  much  like  thofe  that 
give  into  the  Mvftic  Ideas.  They  wou'd  fain  have 
the  Nazarene  Religion  excrcifed  in  its  Purity,  and 
watch  the  Clergy,  with  whom  they  truft  the  Di-= 
reckon  of  the  People  ;  but  they  take  care  almofl:  to 
no  manner  of  purpcfe.  'Tis  not  the  fecular  Priefts- 
that  caufe  a  Diforder  in  the  Popifh  Faith.  They  are 
o-enerallya  good  fort  of  People,  as  I  have  already  told 
thee,  and  their  Manners  are  intircly  the  reverfe  of 
the  Behaviour  of  the  Monks.  The  Curates,  which 
is  the  Name  that  the  French  give  to  the  Clergy  who 

§  The  latter  Piece  was  never  publifhM,  and  is  probably- 
an  Invention  of  ^/srr^;/  Monceca  for  tiie  Jell;  fake ;  at  lea  ft 
this  k  the  Opinion  of  the  Marquifs  by  whom  thefe  Letters- 
were  tranflated  from  the  Orig^inal  Language  into  tlie 
French. 

\  The  Bifhops, 

have 
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have  a  particular  Quarter  to  take  care  of,  are  com- 
monly charitable  to  the  Poor,  and  careful  to  relieve 
Families.  They  aflift  the  Orphan,  protcd  the  Wi- 
dow, keep  up  an  Union  among  Kindred,  decide 
Qijarrels,  and  in  fnort  are  really  the  Fathers  of  the 
People  under  their  Care.  Some  of  the  Bifhops  a6t 
with  the  fame  Prudence  and  Wifdom.  I  don't  un- 
derftand,  therefore,  how  the  French  come  to  be  fo 
iilly,  when  they  have  fuch  honeft  Men  among  them 
for  their  Priefts,  to  fufFer  among  them,  and  to  main- 
tain a  Parcel  of  Drones,  Knaves,  and  Debauchees, 
who,  in  one  Moment,  deftroy  all  that  the  others. 
have  taken  fo  much  Pains  to  eftablifh. 

What  I  am  going  to  fay  to  thee,  will,  perhaps^ 
appear  to  thee  as  a  Paradox  ;  yet  'tis  never  the  lefs 
true.  Tbc  Alonks^  in  I'rance,  are  hated  by  the  great 
Afm^  dcfpls'd  by  the  Clergy^  ill-bdovd  by  the  coin- 
rnon  People  \  yet  they  find  a  way  to  get  more  Credit 
and  Wealth  than  any  body  in  the  Kingdom.  I  have 
taken  a  great  deal  of  Pains  to  find  out  what  may  be 
the  Occafion  of  It,  and  am  apt  to  think,  that  the 
different  Opinions  into  which  the  Kingdom,  has  been 
divided,  as  to  feveral  Articles  of  the  A^^72:^7r^«^  Faith, 
have  not  a  little  contributed  to  the  Support  of  the 
Monks.  Before  the  Reformed  vi^erc  banifli'd  fronx 
France^  the  Nazarene  Papifts  proteded  the  Monks 
in  fpite  of  their  Adverfarics.  Jarfmifm  fucceeding 
in  the  place  of  Cahlnifm,  the  Monks  fplit  into  Par- 
ties, each  maintaining  its  own  Adherents  ;  and  really, 
if  the  Monks  are  good  for  any  thing,  'tis  to  foment 
Divifion.  This  is,  I  think,  what  has  preferv'd  the 
Monks  in  Fraiice^  tho',  perhaps,  fome  Da)'  or  other, 
when  the  French  have  been  made  fenfible  of  the  Mif- 
chiefs  which  they  are  the  Authors  of,  they  will  be 
fo  wife  as  to  fend  them  out  of  the  Kingdom. 

Farewell,  dear  Ifaac^  live  content  and  happy. 

L  E  T  T  P:  R 
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Fro?n  Isaac  Onis,  a  Caraite,  at  Cairo, 
who  was  formerly  a  Rahbi^  at  Conftantino- 
ple,  /(?  Aaron  Monc2Ca,  at  Paris. 

T^HY  lafl:  Letter  but  one  gave  me  infinite  Plea- 
fure.  'Tis  impofiible  to  argue  more  confe-' 
cjnentially.  Thy  Ideas  are  clear  and  diftin6l,  and  it 
were  to  be  wiih'd  that  a  great  many  Queftions, 
which  are  rather  obfcurM  than  illuftrated,  v/ere 
handled  in  the  fame  manner. 

Moil:  of  the  Authors  who  have  wrote  upon  ab- 
ftradled  Matters,  have  even  made  them  m.ore  diffi- 
cult, by  perplexing  and'  confounding  them.  Com- 
mentators are  generally  apt  to  embarafs  the  Text  fa 
much,  that  there's  no  coming  at  the  true  Senfe  of 
the  Original  which  they  have  been  at  work  upon. 
And  fometimes  an  Author^  good  enough  in  himfelf,, 
becomes  defpicable  by  reafon  of  the  Bluioders  and 
Abfurdities  of  his  Commentators. 

lam  at  this  very  time  reading  a  Book,  for  which 
the  Nazarenes,  and  our  Brethren  the  Jews.^  have 
afFedled  a  great  Contempt ;  yet  it  contains  excellent 
Things,  full  of  Piety,  and  fuch  as  have  a  Tendency 
to  give  the  Mind  a  great  Idea  of  the  Power  of  God. 
This  Book  is  the  Alcoran,  written  in  its  primitive 
Language  without  any  Com.mentary,  and  'twas 
given  me  by  an  Arabian.  I  know  that  the  Book 
has  Errors  in  it,  which  are  contrary  to  the  Books 
that  arc  Uh  us  by  our  Prophets ;  But  fetting  afide 
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certain  Principles  of  Religion,  and  confidering  the 
Alcoran  only  as  the  Syftem  of  a  Philofopher,  I  think 
it  deferves  the  Efleem  of  good  Men,  and  is  ufeful 
for  the  Correction  of  Manners. — There  is  not  a 
Philofopher,  I  don*t  except  even  the  mofl  Learned 
among  the  Moderns,  that  has  given  more  convin- 
cing Proofs  of  the  Exiftence,  ,and  the  immenfe  Power 
of  the  Deity,  than  Mahomet.  Hear  how  he  explains 
himfclf  in  the  Chapter  of  Mercy ^  where  he  makes 
the  Deity  fay,  '  We  have  created  you  all.  If  you 
don't  believe  it,  confider  all  the  good  Things 
which  you  enjoy.  Did  you  create  them  yourfclves? 
We  have  appointed  that  you  fhould  die.  We  can, 
if  it  fo  pleafeth  us,  put  other  Creatures  like  to 
you  in  your  place,  and  metamorphofe  you  into 
another  Figure  which  you  know  not.  We  have 
caufed  the  Soul  to  enter  into  your  Bodies.  If  you 
don't  attend  to  this,  only  confider  your  Tillage  ; 
do  you  caufc  the  Earth  to  produce  its  Fruits,  or  do 
I  ?  If  I  pleafe,  I  v/ill  make  your  Fields  dry  as 
Stubble  without  Corn:  And  yet  you  are  proud, 
an  J  you  fay.  What !  JJmll  our  Corn  that  we  have- 
/own  be  lojt?  No^  f^^^'t'h't  i^'s  I'-'ifi  ft^'ve  it.  Silly 
Creatures  !  how  can  you  talk  at  this  rate  ?  Lift  up 
your  Eyes  to  Heaven.  Confider  the  Water  that 
falls  from  it,  and  ferves  to  quench  your  Thirft. 
Do  you  caufe  it  to  defcend  from  the  Clouds,  or  do. 
we  ?  If  it  pleafeth  us,  it  fiiall  not  fiill  at  all ;  or 
we  will  caufe  it  to  come  down  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  it  fliall  be  of  no  Service,  either  to  fructify 
your  Fields,  or  to  quench  your  Thirft*.' 
Now  I  afk  thee,  dear  Monceca^  what  thou  think'ft 
of  this  Paffage  ?  What  a  Majefty  there  is  in  It  ! 
What  grand  Ideas  does  it  not  offer  to  the  Imagina- 

*  Mahomet's  Alcoran,  tranflated  out  of  the  Arabic 
into  French,  by  M.  du  Rjcr,  p.  1 12, 
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tion  !  How  fubllme  is  his  Reprcfentation  of  the  im- 
menfe  Power  of  the  Deity,  after  having  plainly 
prov'd  his  Exiftence  by  thefe  few  Words  !  IV^e  have 
created  you  all.  If  you  don^t  believe  li^  confider  all  the. 
good  Things  you  cnjcy.  Did  you  create  thejn  y  our f elves.? 
Tiiis  is  the  moil  invincible  Argument  of  the  Ne- 
cciiity  of  the  Divine  Being  ;  becaufe  we  know  there 
was  a  Time  wlien  we, did  not  exift,  we  are  under  a 
NeceiHty  of  looking  backwards  to  one  Eternal  Caufe, 
to  one  Supreme  Being,  which  having  produc'd  alj 
Beings,  maintains  them  in  the  Order  wherein  v/e 
fee  them.  This  Regulation,  fo  beautiful,  and  fo  wife^ 
is  a  perpetual  Proof  of  the  Exiftence  of  the  Deity : 
'Tis  a  convincing  Argument,  inceffantly  before  our 
Eyes,  which  we  cannot  open  without  beholding  the 
extraordinary  Works  fcrm'd  by  this  Almighty  Be- 
ing;  and,  v/hen  v/e  fhut  them,  we  contemplate- 
them  no  lefs  with  the  Eye  of  our  Mind.  Even  this 
tells  us,  that  fuch  a  thinking  intelligent  Being  cou'd 
not  be  the  Confequence  of  a  Principle'ignorant,  and 
ailing  without  Knowledge.  Confequently,  the 
Majefty  and  Exiftence  of  the  Divine  Being  makes 
itfelf  knovv'fl  to  the  Blind,  as  well,  as  to  thofe  that 
have  Eyes  to  fee  :  For,  as  foon  as  a  Man  exifts,  he 
has  the  Means  and  Capacity  of  knowing  it;  be- 
caufe he  thinks,  and  is  capable  of  refiecling  upon  hia 
Thought. 

But  tho^  Men  have  the  Happinefs  to  be  able  ta 
advance  themfelves  to  the  Knowledge  of  a  God,, 
they  ought  not,  therefore,  to  pretend  to  penetrate 
into  the  Secrets  which  he  has  been  pleas'd  to  conceal 
from  our  Sight. — 'Tis  abfurd  for  finite  Creatures  to 
pretend  to  know  the  Attributes  and  Qi'-alities  of  the 
Infinite  Beino;  to  Perfection.  How  ridiculous  is  it 
for  the  Creature  to  pretend  to  afpire  to  the  Creator, 
and  to  match  itfelf  with  him  !  The  Knowledge, 
which  we  have  oi  the  Divine  Being,  is  the  chief 

Motiva. 
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Motive  that  ought  to  determine  our  Obedience. 
There  is  nothing  more  renfclcfs  than  to  endeavour 
to  h'mit  the  Power  of  God,  and  to  think  that  a 
'I'hing  cannot  be,  becaufe  we  do  not  comprehend 
how  'tis  poiTible  for  it  to  be.  That's  the  Source  of 
the  various  Errors  that  fpring  up  in  all  Religions.  Let 
VIS  fee,  dear  Monccca^  how  Mahcinet  confutes  the 
Unbelievers  who  ofFer  to  fet  Bounds  to  the  Celeflial 
Power,  and  deny  the  PofTibility  of  the  Rcfurrcdtion 
of  the  Body.  What  !  fay  the  Wicked,  JJjall  ive  die^ 
J})all  we  he  Duft^  ayid  Jhall  ivc  rtturn  to  the  JVorld? 
This  is  a  Change  very  remote  !    '  And  why  fliall  they 

*  not  rife  again  ?  Don't  they  fee  the  Firmament  over 

*  their  Heads,    how  we  have  form'd  it,    how  we 

*  have  adorn'd  it,  and  that  there  is  no  Fault  in  it  I 

*  We  have  ftretch'd  out  the  Earth,    call  up  the 

*  Mountains,  and  have  caus'd  all  manner  of  Fruits 

*  to  be  produc'd  as  a  Sign  of  our  Almighty  Power. 

*  We  have  fent  down  the  Rain  from  Heaven,  and 

*  have  thereby  caus'd  the  Gardens  to  produce  Com 
'  agreeable  to  the  Reaper,  and  Palm-trees  fome 
"*  higher  than  others  to  enrich  our  Creatures.     We 

*  h;ve  given  Life  to  the  dead,  dry,  and  barren 
'  Ground.      Thus  (hall  the  Dead   rife   from   the 

*  Grave  *.' 

All  the  Syftems  of  Philofophy  cannot  convey  a 
more  majeftic  Idea  of  the  Power  of  the  Divine 
Being.  He,  who  out  of  dry  barren  Earth  form'd 
Man,  can  undoubtedly  raife  him  from  the  Grave : 
'Tis  net  more  diificult  for  the  Divine  Being  to  order 
Matter  to  join  itfelf  again  together,  than  it  was  for 
him  to  animate  it,  and  put  it  in  Motion.  He  who 
made  all  Things  out  of  Nothing,  cannot  he  do 
whatever  he  will  ?  Is  there  any  thing  that  is  more 
repugnant  to  our  frail  Reafon,  than  to  think  that 

^  Alcoran,  in  the  Chapter  de  Re  judicata ,  p.  308. 

fome- 
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fomething  can  be  made  out  of  nothing  !  Yet,  not 
only  Religion,  but  ibund  Philofophy,  tells  us,  that 
Matter  muft  have  been  created  by  God.  For  if  it 
was  co-eternal  with  God,  it  would  be  independant 
of  him,  becaufe  it  would  not  owe  its  Creation  to 
him,  and  he  could  not  deftroy  it.  In  that  Cafe,  God 
would  not  be  Omnipotent,  and  there  would  then  be 
a  Being  as  antient  as  he,  which  would  not  be  de- 
pendent on  him.  The  Divinity  would  then  be  no 
longer  Infinite,  but  would  be  limited  in  his  Power, 
whereas  the  Infinite  Being  ought  to  be  Infinite  in  ali- 
bis Attributes.  Matter  would  in  that  Cafe  be  a  rival 
Divinity  to  the  former.  What  Abfurdities  follow  from 
a  Syftem  which  admits  the  Co-eternity  of  Matter 
with  God  !  If  a  Man  makes  ufe  of  his  Reafon,  he 
muft  own  that  God  has  created  all  Beings  out  of 
Nothing.  But  can  we  comprehend  this  Myftery  ? 
No,  furely.  Why  then  fhould  we  ofFer  to  limit  the 
Power  of  God  in  other  Things,  fince  there  is  no- 
thing which  his  Power  cannot  eafily  execute,  fince 
it  has  been  able  to  produce  all  Things  from  No- 
thing ?  <  The  Supreme  Being,  fays  Mahomet, 
knows  tliofe  that  are  unjuft.  He  has  the 'Keys  o£ 
Tuturity  in  his  Power.  No  one  knows  it  but  He. 
He  knows  every  thing  that  is  in  the  Earth,  and 
in  the  Sea.  He  knows  the  Number  of  Leaves 
that  fall  from  the  Trees,  and  the  Number  of 
Atoms  that  are  in  ^the  Darknefs  of  the  Earth. 
There  is  nothing  dry  nor  green  upon  the  Earth, 
but  what  is  written  in  the  Book  of  Light.  'Tis 
he  who  caufes  you  to  die,  and  who  knows  your 

Deeds  both  of  Good  and  Evil. Remember  the 

Day  that  he  pronounc'd.  Let  there  be^  and  every 

thing  was. He  knows  Things  prefent,  future, 

and  paft.     He  is  moft  wife,  and  nothing  is  hid 

from  him. Abraham^  upon  feeing  a  very  clear 

5tar  in  the  Night,  aik'd  himfelf,   if  it  was  his 

*  God? 
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*  God  ?  No,  faid  he  to  himfelf^  my  God  does  nei- 
'  ther  rife  nor  let*.' 

Confider,  deary/^r^^,  all  thefe  different  PafTages, 
and  fee  what  Ideas  they  prelbnt  to  the  Imagination  \ 
judge  afterwards  of  the  Book  by  thefe  Scraps  of  it. 
The  moral  Precepts  diffusM  ia  this  Work,  are  beau- 
tiful, edifying,  and  fuitable  to  the  Sublimity  of  the 
Notions  which  it  gives  of  the  Divinity.  Thefe  are 
fome  of  them  :  '  O  you  that  believe  !  you  have 
*-   Children  and  Wives  that  are,  perhaps,  your  Ene- 

*  mies.   Beware  of  their  bad  Inclinations ;   but  if  you 

*  pardon  them,  and  keep  at  a  Diftance  from  them, 
'  God  will  be  i!;racious  and  merciful  to  vou.  Riches 
'  and  Children  often  hinder  you  from  obeying  God. 
'  But  know,  that  he  abundantly  rewards  good  Men. 

*  Fear  him  with  all  your  Power.  Hear  his  Com- 
'  mandments.  Obey  him.  Give  Alms.  He  that 
'  is  not  covetous,  will  be  very  happy.     If  you  lend 

*  any  thing  to  Gcd,  he  will  return  you  manifold, 

*  he  will  pardon  your  Sins.    He  loves  Bcnefa6lions ; 

*  for  he  himfelf  is  very  merciful  f ,' 

Suppofe  that  a  Turk  a£ts  according  to  the  Precepts 
laid  down  in  thi;»  Paflage,  will  not  he  be,  dear  J/c^z- 
xeca^  an  honeft,  virtuous,  pious  Man,  and  worthy 
of  the  Efteem  of  all  the  Univerfe  ?  Is  there  any 
>  Moral  more  pure  than  that  which  recommends  Cha- 
rity, and  the  Pardon  of  Offences,  and  which  founds 
ttie  Mercy  of  God  on  the  Exercifc  of  thofe  Virtues  ? 
Why,  therefore,  mufl  a  Book  be  defpis'd,  that 
-contains  Precepts  fo  conducive  to  the  Happinefs  of 
Society  ?  I  fliould  be  glad  to  fee  the  Good  diflin- 
guifhM  from  the  Bad  in  the  Alcoran,  and  to  hear 
-fome  Things  approved  as  well  as  others  condemn'd. 
The  Generality  who  blame  this  Book,  have  never 
Tead  it,  and  perhaps,  if  they  knew  it  better,  they 

*  The  Alcoran  in  the  Chapter  of  Gratifications^  p.  98. 

ff-  The  Alcoran  in  the  Chapter  q^ Fraud,  p.  no. 

wouW 
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would  give  it  a  difFcrent  Character.  How  many 
Tracts  are  there  of  our  Rabbles,  and  even  of  the 
Nazarc7u  Doctors,  that  would  dcferve  to  be  as  fe- 
verely  cenfur'd  as  the  Alcoran,  tho'  they  are  not  fo 
much  as  talk'd  of?  At  leaft  I  am  fure  that  thofe 
Works  don't  convey  a  greater  Idea  of  the  Divine 
Being.  If  we  v/ere  to  make  a  phllofophical  Difqui- 
fition  into  the  Books  of  certain  S>paniJ}:>  DoiSlors,  what 
Krrors  (hould  we  not  find  in  them  ?  How  many 
Principles  contrary  to  good  Senfe,  and  right  Reafon  ? 
How  many  Maxims  pernicious  to  the  Welfare  of  So- 
ciety ?  What  a  fine  Book  would  it  make,  if  all  the 
Monkifh  Impertinences  were  to  be  colle6led  ?  One 
that  fliould  go  about  to  write  a  Hijlory  of  the  Vaga- 
ries of  the  Mind  of  Man ^  would  not  fail  of  Matter 
in  Memoirs  fo  fruitful- and  fo  copious. 

The  Talmud  of  the  Rabbles  is  a  hundred  times  \ 
more  ridiculous  than  the  Alcoran.  Don't  think, 
dear  Monceca^  that  the  Spirit  of  Party  influences  my 
Opinion.  In  defpifing  the  Talmud,  I  forget  that  I 
am  a  Caraite.  I  don't  condemn  that  monflrous  Work 
as  a  Partifan  and  an  Abettor  of  an  Opinion  oppofite 
to  the  Rabbles ;  but  as  a  Philofopher,  and  as  a  Man- 
that  endeavours  to  make  ufe  of  the  Light  of  Nature. 
I  make  no  doubt  but  fome  Day  or  other  thou  wilt 
'be  of  the  fame  Opinion  as  I  am.  "^Tis  impoffible, 
if  thou  makeft  ufe  of  thy  Reafon,  but  thou  mufl: 
embrace  the  Opinions  of  the  judicious  Caraites. 
Examine  the  abfurd  Sentiments  of  the  Rabbles ; 
fludy  thofe  of  their  Adverfaries ;  make  ufe  of  the 
natural  Reafon  which  Heaven  has  given  thee,  and 
then  determine  thyfelf.  Thou  wilt  foon  be  ac- 
quainted  what  is  true  fudaifm^  and  that  pure  Law 
which  was  given  to  us  by  our  Prophet  and  Legilla- 
tor.  Confider,  At2X  Adonceca^  that  the  yeit;;*/Z)  Rab- 
bles exclaim  againft  certain  fabulous  Stories  that 
are  in  the  Alcoran.     They  laugh  at  the  Weaknefs 


of  i 
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of  the  Turks  to  credit  fuch  ChimiEras  :  But  AdahomCt 
never  faid  fuch  impertinent  Thing.?  as  the  Rabbi 
Ahrahcun^  who  imagin'd  that  the  Satyrs  or  Fauns 
were  real  Creatures,  tho'  imperfeiS^Abecaufe  God 
was  overtaken  by  the  Eve  of  the  Sabbath  before 
he  cou'd  give  them  the  finifliing  Stroke  ;  and  that 
thofe  Monflers,  becaufe  of  the  Sacrednefs  of  the 
Day,  retirM  to  the  Mountains  and  Forefts  to  con- 
ceal themfelves,  from  whence  they  retufn'd  after- 
wards to  torment  Mankind. 

Is  it  poflible  for  the  Mind  of  Man  to  be  more 
bewildered  than  to  compare  God  to  a  vile  Sculptor, 
who  not  being  able  to  finifh  his  Work  at  the 
Week's  End,  left  it  imperfe61:  ?  Reconcile  this 
Abfurdity,  dear  Monceca^  with  the  Grandeur  and 
fpcedy  Execution  of  the  Operations  of  the  Divine 
Being,  who  no  fooner  gives  the  Word  but  Nature 
obeys,  and  changes  its  Face.  As  he  created  in  ah 
Inftant,  fo  he  can  in  an  Inftant  dertroy.  He  faid. 
Let  there  he  Lights  and  there  luas  Light.  Ke  need 
only  fay.  Let  that  Light  ceafe^  and  there  mujl  ie 
Darkncfs, 

Farewell,  dear  Afonceca  ;  and  mav  the  God  of 
our  Fathers  inlighten  thy  Mind,  and  make  thee  a 
Caraite. 


Vol.  hi. 
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Trom  Aaron  Monceca,  at  Paris,  to 
Isaac  Onis,  a  Cara'ite^  In  Egypt,  for^ 
merly  a  Rahhi  at  Conftantinople. 

Think,  dear  IfaaCy  that  thy  Refle61;ions  upon  the 
Alcoran  are  very  judicious,  and  am  firmly  per- 
fuaded,  that  the  Generality  of  the  People  who  de- 
ipile  this  Book,  without  endeavouring  to  diftinguifli 
the  Good  from  the  Bad,  are  blinded  by  the  Force 
of  Prejudice.  Moft  of  the  t{a%arenes  have  a  mif- 
taken,  abfurd,  and  even  ridiculous  Notion  of  the 
21'Iahometan  Relip;ion  ;  and  they  v/ould  not  be  fo  much 
furpriz'd  at  the  Turks  Attachment  to  Mahometanifm^ 
if  they  did  but  coolly  examine  the  Motives  by  which 
they  may  be  engag'd  to  perfift  in  it. 

'Tis  an  eafy  Matter  to  call  People  weak  and  ig- 
rtorant,  wdiofe  Virtues   or  Qualities  are  unknown. 
'Tis  only  to  fuppofe  that  their  Qiialitics  have  no  Af- 
finity with  the  Sciences ;  and  then  'tis  inferr'd,.  that 
by  ccnfequence  their  Ideas  muft  be  grofs,  confus'd, 
and  very,  difterent  from  thofe  wliich  are  acquir'd  by 
Study.     But  it  generally  happens,  that  when  a  falfe 
Fofition  is  laid  down,  the  Inference  drawn  from  it 
is  not  conformable  to  the  Truth.     The  Nazarenes 
are  guilty  of  this  Fault.     They  form  a  Judgm.ent  of 
the  Genius  of  the  Mahometan  Divines  and   Philofo- 
phers,  -by  the  odious  and  fabulous  Accounts  that  are 
daily  publifh'd  by  ignorant  Travellers  and  Monks, 
who  watch  all   Opportunities  to   decry  every  thing 
iliat  is  not  agreeable  to  their  Opinion.     'Tis  upon 

the 
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the  Credit  of  the  Fables  invented  by  fome  Greek  Au- 
thors, that  the  French ^  Spanijh^  EngUjh^  Italian^ 
German  Authors,  i^c.  iiave  reported  levtiL-l  Things 
of  Maho?net^  that  are  not  only  falfe,  but  even  con- 
trary to  Rcafon.  There  is  nothing  fo  impertinent, 
and  more  contrary  to  the  Truth  of  Hiftory,  than 
the  Idea  which  Morery  has  given  of  Mahornef^ . 

If  we  may  take  that  Prieft's  Word  for  it,  this 
Legiflator  was  a  Man  of  a  mean  ExtracSlion,  who 
allociated  himfelf  with  the  Monk  Sergius,  and  with 
him  compob'd  the  Precepts  of  his  Law,  and  then 
got  it  embrac'd  by  a  Gang  of  Robbers,  of  which 
he  was  the  Ringleader.  Is  not  that  a  very  edifying 
Account  ;  and  have  not  tliey,  who  judge  of  Ala- 
homet  by  this  Relation,  good  Reafon  to  think  thofe 
People  very  weak  who^have  embraced  his  Doctrines? 
But  perhaps  they  would  be  of  another  Mind,  if  they 
had  a  right  Notion  of  this  falfe  Prophet,  and  did  but 
know  the  Extent  of  his  Genius.  The  learned  Na- 
%arenes  were  appriz'd  of  this,  but  they,  thought  it 
not  worth  their  while  to  undeceive  People;  and  that 
it  was  necefl'ary  to  leave  them  in  an  Error  v^hich 
favoured  Nazarenif?n.  '  Aiahojnet^  fays  the  famous 
'  la  Croze  f,  had  very  fine  natural  Parts.  He  was 
'  agreeable,  polite,  and  obliging,  and  fit  to  convcrfe 
'  v^'ith  all  Mankind.     This  is  the  Teflimony  given 

*  Maho7net,  the  falfe  Arabian  Prophet,  was  born, 
according  to  feme  Authors,  on  the  qthof  A/^V,  Anno 
570.  I'iie  Name  of  his  Father,  who  was  a  Fagan^  wa? 
Abdella  ?  and  that  of  his  Mother,  a  y^w,  was  Eminia; 
both  of  the  Dregs  of  the  People.  His  Religion,  which 
was  partly  composed  of  Judaif?n,  and  partly  of  the 
Dreams  of  Heretics,  was  embrac'd  by  the  Wicked  and 

Robbers, who  knew  neither  God  nor  Juiliee. 

Morery  in  the  Article  of  Mahomet. 

t  iiillori-cr.l  Diflertations  on  various  Subieds,  torn,  I. 

p-  38. 
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*•  of  him  by  an  Oriental  Chriftian,  who  has  written 
'^  a  Hifiory  of  Ivlahometamfm  in  Arabic.  As  to  Ma- 
•^  hornet''^  Genius,  'tis  natural  to  conclude  that  he 
*  was  an  extraordinary  Pvlan  ;  and  this  is  plain,  even 
■*  from  the  Tranflations  of  the  Alcoran  ;  tho'  by  the 
^  Confcffion  of  thofe  who  undcrftand  the  Lano-uage 
'  in  which  it  is  written,  they  come  far  -fliort  of  the 
"^  Beauty  and  Majefty  of  the  Original.' 

Adany  other  learned  Nazarenes  have  done  the 
fame  Tuftice  to  Maho?net ;  but  their  Writings  being 
-only  knov/n  to  Scholars,  have  not  defeated  the 
Prejudices  df  the  V'ulgar,  which  increafe  every  Day, 
and  arc  fomented  by  the  Lyes  of  fome  Nazarene 
Divines.  Bayle  reports  one  invented  by  a  Monk, 
and  the  Refle61:ions  he  makes  upon  it  are  worthy  of 
•Juch  a  Philofopher  as  he  was:   '   A  Benedi6tin  of 

*  the  Netherlands^  fays  he  *,  publifli'd   a    Book  in 

*  Latin^  and  in  Low  Dutch^  in  which  he  inferted  a 
■*  great  many  idle  Stories,  and  this  among  the  reft: 
^  A  Genoefe  was  fo  very  curious  to  fee  what  the 
"^  Moors  or  Saracens  do  in  their  Mofques,  that 
^  he  got  into  one  of  them  by  Stealth,  though  he 

*  knew   very  well  'twas    their  Cuftom  to  put  all 

*  Chriftians  they  find  there  to  Death,  or  to  compel 
■^  them  to  abjure  their  Religion.  There  was  fuch  a 

*  great  Crowd  libout  him,  that  he  could  not  go  out, 
■*-  when  an  Accident  happen'd,  which  made  him  wifh 
*^  himfelf  el/ewhere  :  for  Nature  was  very  preffing 

*  for  an  Evacuation.  He  could  not  contain  himfelf 
*^  for  his  Life,  and  the  ungrateful  Smell  that  came 

*  from  him  made  fuch  a  Difcovery  of  his  Condition, 
^  that  he  thou2[ht  he  had  not  long;  to  live.  But  he 
^  Hipp'd  his  Neck  out  of  the  Halter,  by  pretending 
'  that  being  coftive  for  a  long  time,  he  came  on 

*  Hiilorical  and  Critical  Didionary,  in  the  Article  of 
hiahomet^ 

*  purpofe 
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<  purpofe  to  recommend  himfelf  to  Mahomet ^  and' 
'  that  he  had  found  immediate  Relief.  XJpon  thi:> 
'  they  took  ofF  his  Breeches,  and  hung  them  up  ia 
'  the  Mofque,  crying  out,  A  Miracle!  A  ]\li- 
'  RA.CLE  !  Thus  docs  one  Half  of  the  World  make 
'  a  Jcft  of  the  other  j  for  to  be  furc,  the  Alahc-- 
'  inctam  are  not  ignorant  of  all  the  ridiculous  Sto- 
'  rics  that  are  told  of  the  Monks;  and  if  it  weic 
'   true  tliat  thcv  knew  nothincr  of  'em,  vet  'tis  rea- 

<  fonable  to  believe,  tliat  they  propagate  Lyes  i.jiv/ 

<  impertinent  Stories  againlt  the  Chriilian  Sc<^^s..  li 
'  they  knew  the  Story  of  the  FUiiuJ}}  Benedi<51in^ 
*"  they  would  fay,  perhaps:  ^'  Thcfe  rnre  Mii.icK - 
"  mongers  forge  very  grofs  ones  for  us !  Not  bur, 
"  if  they  pleas'd,  they  could  invent  very  cunning 
"  ones  ;  but  they  keep  them  for  themfdves  ;  they 
''  drink  the  Wine,  and  fend  us  the  Lees." 

I  will  make  fome  fmall  Addition,  dear  Ifaac^  to 
the  wife  and  difinterefted  Moral  of  this  Nwzarcne 
Philofopher.  If  he  had  travell'd  among  the  Turks^  he 
would  have  been  more  fully  convinc'd  of  the  Ridi- 
culoufnefs  of  this  Story,  which  has  no  mariner  of 
Probability  ;  for  thou  knoweft  that  the  Naxarenes 
who  are  fettled  In  the  Levant  may  not  v/ear  a  Tur- 
ban, but  have  a  Hat  or  Cap,  tho'  they  drefs  other- 
wife  in  the  Mode  of  the  Levant  \  fo  that  'tis  as  eafy" 
to  diltinguifli  a  Nazarene  from  a  *Turk^  as  a  Greek 
from  a  Man  who  drefles  a  la  mode  de  France.  How 
could  the  Turks  then  let  this  Nazarene  flay  fo  long: 
in  the  Mofque  'till  he  was  oblig'd  to  do  his  Occa- 
fions  there  ?  How  did  it  happen,  that  they  who 
were  near  him  did  not  know  him  by  his  Hat  or 
Cap  ?  What  Stratagem  did  he  make  ufe  of,  to  en- 
ter the  Mofque  with  thofe  Badges  of  Nazaremfm? 
If  he  was  difguis'd,  and  had  put  on  a  Turban,  he  had 
no  Occafion  to  mention  the  pretended  Invocation 
oi  Alahomet :  And,  after  he  was  once  taken  for  a 

£  3  Turk^, 
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*Tiirh^  he  could  run  no  manner  of  rifque.  A  Turk^ 
whofe  NcceiTities  were  fo  urgent,  that  he  fliould  hap- 
pen to  foil  his  Breeches,  becaufe  he  could  not  get  out 
of  the  Mofque  for  the  Crowd,  would  be  in  no  more 
Danger  than-^a  Pariftan^  who,  upon  the  Fcftlval  of 
!St.  Ignatius^  ihould  caufe  a  Stink  in  the  Church  of 
the  Jefuiis.  The  two  Sh~— rs  would  have  noticing 
more  to  do  than  to  get  the  Lining  of  their  Breeches 
wafli'd.  The  Imans  of  the  Mofque  would  not  think 
that  Mahc?net  wo\A<\  turn  up  hisNofe  at  this  ofFenfive 
Exhalation  ;  nor  would  they  punifji  the  Author  of  it, 
unlcfs  they  thought  he  did  it  by  way  of  Contempt, 
in  which  Cafe  they  would  a6t  very  rationally.  And 
i'urely,  upon  fuch  an  Occafion,  the  Jefuits  would 
not  be  more  gentle  than  the  Mahometans.  What 
would  not  they  do  to  a  'Janfenlji^  who  fliould  difturb 
the  Feftival  of  their  Patriarch  after  fo  indecent  a 
iiianner  ?  And  what  would  not  the  ^Janfcnijis  do 
in  their  Turn  to  a  Moliniji^  who  fliould  be  fuch  a 
Sloven  as  to  profane  the  Tomb  of  xht  Jbbe  Paris, 
by  foul  Smells  ?  Happy  would  it  be  for  him  if  he 
fav'd  his  Life  by  the  Expedient  of  adding  his  Folly 
to  the  Number  of  the  Saint's  Miracles ;  and,  by' 
making  Oath,  that  not  being  of  a  Conftitution 
iirong  enough  to  rcfift  the  Convulfions,  the  holy 
Deacon  had  perform'd  his  Cure  by  a  fudden  Re- 
volution in  his  Bowels.  All  the  yanfentJJs  would; 
ihen  cry  out,  A  Miracle  I  The  Relation  of  the 
wonderful  Cure  of  the  Sh — rs  would  be  carefully 
inferted  in  the  Nouvelles  EcclefiajViques :  And  the 
Pontiff  of  MoitpelUer  would  publilh  a  Manifefto  to 
prove  it  authentic. 

When  the  Philofophers,  dear  Ifaac,  confider  the 
Partiality  of  Men  in  general,  for  the  Opinions., 
which  they  have  imblb'd  from  their  Inflmcy,  they 
difcover  the  Source  of  all  the  ridiculous  Stories 
which  the  fcveral  Religions  have  mutually  invented 


Let.  5?o.     The  Jewish  ^v  r,  ^9 

of  one  another.  What  Abfurditles don't  the  Gene- 
rality of  the  Turks  give  out  concerning  the  Faith  of 
the  Na7.areyies?  What  Fables  don't  the  latter  invent 
to  our  Charge  ?  To  endeavour  to  form  a  Judgnienf 
of  a  Reli2;ion,  by  what  certain  Authors  of  a  con- 
trary Se61:  have  written  of  it,  is  as  ridiculous  as  to. 
expe6t  to  find  Hifl-ory  in  the  Tales  of  the  Fairies^  and 
thole  of  the  Thoufand  and  One  Nights. 

If  one  were  to  credit  three-fourths  of  ihe  Na-z^- 
rme  Doctors,  the  Blindnefs  which  the  Turks  con- 
tinue in  is  onlv  owing  to  their  Debauchery,  or  elfc 
'tis  becaufe  they  have  no  Notion  of  Nazarenifm : 
I^ut  there  is  nothing  lb  unjud:  as  this  Sentiment.. 
The  Aiahomeians  know  the  Opinions  of  ti^.eir  Ad~ 
verfaries,  and  they  hsive  had  feveral  controverfK.t 
Authors  that  have  confuted  them,  and  made  ufe  of 
Arguments  ftrong  enough  to  make  an  Trnpredion 
not  only  upon  Minds  already  prcjudic'd,  as  the  Turks 
arc,  but  even  upon  thofe  of  imp;irtial  People,  who 
endeavour  to  be  detcrminM  by  the  Ailiftance  of  the 
Light  of  Nature*.     'I'is  certain,  dear  T/rz^t,   that 

*  The  Mahometans  have  written  feveral  Books  of 
Controverfy  againft  the  Chriftian  Religion.  *Tis  wortli 
while  to  know  their  Way  of  difputing  with  us,  and  this 
has  engp.ged  me  to  fet  down,  in  this  Place  feme  F..\- 
trails  out  of  one  of  their  Polemical  Books  \_^ee  thefc  Ex 
traBs  by-and-by.~\  I  take  them  from  the  Papers  of  ,'i 
Spanijh  Mahometan,  who  was  Embafiador  from  the  King- 
of  Morocco  to  the  Sates  General  of  the  United  Pro^vincesy 
1610.  This  MVn  was  a  Native  of  Bifcaw  and  probably 
of  the  Race  of  thofe  Moors,  who,  for  a  long  time,  pof- 
fefs'd  a  great  Part  of  the  Spanijh  Provinces.  Having 
difputed  in  Holland  sgainll  Prince  Maurice,  and  Don. 
Emanuely  the  Son  of  Don  Antonio,  King  of  Por-tugai, 
he  fent  them  a  Latin  Letter,  after  his  Return  into 
Africa,  wherein  he  endeavours  to  give  them  the  bcil  Ac-' 
count  he  could  of  his  Faith.  La  Croze's  Hillorical  Dif- 
iertatious  on  divers  Subjeds,  torn.  i.  p.  4,7. 
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the  more  fimple  a  Religion  is,  and  the  lefs  'tis  in- 
cumber'd  with  Articles  cilential  to  Faith,  the  more 
eafy  is  it  to  be  defended.      'Tis  this  that  forms  the 
principal  Beauty  of  yudaifm^  and  that  demonllrates 
its  Dignity  and   its  Truth.     Now,  there  is  nothing 
lb  plain,  next  to  the  Jeivi/Jj  Religion,  as  the  A'Ja- 
kometan    is.      I  don't  fpeak    of   Ceremonies,  thefc 
being  Appendages  which  have  nothing  in  common 
with   the  fundamental   Principles  that  conftitute  a 
Belief  neceffary  to  Salvation  :   Befides,  all  Religions,.. 
if  we  except   that  of  the  Reformed  Nazarenes^  are 
^]ike  overcharg'd   with  improper  and   vicious    Cu- 
iioms,  which  have   been  introduc'd   into   them  by 
little  and  little.     A  wife  Man  looks  upon   them  as 
'i'hings  foreign,  that  have  nothing  in  common  with 
Articles  that  are  eflential.     Suppofe  therefore,  that, 
fetting  afide  the  Ceremonies  of  the  Mujfulmen^  there 
was  propos'd  to  a  Pagan  Philofopher,  who  has   no. 
I'Jea  of  yudatfm  or  Nazarenifm^  a  Confeilion  of  the. 
Mah:metan  Faith ;  I  doubt  not   but,    after  he  had 
confider'd  it,  he  would  receive  it  with  SubmifTion, 
iuid  would  look  upon  the  Man  that  fhould  explain 
the  Truths  of  it  to  him,  as  a  great  Man,  as  a  fupe- 
rior  Genius,  and  even  as  a  Perfon  cnli;j:hten'd  by  the 
\)t\Vj.     That  was  the   very  Cafe   of  the  firfi:  Ad- 
herents of  Mahcmet^  who  were  almoft  all  Pagans,, 
The   'Jcvjs  and    the  Nazarenes^   wlio  join'd   them, 
>vcre  extremely  ignorant  of  their  Religion,  and  had 
v.o  true  Notioji  of  it.    '['hey  were  eafily  feduc'd   by 
the  Difcourfcs  of  Mahomet.    His  fcothing  Style  had- 
the  fame  Effe6l  upon  them  as  the  Beauty  of  the  firft 
principles  of  his  Religion  caus'd  among  the  Pagans. 
One  ought  not  therefore  to  be  furpriz'd  at  the  fud-. 
<^'.zn  Progrcfs  v/hich  has  been  made  hy  Mahometan} f?n, 
nor  to  look  upon  the  firft  Men  that  received  it  as 
Fools  or  Debauchees.     The  wifeft  of  the  Arallani 
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embrac'd  it  for  no  other  Reafon  but  becaufe  they- 
were  perfuaded  of  the  Trutli  of  it. 

There  is  nothing  fo  majcflic  as  the  Turks  Confef- 
fion  of  Faith.  This  the  moft  learned  of  the  Naza^ 
renes  are  forc'd  to  own,  and  thou  thyfelf  {hall  be 
the  Judge  of  it,  by  this  Summary  of  the  Mahoineian 
Creed,  taken  out  of  the  Writings  of  an  Arabic  Au- 
thor, and  inferted  in  the  Works  of  one  of  the  firft 
Genius's  of  Europe  *.  '  Whoever,  fnys  this  Maho- 
'  metan,  enquires  what  is  the  Law  of  AiuJJidmen^ 
^  let  him  know  that  the  Creed  of  their  Faith  is 
'  contain'd  in  thefe  Words,  "  1  believe  j!i  one  only 
"  God.  1  believe  in  his  Angels,  in  all  his  Writing^.,. 
*'  and  in  all  the  Pi-opliets  whom  he  hr.s  fent  into  tlu:: 
"  World,  without  excepting  one,  and  making  no 
**  Difference  between  the  Prophets  and  the  Embidfa" 
dors  of  God.  I  believe  in  the  Day  of  Judgment  ; 
moreover,  I  believe  that  every  thing  which  cxifts, 
whether  it  be  pleafing  to  us  or  not,  was  created 
by  God.  This  is  the  Summary  of  our  Faitli." 
It  is  furprizing,dear  //^Y7^,thatfuclifhining7>uths,., 
from  which  there  naturally  flows  fo  pure  a  Moral,. 
made  an  ImprciTion  upon  the  Mindsof  fo  many  ditr- 
ferent  People  plung'd  in  Paganifin?  And  as  to  the 
Nazarcnes  who  embrac'd  Mahonietanifmy  'tis  a  Mt- 
ftake  to  think  that  the  Mujfulmcn  Doctors  did  nor. 
make  Objections  to  them,  enough  to  puzzle  anv 

*  Quifquis  igitur  fcire  cupit,  quss  fit  lex  MairiT?,  fci.;: 
Summam  et  Syiribolum  fidei  Mauronim  iis  includi  verb!;-.. 
"  Credo   in   unicam   folum  Deum.      Credo  in  AngeJi'^ 
**  ejus,  oiruiibus  Scripturis  et  Prophetis,  quos  raiiit  in- 
"  Mundum,  nemine  excepto,  nulla  fadta  diftcrentia.  intei 
**  aliquos  Prophetas,  et  Nuncios  ejus.     Credo  in  Dh 
"  Judicii.     Credo   prasterea  quidquid  eft,  five  nos  arri- 
*'  dear,  five  non,  creatum  a  Deo.     Ha:c  ellfumma  quo?. 
•*  inquirenti  Itatim  iiei.  paiam."     La  C'-c,':rt;'s  IlifLorical. 
Dificrtations,  ISc  p.  515  52. 
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people  who  were  riot  well  infoim'd  of  their  Religion. 
They  have  made  ufe  of  the  ftrongeft  Arguments  of 
the  Philofcphers  to  authorife  their  Sentiments  ;  and 
the  Mahemctcm  Divine,  v/hom  I  have  been  quot- 
ing,  employs  the  very  fame  Arguments,  to  efkblifh 
Mahometamfm^  that  ferv'd  as  the  F6undation  of  all 
the  Cnrtefum  Philofophy,  that  is  to  fay,  the  Neceflity 
of  examining  the  Truth  of  a  Thing  by  the  AiTiilance 
iof  natural  Reafon,  which  cannot  deceive  us,  becaufe 
*tis  the  only  Means  that  God  has  given  us,  to  diftin- 
guiih  Truth  from  Falihood.  God  Almighty^  faid  that 
jirahtan^  never  required  nor  commanded  that  Mart:  c 
foould  believe  what  caimot  he  comprehended.  On  the 
eontrary,  he  has  given  to  Aian  an  XJnderftanding  fit 
to  comprehend  every  thing  that  is  pojphle^  and  every 
thing  that  nccejjarily  exijis^  and  to  deny  and  not  qualify'' d 
to  cc?nprehend  every  thing  that  is  impojfihle  *.  As  foon 
as  this  Principle  in  granted,  dear  IJaac^  a  Man  muft 
be  very  much  prejudic'd,  or  veryfliort-fighted,  if  he 
does  not  perceive  thiit  Confcquences  mightbe  drawn 
from  <t  ftrongly  in  favour  of  Mahometanifw,^  and 
that  the  Nazarenes  and  Jews  who  embrac'd  it,  miglit 
look  upon  it  as  the  true  Religion,  and  fufTer  them- 
felves  to  be  perverted  to  fpecious  Errors.  The  Fault, 
dear  Ifaac^  of  the  Divines  of  all  Religions,  is  theaf- 
f -cting  too  great  a  Contempt  of  thofc  who  adhere  to 
Opinions  wliich  they  oppofe.  They  are  not  content 
with  faying  that  they  are  in  an  Error,  but  they  are 
for  depriving  them  at  any  Rate  of  common  Scnfe. 
Farev/cll,  dear  Jfaac ;  and  live  content  and  happy. 

*  Neque  Deus  omnipotens  unquam  volait,  aut  juffit, 
dcberc  Hominem  credere  id  quod  nee  poteft  intelligi,  nee 
percipi.  Potius  fecit  Hominis  Intellefium  aptum  a'd  per- 
cipiendum  qaidquid  poffibile  et  necelfarium  fuit,  et  ad  ne- 
gandam  et  non  percipiendujn,  tjuod  impojSibile  elL  La 
Croze  ut  fupra.  p.  48, 
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^rom   Aaron  M  o  n  c  e  c  a   at   Bruficls,. 
to  Isaac  O  n  i  s. 

A  S  I  pafs'd  thro'  Flanders^  dear  Ifaac^  tor  Bruf- 
•^^  feh^  1  had  T'imc  to  examine  the  French  Mili- 
tary  Forces.      At   20   Leagues  from   Far'is  all   the 
T  owns  are  fortity'd  ;  and  from  F  err  one  to  Lijlc  the 
Capital    of   French   Flanders.^  every  thing  one  fees 
breathes  War.      A  Part  of  the  Forces  of  the  King- 
dom is  diftrib'Jted  into  thcfe  f::^Ycral  Places,  where 
the  Soldiers  obferve  military  Order  and  Difcinlinc.,. 
with  as  much  Stridtnefs  as  if  they  were  juft  a;o!ng  to 
be  attack'd  by  the  Enemy.      I  have  been  to] u',    th.at 
before  the  laft  War  they  did    not  fecm  ib  mindful 
of  their  Diitv  ;  and  that  Peace  and  l>anquility  made 
them  lofe  that  Severity   and  Exa<5biefs  fo  ntceilarv^-. 
in  the  Art  of  War  :   But  they   have  now  a^lually 
refum'd  the  antient  Difcipline  which  tliey  had  nc-^ 
gle^ted. 

The  Inhabitants  of  thefe  military  Piaces  are  not 
near   fo  happy  as  the  other  French  are,   bein:^  O'^ert' 
Slaves  to  tlirec  or  four  little  lyrants,  who  pretendin-.'^ 
the  Welfare,  Service  and   Security. of  the  Town,, 
pat  on   the   Airs  of  a  Sovereign^   and   decide    the 
Tranquility,  and  in  a  manner    the   Fate  of  all  the 
Burghers.     The  Governors,  the  P^lng's  Lieutenants, 
and  the  Majors,   pretty  much  refemble  the  modern' 
fovereign    Pontiffs.      The  former  come    poor  into- 
their  Pod,  and  focn  get  Riches  i    the  latter,  undc*^- 
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the  Shelter  of  the  Tiara,  fpeedily  raife  their  Friends 
and  Relations  to  the  higheft  Dignities.  All  this  is 
clone  at  the  Expence  of  the  poor  People,  who  fsem 
only  born  to  be  the  Vi6lims  of  whoever  has  the 
Charge  of  protecSling  them.  1  look  upon  the  Military 
Governors,  excepting,  neverthclefs,  thofeof 'em  that 
have  Probity  enough  to  rcfpecl  Humanity,  like  fo 
jTiany  Wolves  fet  to  guard  a  Flock  of  Sheep  ;  they 
weuW  be  reckon'd  very  moderate  among  the  Wolves 
their  Comrades,  if  the  Blood  of  one  Ewe  in  a  Day 
wr.s  fufficicnt  to  fatisfy  their  voracious  Appetite. 
What  I  they  would  fay,  not  Jir angle  all  the  Fkck  ! 
Surely^  ihafs  a  Proof  cfinfiniie  Moderation.  'Tis  the 
iame  thing  with  the  Commandants,  in  the  fortify 'd 
Towns,  who  are  deem'd  very  moderate  when  they 
I'vve  for  plundering  only  by  little  and  little,  and  as  it 
v.'ere  for  giving  Time  to  breathe.  I  fancy  that  'tis 
fcr  the  \j{q  of  thefe  Military  Officers  that  a  very  bad 
JRook  is  composed  intituled,  U  Art  de  plumer  la Poule 
fans  la  faire  crier.,  i.  e.  The  Art  of fleecingwithout  raif 
ing  a  Cla?ncur.  There  are  20  different  ways  by  which 
the  Governors  empty  the  Citizens  Purfe,  without  the 
Poffibility  of  their  complaining  :  For  Example^ 
they  make  an  Order  that  the  Townfmen  fhallkeep 
Guard  at  certain  Pofts,  make  Patrols,  mount  the 
Guard,  whicli  are  all  military  Exercifes  that  may 
be  bought  oiF  for  a  certain  Sum  of  Money,  while 
the  Governor,  in  tender  Friendihip  to  the  Inhabi- 
tants, is  willing  to  excufe  them  from  thefe,  Jobbs, 
Tindonly  takes  their  Money  to  employ  it  in  procuring 
i'bme  little  Conveniency  for  the  Soldiers  of  the  Ga- 
lifon,  whom  he  orders  to  do  Duty  in  the  Burghers 
room.  Can  there  be  any  thing  fo  fair  and  juft  ? 
The  Place  muft  be  guarded.  All  that  he  does  is  only 
for  the  Public  Sero-ice,  a  couple  of  Magic  Terms 
th;it  have  Virtue  enough  to  fill  tlie  Commanders 
Burfcs,.    Tiie  J f nits  dy  nothing  but. for  the  greater 
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Glory  of  God^  and  the  Officers  nothing  but  for  the. 
Public  Service.  Thefe  are  Words  which  they  never 
forget ;  they  are  included  in  the  very  Orders  that 
they  give  ;  and  v^^hatever  they  do,  'tis  always 
with  this  Claufe.  Perhaps  thou  wilt  afk,  dear  Ifaac^. 
how  'tis  pofTible  for  them  to  reconcile  the  Utility 
of  the  King's  Service,  with  certain  things  that  are 
abfolutely  indifFerent,  and  fomctimes  even  contrary 
to  it  ?  I  muft  tell  thee  that  they  are  never  at  a  Lofs 
for  Expedients.  But  when  all  is  faid  and  done,  they 
don't  ftand  fo  much  upon  Ceremony  ;  and  provided 
they  compafs  their  own  End,  'tis-  not  the  BufnicTs 
of  private  People  to  judge  whether  the  Governor  was 
in  the  Wrong  to  make  the  Service  of  his  Sovereign 
a  Cloak  for  his  Avarice,  or  any  other  Fault. 

The  commanding  Officers  take  a  certain  Toll  for 
all  Provifions  that  come  into  the  Towns  upon  Mar- 
ket Days.  This  being  what  they  have  no  Right  to, 
the  Burghers  exclaim  fadly  againft  an  Impofition  tha.t 
enhances  the  Price  of  the  very  Neceflaries  of  Life  ; 
but  the  Governors  let  them  grumble  :  ''I'is  for  the 
King's  Service  that  his  Officers  fhould  be  well  fed, 
how  elfe  could  they  bear  the  P'atigues  of  War? 
They  therefore  go  on  in  their  old  Way,  and  are  not 
at  all  afFedled  with  anyofthofe  impotent  Clamourj', 
which  are  vain  Murmurings  without  EfFecSl.  Not 
but  the  Court  checks  the  Oppreffions  of  the  Com- 
manders, if  they  hear  of  'em,  and  fome  of  'em 
have  therefore  been  fcverely  punifh'd.  But  when 
there's  a  Neceffity  of  declaring  openly  againft  them, 
all  the  Burghers  a6l  the  fame  Part  as  the  Rats  did  in 
their  Council  ag-ainft  the  famous  Cat  which  was  the 
Deilroyer  of  their  Race.  They  all  cry  out,  but 
none  of  them  cares  to  tie  on  the  little  Bell,  to  take 
ofi'  the  Mafk,  and  to  complain  firft.  If  the  Court  is 
mfonn'd.  of  the  Condud:  of  certain  Governors,  'tis 
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a  meer  Chance ;  for  the  Inhabitants  are  inur'd  to 

tliefe  military  Oppreffions. 

If  a  Man  would  live  free  and  happy  in  France 
he  muft  continue  in  the  Provinces  that  are  fubjedit^ 
to  the  Governors- General,  who  are  Perfons  of 
Quality  that  fcorn  fuch  Bafenefs.  They  never  live 
in  their  Governments,  having  great  Employments 
which  keep  them  always  at  Court.  The  People  are 
govern' d  by  Magift rates,  the  Judges  and  the  Con- 
fuls,  v/honi  they  chiife  themfelves,  and  who  ar'i 
refponfible  for  tlieir  Condu-ft  to  the  Parliaments,  to 
whofe  Jurifdi61:ion  they  belong.  Thefe  fcvereign- 
Companies,  who  are  the  abfolute  Difpenfers  of 
Diftributive  Juftice  in  the  Kingdom,  diligently  ob- 
ferve  the  Behaviour  and  A£lions  of  the  lubalteni- 
Magiftrates. 

The  Governors  of  the  Frontier  Places  are  not  the 
only  Perfons  who  make  the  Weight  of  their  Domi- 
nion felt ;  for  in  France^    the   Military  Gentry  in- 
general  a<5c  defpotically.     The  lowefl;  Ofiicers  carry 
an  Air  of  Pride  and  Haughtinefs  to  the  Burghers,, 
■which  to  me  feems  intolerable.     One  would  fwear 
that  the  former  were  the  Sovereigns,  and  the  latter 
only  v/retched  Slaves.     They  ought  however  not  to. 
be  fo  haughty  :   For  am^ong  thofe  whom  they  defpife,. 
there  are  feme  Men  infinitely  more  to  be  valu'd  thaa- 
many  others  to  whom   they  grant  their  Friendftiip, 
and  w^ho  have  no  Merit  to  boaft  but  hunting,  fvvear- 
incT^  and  ftriking  a  Country  Clov/n.     Thus  do  the 
French  charadlerife  the  Gentlemen  who  live  always 
at  their  Country  Seats,  and  whom  the  Military  Peo- 
ple value  much  more  than  the   Burghers,  becaufe- 
tlieir  State  of  Idlenefs  gives  them  a  grand  Air,  as- 
bein^  tlie  m.oft  eflential  Part  of  a  Nobleman. 

The  French  Officer  in  general  is  amiable ;  he  is 
polite,    civilj    obliging   to   Foreigners,    as  all   his 
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Countrymen  are  ;  but  he  is  infinitely  ftupid,  al\va\s 
ready  to  ruin  the  Reputation  of  a  Woman,  fond  of 
liis  own  Perfon,  extravagantly  admires  new  Fafhions, 
a  Debauchee,  a  Man  that  loves  good  Chear  without 
Drunkennefs,  ignorant  fometimes  to  fuch  a  Degree 
that  he  can  fcarce  read  ;  but  then  he  repairs  that 
Defect  by  good  natural  Senfc,  and  an  eafy  lemper  : 
For  the  firit  two  Hours  he  is  more  engaging  than 
any  other  Frenchman  \  but  if  one  flays  too  long  with 
him,  he  is  much  more  impertinent. 

Flowever,  dear  Ijaac^  thou  mufl  not  judge  of  all 
French  Officers  by  this  Character  ;  there  are  feme 
of  'cm  that  have  none  of  thofe  Failings  fo  common, 
to  their  Comrades,  and  that  are  as  thoroughly  vers'd 
in  the  moft  abftracSled  Sciences  as  the  moft  eminent 
Nazarene  Do£fors.  They  are  the  more  to  be  valu'd 
becaufe  they  have  all  the  Knowledge  of  the  Learned, 
without  their  Pride  and  Vanity.  An  Officer  is  as 
careful  to  conceal  his  Learning,  as  a  Philofoplier  is 
generally  fond  to  make  his  known  ;  tho*  perhaps, 
this  Modcfty  may  be  partly  ov.'ing  to  Policy  -,  for 
the  fetting  up  to  be  a  Dogmatill:  is  not  the  way  to 
pleafe  a  pack  of  young  Blockheads,  who  had  rather 
be  told  what  Balls  and  Feafts  there  are  to  be,  during 
the  next  Month,  than  know  which  is  the  moft  pro- 
bable Syftem,  that  of  Copernicus^  or  that  oi  Ptclemy. 
Thus,  by  not  making  a  vain  Parade  of  his  Learn- 
ing, an  Officer  avoids  the  Ridicule  of  being  deem'd 
a  Pedant ;  tho'  perhaps,  if  he  were  in  the  learned 
Man's  Place,  he  would  do  the  fame  thing  as  he,  and 
put  his  Name  at  the  Head  of  fome  Tradt  againft 
Pride  and  Vanity. 

To  fee  a  certain  Philofophcr  greedy  of  Praife 
■write  againft  Vanity,  is  like  a  Drunkard,  with  a 
Glafs  in  his  Hand,  preaching  up  Temperance.  As 
to  Temperance,  I  will  tell  thee  a  Story  was  told  me, 
when  I  was  at  P^rotmc^  of  a  Dog,  that  may  fcrve  as 

axi 
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an  Inftance  of  Sobriety.  This  Animal  obferv'd 
Faft  Days,  eat  noFlefli  upon  Fridays  and  Saturdays, 
and  would  ftarve  rather  then  lick  a  Bone  upon  thofe 
Days.  He  had  many  other  Virtues  befides  j  he  was 
conftant  at  the  Matins  and  Vefpers,  and  made  a 
thoufand  little  Curvets  to  exprefs  his  Devotions.  He 
rang'd  about  the  Churches  all  Day  long,  and  when 
any  Dog  was  fo  indecent  as  to  lift  up  his  Leg  to  pifs 
againft  the  Walls,  he  bit  him  without  Mercy,  and 
taught  him  the  Refpecb  which  he  ought  to  have  for 
thofe  facred  Piles. 

'Tis  my  Opinion  that  a  Story  fo  well  attcflcd  may 
be  a  Foundation  for  fome  Monks,  one  Day  or  other, 
to  revive  the  Opinion  of  the  Metempfychofis.  For 
'tis  impofTible  to  imagine  an  Animal  to  be  capable 
of  fuch  Knowledge,  if  his  Soul  did  not  bring  it  along 
with  it.  Confequently  the  Souls  of  Brutes  muft 
needs  have  innate  Ideas  ;  which  I  think  very  difficult 
to  be-  prov'd  ;  but  admitting  a  Metempfychofis^  this 
Opinion  will  become  much  more  probable  ;  nor 
is  it  difficult  to  reconcile  this  Sy{l:em-,with  ihcNaza^ 
rene  Faith.  The  Friars  have  nothing  more  to  do 
than  to  place  Purgatory  in  the  Bodies  of  Animals, 
and  then  the  Metempfychofis  will  be  no  fuch  extraor- 
dinary Matter.  They  would  lofe  nothing  of  their 
Revenue  by  this  new  Syftem  ;  for  fure  I  am,  that 
there  is  not  a  Nazarene^  who,  for  fear  of  becoming 
a  Poft-horfe  for  five  or  fix  Years,  would  not  give 
confiderable  Alms  to  be  delivered  out  of  fuch  a  Pur- 
gatory. The  Miffionaries  of  China,  and  the  Indies.^ 
make  many  Converts,  by  means  of  the  Metempfycho- 
fis. All  who  are  told  by  the  Bonzes  that  they  are  to 
pafs  into  the  Bodies  of  certain  Animals,  which  they 
think  either  unclean,  or  appointed  for  painful  Drudg- 
ery, apply  to  the  Black-gowns,  v/ho  excufe  them 
{xon\  the  Metempfychofis, 

Perhaps, 
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Perhaps,  dear  Ifaac^  thou  wilt  think  I  am  but  in 
Jeft,  when  I  tell  thee  the  Story  of  this  devout  Cur  ; 
but  I  have  been  afTur'd  the  Fa<5l  is  true,  and  'tis 
my  Opinion,  that  many  of  the  Nazarmes  incline  to 
the  Do£lrine  of  the  Tranfmigration  of  Souls.  Their 
Doctors,  even  the  moft  eminent  of  them,  report 
I'cveral  Stories  that  very  much  favour  this  Sentiment, 
tho.'  perhaps  they  wait  till  tke  People  are  better 
difposM  to  receive  it,  before  they  make  it  public. 
I  have  read  in  a  certain  Book,  written  by  a  Naza- 
une  Doctor,  that  an  Ewe  of  one  Francis  went  to  the 
Choir,  and  when  flie  heard  the  Monks  fing,  de- 
voutly kneel'd  down,  and  kifs'd  the  Ground  in 
Token  of  Reverence  *. 

It  no  more  furprizes  me  to  fee  a  Sheep  do  this,  than 
that  a  Dog  fhould  leap  over  a  Stick  for  the  Emperor 
and  the  King  of  France^  and  lie  upon  its  Back,  or 
its  Belly,  for  the  Grand  Signior,  and  the  Sophi  of 
P^rfia.  A  Sheep  is  teachable  as  well  as  a  Dog,  but 
I  can't  bear  to  fee  recourfe  had  to  fuch  Puerilities,  or 
rather  Frauds,  for  authorizing  a  Religion.  It  makes 
makes  me  fhudder  when  I  fee  Perfons,  whofe  Bufi- 
nefs  it  is  to  inform  the  People's  Underftandings,  abhfe 
their  Miniftry  by  propagating  fuch  Chimera's. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  Epiftle  better  than  with  a 
PalTage  out  of  a  Nazarcne  Dodlor,  call'd  Acofla^  a 
'^icfiiit^  by  which  the  yrifj  our  Brethren  may  benefit, 
as  well  as  all  the  Nazarenes.  All  Miracles^  fays  he, 
ere  vain  and  infignifica7it^  if  they  have  not  the  San^ic?i 
cf  the  Scriptures^  that  is  to  fay^  if  they  have  not  a 
Do£irine  conformable  to  the  Scriptures  ;  for  the  Scrip' 
tures  are  of  th  em f elves  a  very  fir  ong  Argument  of  the 
Truth,  How  happy  would  the  fcivs  and  Nazarenes 
be,  if  the  Rabbies  and  Monks  were  convinc'd  of 
this  Truth  ! 

Farewell,  dear  Ifaoc  \  and  live  content  and  happy. 
*  Cazari  Pia  Hilaria. 

t  E  T  T  E  R 
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LETTER     XCIL 

Fro7n   Aaron    Monceca,    at  Bruffels, 
to  Isaac   Onis. 

T  N  my  laft  Letter,  dear  Ifaac^  I  had  not  room  to 
^  acquaint  thee  of  a  Ccnverfation  that  I  had  at 
Lif^e  with  an  Officer  for  whom  the  Chevalier  de 
Maifen^  gave  me  a  Letter  when  I  left  Paris.  He 
rcceiv'd  me  in  the  politeft,  and  at  the  fame  time  in 
the  gravefl  m.anner  that  could  be.  I  was  furpriz'd 
at  fuch  a  Reception ;  for  it  fecm'd  to  be  a  Be- 
haviour the  very  reverfe  of  the  Temper  of  a  French^ 
man^  and  a  iVJilitary  Frenchman  too,  who  is  gene- 
rally gay,  merry,  and  even  frolicfome.  The  Che- 
valier de  Maifm  had  appriz'd  me  that  this  OiHcer 
liad  a  Tafte  for  the  Sciences,  which  made  me  the 
more  impatient  to  be  acquainted  with  him.  After 
fome  general  Converfation,  v/e  came  to  talk  of 
People  I  had  known  at  Parls^  among  whom  I  nam'd 
fevcral  Perfons  of  Learning.  He  difcoverM  a  great, 
deal  of  Scnfe  and  Skill,  in  the  Judgment  which  he 
form'd  of  their  Works.  Tou  reafon.,  Sir,  faid  I  to 
him,  y^  jujily,  that  'tis  eafy  to  perceive  you  don't  em- 
ploy ait  your  Time  in  your  Military  Occupations.  '  I 
'  own  to  you,  faid  he,  that  I  fpend  fome  part  of  the 
'  Day  in  cultivating  the  Sciences.  I  wifh  I  could 
^  devote  myfclf  whol]y  to  Study,-but  I  am  hinder'd 
'  by  the  Calling  which  I  have  embrac'd.  I  am  not 
'•  at  Liberty  to  make  intire  ufe  of  my  Reafon  but 
^  at  certain  Hours.  I  am  obiig'd  to  be  a  Man  but  one 
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Half  of  my  Life ;  for  as  to  the  other  Half,  I  am 
an  amphibious  fort  of  Animal,  with  too  much 
Senfe  to  be  ranlcM  in  the  Number  of  Beaft^,  and 
too  little  to  keep  Company  with  fuch  as  are  really 
Men.  My  Occupations  in  this  State  of  Life  are 
thefe :  To  all  the  Women  I  happen  to  be  in 
Company  with,  I  tell  a  hundred  Lyes  that  are  ge- 
nerally abfurd  and  ridiculous,  to  which  they  give 
the  Term  of  Gallantry.  I  whifper  one  Lady  in  the 
Ear  but  what  I  fay  is  of  no  Signification  ;  fhe  laughs 
outheartily,  andfodol;  tho'  if  any  one  fhould  afk 
what  made  us  fo  merrv,  we  fhould  be  very  much 
puzzled  to  tell.  The  beft  Anfwer  we  could  make 
would  be,  that  'tis  the  Fafliion  to  laugh  after  ii 
Whifper,  or  elfe  it  would  not  be  fuppos'd  that 
any  thing  had  been  faid  that  was  witty.  I  after- 
wards take  another  Lady  by  the  Hand,  and  praife 
it  for  its  Beauty  and  Whitenefs,  without  fo  much 
as  confidering  whether  the  Hand  I  praife  (o 
much  be  not  ugly  enough  to  expofe  what  I  fay  to 
Ridicule.  When  I  am  got  upon  this  Key  of  Praife, 
like  an  Inflrument,  I  muft  harp  upon  the  fame 
String.  They  that  are  not  real  Beauties  are  to 
blame  for  it.  I  muft  expe6t  to  pafs  for  a  Clown, 
to  be  in  Company  with  a  Woman  and  not  Hiy  civil 
L'hin2:s  to  her.  I  therefore  tell  her  what  J  irive  out 
regularly  every  Day,  and  if  it  does  not  fuit  her,  'tis 
fo  much  the  worfe  for  her.  I  will  not  be  at  the 
Pains  to  run  a  frefh  Round  of  Gallantry  for  every 
Woman.  A  Fop  is  in  one  Senfe  like  a  Preacher: 
The  latter  has  a  certain  Numlier  of  Sermons,  and 
the  former  a  Number  of  Plirafes,  which  ferve 
them  as  long  as  they  live.  As  a  Panegyric  upon 
St,  C/ara  fervcs  for  St.  Rofe^  only  changing  the 
Name,  juft  fo  the  fine  Compliments  that  are  made 
to  the  Countefs  will  do  as  well  for  the  I\ larch  io- 
ncfs.     If  the  one  is  ugly,  and  the  other  handfome, 

^  that's 
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'  that's  not  the  P'ault  of  the  Fcp.  A  IVadefman  can 
'  only  put  off  what  he  has  in  his  Shop. 

'  Upon  this  Head,    continued  the  Officer^  I  muft 

*  tell  you  a  very  pleafant  Adventure  of  mine,  that 
'  happen'd  fome  time  fmce.  I  was  in  Company 
'  with  a  Woman  ;  but  being  quite  abfent  from  my- 
'  felf,  I  fcarce  confider'd  whom  I  was  talking  to,  when 
'  as  file  pull'd  off  one  of  her  Gloves,  I  happen'd  to 
'  caft  my  Eye  upon  her  naked  Hand :  O  what  a 
'  beautiful Hcradh  there!  Icry'd,  without  confidering 

*  what  I  faid.  You  jeer  me^  faid  the  Lady  with  a 
'  Smile  which  denoted  tliat  flie  was  very  well  pleas'd 
'  with  my  Flattery,  tho' (he   had  really  a  very  ordi- 

*  nary  Hand.     /  don't  know.,  continued  fhe,  zuhe-re 

*  there  is  one  fo  difagreeahle :  You  are  inijlahen^ 
'  Madam^  faid  I,  being  ftill  heedlefs  of  what  I  faid  ; 
'  /  know  who  have  much  worfe.  I  defyyou^  faid  fhe, 
'  to  /hew  me  fuch.  That  very  Moment,  whether  it 
'  was  by  Chance,  or  whether  the  D — 1  was  in  It,  I 
^  took  hold  of  the  Lady's  other  Hand,  and  faid.  Here's 

•  one^  Madam,  which  is  at  leaji  as  ugly  as  the  ether. 

•  I  then  came  to  myfelf,  and  endeavour'd  to  make 
'  amends  for  the  filly  Things  that  1  had  faid  ;  but  'twas 

•  impoffible.  The  Fair  one  with  thofe  ugly  Hands  has 
'  ever  fmce  imputed  to  Malice,  what  ihe  ought  only 

to  have  afcrib'd  to.  my  Diflradtion,  I  doubt  not 
but  fiich  ridiculous  Adventures  happen  every  Day 
to  feveral  Perfons;  for 'tis  impoffible  but  a  Man 
that  often  talks  half  the  Day  without  confidcring 
what  he  fays,  muft  fall  into  Miftakes  that  expofe 
'  him  to  Ridicule. 
'  Tile  Converfation,  continued  the  Officer y  which. 
I  have  with  feveral  of  m.y  Comrades,  is  of  no  more 
Ufe  to  form  the  Mind  than  that  Sort  of  which  I 

•  have  been  fpeaking.  It  runs  upon  the  gallant  Ad- 
ventures of  the  Garrifon,  upon  new  Fafhions,  up- 
on Parties  of  Debauchery  the  Night  before,  ^V. 

*  You 
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-*  You  fee  that  the  'T'ime  which  I  fpend  in  hearing  or 

*  talki.ig  of  fuch  infipid  Subjc<Sts,  is  Time  that  I 
'  ought  to  look  upon  as  intiiely  thrown  away.     I 

*  reap  no  Benefit  from  it.     And  when  I  am  com-e 

*  to  myfelf,  and   refled:  upon  my  Manner  of  Life, 

*  I  really  think,  as  I  told  you  before,  that  1  am  only 

*  a  Man  fome  Moments  of  the  Day  ;  and  then  it  is, 

*  when  being  all  alone  in  my  Chamber,  I  endeavour 

*  to  polifh  my  Mind  by  the  reading  of  fome  good 
'  Books,  and  fecretly  lament  the  fenfelefs  Pleafures 
<   that  I  am  oblig'd  to  go  abroad  for.' 

I  was  furpriz'd,  dear  Ifaac,  to  hear  a  young  Man 
talk  fo  fenfibly.  'Tzuere  to  he  ivijh'd^  faid  I,  that 
there  zvere  many  7nore  young  Aien  in  the  Service  that 
talked  as  ??iuch  to  the  Purpofe  as  you  do.  If  that 
were  the  Cafe^  we  jhouldfoon  fee  among  //^^  French 
^mt  tvas  formerly  feen  in  Rome  and  Athens.  The 
Military  Employment  would  he  no  longer  reckoned  in- 
■compatihle  with  the  Sciences^  which  would  he  fo  far 
from  hcing  contemn' d  hy  the  Soldiery^  that  they 
would  extend  their  Sway  over  thc?n  as  well  as  ever 
the  other  Orders  of  the  Kingdom.  '  The  Sciences, 
reply' d  the  Officer^  are  not  held  in  Contempt  by  my 
Comrades.  I  plainly  fee  that  you  are  not  yet  per- 
fecSlly  acquainted  with  the  Genius  of  the  French 
Nation.  Wit  is  the  Point  and  Mark  v/hich  all  tiie 
French  aim  at.  In  what  Condition  foevcr  they  are, 
they  flrive  to  be  diftinguifli'd  for  their  Genius. 
The  Officer  has  this  Emulation  as  well  as  the 
Clergyman  and  the  Magiftrate  :  and  as  he  does  not 
think  it  becomes  a  Man  of  Senfe  to  defpife  the 
Sciences,  he  commends  them,  and  this  too,  tho'  he 
knows  nothing  of  them,  in  which  he  is  like  to  many 
other  People.  Provided  that  he  does  but  perfuade 
his  Comrades  that  he  loves  Reading,  he  is  fatisfy'd. 
He  has  a  o-ood  Shew  of  Books  in  his  Chamber, 
l)ut  reads  them  no  more  than  a  Court  Abbe  does 

'  his 
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'  his  Breviary.  Wit  is  fo  much  idoliz'd  in  France^ 
*  that  if  Fontenelle  or  Voltaire  had  but  given  tlieir 
Minds  to  learn  to  dance  upon  a  Rope,  tliey  would 
foon  have  had  the  Pleafure  of  feeing  4  or  500 
Rope- Dancers  in  all  the  great  Towns.  A  Friend 
of  mine,  who  knows  not  whether  Des  Cartes  wrote 
in  Hebrew  or  French^  fays  regularly  3  times  a  Day, 
that  this  Philofopher  has  made  it  very  plain  that 
theSun  is  fix'd,  and  the  Earth  turns  round  it.  He 
has  heard  fomething  of  the  Cartcfian  Syflem  talk'd 
of,  and  it  runs  fo  much  in  his  Head,  that  where- 
ever  he  goes  almoft,  he  communicates  it,  and  it  is 
one  of  the  fine  Topics  with  which  he  entertains 
five  or  fix  Ladies  every  Day.  Another  of  my 
Companions  has  got  by  Heart  half  a  fcore  Verfes  of 
oi  Racine^  tight  o(  Co rneil/e^  a  couple  of  Phrafes  of 
la  Bruiere,  one  of  Afontaigne,  and  half  a  Verfe  of 
Virgil 'i  and  with  this  Furniture  he  thinks  himfelf 
the  moft  learned  Man  in  France,  Not  a  Day 
paiTes  but  he  difplays  thefe  Scraps  of  his  Learning, 
and  lugs  them  into  the  Converfation  v/hether  right 
or  wrong.  Tho'  he  were  to  quote  Racine^s  Verfes 
concerning  the  Scriptures,  ar^d  the  Paffageof /^  Bru- 
iere^  with  regard  to  the  Great  Mogul's  Slippers,  he 
muft  needs  make  a  Shew  of  his  Learning.  You  fee, 
therefore,  that  Men  of  his  Charadler  cannot  be 
charg'd  with  a  Contempt  for  the  Sciences,  and 
vou  are  miftaken  in  the  French  Officer,  to  thiiik 
that  he  is  proud  of  being  ignorant. 
'  But,  continued  the  Chevalier  de  Maifin's  Friend^ 
you  will  be  ftill  more  miftaken  if  you  imagine 
that  all  the  Military  Gentry  of  France  are  am- 
bitious only  of  the  Appearance  of  being  learned: 
For  there  are  many  that  are  fo  in  Reality,  efpe- 
cially  among  the  Engineers,  who  are  oblig'd  by  their 
Bufinefs  to  ftudy  the  Mathematics ;  but  they  are 
forc'd  to   reconcile  their  Talents  to  the  Military 

'  State 
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'  State  of  Life:  For,  after  having  work' J,  reafon'd, 
and  even  philofophiz'd  in  private,  they  mufl  whil- 
per,  fing  and  play  the  Fool  in  public,  and  muft 
difcharge  their  Employments,  and  thofe  Duties 
that  are  efTential  to  a  Beau.  What  Relu6tance 
foever  they  have  to  fubmit  to  this,  they  would  be 
reckon'd  dull,  ftupid  Numbfulls,  and  incapable  of 
making  a  genteel  Appearance,  if  they  fhould  offer 
to  exempt  themfclves  from  it.  Consequently  Aich 
Officers,  Sir,  as  you  often  fee  with  their  Hands  in 
their  Saflies,  fhrugging  up  their  Shoulders,  hanging 
down  their  Heads,  and  making  an  Appearance 
which  feems  odd  to  you  that  are  a  Stranger,  would 
talk  as  frankly  to  you  as  I  do,  if  you  went  to  fee 
them  at  their  own  Habitations;  and  v/ould  confefs 
to  you,  as  well  as  I,  that  they  very  often  lament 
their  hard  Fate,  to  be  the  Victims  of  a  ridiculous 
Cuftom  that  enflaves  them  to  Fafhions  which  were 
only  introduc'd  by  People  who  having  not  Merit 
enough  to  recommend  them  by  their  Aftions  and 
Converfation,  invented  Gefturcs,  Contorfions, 
prim  Airs,  and  a  fantaftic  Deportment,  to  which 
they  annexed  great  Glory.  And  indeed  Fortune 
has  favoured  their  Views :  Thofe  Cuftoms  have 
prevailed;  all  the  /^r^wj/j Nation  has  adopted  them, 
and  particularly  the  Officers  :  Therefore  in  fpite  of 
one*s  Teeth  they  mufi  be  fubmittcd  to.  AH  the 
Comfort  we  have  is  to  condemn  them  in  the  Com- 
pany of  Men  of  Senfe.  Be  not  therefore  furpriz'd. 
Sir,  if  I  have  receiv'd  you  in  a  more  ferious  man- 
ner than  you  expe6led.  PVom  the  Chevalier  de 
Maifiri^  Letter,  I  conceiv'd  too  good  an  Opinion 
of  you  to  entertain  you  after  the  French  Mode.' 
The  fenfible  Difcourfe  of  this  Officer,  dear  Ifaac^ 
made  me  reflect  ferioufly  upon  the  Character  of  the 
French  Nation.  There's  good  Senfe  in  all  the  feveral 
^States,  but  in  all  thofe  States  it  feems  tliat  they  dare 

not 
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not  follow  the  Rules  of  Reafon  upon  certain  Occa- 
fions.     7  he  Empire  of  Mode  deftroys  that  of  Wif- 
dom.     The  Magiftrates  and  the  Clergy  are  under  the 
fame  Difficulties  as  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Army.     A 
young  CounfeUor  of  Parliament  affciSts  to  be  as  gay 
as  poiTible  in  his  Drefs.     He  fancies  that  Black  is  not 
£0  engaging  as  the  other  Colours.     He  is  fhy  of  talk- 
ing Law  before  Company,  for  fear  that  he  fhould  be 
call'd  a  Pedant^  and  what  is  worfe,   Robm,  a  Name 
more  dreaded  by  the  Gentlemen  of  the  long  Robe, 
than  Taxes  and  Imports  are  by  the  common  People, 
Is  it  n'ot  ridiculous  that  a  Man  fhould  be  afham'd  of 
■his  Profeffion,  efpecially  when  'tis  fo  honourable  an 
one  as  that  of  difpenfmg  Juftlce  to  Mankind,    and 
that  he  fhould  be  afraid  to  fhew  that  he  is'' worthy  of 
the  Rank  which  he  holds  in  Life,    and  that  he  is 
Mafter  of  his  Bufinefs?  Can  one  fufficiently  admire, 
that  rather  than    have  the  Satisfaction  of  receiving 
the  Praife  fultable  to  his  Profeflion,  he  fhould  chufe 
to  be  thought  deftitute   of  every  thing  that  favours 
of  the  Robe ;  that  is  to  fay  of  every  thing  that   he 
ought  to  have,  and  of  what  is  the  elTential  Part  of 
his  Duty? 

The  Clergy  are  no  wifer  than  the  Magiftrates. 
The  Prelates  and  Court  Abbes  would  think  them- 
fclves  a  contemptible  Body,  if  they  did  not  fpend  the 
Income  of  their  Benefices  in  Equipages,  Furniture 
and  Plate.  They  would  be  the  firft  to  laugh  anyone 
to  Scorn  that  fhould  offer  to  zS:  in  a  different 
manner :  He  is  an  honejl  Man,  they  would  fay,  he 
preaches  well,  but  he  keeps  a  very  pcor  Houfe.  A 
Clergyman  who  fpent  his  whole  Time  at  Court, 
in  giving  good  Advice,  and  preaching  edifying  Ser- 
mons, would  aft  a  very  dull  Part,  compared  with. 
a  Pontiff,  who  fpends  100,000  Crowns  a  Year. 
They  don't  trouble  themfelves  whether  he  be  igno- 
rant, prodigal  or  voluptuous,    provided  he  keep  an 

ex- 


Let.  92.     The  Jewish  Spr.  97 

excellent  Table.  When  People  go  to  the  Houfe  of  a 
rich  Abbot,  they  fcldom  enquire  into  the  State  of 
his  Library,  but  very  often  into  the  Stock  in  his 
Cellar  ;  and  many  of  them  would  blufli  to  be  rec- 
kon'd  Divines.  They  afFe6l  to  be  witty,  and  would 
be  raving  mad  to  have  it  thought  that  they  are  not 
qualify  M  to  judge  of  a  Tragedy,  or  a  Romance  ;  nor 
would  they  have  it  imagin'd  that  thev  trouble  them- 
ielves  with  the  Perufal  of  Books  of  their  own  Order, 
for  fear  it  fhould  deprive  them  of  their  Reputation 
for  Wit  and  Good-nature.  They  fancy  that  a  Man 
who  applies  himfclf  to  certain  Sciences  is  incapable 
of  tha  Delicacy  required  by  others.  If  they  made 
life  of  their  Reaf^n,  and  were  not  altogether  fuch 
Slaves  to  Prejudices  and  Modes,  they  would  foori 
perceive  that  all  the  Sciences  are  link'd  to  one 
another  f ,  and  that  'tis  impofTible  to  be  perfect  in 
any  one  of  them,  without  acquiring  juft  Notions  at 
the  fame  time  of  the  others. 

Farewell,  dear  Ifaac ;  and  live  content  and  happy. 

f  Etenim  omnes  Artes,  quae  ad  Humanitatem  perti- 
nent, habent'  quoddam  commune  Vinculum,  et  quafi 
Cognatione  quadam  inter  fe  continentur.  Cicer.  Orat. 
fro  Archia  Poet  a,  in  Exord. 
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LETTER    XCIII. 

Prom  Aaron  Monceca,  at  Bruflels,  U 
Isaac  Onis,  a  Caraile,  formerly  a  Rabbi 
at  Conftantinople. 

*np  H  E  Manners  of  the  Flemings  and  Bralanders 
-*•  are  very  much  like  thofe  of  their  Neighbours 
the  French^  but  their  Genius's  are  quite  contrary. 
The  People  of  Brujfeh.^  and  in  general  of  all  Bra- 
bant^ are  frank,  good-natur'd,  and  tolerably  civil  \ 
but  they  are  excefTively  fimple,  fo  that  their  Sim- 
plicity borders  a  little  upon  Stupidity.  One  would 
iwear  that  the  Men  are  infe£led  by  the  foggy  Air  of 
the  Countrv  ;  and  that  the  Climate  has  an  Influence 
upon  the  Mind  as  well  as  the  Body. 

The  Nobility  are  chimerically  vain  of  their  Qua- 
lity, to  a  Degree  of  Folly.  A  Poet  is  not  fo  much 
pr.epofTefs'd  in  favour  of  his  Works,  as  a  Brujfeh 
Gentleman  is  in  favour  of  his  Nobility.  There  arc 
more  Excellencies  m  this  City  than  in  all  the  World 
befides  ;  for  unlefs  Excellencies  be  tack'd  to  a  Man's 
Name  here,  he  is  neither  great,  valuable  nor  re- 
spected :  And  it  muft  be  confefs'd  that  Titles  are 
in  no  Part  of  the  World  fo  cheap  as  in  the  Aiijlrian 
Netherlands^  where  they  are  become  fo  common, 
that  they  have  lately  taken  it  into  their  Heads  to  fet 
all  the  different  States,  as  it  were,  upon  a  Level, 
The  Gentlemen  fo  infatuated  with  their  Nobility, 
have  obtained  Leave  to  turn  Merchants,  for  the 
better  Mainiainance  of  their  Excellencies^  who  would 
rjin  tlic  Rifque  of  being  flarv'd  3  and  the  Merchants 

have 
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have  recelv'd  the  Privilege  of  ruining  themfelves, 
and  of  acquiring  all  the  Titles  neccflary  for  that 
End  f.  There's  no  doubt  but  they  improve  the 
Opportunities  given  them  to  fquandcr  their  Eftates, 
and  then  they  may  begin  again  to  trade,  till  they 
are  able  to  purchafe  more  new  Titles  to  join  to  tha 
former. 

'Tis  not  the  bare  Titles  of  Count,  Baron,  Marquis, 
Duke,  iffc.  that  give  Merit  to  a  Nobleman  of 
Brujpls.  The  Antiquity  of  his  P'amily  has  alfo  a 
great  Share  in  engaging  a  Refpe6l  to  it.  Ir  Nobility 
has  cxiftcd  in  one  Family  a  hundred  Years  longer  than 
in  another,  that's  enough  to  make  People  exceilively 
refpedted  who  would  otherwife  be  very  much  de- 
fpis'd.  In  a  Convent,  near  the  City  of  Louva'm^ 
there's  a  genealogical  Tree  of  the  Family  of  Cr-oy^ 
by  which  it  is  clearly  proved,  from  Father  to  Son^ 
that  the  Head  of  this  Family,  who  was  living  30 
or  35  Years  ago,  was  defcended  in  a  diredt"  Line 
from  Adam.  I  was  hugely  pleas'd  to  find  that  ths 
Brujfds  Nobility  were  fo  modeft  as  not  to  adopt  th« 
Opinion  of  the  Pre- Adamites  \  and  that  they  rather 
chofe  to  content  themfelves  with  being  defcended 
from  Adam^  than  to  admit  an  Opinion  contrary  to 
the  Book  of  Genefis, 

As  the  Nobility  o^ Brabant  is  veryanticnt,  their 
Accomplifnments  and  their  Talents  are,  on  tiie other 
Hand,  very  mean.  They  are  a  little  more  ignorant 
tlian  the  Spaniards^  and  a  little  more  fuperllitious 
than  the  Portugucfe  ;  and  Ignorance  is  fu  much  the 
Portion  of  the  Brabandeis  in  general,  that  the  Com- 
mon-people difpute  this  Point  with  the  Burghers,  the 
Burghers  with  the  Nobility,  and  the  Nobility  with 
the  Clergy.  If  we  except  "Juftiis,  Lipfius^  Alhertus 
Mlreus^  and  a  few  others,  1  don't  believe  there  ever 

•\  The  Placarts  upon  this  Head  were  lately  publifh'd. 

F  2  was 
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■was  an  Author  either  in  Flanders  or  Brabant  worthy 
the  Efteem  of  the  Learned.  This  Country  has  pro- 
<iuc'd  indeed  fome  forry  Latin  Poets,  and  fome  Di- 
-vines  of  tlie  Clafs  of  Efcobar  and  Ta?}ibourin  ;  but  I 
ihould  as  foon  look  for  Snow  in  the  Defarts  of  Barca^ 
as  for  good  Poets,  great  Orators,  and  able  Philofo- 
phers,  in  Flanders^  and  in  Brabant.  The  very  Je- 
Juits  in  thcfe  Provinces  (which  is  a  thing  furprifing 
and  incredible)  have  a  mean  Genius,  and  their  Poli- 
tics favour  of  the  Thicknefs  of  their  Air.  They  are 
as  ambitious  Indeed  as  they  are  elfewhere,  but  they 
don't  fo  well  know  how  to  conceal  it.  They  endea- 
vour'd  for  4.0  Years  to  have  great  Bells  at  BruJJels^ 
like  thofe  in  the  Parifh  Churches  ;  but  it  being  not 
a  Thing  comm.only  pra6lis'd,  they  could  not  obtain 
Leave  to  have  them.  Defpairing  of  Succefs,  they 
apply'd  to  their  Brethren  at  Paris,  to  confult  them 
in  an  AfFair  of  fuch  Importance,  which  could  not 
but  ftir  up  the  Rage  and  Jealoufy  of  the  Curates, 
and  the  other  Monks.  The  yefuits  o^  Paris,  pro- 
vok'd  to  find  their  Brethren  fo  fliallow,  did  not  vouch- 
fafe  to  return  them  an  Anfwer  themfelves,  but  gave 
the  Matter  in  charge  to  a  mere  Lay-brother,  leav- 
ino-  it  to  him  to  direcSI:  their  thick-fcuU'd  Brethren  at 
Brvjfds,  to  fuch  Expedient  as  he  fhould  think  moil 
proper.  This  Lay-brother  was  proud  of  the  Honour, 
and  had  a  Mind  to  fhew  them  that  he  had  more  Wit 
than  all  the  Ignatians  at  Briijfch  put  together.  He 
wrote  a  Letter  therefore  to  them  in  the  Style  of  the 
Lacedcsmonian  Epiftles,  which  only  contained  thefe 
V/ords  :  Let  a  folemn  Catechijing  be  your  Pretence^ 
J7iy  Fathers,  for  which  great  Bells  are  necejfary  to  be 
heard  all  over  Bruflels.  The  Jefuits  of  this  City 
luckily  underftood  what  the  Lay-brother  meant  ; 
they  catechisM  twice  a  Week,  and  at  length  obtained 
their  Defixe* 

Tho* 
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Tho'  they  have  a  fine  Church  here,  yet  that  ot 
the  Capuchin  Friars  exceeds  it.  This  i.s  a  verv  iialiy 
ignorant  Fraternity,  the  Excrement  of  the  K'lonks,. 
and  the  moft  unprofitable  to  the  State.  I'hey  only- 
live  upon  Charity,  have  no  public  School,  pretc'id 
to  great  Humility,  go  half"  naked,  v/cur  a  lop>g,  Beard,, 
with  a  Cord  about  their  Middle,  and  nothing  looks 
fonafly  and  flovenly  as  their  Habit.  Yet  the  Com- 
mon-people have  as  much  Veneration  for  them  as- 
the  Turks  have  for  their  Dervifes.  But  notwith- 
ftanding  they  appear  fo  humble  and  devout,  there 
are  few  Friars  fo  wicked  as  thofc  of  this  Order,, 
and  in  all  Countries  they  are  much  alike.  In  Spa'--' 
they  were  at  the  Head  of  the  Rebels  in  Catahniny. 
and  were  feen  u|X)n  the  Ramparts  of  Barcelonay  in 
the  middle  of  the  Soldiers,  exciting  ihem  to  burn 
and  flay.  During  the  Plague  in  Provence^  while  that 
Country  fmarted  for  its  Crimes,  tlnfc  hypocritical 
Wretches  had  Thoughts  of  repeopling  the  Towns, 
and  of  repairing  the  Damage  occalion'd  by  the 
Peftilence  ;  for  two  of  them  went  fo  far  as  to  raviOi  a 
young  Woman,  that  was  their  Fellow- fervant  at  tlie 
Infirmaries,  for  which  they  were  apprehended  ;  but: 
they  found  means  to  get  oflf  ;  and  by  an  Arret  oi' 
Parliament  they  were  bothhang'dup  in  Effigy. 

The  Founder  of  the  firft  Monafleries  of  thefe 
lazy  Lubbers,  was  one  Francis^  a  very  crafty  Man, 
who  had  the  Secret  of  giving  an  Air  of  Sanctity  to 
the  moft  extravagant  Deeds.  His  DIfciples  have 
writ  the  principal  Actions  of  his  Life,  of  which 
there  is  riot  one,  how  ridiculous  foever,  but  they 
have  extoU'd  it  to  the  Sky.  One  Day^  fay  they  *, 
a  Grajhopper  came  and  gave  Notice  cf  f.ne  JVect^ 
ther  approaching  by  its  finging,  Francis  call'd- 
the  Animal  to  him,  and  putting  it  on  his  Finger, 

*  The  Legend  of  St.  Francis, 
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Ccme^  Sifter  Grajhopper  ^  fays  he,  and  ftng  the  Praifes 
cf  the  Deity.  The  Graftiopper  obey'd,  and  when 
it  had  made  an  end  of  fmging,  Francis  thank'd  it 
very  politely,  and  fung  himfelf  in  his  I'urn  : 

Voire  foin  rCeJi  phis  tiecejfaire  : 
Fgus  pouvez  deformais  partir  en  liherts. 
i.   e. 
You  need  do  no  more,  and  now  you  may  free- 
ly go. 

Thou  wilt  no  doubt  laugh,  dear  Ifaac^  at  fuch  Im- 
pertinences, and  wilt  be  at  a  Lofs  to  determine  whe- 
ther is  the  greater  Fool,  he  that  writes  or  he  that 
believes  them.  The  following  is  another  diverting 
Story,  which  I  met  with  in  the  Life  of  this  Francis: 
He  was  in  Lcmhardy^  and  not  being  very  well,  he 
eat  a  Capon  for  his  Supper,  one  Friday^  which  v/as 
ieven  Years  old,  only  he  gave  a  Leg  of  it  to  a  poor 
Man  that  came  to  his  Door  for  Charity,  who  being 
refolved  to  put  a  Trick  upon  him,  kept  the  Leg  till 
next  Day  when  the  Saint  preach'd  :  Then  he  fhew'd 
it   to  the  People,  and    faid   to  them  :   '  See  what 

*  Flefh  the  Friar  eats,  whom  you  worfhip  as  a  Saint ; 

*  for  he  gave  it  to  me  lafi  Night  with  his  own 
'  Hand.'  But  the  Limb  of  the  Capon  appeared  to 
every  one  to  be  Fifh,  fo  that  they  all  thought  him 
tiiforder'd  in  his  Senfes  ;  and  when  he  perceiv'^d 
this,  he  was  afhamM,  and  afk'd  Pardon  *. 

Thou  perceiveft,  dear  Tfaac^  that  this  Francis  had 
the  Art  of  bewitching  the  Eyes  of  the  People.  I 
iiare  fay  that  his  Children  have  loft  nothing  of  their 
Father's  Talents,  and  that  they  can  make  them  be- 
lieve a  Pack  of  Rafcals  to  be  very  religious  Fellows.. 

*  The  Lif«  of  St.  Francis, 

Tha* 
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Tho*  there  is  no  Inquifition  at  Brtiffels^  yet  Peop'e 
would  run  a  very  great  Rifque  if  they  talkM  freely 
upon  fuch  Matters,   the  Brabanders  being  the  moft 
fuperflitious  of  all  People  living.     Some  Ages  ago, 
certain  Brethren  of  ours  were  burnt,  who  were  ac- 
cus'd  very  wrongfully  of  having  ab-iisM  the  Myfte- 
ries  of  the  Nazarene  Religion  i   and  thofe  unfortu- 
nate Wretches  were   executed    upon   the    highelt 
Tower  of  the  City  Walls.     Its  Inhabitants  add  the 
Oeath  of  our    Brethren  to  the  Number  of   their 
Miracles  ;   for  thev  fay,  that  the  Fire  in  which  they 
were  burnt  was  f^tn   fifteen   Leagues  round,  and 
that    two   infernal  Figures  were  fecn   m   it,  which 
vanifh'd  as  foon  as  the   IfraeUtcs  were  intirely  con- 
fum'd.     They    make   Ballads   upon   this  pretended' 
Adventure,  to  feed    the  Snperftition   of  their  Po- 
pulace  ;   and,   upon  a  certain   Dav,   I   faw  one  of 
their  Amphions  {trolling  about,  and  finging  one  o£ 
tUs  Kind  : 

Accourez  totis^  pour  voir ^  Peuple  fidcley 
Cerilain  'Juif  appelle  Jonathan, 
LeqiicI^  poiije  d^  ahoiinnahh  Xele^ 
Ajjajfina  le  tr^ei  faint  Sacre?nent.. 
i.  e. 
Come  away,  all  Believers,  and  fee  this  Villain  of 
a  Jew  call'd    Jonathan^   who,    excited  by  an  abo- 
minable ZegJ,  llabb'd  the  mofb  holy  Sacrament. 

Jacob  Brito  has  given  me  an  Account  of  feveral" 
Fables  which  are  told  by  the  Italians  ;  but  in 
Flanders  and  Brabant  there  are  as  manv  falfe  Mi- 
racles, and  religious  Chimera's,  as  in  Italy.  In  a 
Church  at  Ghent  f  they  fhew  an  Image  that  had  a 
very  long  Converfation  with  a  Female  Votary,  who 

•ji  The  B^ guilds, 
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being  affli^ed  in  Mind,  becaufe  her  Companions 
were  gone  abroad  for  their  Diver/ion,  and  hiad  not 
taken  her  along  with  them,  cry'd  for  mere  Vexation, 
to  fee  herfelf  fo  flighted  ;  upon  which,  faid  the 
Image  to  her,  JFhat  is  the  Matter^  my  dear  Child? 
Alas  I  Madam^  reply 'd  the  Votary,  (for  'twas  a 
Female  Figure  that  talk'd  to  her)  /  know  not  what 
1  have  done  to  tny  Cojnpanions^  but  they  /light  ?ne^ 
iind  have  refused  to  take  me  abroad  with  them. 
Don't  vex  thyfelf^  reply 'd  the  P'igure  :  To-morrow 
Child y  then  Jhalt  he  merry  with  me  ;  thou  Jljalt 
have  a  Wedding  of  thy  ozvn,  that  will  laji  for  ever. 
She  faid  no  more  of  the  Matter,  and  did  not  tell 
lier  who  was  the  illuftricus  Bridegroom  that  was 
defign'd  for  her.  But  next  Day  tlie  Votary  dy'd^ 
and  the  Image  remain'd  with  its  Mouth  open,  thati 
there  might  be  no  Doubt  of  the  Reality  of  this 
Miracle.  The  People  of  Ghent  have  an  extraor- 
dinary Veneration  for  this  Figure,  fo  that  they 
•would  not  change  it  for  the  Farnefe  Hercules^  and 
the  Vaius  of  Medicis.  They  are  very  much  afto- 
riifh'd  when  they  tell  this  Story  to  any  Strangers, 
and  find  them  loth  to  believe  it;  What  !  fay  tkey, 
don^t  you  believe  that  this  Saint  /poke  P  Tet  there  is 
nothing  fo  certain  ;  for  every  body  in  the  Town 
(ifjirms  it,  and  "'tis  entered  in  the  Regijlers  of  the 
Church.  It  would  be  in  vain  to  attempt  to  difpute 
the  Reality  of  thefe  Miracles.  'Tis  prudent  to  keep 
a  Silence,  which  is  neceflary  for  aU  Travellers,  and 
particularly  for  fuch  as  happen  to  be  of  a  Religion 
different  from  that  of  the  Country  in  which  they 
;ire.  'Tis  even  dangerous  in  many  of  the  Nazareve 
Countries  for  People  to  explain  themfelves  too  freely. 
It  maybe  done  indeed  in  France  without  running  any 
Rifque  ;  for  provided  a  Refpecf  be  paid  to  the  Deity, 
and  to  the  Perfon  of  the  Prince,  little  Notice  is 
t^Jcen   of  other  Difcourfe  3    but  in  the  Netherlands  . 
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the  Monks  have  almoft  as  much  Credit  as  in  /tc?fy, 
and  they  are  altogether  as    rich.     I  have  been  told, 
that  of  35OCO  Jcres  af  Land  ivhich  the  Province  of 
Brabant  confijh  of  there   are  no    lefs   than  29CCO 
that  are  the  Property  of  the  EccleftaJIlcal  Convents. 

If  the  Priefts  don't  purchafc  Titles  in  this  Country, 
"''tis  their  ov^^n   Fault  ;  for  they  are  rich  enough  to 
procure    themfelves   as    much    Excellency^    as    they 
plcafe.     You  Ihall  fee  a  Prior  or  Superior  of  a  Con- 
vent  of  BenediSiinSj  Bernardins^  kc.  that  has  many 
more  Ducats  than   many  Brujfch  Gentlemen  have 
Pence.     They  that  are  rich  fend   their  Children  to^ 
i'pend  fome  Time  at  Paris.,  where  they  are    com- 
pletely  ruin'd,  and  exchange  what  is   valuable  of 
their   own    Country  for  what    is    vile   in    France. 
They  afFe6l  to  ape  the  Manners  of  the  Fops,  and 
their  Forms  of  Speech.     But  they  make  fuch  a  ridi- 
culous Figure,  that  thofe  frolicfome  ajnd  li'^rht  Airs 
look  as  awkardly  upon  them,  as  the  Pacing  of  a  ma- 
nag'd  Horfe  does  upon  a  Cheval  de  Frijt.     A  Bra^ 
hander^  v^'ho  plays  the  Wanton,  puts  me  in  mind  of* 
the  Afs  in  the  Fable,  that  would  needs  imitate  the. 
Lap-dcy.      IVlethinks  I  fee   the  long-ear'd  Animal 
throwing  his  two  Fore-legs   amoroufly    about   his 
Mafters  Neck.      Fontaine  was  in  the  right   to  fay^, 
Let  us  not  put  a  Force  upon  our  talent  ;  for  a  Mam 
become  ridiculous  when  he  attempts  to  go  out  of  his 
Sphere  :  The  Fondnefs  for  imitating  French  Fafhiun^i.- 
has  been   the  Ruin  of  many  Foreigners  5  and  xYiCi 
Brains  of  many  a  Frenchman  have  been  turn'd  by 
attenipting  to    reflect  profoundly,  Xxk^  th^  Englift)- 
tnan.     I  admire  the  Serenity  and  Tranquility  of  the 
Diitch^  who  let  nothing  trouble  them,    but  always. 
go  on  in  their  own  Way  ; .  and  live  at  Paris^  and  a^ 
L^ndany  as  they  do  in  the  Mi.!  lie  ok  Amjhr d^ml^ *  ■ 
*  Et  li  fraftus  ilhbatur  Orbi?, 
Jmpavidum  ferient  Kuiii«e, . 

F5  let:;- 
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LETTER     XCIV. 

Frcpi  Isaac  On^is,  a  Caraite  at  Cairo^ 
formerly  a  Rabbi  at  Conftantinople,  /* 
Aaron    M  o  n  c  e  c  a,  at  Bruflels. 

7N  one  of  my  Letters,  dear  Monceca^  I  gave  thee 
-*"  an  Account  of  the  Manners  and  Cuftoms  of  tha 
Ccptes^  the  Defeendants  of  the  antient  Inhabitants  of 
Egypt.  I  fliall  now  endeavour  to  raake  thee  ac- 
quainted with  what  I  obferved  of  the  other  People 
ihat  live  in  thefe  fruitful  Provinces. 

Thou  knoweft,  dear  Monceca^  that  after  the  Death 

of  Alexander^  his  SuccelTors  reigned  there  for  a  long 

time,  even  till  they  were  conquer'd  by  tlie  Romans* 

They  were   afterwards  fub}e£t  to  the  Emperors  of 

Ccnjianiinopk  ,  and  then  they  fell  under  the  Domi- 

nion  of  Mahcmef^  Succeflbrs.    At  length  the  Sultan 

^ellm  made  himfelf  Mafter  o^ Egypt ^  attheExpence 

of  but  one  Battle.     Tonumhey^  the  laft    Sultan   of 

Egypt ^  who   was    crown 'd  by  the  A'Imnolucs ^  was 

found  conceal'd,  after  the  Reduction  of  Cairo,  in  a 

JVIarfh  where  the  Jrahs  thought  him  fafe  ;  and  the 

implacable    Selim^  without  regard  to  his   Prifoner's 

Diciiit^'  and  Rank,  order'd  him  to  be  hansi'd.  Thus 

died  the  laft  Sovereign  of  Egypt. 

What  is  extraordinary  in  this  Country  is,  That  one 
finds,  amongft  the  modern  Egyptians^  almoft  the 
fume  Cuftoms,  asaniongft  the  Antients.  'Tis  eveu 
impoffible  to  be  long  acquainted  with  them  with- 
€)ut  catching  their  Humour  and  their  Manners,  Thou 

ait 
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are  not  ignorant,  dear  Monceca^  how  much  the 
Temper  of  the  Turks,  which  is  naturally  ferious  and 
.phlegmatic,  differs  from  the  gay  Humour  of  the 
Egyptians  \  but  by  degrees  they  lofe  fomewhat  cf 
their  Gravity  :  And  the  Climate  of  this  Country  has 
fuch  an  Influence  upon  the  Inhabitants,  that  though 
the  Turks  arc  brave  and  martial,  the  Children  they 
get  in  this  Country,  become  cowardly,  like  the 
other  Egyptians,  who  are,  to  the  laft  Degree,  Pol- 
troons. Therefore  all  Perfons  born  in  Egypt  are 
by  the  Laws  themfelves  excluded  from  military 
Pofts  ;  and  though,  by  a  fpecial  Favour,  the  Chil- 
dren of  the  Turks  have  the  Privilege  of  being  com- 
mon Soldiers,  yet  this  Right  does  not  extend  be- 
yond the  fecond  Generation.  And  all  the  Mi- 
litia that  the  Grand  Signior  keeps  up  in  Egypt ^. 
are  recruited  by  the  Tiirks  that  are  fent  from  the 
European  and  Aftatic  Provinces  f  *  ). 

This  De2;eneracv,  owins;  to  the  Air  of  the  Couri- 
try,   makes  the  People  of  Quality  glad  to  mix  tlieir^ 
Blood  with  that  of  Foreigners  ;  for  Men,  as  well  as 
Animals,  decline  in  Egypt,  from  one  Generation  to 
another.     The  Horfes  here,   by  degrees,  lofe  their' 
iSpeed,  the  Lions  their  Strength  and  Courage,  andi 
the  very  Birds  here  are  inferior  to  thofe  of  otheiv 
Countries  (fj. 

Effeminacy  and  Ina(Stion,  are  peculiar- to  the^ 
Egyptiatis.  And  though  this  Kingdom,  is  now  no; 
more  than  a  Shadow^  of  what  it  was  heretofore,, 
yet  the  People''s  Notions  are  the  fame  as  ever;.  They 
are  Idolizers  of  Fealls,  love.  Mulic,  ShewSi,  and- 
Dancing,. even  to  Excefs^  And  the  modern  Egypti-- 
ans  vie  with  the  Antients  in  the  Tafte  of  every 
thincr  that,  mav  be  an .  as-reeable  Entertainment  to> 

C^)  Mcllet's  Accountof  Eg\'pt,  PartlL  p^.  67. 
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the  Senfes.  But  what  will  undeniably  prove  to  thee 
iiow  much  the  Inhabitants  of  thefe  Countries  are 
vvedded  to  their  antient  Cuftoms,  is.  That  the  Dif- 
ierence  of  Religion  hinders  no  body  from  conform- 
ing to  them.  'Tis  probable  that  they  had  Circum- 
cifion  in  Egypt^  before  our  Anccftors  were  delivered 
out  of  their  Captivity  ;  and  the  Cuftom  is  ftill  kcpc 
up,  not  only  among  the  Mahometans^  who  pracSlife 
it  every  where,  but  alfo  among  the  Nazarenes.  All. 
the  Copt£s  admit  of  Circumcifion,  and  maintain  that 
their  Fathers  always  practis'd  it.  If  this  be  true,  ta 
be  fure,  when  Egypt  was  altogether  Nazarene^  the 
inhabitants  were  all  circumcifed  alike  ;  fmce  the 
Copies,  who  are  ftill  above  forty  thoufand  in  Number, 
tho'  Nazarenes^  caufe  themfclves  to  be  circumcifed  \ 
and  look  upon  this  Ceremony  or  Operation  as  very 
ciTentiaL  They  even  circumcife  the  Daughters  ;  for 
Ibme  time  ago,  a  v^^ealthy  Copte  rcfufed  to  marry  a 
young  Lady,  who  had  not  been  circumcifed,  and 
would  not  confent  to  conclude  the  M?.rria2;e  till  his 
future  Spoufe  had  undergone  that  Operation  ;  which 
thefe  Nazarenes  think  as  effential  a  Ceremony  as  we 
do. 

'Tis  a  certain  Fa£l:,  that  it  was  eftablifhed  in- 
Egypt  long  before  Herodotus  ;  for  this  Hiftorian 
mentions  it  as.  one  of  the  antient  Cuftoms  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  this  Kingdom,  and  of  which  they 
«iid  not  know  the  firft  Original  :   '  The  Pbcemcia?is 

*  and  Syrians^  who  are  in  Falejtine^  Jays  this  Au- 

*  thor^  confefs  that  they  learnt  Circum.cifion  from 
**   the  Egyptians  :  And  moreover  the  Syria7js,  who- 

*  inhabit  the  Banks    of  'Thermodon  and  EarthenWy 

*  and  the  Macrons^  their  Neighbours,  own.  That 

*  not   long  ago,   they  learnt  the   fame  thing  from 

*  them-""^ As  for    the    Egyptians   and    Ethiopians 

«  fmce,  it  has  been   of  antient  Ufe  among  both 

*  thofe  People  5  I  cannot  fay  which  of  the  two  is 

^  behoIdeB 
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'  beholden  for  it  to  the  other.  'Tis  however  pro- 
'  bable  that  the  Ethiopians  received  it  from  the 
'  Egypii^^^^-)  when  they  began  to  be  intimate  with 
'   them*/ 

Some  Authors,  and  even  certain  Rabbles,  pre- 
tend, that  it  was  not  pradlifed  in  Egypt  before  we 
departed  out  of  that  Country  ;  and  that  it  was  Mo- 
fcs  who  commanded  it.  Yet  I  don't  fee  any  great 
Harm,  dear  Monceca^  in  fuppofing  that  he  dcriv'd 
the  Ufe  of  it  from  the  Egyptians  y  and  that  finding 
it  conducive  to  the  Neatnefs  of  the  Body,  and 
necefiary  in  hot  Countries,  he  made  it  an  eilential 
Maxim  to  oblige  the  Pra6lice  of  it  with  the  more 
Exa^lnefs..  What  would  induce  me  to  think  that 
the  Jeivs  circumclfed  after  the  Example  of  the 
Egyptians^  is,  that  they  have  retain'd  feveral  of  the 
Cultoms  of  thofe  People,  and  fuch  as  we  ilill  cb- 
ferve.     *  An  Egyptian  Man  or  Woman,  fays  He- 

*  rodotusy  never  kiiles  the  Lips  of  a  Grecian  ;  and,  for 

*  the  fame  Reafon,  never  makes  ufe  of  the  Knife, 

*  Spit,   and  Pot,   of  a  Grecian;  and.  never  eats  the 

*  Flefh  of  an  Ox  that  was  ever  touch'd  with  the 

*  Knife  of  a  Grecianf.'  We  flill  obferve  the  fame. 
Ceremonies  as  the -Nazaren^s:,  and  no  doubt  our 
Anceftors  obferv'd  the  fame  as  the  Pagans.  From 
whence  have  we  derivM  thefe  Cuftoms  and  thefe 
Rules  ?  They  are  not  commanded  by  the  v.'rittcii. 
Law,  and  yet  they  arc  of  great  Antiquity  ;  and  tlie 
Egyptians  pratStis'd  them  as  well  as  we.  Is  it  not 
plain  that  we  have  copy'd  from  them  ?  I  look  on 
them  as  Superftitions,  which  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  pure  Law  of  Mofes,  Tho'  I  were  not  a 
Caraite,  dear  Monceca^  I  fliould  make  no  Difficulty 
to  reject  all  thofe  Chimeras,  which  I  never  approved, 

*  Herodotus i  Book  IL  P.  102.  tranf^icd  by  du  Rye%\ 
^   '\  Ihid. 

even 
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even  when  I  was  a  Rabbi.     For  how  is  the  Divi- 
nity afFe£ted  by   fuch  Puerilities  ?    If  I  have  a  pure 
Heart,  without  Vices  y  if  I  obferve  the  Law,  which. 
Govi  hiinfelf  has  prefcrib'd  to  me,  and    which  his. 
Prophet  has  given  to  me,    Why  fhould  I  fear  to  be 
wanting    in    any  thing  ?   Why  fhould  I  attempt  a, 
thoufand  little  Actions,  which  injure  thofe  that  prac- 
tife  them,    and  the  Religion  that  commands  them.? 
Nothing  is  fo  beautiful  and  noble  as  the  yewijh  Re.- 
ligion,  confider'd  in  a  Caraite  ;   but  nothing   is  fo 
contemptible  and  deformed,  as  the  fame  Religion  in 
a  Rabbi.     Thefe  two  different  Svftems  of  Faith  are 
extremely  oppofite  to  each  other. 

'Tis  not  in  the  Point  of  Circumcifion  alone  that 
the  Na-zarene  Copies,  thus  retain  the  antient  Cuftoms 
of  the  Country.    Divorce  is  pra6lifed  by  them,  in- 
ibmuch  that  a  Couple,  who  have  been  iparry'd   a. 
long  time,    and  have  even  had  Children,  make  na 
Scruple  to  feparate,    and  marry  again.     When  the. 
Hufband  parts  from  his  Wife,  he  is  oblig'd  to  give. 
her  back  what  fhe  brought.     The  Copies  fay,  their. 
Anceftors  always  did  the  fame.     They  pretend,  that. 
Circumcifion  and  Divorces  have  been,  eilabliih'd  ia 
their  Sect,  Time  out  of  Mind.     The  European  Na- 
zarenes  fay  the  contrary  5    and  affirm.  That   thefe 
Cuftoms  were  only  introduced   by  the  Mahometan. 
Nations  when  they   invaded   Egypt  ;  and  that  the 
Copies  received,  them   from   the  Arabians^  and   not 
from  the  antient  Egyptians  ;   they  being  difufed  at 
the  time  that  Egypt  was  intirely  Nazarem.. 

This  Opinion  has  ftrong  Proofs  to  fupport  it,^and 
I  fhould  be  very  much  inclined  to  believe  it.  But 
tho'  the  Ufe  of  antient  Cuftoms  was  interrupted 
among  the  Egyptians,  this  does  not  hinder  but  v/e 
may  have  derived  fome  of  our  Ceremonies  from 
them  ;  for  thof^  that  we  have  alv/ays  pradis'd,  and 
which  we  ftill  retainj  were  c>b{erv'd  in  Egypt  bng 

bcfors. 
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'before  Herodotus  ;  and  the  Time  when  they  were 
inftituted  is  not  known  ;  nor  is  it  hkely  that  we  can' 
now  be  certain  of  what  could  not  be  known  above- 
two  thoufand  Years  ago. 

There  are  feveral  Fa6ls  of  which  no  Trace  can- 
be  found  in  Hiftory,  and  fuch  as  lie  for  ever  bury'd 
in  Oblivion.     One  may   well  be  furprisM  to  find 
in  the  Books  which   are  tranfmitted  to  us,  not  the 
leaft  Hint  of  fome  of  the  moft  confiderablc  Events 
that  have  happen'd.     Is  it  not  amazing,  that  no  Hi- 
ftorian,  Egyptian,  Greek,  or  Rojnan,  has  made  men- 
tion of  the  Drowning  of  Pharaoh  ;  and  that  ihey 
do  but  barely  mention  our  Departure  out  of  Egypt^ 
and  that  with  the  utmoft  Contempt,  in'fuch  a  man- 
ner,   that  they  not  only  fay  nothing  of  paffing  the 
Red  Sea,  but  dare  even  to  affirm,  That  our  An- 
ceftors  were  a  parcel  of  Lepers,    that  were  driven 
out  of  the  Country,  as  a   nafty  infected   People  ? 
The  Egyptians  Hatred  for  cur  Nation  may  polTibly 
have  led  thofe  Hiftorians  into  thi^  Miftake  :   But  I 
think  it  furpiihng,  that  in  the  Annals  of  Egypt,  and 
in  the  Hiftories  of  this  Nation,  there  is  no  mention 
of  that  Event  which  was  the  Dcftru£tioiT  of  Pha- 
raroh  and  nil  his  Hoft.     How  is  it  pofTible  to  ima- 
gine, that  Greece,  Ethiopia,  Thrace,   and  the  other 
Empires  bordering  upon  Egypt,   could  be  ignorant 
of  fuch  a  Fadt  as  that  ?  And  fuppofmg  it  true  that 
the  Egyptians  ^o\A'^,   out  of  Pride,    chufe  to  con- 
ceal  it  from  Pcllerity,  V/liat  Reafon  could  other 
People  have  to    pafs    it  over  in    Silence  ?    Mean 
time  we  have  no  room  to  doubt  o^  Pharaoh''^  ?u- 
nifhment  :  Our  facrcd  Books  detcrm-ne  our  Belief 
in  this  Point  \  and  inice  they  have  declar'd  it,  we 
have  nothing  to  do  but  to  aflent  to  it. 

We  muft  own  therefore,  dear  Monccca,  that  Hi- 
/lory  leaves  us  often  very  much  confounded  in  the 
moft  material  Points,  and  that  it  is  not  capable  of 

giving 
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giving  us  Light  ;  the  BqoIcs  that  treat  of  the  Egypti*  ' 
ans  rpeak  of  them  as  of   a    People  fo  antient,  that, 
they    only   give    a    vague    and     flight  Account   of 
viiat  their  Priefts    faid   of  their  antient   Govern- 
ments.     But  how^  can  one  give  Credit  to  the  Tales- 
and  Fables  of  thofe  Priefls,   u^ho  affirm'd,  and  ob- 
ftinately  maintained,  the  Truth  and  Reality  of  their 
Dynafties,  which  they  carry'^d  above  feventeen  thou- 
fand  Years  backw^ards  ;  another  plain  Contradiction 
both  to  our  Books  and  our  Writings  ?  Certain  it  is, 
that  Egypt  is  one  of  the  Countries  w^hich  we  find 
was  the  fooneft  peopled  after  the  Flood,  and  raifed 
to  great  Power.     Herodotus  fnys,  That  in  the  Reiga 
of  Amafu^  one  of  the  iirft  Kings  of  Egypt^  there 
were  twenty  thoufand  very  populous  Towns  ;   the 
Inhabitants  thereof  cultivated  the  Sciences.     'Twas 
tliis  Ainafis  that  caufed  the  Temples  of  Vulcan  and 
Minerva-  to  be   adorned  with  ColofTal  Statues,  and 
a  Hottfe  to    be  placed  at  the  Entrance  of  the  latter^ 
made  if  one  Jingle  Storie  ;   which  two  thoufand  Mcny. 
belonging  to  the  Sea,    were  no    lefs    thafi  three  Tears 
removing  thither.     This   Houfe  is  twenty  Cubits  ia 
Front,   fourteen  in  Breadth,  and  eight  in  Height  +, 
Herodotus  fpeaks  of  it  as  one  that  faw  it.     Is  it  pof- 
fible  then,  that  a  People  who  built  fueh  ftately  Mo- 
numents, and  who  were  fuch  Mafters  of  the  Arts 
and  Sciences,  could  totally  forget  fo  confideri^ble  an. 
Event  as   the   Deftruition  of   Pharaoh?  This  is  a 
Demonflration  to  us  hov/   many   things  there  are 
©f  v/hich  Hiftory  leaves  us  in  the  Dark. 

Farewell,  dear  Momeca  \  live  content  and  happy, . 

f  tier Q dot m J  Lib.  II. 
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LETTER    XCV. 

From  Aaron  Monceca,  at  Antwerp, 
/<?  Isaac  Onis,  a  Caraiie,  formerly  a 
Rabbi  at  Conftantinoplc. 

jjNtwer^^  where  I  have  now  been  for  two  Da)^s^ 
'^  is  the  moft  confiderable  City  in  Brabant, 
London  and  Antwerp  were  formerly  two  Rivals  in 
Commerce;  yet  they  were  united  with  refpecSt  to 
their  Interefts.  Thefe  two  Cities  were  of  a  diftin- 
guifh'd  Rank  in  the  Teutonic  League  or  Hanfe  ;  but 
now  the  Port  of  Antwerp  is  quite  bare  of  Shipping. 
Amfterdam  has  utterly  ruin'd  the  Trade  of  this  City ; 
whicli  has  nothing  to  fliew  but  fome  Tokens  that 
it  was  once  a  Place  of  Grandeur.  The  City  is  well 
built  ;  and  thou2;h  the  Houfes  have  nothino;  mao;^ 
niticent,  they  are  verv  regular,  ard  make  a  hand- 
fome  Appearance.  Tlie  Citadel  is  beautiful,  and 
well  fortify'd*.  I  have  read  in  a  certain  Naxarcne 
Author  f,  a  very  pleafant  Paflage  relating  to  this 
Citadel  ;  which  fliews  the  natural  Simplicity  of  the 
Brahanders^  both  in  their  way  of  a6ting,  and  their 
manner  of  explaining  themfelves. 

When  this  Fort  was  dcliver'd  by  the  Spaniards^ 
to  the  Duke  of  Arfcot^  in  1577,  the  Duke,  put- 
tins;  his  Hand  between  the  Perfon's  Hands  who  was 
to  receive  his  Oath,  pronounced  thefe  Words :    / 

*  It  has  five  Baftionc,  nam'd  Ferdinand,  Toledo,   Duhr^ 
^Aha,  PaciottQ.    The  lait  is  the  Name  of  the  Engineer, 
•\  Cha^puys, 

fwear^ 
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fwe-ary  by  the  Name  of  God  and  holy  Mary,  that  I 
will  faithfidly  keep  this  Citadel.  After  which,  the 
following  Anfwer  was  returned  to  him,  as  part  of 
the  Ceremony  :  If  you  do  fo^  God  ajjijl  you  ;  if 
not  the  Devil  take  your  Body  and  Soul.  And  the 
whole  AfTembly  anfwer'd.,  very  devoutly,  Arnen  ; 
fo  he  it.  None  but  a  Native  of  Brabant  could 
have  invented  fuch  a  Form  for  an  Oath  of  Fide- 
lity ;  I  don't  believe  it  could  have  enter'd  into 
the  Heads  of  the  Sivifs  ;  for  'tis  as  courfe  as  'tis 
comical. 

The  People  of  Antwerp  are  as  fuperftitlous  as 
thofe  of  BruJJels^  and  as  fimple ;  and  the  Manners 
cj"  both  Cities  are  exadly  alike.  'Tis  true,  that  the 
Nobility  of  Antwerp  don't  trace  their  Genealogies. 
fo  far  back  as  Adam.,  like  thofe  of  Brujph  \  and 
that  they  ov/n  frankly  their  Defcent  from  fome  rich 
Merchants :  But,  bating  this,  they  are  as  much  in- 
fatuated with  their  new  Nobility,  as  the  others  are 
with  the  antient  kind. 

We  fee  very  few  Excellencies  at  Antw&rp^  the 
Perfons  of  Condition  having  no  other  Appellation 
than  plain  Monfieur ;  tho'  when  they  go  to  Brujels^ 
to  put  themfelves  in  the  Fafhion,  and  to  cut  a  grand 
Figure,  I  don't  know  w^hether  they  don't  make  their 
Servants  give  them  the  Title  of  Excellency  ;  for  the 
Generality  of  the  Flemijh  Gentry  could  never  yet 
obtain  that  Title  but  from  fuch  Perfons  as  are  their 
Dependants.  The  Common-people  call  them  alfo 
by.  this  vain-glorious  Title  ;  but  they  have  been  fo 
wife  hitherto,  as  not  to  expofe  themfelves  fo  far  to 
Ridicule  as  to  bellow  that  of  Excellency  upon  one 
another  in  Converfation.  However,  1  fancy  that 
they  will  carry  the  Jeft  to  this  pitch  at  laft  ;  which, 
if  they  do,  the  Word  will  grow  as  common  and 
as  frequent  iii  their;  Conyerfa,tions3  as  Monfieur.. 


Let.  9f.     The  Jewish  Spy.  iif 

Tho'  Wit  and  Sprightllnefs  of  Genius  are  not  the 
Endowments  of  the  People  of  Antwerp ;  yet  this 
City  has  produced  very  fr  eat  Painters.  Fubem,  Van- 
dyke^ Otho  Fcnius^  have  bred  feveral  famous  Scho- 
lars ;  and  are  not  inferior  to  the  Rafharh  and  the 
Titia72s.  Vandyke  efpecially  has  diftinguifh'd  himfeif 
from  the  other  Flemings^  and  defervcs  the  Appella- 
tion of  Rubetis  refirCd\  for  to  the  Beauty  of  that 
Painter's  Colourings,  he  has  added  a  much  more  ac- 
curate Correction  of  the  Defigns.  Vandyke  was  the 
only  Flrmijl)  Defigncr  whofe  Works  have  not  the 
Complexion  of  the  Genius  of  his  Country,  and  of 
the  Air  of  the  Climate.  The  Dcfigns  of  Rubens^ 
Otho  Venius^  and  all  their  Pupil?,  are  very  often  in 
the  heavy,  ftupid  Stile.  Notwithiianding  a  thoufand 
Beauties  which  fparkle  in  their  Pictures,  they  always 
difcover  a  certain  Flermfi  Tajfle;  which  is  dull,  grofs, 
and  far  from  the  light  Touch  of  the  Italians^  ihofe 
faithful  Copiers  of  the  Beauties  of  Antiquity.  The 
Women  painted  by  Raphael^  Ccrregio,  and  Carlo 
Maratti^  have  fomcthing  divine.  The  very 
Nymphs,  in  their  Works,  refemble  Goddefles ;  but 
commonly  in  thofe  of  the  Flemings^  the  Goddefles 
refemble  coarfe  Chambermaids. 

In  the  Luxemburg  Palace  at  Paris^  I  faw  the 
famous  Gallery  painted  by  Rubens.  The  very  Blood 
feems  to  circulate  in  the  Figures  drawn  upon  Cloth 
by  that  (kilful  Painter.  Nature  itfelf  has  no  Co- 
lourings more  perfect ;  nay,  there  is  fomething  more 
delicate  in  the  Contours  or  Out-lines ;  and  it  may 
be  faid,  that  Rubens  would  have  been  the  top  Man 
of  his  Art,  if  he  had  been  born  in  Italy.  Tho'  he 
refided  there  a  long  time,  he  could  not  intirely  get 
quit  of  the  firft  Ideas  which  he  had  contracted  in  his 
own  Country  ;  and,  in  his  fineft  Pieces,  he  always 
drev/  fome  Flcmjjh  Figure.    True  it  is,  that  he  m:\de 

amends 
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amends  for  this  flailing  by  fo  many  other  Beauties, 
that  it  would  be  unjufl  not  to  pardon  him. 

This  great  Man  form'd  feveral  Pupils  ;  and,  for  a 
good  while,  Flanders  could  boaft  of  many  able  Paint- 
ers. But  acSlually  there's  nothing  now  left  of  the 
famous  Schools  of  Vandyke  and  Rubens^  but  fome 
Pi6lures  in  Churches,  and  in  the  Clofets  of  the  Cu- 
rious. The  Painters  difperfed  up  and  down  in  Flan- 
ders^ at  this  .time,  are  mercDawbers,  compared  to 
their  old  Mafters.  They  retain,  indeed,  fomewhat 
of  their  Colourings ;  but  they  are  fo  much  out  in 
the  other  Parts  of  Painting,  their  Defign  is  fo  incor- 
re£l,  and  their  Compofition  fo  languid,  that  there's 
nothing  of  the  Flemijh  School  exifbing  now  but  in, 
the  Works  of  the  Dead. 

One  would  think  that  the  Number  of  Painters  and 
Sculptures  fhould  increafe  every  i^ge,  and  that  the 
fine  A.rts,  inilead  of  decaying,  fhould  be  improved  ; 
but  the  Scholars  are  fo  far  from  out-doing  their  A4a- 
flers,  that  they  fall  (hort  of  them  every  Day.  It 
has  happen'd  to  the  Flemings^  with  regard  to  Ruhtns 
and  Vandyke,  as  it  did  to  the  Italians,  with  regard. 
to  Raphael,  Titian,  the  two  Carrachio's,  Cm'regioy 
'Julio  Ro?nain,  Sec,  Excepting  thirty  or  forty  Years 
after  the  Death  of  thofe  great  Men,  who  liv'd  much 
about  the  fame  time,  Italy  could  fcarce  boaft,  in  any 
Age,  of  more  than  one  or  two  Painters  that  merited 
the  Efleem  of  all  the  ConnoifTures.  It  had,  a 
hundred  Years  ago,  Guido,  and  Carlo  Maratti, 
whofe  Names  will  live  to  Pofterity  ;  but  Trevifanl 
and  tollman  are  nov/  the  only  Perfons  who,  in  their 
Art,  have  attained  to  that  Degree  of  PerfecS^ion 
which  infures  Immortality.  Trevi/ani  is  charming; 
fee  defigns  correclly,  but  he  has  fomething  faint  and, 
pale  in  his  Colourings  ;  which  is  the  common  Fail- 
Aiig  ot  the  Roman  SchcoL     It  feems,  dear  Ifaac^  as 
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if  particular  Talents  are  aflign'd  to  certain  Countries, 
which  the  Natives  of  another  can  never  acquire  to 
the  fame  Degree  of  Perfedion. 

When  Painting  was  in  its  mofl:  flourifhing  State, 
there  were  three  Schools  of  Renown ;  the  Flemi/Jj^ 
which  excelled  in  Colouring ;  the  Roman^  in  De- 
fign;  and  the  Venetian^  which  aimed  to  excel  in  both. 
^"itian  and  Tintoret  furpailed  the  Fkmings  in  their 
Defigns,  and  the  Romans  in  Colourings:  But  never- 
thelefs,  if  they  united  the  Talents  of  the  two  other 
Schools,  they  furpafs'd  or  equall'd  them  only  in  thofe 
Parts  wherein  thofe  Schools  leafl:  excelled.  A  Picture 
oi^iUan^  well  coloured  and  well  defign'd,  is  not  io 
well  defign'd  as  another  of  Raphael^  and  inferior  in 
-Colouring  to  a  Piece  of  Rubens.  I  think  therefore, 
dear  Ifaac^  that  I  am  not  miftaken  when  I  allert, 
that  certain  Talents  are  peculiar  to  certain  Countries  ; 
and  that  the  firft  Impreflions  which  the  Mind  receives 
when  it  begins  to  apply  itfelf  to  the  Arts  and 
Sciences,  cannot  be  intirely  effaced  after  all  the  Care 
taken  to  eradicate  the  worfl:  Part  of  them,  and  to 
pprfe6l  the  reft.  The  Cafe  is  the  fame  with  refpetSt 
to  the  firft  Steps  in  Study,  as  with  the  firft  Preju- 
dices imbib'd  in  Childhood  about  Religion.  A  Per- 
fon  can  never  be  wholly  divefted  of  them  :  And  I  am 
•fure,  that  when  a  Nazarene  turns  AluJJidman^  and 
a  yeiJu  turns  Nazarene.,  a  thoufand  Refle6tions  often 
recur  in  their  Minds,  which  'tis  not  m  their  Power 
to  banifh. 

The  greateft  Men  always  retain  fomething  of  their 
firft  Tafte,  and  of  that  of  their  Country,  or  the 
School  in  which  they  were  educated.  That's  what 
the  Painters  call  Manner  -,  anc^what  Study  and  Tra*- 
vels  into  foreign  Countries  cannot  drive  out  of  their 
Heads.  Rubens  was  in  Italy  a  long  while  ;  and  many 
other  Flenmigs  have  work'd  at  Rome.  They  have 
really  reiin'd  their  Manner^  and  ^urify'd  their  Tafte; 
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but  they  ftill  favour  of  the  firft  ImpreiHons ;  and  aH 
the  Care  or  Pains  in  the  World  can  never  make  a 
Flemijh  Painter  as  good  a  Dciigner  as  an  Italian, 
Nay,  Love  itfelf,  which  fometimes  makes  Scholars 
of  mere  Novices,  could  never  work  fuch  aiVIiracle; 
tho*  of  aLockfmith  it  may  make  an  excellent  Paint- 
er. Of  this  I  have  feen  a  fmgular  Inftance  at  Ant- 
werp. About  thirty  Paces  from  the  Cathedral  I  wa3 
(hew'd  a  Well,  whofe  Windlafs  of  Iron,  to  which 
hangs  a  Pully,'  is  adorn'd  with  P'oliage:  'Tis  the 
Work  of  a  Lockfmith,  one  ^dntin  Mathys^  who 
tell  in  Love  with  a  Painter's  Daughter  j  but  tho'  he 
was  a  Fellow  of  good  Senfe,  and  a  clever  Workman 
at  his  calling,  he  could  not  obtain  his  Miftrefs  ;  her 
Father  being  refolv'd  not  to  have  a  Lockfmith  for 
his  Son-in-law.  Love  made  ^iint'in  abandon  the 
Anvil  and  Hammer  for  the  Pencil  and  the  Pallet ; 
and  the  Defire  to  pleafe  guiding  his  Hand,  he  fopn 
became  an  able  Workman,  and  di-ftinguifh'd  him- 
felf  fo  well  in  his  new  Art,  that  he  excelled  all  the 
Painters  of  Antwerp^  and  had  the  good  Fortune  to 
marry  his  Miftrefs.  I  have  feen  this  kind  of  Epitaph 
againft  the  Walls  of  the  great  Church,  over  theTomb 
where  this  Painter  of  a  Lockfmith  was  bury'd  : 

Connuhialh  Amor  de  Mulcihre  fecit  Apellem, 
i.  e. 
The    almighty  Power   of  conjugal  Love  made 
an  excellent  Painter  of  a  mere  Blackfmith. 

This  is  all,  dear  Ifaac^  that  I  have  yet  feen  re- 
markable in  this  City.  Tho'  it  lies  very  near  to 
Halland^  the  Romijh  is  the  only  Religon  that  is  tole- 
rated there ;  but  our  Fathers  could  never  fettle  there, 
and  we  are  only  fufFer'd  there  en  pajfant.  There's 
no  Inquifition  in  Brabant  nor  Flanders  ;  yet  the 
People  tliere  arc  as  much  devoted  to  the  Friars  as 

m 
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in  Spain  and  Italy.  ^Vhe  Nobles  arc  as  much  Slaves 
to  them  as  the  Commonalty  ;  and  they  would  tliirk  it 
an  Illuftration  to  their  antient  Nobility,  to  perfe- 
ctrte  any  that  difFerM  from  them  in  Opinion.  This 
puts  me  in  mind  of  the  Duke  of  Alontpenjier ;  who 
caufed  all  the  reformed  Nazarcnes  that  fell  into  his 
Hands,  to  be  hang'd,  and  their  handfome  Women 
to  be  ravifhM  *  ,  and  all  this  for  the  greater  Glon^ 
of  God.  And  what  pofTefs'd  him  with  this  diabo- 
lical Opinion,  was  nothing  but  his  Dcfcent  from  a 
King,  whom  the  Nazarmis  look  upon  as  a  Saint. 
This  honeft  Monarch  went  to  perfecute  the  Maho- 
metans^ even  to  the  Centre  of  Africa  ;  and  there  he 
died,  after  having  put  the  Affairs  of  his  Kino^dom 
into  very  great  Confufion  by  a  Zeal  fo  furious  and 
mrilaken. 

Very  ridiculous,  dear  Ifaac^  is  the  Blindnefs  of 
thofe  who  think  to  merit  the  Efteem  of  Mankind 
by  deftroying  their  Fellow-creatures,  that  have  been 
guilty  of  no  Crime,  and  given  them  no  Occafion  of 
Complaint!  Of  all  Folhes,  or  rather,  of  all  Furies 
the  moft  pernicious  is  that  which  pofleffes  fon>e 
Perfons  of  Quality  with  a  Notion,  that  Men  of 
their  Rank  ought,  by  all  manner  of  ways,  to  main- 
tain and  propagate  a  Religion  which  their  Fathers 

orofefs'd. 

■Ik. 

Farewell,  dear  Ifaac  \  and  live  content  and  happy, 
*  Brantomt\  Memoirs,  I'om.  III. 


LETTER 
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LETTER    XCVL 

From  Isaac  Onis,  a  Caraite,  and  now 
at  Cairo,  thd*  formerly  a  Rabbi  at  Con- 
ftantinople,  to  Aaron  Monceca,  ^^ 
Antwerp. 

Dear  Monceca, 
T  Have  not  yet  given  thee  an  Account  of  the  fa- 
•^  mous  Pyramids  of  Egypt^  which  were  erected 
by  the  antient  Kings  of  this  Country,  to  ferve  for 
their  Tombs.  Some  ignorant  People,  and  others 
that  were  learned,  but  prejudiced,  treat  of  thefe 
ftately  Monuments  as  if  they  were  only  fo  many 
Piles  of  Stones  heap'd  one  upon  another  without 
much  Art.  But  when 'tis  confider'd  that  the  darling 
Paflion  of  the  antient  Egyptians  was  to  have  ftately 
Tombs  erected  in  their  Life-time,  where  their  Bo- 
dies might  reft  fecure  from  that  Corruption  to  which 
all  the  Dead  are  fubje£t,  and  from  the  Curiofity  and 
Avarice  of  all  Mankind,  one  (hall  not  wonder  that 
Kings  fo  powerful  as  thofe  of  Egypt  were,  caufed 
thefe  perpetual  Monuments  to  be  built  to  procure 
themfelves  that  Repofe  which  they  defired  to  enjoy 
after  their  Death. 

The  Names  of  the  Monarchs  by  whofe  Order 
fuch  magnificent  Tombs  were  ere6led,  are  not 
known.  Among  them  they  reckon  one  Pfamfneti" 
£us,  tho'  there  is  no  Reafon  to  fupport  that  Opinion, 
which  can  render  it  probable.  Some  have  pretended 
that  Mercury  caufed  the  three  Pyramids  to  be  built; 
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and  others,  that  the  moft  confiderable  of  all  was 
built  by  that  Pharaoh  the  Perfecutor  of  our  Nation, 
who  was  drown'd  in  the  Red-Sea,  They  think  to 
prove  their  Opinion  by  the  Gap  in  the  Pyramid, 
which  they  fay  was  never  clofcd  ;  but  in  this  they 
are  grofly  miftaken  :  For  if  we  examine  it  with  ever 
fo  httle  Attention,  'tis  plain  that  it  has  been  open'd, 
and  even  with  a  great  deal  of  Labour  and  Pains. 

Some  anticnt  Authors  lay,  that  one  of  thofe  an- 
tient  Monuments  was  built  by  a  famous  Courtezan, 
called  Dorieha  ;  tho'  others  gave  her  the  Name  of 
Rhodope.  Herodotus  pretends,  that  the  Lady  wlio 
built  this  Pyramid  out  of  the  Profits  (he  ma-]e  by 
the  Favours  of  her  Gallants,  was  the  Daughter  of 
one  Cheopes^  a  King  of  Egypt,  who  intirely  ruin'd 
himfelf  by  the  Expcnce  of  erecting  the  others. 
Mean  time  this  feems  abfolutely  fabulous  ;  and  I 
could  not  give  the  leaft  Credit  to  it,  tho'  this  Author 
affirms  he  had  the  Fact  from  the  Egyptians  thcm- 
felves.  What  he  fays  of  it  is  this  :  '  The  prodigi- 
'  ous  Expence  which  that  Building  required,  was 
'  the  Reafon  that  Cbeopes,  who  wanted  Money, 
'  abandon'd  himfelf  to  that  Degree  of  Ignominy, 
'  as  to  proftitute  his  own  Daughter  at  a  certain 
'  Houfe  for  the  fake  of  Gain.  This  Daughter  not 
'  only  pciform'd  her  Father'sCommmd,  butthou2;ht 
'  alfo  of  a  Method  to  leave  fome  Monuinent  that 
'  might  render  her  famous  to  fucceeding  Ages. 
'  With  this  Viewfhe  defned  everv  one  of  her  ViG- 
'  tors  to  give  her  a  Stone  to  eredt  a  Buildine  which 
'  llie  had  deiign'd.  And  I  have  been  told,  that  of 
«  thofe  Stones  was  built  that  Pyramid,  which  is  the 

*  middlemolT:  of  the  three,  oppofite  to  the  great  oncy 
'  and  which  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  Foot  in  Front 

*  every  way  * ' . 

*  Herodotus' &  Hillory,  Book  I.  p,  152, 

Vol.  III.  G  I  ^aVi't 
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I  can't  imagine,   dear  A'lonceca^    hnvv  Herodotus 
could  determine  himfelf  to  tell  fo  improbable  a  Story 
with  fo  much  Gravity  ;  for  tho*  he  only  committed 
to  Writing  a  Thing  that  others  had   told  him,  he 
ouo;ht  to  have  mention'd  it  as  a  vulgar  Tale,  and 
to  have  refuted  it  as  foon  as  he  had  related  it.    How 
is  it  likely  that  a  Beauty  which  was  fo  common  as 
to  be   able  to  amafs  the  Quantity  of  Stones  necef- 
fary  for  the  Foundation  and  Bafis  of  the  Pyramid, 
Ihould  always  remain  charming  enough  to  find  Lovers 
io  fond  as  to  defray  the  Expences  of  this  (lately  Build- 
ino"  ?  At  firft  Sight  one  would  think  a  Stone  was  no 
great  matter  ;  and  that  the  Favours  of  a  fine  Lady 
could  not  be  obtain'd  upon  cheaper  Terms  :   But 
if  it  be  confider'd,  that  this  Stone  was  to  be  of 
Marble  Granate,  and  that  the  Qiiarry  from  which 
it  v/as  to  be  fetched,  was  near  two  hundred  Leagues 
oiF  ;    it  muft  be  confefs'd,    that  they  who  furnifhM 
the  laft  Stones  would  pay  very  dear  for  the  Favours 
of  a  very  common  Beauty.     The  antient  Egyptians 
were  not  delicate,  perhaps  in  the  Affair  of  Love  ; 
but  it  cannot  be  deny'd  that  they  were  generous  to 
Excefs. 

Thefe  Pyramids  were  formerly  in  all  Appearance, 
fiKcd  with  Marble  ;  but  it  is  plain  they  are  not  fo 
now  :  And  their  Sovereigns  who  had  cccafion  for 
Marble,  chofe  rather  to  ftrip  thofe  Monuments  of 
It.  than  to  be  obliged  to  fend  very  far  for  it. 

The  Jrahian  Authors  give  a  pleafant  Account  of 
the  Origin  of  the  Pyramids  :  They  affirm  that  they 
were  built  long  before  the  Flood  by  a  Nation  of 
Giants,  each  of  v/hom  carried  from  the  Qiiarries 
to  the  Place  where  the  Pyramids  are,  a  Stone  of 
twenty  or  twenty-five  Foot  long,  with  as  much  Eafe 
as  a  Man  carries  a  Book  under  his  Arm  f  ;  and  con- 

f  Mallet"^  Account  of  Egypty  Parti,  p.  104. 
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fequentiy  itnmflhave  been lefs Trouble  to  build  a  Py- 
ramid, than  for  a  Child  to  build  a  Caftle  with  Cards ; 
but  an  unlucky  Accident  happened  to  one  of  thofe 
Giants.  In  one  of  my  former  Letters  to  thee  I  men- 
tioned that  famous  Pillar  of  Popipe)\  the  largeft  and 
the  talleft  in  the  World.  The  Giant  who  cany'd 
it  under  his  Arm,  and  who,  to  give  himfelf  Eafe, 
chang'd  it  from  under  one  Arm  to  the  other,  broke 
one  of  his  Ribs  in  the  A61ion  for  v/ant  of  due  Care 
in  his  Motion  :  However,  this  did  not  hinder  him 
from  performing  his  Journey  ;  for  he  arriv'd  witU 
his  Packet  under  his  Arm,  and  had  his  Rib  fet  to 
rights  by  a  fkillful  Surgeon. 

Take  one  Story  with  another,  dear  Monceca  \  I 
like  that  of  Herodotus  much  better  than  that  of  the 
Arabians,  I  could  wifh  that  Men  would  treat  one 
another  with  a  little  moreRefpcdt,  and  that  the  Hi- 
florians  would  not  foAindervalue  the  humaii  Race 
as  to  think  it  capable  of  giving  Credit  to  fuch  ridi- 
culous Romances.  The  Generality  ofWriters  fcem 
to  abufe  their  Privilege  of  tranfmitting  certain  Faciis 
to  Pofterity.  They  difguife  them,  they  accomo- 
date them  to  their  own  Humour,  and  leave  to  fu- 
ture Generations  a  chimerical  Collection  of  their 
own  Ideas,  rather  than  a  true  Account  of  what  has 
pafs'd.  All  Nations  have  a  great  Number  of  Hi- 
llorians,  intollerable  Compilers  of  Fables.  The 
Turks  have  the  Expounders  of  tlieir  Laws  ;  the 
y€ius  their  Rabbles  ;  and  the  Na7jarejies  their 
Monks.  Whoever  has  a  mind  to  ftudy  Hidorr, 
cannot  be  too  careful  in  the  Choice  of  the  Authors 
that  he  takes  for  his  Guide.  The  fnfl  Prejudices 
that  are  conceived  in  hillorical  Matters,  are  as  diffi- 
cult to  be  eradicated  as  thofe  in  Qiieilions  relating 
to  Philofophy,  There  is  the  fame  Prcpoffeffion  for 
an  Hiftorian  as  for  a  Philofophcr  5  and  'tis  as  vici- 
ous an  Extreme  to  give  an  implicit  Faith  to  Hero- 
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dctus^  as  blindlv  to  adopt  all  the  Sentir.ents  of  Jri- 
Jhtle.  It  requires  Judgment  and  Difcernment  to 
improve  by  the  Reading  of  the  beft  Authors  ;  for 
there  are  no  Books  but  what  in  fome  Pailagcs  fa- 
vour of  human  Frailty,  which  one  fliould  endeavour 
to  find  out,  and  to  fupply  the  Dei'c^l:  by  the  Opi- 
nion of  fuch  as  oppofe  them  in  that  Inflance, 

I  am  now  reading  thofe  Volumes  which  thou 
fent'ft  me  from  Parts  \  and  am  making  the  beft  Ufe 
I  can  of  thofe  wife  Precautions.  The  Marjeilles 
Merchant,  who  was  the  Bearer  of  thy  Letters,  ac- 
quainted me  in  his,  of  an  Adventure  that  happen'd 
fbme  time  ago  in  his  Country,  which  I  thought 
perfe(5i:ly  entertaining,  and  therefore  I  fend  it  to  thee 
in  his  own  Words. 

LETTER. 


XT'OU  won't  be  angry,  perhaps,  if  I  acquaint 
*  you  with  a  very  comical  Accident  that  hap- 
pen'd in  a  famous  Prccellion  that  was  made  here 
feme  Days  ago.  The  Monks  had  a  mind  to  build 
an  Altar  in  the  Street,  to  repofe  the  Shrines  on, 
which  were  carry'd  through  the  Town.  They 
therefore  raifed  a  kind  of  Dome,  fupported  by 
Pillars  of  Wood,  cover'd  with  Branches  of  Trees, 
like  an  Arbour  ;  under  which  was  form'd  a  Grotto 
hung;  with  Leaves  ;  and  in  this  they  were  to  place 
the  Image  of  St.  Adary  Magdalen.  That  it  might 
have  as  near  a  Refemblance  as  poflible  with  the 
Original,  they  undrefs'd  a  young  Virgin  of  Fifteen, 
and  put  her  in  a  Pofture  which  they  thought  the 
moft  proper  to  reprefent  the  expiring  Saint.  She 
Avas  laid  on  a  Bed  of  Turf,  cover'd  with  nothing 
but  Hair  j  which  was  fo  artfully  order'd,  that  few 
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Parts  of  her  Body  were  left  naked  and  cxpofed^to 
Si2;ht.     This  young  Creature  was  thus  undrefs'd, 
becaufe  thev  pretended  in  Provence^  that  St.  Mrg- 
dMen  had  no  other  Veilnient  or  Covering  but  her 
Hair  in  the  Cave  of  St.  Bavjm\  and  this  animated 
Statue  was  orderM  to  ftir  as  httle  as  pofilblc.    The 
ProccfTion  march'd   in  order  along  by  the  Altar  ; 
and  theBifliop  having  commanded  the  Relics  of  this 
Saint  to  be  refted  on  it  for  fome  Moments,  the 
Statue,  forgetting  the  TaHc  that  was  injoin'd  her, 
and  beinc;  touch'^d  with  a  fit  of  Devotion,  kll  oji 
her  Kneels  in  her  Grotto  ;  upon  which,  the  Locks 
of  Hair  that  fhe  was   coverM   with    lell    off,  and 
the   fair  Damfcl   rcmainino:  in    the  pure  State  of 
Nature,  ofFer'd  to  the  Sigh~t  of  the  Speaators  fuch 
lively  Beauties  as  were  nothing  like  thofc  ot  a  dy- 
ing Perfon.      The  Bifliop,  a  truly  pious  Prelate^.^ 
was  very  muchfcandaliz'dat  the  Impertinence  and 
Folly  of  the  Monks  ;   and  to  puniQi  them  for  the 
Performance  of  io  fenfelefs  a  Projeft,  has   inter- 
diaed  them.   And  he  feems  to  be  {o  enrag'd,  that 
it  will  be  a  long  time,  perhaps,  before  he  reflores 
the  Powers  of  Adminiftring,  which  he  has  takea 
away  from  them. ' 

I  know  not,  dear  Monceca^  what  thou  wilt  think 
of  this  Adventure,  which   I  own   made  me  very 
merry.     I  plainly  fee  thre  Folly  of  the  Monks  in  an 
Aaion  fo  ridiculous. 

The  Coptic  Priefts  in  this  Country  do  fomething 
like  it  every  Year,  to  the  Honour  of  one  of  their 
Patriarchs  whom  they  revere  as  a  Saint.  A  Man 
quite  naked  appears  on  a  Tomb,  and  there  delivers- 
a  Difcourfe  in  praife  of  the  Deceased.  Ail  the  Suc- 
ceffors  of  this  Coptic  Pontiff  hold  him  in  great  Ve- 
neration 3  and  fay,  that  his  Manners  were  as  pure 
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as  thofe  of  the  Angels.  Certain  it  is,  that  the  Pa- 
triarchs who  are  chofen  in  thefe  Days,  have  fcarce 
any  Refemblance  with  this  Saint.  Tliey  abufe  the 
Religion  of  which  they  are  the  Depofitaries,  make 
Sale  of  the  Permiflions  W'hich  they  grant,  and  deny 
none  for  Money  :  So  that  there  is  nothing  which  a 
Coptic  Priefl  may  not  authorife,  by  virtue  of  his 
Credit  with  the  People.  Divorces  are  very  com- 
mon with  the  Copies.  When  a  Man  is  difcontented 
with  his  Wife,  or  when  a  Woman  complains  that 
jfhe  does  not  like  her  Hufband,  the  Patriarch  fepa- 
rates  them  without  fearching  into  the  Caufe  of  the 
Difagreement,  or  endeavouring  to  reconcile  them, 
for  fear  of  lofing  the  Fees  which  he  gets  by  fuch 
Separations  j  a  Part  of  the  Revenues  of  this  Pon- 
tiff arifmg  from  the  Mifunderftandings  betwixt  Men 
and  their  Wives. 

The  European  Priefts  would  certainly  be  much 
richer  than  they  are,  if  they  enjoy'd  fuch  a  Preroga- 
tive :  What  Treafures  would  roll  into  their  Coffers  \ 
and  what  Marriages  would  be  broke,  if  the  Naza^ 
renes  were  poffefs'd  of  that  Power  \  I  imagine,  that 
if  the  fovereign  Pontiff  had  a  mind  to  renew  the 
iintient  Croifades,  he  need  only  grant  a  Licence 
to  the  Adventurers  to  throw  off  the  Wedding-Gar- 
ment, and  he  might  have  a  more  numerous  Army 
than  that  which  Xerxes  conducted  againff  the  Greeks^ 
In  my  Opinion,  'tis  the  only  Method  now  left  for 
carrying  on  fuch  unfuccefsful  and  ruinous  Wars  as  the 
Nazarene  Princes  formerly  miade  in  thofe  Climates^ 
Yet  in  the  Tioie  of  thofe  Croifades,  the  Europeans^ 
ran  in  Crowds,  and  abandon'd  their  own  Country, 
to  be  knocked  on  tlie  Head  in  another,  which  it 
was  impofSble  for  them  to  keep  :  Nay,  fo  mad 
were  they  for  undertaking  thefe  Voyages,  that  the 
very  Wonjen  took  the  Crofs  on  tlxenx  for  thofe 
■  HoK^ 


Let.  p/.     77?^  Jewish  Spy.  127 

Holy  Wars,  and  chofe  to  bear  a  Part  In  the  F'a" 
tiiiues.  There  was  a  Number  of  Ladies  of  the  firfi: 
Rank  at  GenM  that  buckled  on  the  military  Har- 
nefs,  and  refolv'd  to  depart  for  Egypt ^  having  a 
Monk  at  their  Head  for  their  Officer,  the  very  Mail 
who  rais'd  this  charming  Recruit.  The  Romcn  Pon- 
tiff, wrote  a  very  long  Letter  to  them  upon  this 
Head,  which   began  thus  :    *  To    his   noble    and 

*  dear  Daughters   in  Chrift,   the  noble  Ladies  Car- 

*  mi'mlini^  Ghifidfiy  Grimaldi^  $zc.  We  have  heard 
'  by  your  Letters,  as  well  as  by  others  addrefs'd  tv> 

*  us,  from  our  moft  dear  Son,  Philip  of  Savo^iff^ 
'  Le(S^urer  of  the  Order  of  PViars  Minors,  that 
'  you  and  many  other  Genoefe  Women,  infpir'd  by 
'  God,  have  refolv'd  to  go  to  the  Holy  Land ^Slc." 
What  think*fl  thou,  dear  Moncecj^  of  fuch  a  Squa- 
dron as  this  of  the  Gcncefe  Women  ?  Was  not  their 
Part  very  edifying  ? 

Farewell,  dear  Moncecc^  and   live  content   and 
happy. 


LETTER     XCVH. 

From  Isaac  Onis,  at  Cairo,  to  A  a  r  o  f^^ 
MoNCECA,  <s/ Antwerp. 

/^F  all  the  antient  philofophical  Do(^rines,  dear 
^^^  Alonceca^  that  which  has  been  moft  defpis*d 
in  Europe  of  late  was  moft  adher'd  to  by  the  An- 
tients,  and  is  fo  ftill  by  the  Indiom.  The  Doctrine 
of  the  AfetempfychofiSy  or  the  Tranfmigration  of 
Souls,  which  Pythagoras  taught,  was  adopted  and 
received  by   feveral   great  Genius's,     Plato  main- 
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maintain'd  it.  OvU  *  and  Virgil^  f  in  manyPlace* 
of  their  Works,  declar'd  themfdves  in  its  Favour. 
And  the  Siransfe  Philofophers  and  the  Brach?nans  arc 
convinced  of  it. 

It 

*  Mente  Decs  ndllt,  et  quae  Natura  negab.it 
Vifibus  humanis,  Oculis  ea  Pedloris  haimt. 

i.  e.  CwV.  Net  am.  lib.  xv. 

"  He,  the'  from  Heav'n  remote,  to  Heaven  could  move, 
*'  With  Strength  of  Mind,  ?.nd  tread  th'  Abyfs  above  ; 
**  And  penetrate  with  his  interior  Light, 
•**  Thofe  upper  Depths  which  Nature  hid  from  Sight. 

Tranjlated  hy  Mr.  Dry  den. 

To  this  Elogium  of  Pythagoras  rauH;  be  added  that  of  his 
Syftcm,  where  he  fortifies  the  Mind  againfl  the  Fear 
of  Death. 

O  !  Genus  attonitum  gelidse  Form^idine  Mortis, 

Quid  Styga,  quid  Tenebra-",  et  Numina  vana  timetis,    • 

Matcriem  Vatum,  falfique  Piacula  Mundi  ? 

Corpora,  five  Rogus  Flarnma,  feu  Tabe  Vetuflas  '  « 

Abilulerit,  Mala  poffe  pati  non  ulla  putetis. 

i.  e.  Onjid^  Met  am.  lib.  x^. 

*'  Why  thus  afrrighted  at  an  empty  Name, 

*'  A  Dream  of  Darknefs,  and  iidlitious  Flame? 

**  Vain  Themes  of  Wit,  which  but  in  Poems  pafs, 

•*  And  Fables  of  a  World  that  never  was ! 

**  What  feels  the  Body  when  the  Soul  expires, 

**  By  Time  corrupted,  or  confum'd  by  Fires  ? 

-f-O Pater!  AnnealiquasadCcelum  hincireputandumcll 
Sublimes  Animas  ?  Iterumque  ad  tarda  reverti 
Corpora  ?  Qutz  Lucis  miferis  tam  dira  Cupido  ? 
Dicam  equidem  ;  nee  te  fufpenfum,  Nate,  tenebo  ; 
Sufcipit  Anchlfes,  atque  Ordine  fmgula  pandit. 
Princ!pio  Coelum  ac  Terras,  campofque  liquentes, 
Li  centemque  Globum  Lun<e,  Titaniaque  Allra, 
5piritus  intus  alit,  totamque  infufa  per  Artus 
Mens  j-.gitat  Molem,  et  magno  fe  Corpore  mifcet. 
Ihue  Hominum  Pecudumque  Genus,  Vitasque  Volantum, 

Et 
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It  feems  furprifing  at  firft  Sight,  that  fo  falfe  a 
Syftem  fhould  have  fuch  a  Currency,  and  find  Ad- 
herents for  fo  many  Centuries,  whilfi:  the  other  er- 
roneus  Opinions  of  the  antient  Philofophers  fell 
into  Obhvion  or  Contempt.  But  when  one  care- 
fully inquires  into  the  Sentiments  oi  Pythagoras^  and 
firips  them  of  all  the  Abfurdities  with  which  they 
are  charged  by  thofe  who  have  confuted  them,  'tis 
not  fo  great  a  Wonder  that  they  have  continued. 
The  Error  of  the  Perfons  who  have  adhered  to 
them  is  to  be  lunented  ;  but  as  'twas  owin^  to 
deceitful  Delulions,  capable  of  feducing  thofe  ot 
the  beft  Senfe,  their  Failing  is  to  be  excus'd. 

The- 

Et  quae  marmoreo  fert  Monflra  fub  iEquore  Pontus. 
Igneus  eft  ollis  Vigor,  et  cceleitis  Origo 
Seminibus  :  quantum  non  noxia  Corpora  tardant 
Terrcnique  hebctant  Artus,  moribundaque  iVIembra- 
Hincmetuuntcupiuntque,  dolent  gaudentque,ncque  auras- 
Defpiciunt  clauf^e  Tenebris,  et  C.rcere  c^co. 
Quill  et  fupremo  cum  Lumine  Vita  reliquit  ; 
Non  unien  omne  Malum  miferis,  nee  funditus  omnes 
CorpoieiE  excedant  Peftes.       -       -        -        _        .       -, 
-        -        -        -     ^       -       -       .       ^ 
Donee  longri  Dies,   perfedlo  temporis  Orbe, 
Concretam  exemit  Labem,  parumque  reliquit 
-^thereum  Seafuiii,  atque  Aurai  fnnplicis  Ignem:. 
Has  omnes,  ubi  mille  Rotam  volvcrc  per  Annos, 
Lethaeum  ad  Fluvium  Deus  evccat  Agmine  magno  : 
Scilicet  immemores  Supera  ut  convexa  revifant, 
Rurfus  et  incipiant  in  Corpora  veile  reverti. 

i.  e.  Virg.  j^neid^  lib.,  vi:, 

**  O  Fathjsr  !  can  it  be  that  Souls  fublirae 
"  Return  to  vifit  o«r  Terreilrial  Clime  I 
'**  And  that  the  gen'rous  Mind  releas'd  by  Death 
**  Can  covet  lazy  liinibs,  and  mortal  Breath  ? 
**  Anchtfes  then  in  Order  thus  begun 
f  To  clear  tJiofe  Wonders  to  his  go<ilike  Son  : 
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The  Arguments  that  have  determinM  certain  Phi- 
lofophers  to  believe  the  Metcmpfychofis  are  fo  difficulc 
to  be  confuted^  that  the  Nazare?u  Dodlors  who 
have  attempted  it,  have  only  added  nev7  Weight  to 
them.  A  Man  muft  not  only  be  a  good,  but  an  ex- 
cellent Mctaphyfuian^  intirely  to  defeat  the  Syftcmof 
Pythagoyas,  This  Work,referv'd  for  the  Des  Cartes' s^ 
the  LockeSy  and  the  Bayles^  is  above  the  Capacity  of 
the  Schoolmen.  A  'Jefu'it  has.  fhew'd  us  the  Argu- 
ments which  he  and  his  Brethren  make  ufe  of  to 
convince  the  Indiam  of  the  Errors  of  the  Metempfy' 
shojjs  >  but  they  are  fo  Vi^eak,  and  fo  eafy  to  be  con- 
futed,that  thofe  People  muft  be  very  HUy,  or  very  ig- 
siorant  of  the  Principles  of  Nazarsnifm^  if  they 
don^t  demoljfli  them  Root  and  Branch.  Not  to 
mention  a  Summary  of  Pythagoras^s  Syflem,  I  will 
onlv  (hew  thee,  dear  Moncsca^  that  of  the  Indians^ 
after  which  I  will  anfwer  the  Objection  of  the  ^e- 
[litis  ;  and  I  hope  to  prove  to  thee  that  I  was  not 
miftaken,  when  I  lakl  they  are  far  from  being  un- 
anfwerabLe* 

The 

*•  Know  f  ;ft  that  Heaven  and  Earth*s  coropafted  Framff^j. 

*'  And  flowing  Writers  and  the  ftarry  Flrme, 

**  And  both  the  radiant  Lights^  one  common  Soul 

"  Infpires  and  feeds  and  animates  the  whole. 

**  This  adlive  Mind,  infus'd  thro'  all  the  Space, 

*'  Unites  and  mingles  with  the  mighty  Mafs. 

*<  Hence  Men  and  Beafts  the  Breath  of  Life  obtain^ 

*'  And  Birds  of  Air  and  MonHers  of  the  Main  :. 

**  Th'  ethereal  Vigour  is  in  all  the  fame, 

**  And  every  Soul  is  fill'd  with  equal  Flame  r 

**  As  much  as  earthy  Limbs,  and  grofs  Allay  T 

*♦  Of  mortal  Members  fubjedt  to  Decay,  > 

"  Blunt  not  the  Beacns  of  Heaven,  and  Edge  of  Day.  j 

**  From  tliis  coarfe  Mixture  of  terreflrial  Parts 

»*  Delire  aiid  Fcar^  by  Turo?;,  pofli?fs  tli^ir  Hearts, 

•*  And 
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The  Brachmans  lay  it  down  for  the  firft  Principle 
that  all  good  AcSlions  ought  to  be  rewarded  by  the 
Deity,  and  that  all  bad  ones  ought  by  the  Deity  to 
be  punifh'd.  '  The  Wifdom  of  God,  y^;' ///if)',  rc- 
'  quires  this  Order.  His  Juftice  demands  ablblute- 
'  \y  that  he  fhould  puniih  Wickednefs,  and  rc~ 
'  wafd  Virtue.  By  Confequence  no  innocent  Maa 
^  can  be  punifh^^d,  ro  guilty  one  be  rewarded* 
'  Now,  how  comes  it  then  that  it  happens  evcry^ 
'  D'^y^  that  a  Man  without  deferving  it  is  opprefs'd 
^  v/ith  Misfortunes,  from  llie  Day  ofhis  Birth  to  that 
«  of  his  Death?  Why  do  wc  fee  others  enjoy  Hap- 
*  pinefs  without  Interruption?  It  muft  furely  bc^ 
'  that  by  foine  Actions  previous  to  their  Birtli,  thofe- 
'  who  are  unhappy  defcrv'd  their  Misfortunes,  and 
'  the  Happy  deferv'd  their  good  P'ortunes.'  Thus, 
therefore.-is.  the  NecelTity  of  the  Metempfychcfts  evi- 
dently prov'd. 

1  will  add  fomething,  dear  Monaca^  to  the  Indian 
Philofophcr's  Argument.      The  Divinity  cannot  be 

**  And  Grief  and  Joy  ;  nor  can  the  groveling  Mind,     > 

**   In  the  dark  Dungeon  of  the  Limbs  confinM,  >• 

'*  AiTert  the  native  Skies,  or  own  its  heav'niy  Kind.      Jj, 

•''  Nor  Death  itfelfcan  wholly  wafh  their  Stains^ 

"  But  long-contraded  Filth  ev'n  in  the  Soul  remains. 

'*  Then  are  they  happy,  when  by  Length  of  Time 

**  The  Scurf  is  worn  away  of  each  committed  Crime. 

^  No  Speck  is  left  of  their  habitual  Stains  ^  , 

**  But  the  pure  Ether  of  the  Soul  remains. 

**  Bat  when  a  thoufand  rolling  Years  are  pafi, 

*♦  (  So  long  their  Puni(hm«nts  and  Penance  lait)' 

"  Whole  Droves  of  Minds  are  by  the  driving  Godi 

"   Compcird  to  drink  the  deep  Lethean  Flood  j 

"   In  large  forgetful  Draughts  to  fteep  the  Cares 

"  Of  their  pait  Labours,,  and  their  irkfoms  Years  5. 

"  That  unremembring  of  its  former  Pain,, 

^  The  Soul  may  fufFer  mortal  Flelh  agam/'; 

G  6  ib(t 


132  77;^  Jewish  Spy.    Let.  97. 

the  Author  of  Evil;  for  'tis  direftly  oppofite  to  the 
£fi"ence  of  a  Being  fovereignly  good,  and  lovereign- 
ly  perfe£t.  God  could  not  be  the  Source  of  any 
Misfortune  attending  an  Infant  not  yet  ftain'd  with 
any  Crime.  You  are  under  a  NecefTity  therefore  of 
admitting  two  firft  Principles,  one  good  which  di- 
rpenfcs  Happinefs,  and  the  other  bad  which  difFufes 
its  Venom  upon  the  Creatures,  or  you  muft  confefs 
the  Metempfychcfis. 

The  yefu'it^  in  Anfwer  to  this  Argument,  could 
7]ot  have  recourfe  to  the  TranfgreiTion  of  Adam, 
For  the  Indian  may  very  juftly  fay  to  him:  '  Your 
'  Argument  is  only  a  Begging  of  the  Qi^ieftion.  You 

*  found  your  Proofs  upon  fuch  as  I  don't  admit  of. 
'   I  deny  that  there  was  an  Adam  form'd  by  the  Di- 

*  vinity  *,     The  Circulation  of  Souls  is  eternal;  it 

*  ever  was,  and  ever  will  be.^ 

Thofe  with  whom  'j^is  difputed  cannot  urge  the 
Fall  of  the  firft  Man,  as  the  Caufe  of  the  Happi- 
nefs and  Mifery  of  Mankind,  without  admitting  our 
facrtd  Books  to  be  authentic.  Now,  the  Moment 
that  an  Indian  agrees  that  what  is  written  in  Gencfn 
was  reveal'd  by  the  Divinity,  he  muft  be  convinc'd 
of  the  Erior  of  the  Metempfychofis.  But  vvhen  he 
denies  the  Authority  of  this  Bock,  it  would  be 
ridiculous  to  offer  to  make  ufe  of  it,  to  prove  the 
Caufes  of  Moral  Good  and  Evil  to  him. 

*  Some  learned  Indians  pretend  that  there  are  three 
Things  which  are  eternal,  n)iz.  the  fupreme  God,  Souls, 
ixA  Generations;  which  ^hey  exprefs  by  thefc  three 
Words  ?adi^  PachoUy  Pajum\  and  that  by  going  back 
from  the  Son  to  the  Father,  from  the  Father  to  the  Grand- 
iatlisr,  from  the  Grr.ndfc^ther  to  the  Great-Grandfather, 
and  fo  on,  it  will  be  impofiible  to  find  a  Beginning.  See 
father  Bouchtt'%  Letter  on  the  Mstejnpjychojjs,  in  the  Re- 
ligious  Ceremoni^  and  CuJIoms  of  the  Idolators,  tome  ii, 
p.  181. 

'Tis 
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'Tis  extremely  difficult,    dear  Monceca^  to  con- 
vince   a  learned   Indian   by  Arguments    that  (hew 
him   the   true  Caufes  of  human  Misfortunes,  while 
he  afcribes  them  to  the  Faults  committed  by  Souls 
in  the  Courfe  of  a  former  Life.      The  Arguments 
which    the  Nazarene  Miilionaries  make  ufe  of  are 
pitiful :   '   I  demand  of  the  Idolators,  fays  a  Jefuit  f , 
whether  all    the   Beings    that  are    in  the  Worlil 
ought  to  be  alike?    Ought  there  to  be  nothing 
but  Suns  and  Stars?    Is  it  not  requifite  for  the 
Well-being  of  the  Univerfe,    that  all    the  Parts 
which  compofe   it  fhould  be  fubordinate  to  one- 
another,  and  that  all  its  Beings  fliould  have  a  dif- 
ferent Situation?  In  this  they  are  agreed.      You 
muft  own  then,  fay  I,  that  the  Cafe  is  the  fi^me 
with  the  Moral  World  ;  that  all  cannot  be  Kings ; 
and  that,  for  the  fake  of  good  Order  there   muft 
be  a  Subordination.*      In  Reply  to  thefe  general 
Arguments,     an  Indian    may  fay,    '  I  grant    that 
good  Order  demands  there  fhould  be  a  Subordina- 
tion in  the  different  States  of  the  World,   tho'  I 
might  deny  it  with  good  Reafon,  if  I  had  not  a  Mind 
to  Ihorten  the  Difputc.     For,  as  God  could  have 
made  all  Men  equally  happy,  if  he  had  pleas'd, 
good  Order  might  have  fubhfted,     tho'  there  had 
been  an  Equality  betwixt  them,    fince  God   had 
need  to  have  done  nothing  more  for  this  End  than 
to  create  them  all  virtuous.     Then  Laws,  Princes, 
Magiftraces  and  Judges,  would  have  been  infignifi- 
cant ;  and,   by  ConfcquencCj  Subordination  w<;uld 
have  been  of  Ufe  no  lunger.      But  'tis  a  more 
fubftantial  Evil  than  this,  which  I  exclaim  againft. 
Your  Comparifon  of  the  Sun  and  Stars  with  hap- 
py and  unhappy  Mortals,   is  not  }uft.     Tho'  the 
Moon  is  iefs  than  the  Sun,  yet  'tis  not  unfortu- 

f  Ditto,  p,  181.  at  the  End. 

*  oatG> 
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nate ;  'tis  not  fenfible  of  the  Pains  of  the  Gout  and 
Gravel;  ''tis  not  tormented  by  Hunger  and  Thirft  j 
it  does  not  fear  the  Lofs  of  Sight  or  Hearing;  'ti» 
infenfible ;,  ail  the  Splendor  of  the  Sun  does  not 
give  it  the  leaft  Trouble,  nor  the  leaft  Senfe  of  Pain : 
But  'tis  not  fo  with  Mankind.  Their  Misfortunes 
are  real.  The  Haughtinefs  and  Cruelty  of  a  So- 
vereign, tlie  Diflionefty  of  Judges,  Diftempers, 
Plagues  opprefs  them.  If  they  had  not  deferv'd 
thofe  Misfortunes  in  a  former  Life,  the  Order 
which  the  Divinity  has  eftablifli'd  in  the  Moral- 
World  would  be  as  bad,  as  that  v/hich  it  has  efta- 
bliih'd  in  tlie  Planets  is  worthy  of  Admiration* 
To  afTert  that  God  has  not  the  Power  of  hindering 
Evil,  is  not  fo  contrary  to  Reafon,  nor  fo  impious^, 
as  to  believe  him  the  Author  of  it  §.' 
I  (hall  go  on  dear  Monceca^  with  the  Examinatior* 
of  the  "Jefuit^s  Arguments.     '  The  Doctrine  of  the 

*  Indiansy  fays  he  *,   furnifhes  us  with  a  Demonftra- 

*  tion  to  which  they  have  no  Reply^  The  principal? 
^  Reafon  v/hy  they  admit  of  a  Adetempfychofa  is  the 

*  Necellity  of  atoning  for  the  Sins  of  the  pait  Life 

*  Now,  according  to  their  Syftem  nothing  is  more 

*  eafy  than  Atonement  for  Sins :    All  their  Books^ 

*  are  full  of  the  fpecial  Favours  which  acrue  frora 

*  the  Pronunciation  of  tbefe  three  Names,    Chiva^ 

tXEtva  (pvuiv  uai  ^ii\-naiv,  n  ^rm  ccx^cca-ntv,  f^yire  oi.vo(/.tuvy 
Hf  sft  sriv  0  Zev?  a»T»^.  Tolerabilias  enim  erat  infinita* 
Partes  dicere  yo^i  ob  ejus  Imbecillitatem  Vi  fadla  agere 
multa  improbe  contra  ipfms  Naturam  et  Voluntatem^ 
quani  nullam  effe  Libidinem,  nullum  Scelus,  quod  noa 
yo-vi  au£lori  imputandum  elTet.  Pint,  adverf.  Stoicos^ 
p.  1076.  E. 

*  Father  BQuchct\  Letter,  {^c, 

'  'Rjamaa 
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Rama,  Hdrigara.  The  very  fir  ft  Time  that  they 
are  pronounc'd  all  Sins  are  cancell'd  ;  and  if  they 
are  pronounc'd  three  times,  the  Gods  whom  they 
thereby  honour  are  at  a  Lois  to  find  a  Reward  that 
can  be  adequate  to  the  Merit  of  the  Adiion.  Then 
the  Souls,  being  gorg'd  as  it  were  with  Merits^ 
are  no  longer  oblig'd  to  animate  new  Bodies,  but 
go  directly  to  D£vendere7i\  Palace  of  Glory.  There 
is  fcarce  an  Indian  that  has  any  Devotion  at  all  but 
pronounces  thefe  Names  above  thirty  times  a  Day. 
Some  pronounce  them  a  thoufand  times,  and  thus 
compel  the  Gods  to  confefs  that  they  are  not  able 
to  pay.  Moreover,  Sins  are  cancell'd  with  the 
fame  Eafe,  by  bathing  in  certain  Rivers  and 
Ponds,  by  giving  Charity  to  the  Bracb?nafis^  hy 
making  Pilgrimages,  by  readir^g  the  Ramagenam, 
by  celebrating  Fcltivals  to  the  Honour  of  the  Gods, 
i^c.  This  being  fo,  there  is  no  Perfon  in  the  Indies 
but  goes  out  of  this  World  laden  with  Merits^ 
and  without  the  Icaft  Stain  of  Sin.  Now,  if  there 
be  no  longer  any  Sins  to  expiate,  what  can  be  the 
Service  of  a  Metempfychofts  F 
If  the  hidiansy  dear  Monceca^  are  puzzled  to  ait- 
fwer  the  ObjecSUons  of  the  yefuits,  they  muft  be 
void  of  common  Senfe,  or  elfe  they  muft  know 
nothing  at  all  of  the  Do«£lrines  of  the  Nazarenc  Faith. 
I  will,  for  once  put  myfelf  in  the  Place  of  a  Brach^ 
man-y  and  I  fay  to  the  Miffionary,  '  Y)q^v  European y 

*  I  perceive  that  the  People  of  your  Country  blow 
'  hot  and  cold,  and  that  they  alternately  adopt  and 

*  re}e<^   certain  Cuftoms,.    according   as   they  are 

*  favourable  to  the  Opinions  which  they  endeavour 

*  to  prove.     You  condemn  ou r  Cuftom  of  pronoun- 

*  cing  the  Names  Chiva,  Rama,  Harigara.     You. 

*  fay,    that  becaufe  they  remit  Sins  all  Souls  muft 

*  go  to  Heaven,    and  never  return   again    to   the 

*  Earth.    J3ut  pray  tell  me  what's  tiie  Ule  of  Pwga^ 
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tory,  which  you  believe,  or  at  leaft  which  you  fajr 
you  beheve?  Your  fovereign  Pontiffs  have  found 
loooco  Expedients  by  the  Name  of  Indulgences, 
to  exempt  the  Nazarenes  from  it.  Of  thefe,  how 
many  d  fferent  Sorts  there  are  ?  Some  ferve  for 
3000  Years,  ethers  for  lOOOO;  nay,  there  are  fome 
which  clear  all  Scores,  and  thefe  are  as  eafy  to, be 
had  as  thofe  which  are  obtain'd  by  pronouncing 
the  Words  Chiva^  Rama^  Harigara,  The  Pon- 
tifFs  have  even  granted  Indulgences  to  the  j^'afliion 
of  bidding  Good-morrow*.  Every  Man  v.'ho 
fays  in  Italy  to  the  firil:  Perfon  that  he  meets  in 
the  Morning,  ^'la  Icaidata  Maria^  i.  e.  Praifed  be 
Mary^  gains  1000  Years  Indulgences;  and  he  that 
anfwers  Amen^  gains  500  Years  Indulgences. 
There  is  not  an  Italian  that  has  the  leaft  Spark  ^f 
Devotion  but  what  gives  40  Good-morrows  in  a 
Morning.  This  in  the  Style  of  Indulgences,  is 
40000  Years  of  Pardons,  exclufive  of  20000  which 
he  gets  by  anfwering  Amen  to  thofe  who  are  be- 
fore-hand with  him  in  pronouncing  this  happy  Lau- 
data.  Moreover,  the  Sins  of  the  Nazarenes  are 
cancell'd  by  v/aving  the  Arms  of  the  Priefts  and 
Friars  over  the  Plead,  by  giving  them  Prefents-, 
by  going  in  Pilgrimage  to  LorettOy  by  reading  the 
Lives  of  St.  Ignatius^  St.  Therefa^  and  St.  Dominic, 
and  by  celebrating, Feflivais  in  honour  of  theSaiDCs. 
This  being  the  Caie,  there 't.  not  one  of  *em  but 
what  departs  this  Life  with  Merit  in  abundance, 
and  without  the  leaft  Stain  of  Sin.  But  when  there 
are  no  more  Sins  to  attone  for,  of  what  Service  can 


*  That  Foreigners  and  Travellers  may  have  a  Share  in 
thefe  Indulgences,  there's  not  a  Cabaret,  i.  e.  Ta'vern  or 
ViSiuallingHoufe^  in  Italy,  bul  the  BuR  by  which  they  :.xe 
granted  is  fix'd  up  at  the  Door  :  And  Ca.re  has  been  iJaih 
JO  tranflate  it  from  the  Latin,  and  to  print  it  in  Lalian. 


*  Purgatory 


let.  97-     Ta^^  Jewish  Spy.  137 

Purgatory  be?  Explain  tome,  my dQ?,v  European^ 
what  'tis  good  for.  And  when  you  have  demon- 
ftrated  this  to  me,  I  will  draw  convincing  Proofs 
from  it  to  inforce  the  Neceflity  of  the  Metempfy- 
chofis.  No  doubt  you  will  tell  me  that  Indulgen- 
ces operate  no  further  than  as  they  are  obtain'd 
by  Perfons  who  are  in  a  State  of  Grace,  or  are 
fmcerelypenitent  for  all  theirSins ;  and  that  50COOO 
Laudato' s^  i^c,  will  not  give  one  Moment's  Ex- 
emption from  Pain  to  fuch  as  have  not  deferv'd 
the  EfF,'6l  of  the  Indulgence.  The  Cafe  is  the 
fame  with  the  Words  Chiava,  Rama,  Harigara. 
They  are  of  no  Service  farther  than  as  they  are 
pronouncM  by  Perfons,  who  have  a  fincere  Com- 
punction for  their  Faults.  Butfmcc  there  are  few 
that  are  fo,  the  Metempfychcfis  is  abfolutely  ne- 
ccfiliry.  You'll  afk,  perhaps,  of  what  Ufe  are 
thofe  Names,  fmce  they  are  of  no  EfEcacy  when 
they  are  not  pronounc'd  by  Perfons  that  are  truly 
forry  and  penitent  for  their  Faults,  and  fmce  Re- 
pentance alone  wipes  out  all  Crimes  ?  I  will  own, 
that  I  can't  comprehend  of  what  Ufe  they  can  be 
any  more  than  Indulgences ;  but  our  Priefts  afTure 
us  of  their  Power,  and  why  (hould  not  we  be  in 
the  right  to  believe  our  Heavenly  Guides,  fince 
you  think  it  your  Duty  to  give  Credit  to  yours  ? 
What  Preference  ouo-ht  to  be  q-iven  to  the  Lau- 
data^  i^c.  over  Chiava,  Rama,  Harigara,  can 
only  be  determin'd  by  knowing  whether  there  is 
a  greater  fecret  V^iitue  in  the  Difpolition  of  the 
Letters  in  the  firft  Words  than  in  the  latter.  As 
to  this  Difficultv,  I  think  you  have  no  Rcafon  to 
g;ive  me  that  is  more  evident  than  what  vou  af- 
fign'd  as  to  the  Caufe  of  Mens  Unhappinefs. 
Therefore  fince  I  am  pcrfuaded  that  the  Divine 
Being  could  not  take  Pleafure  in  making  Crea- 
tures unhappy,  and  fince  my  natural  Reafon  tells 
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*  me   this  would  be  contradi£lory  to  his  E/Tence, 

*  you'll  give  me  Leave,  my  dear  European^  to  be- 

*  lieve  that  Men  are  punifh'd  in  this  Life,  for  tlic 

*  IVanrgreffions  they  committed  in  a  former.  You 
'  will  alfo  have  the  Goodnefs  to  indulge  me  in  the 

*  Ufe  of  the  Chiava,    Rama^  Hartgara,  and  the 

*  washing  of  Sins  in  Rivers,  for  the  fake  of  the  pur- 
'  gative  Gefticulation,  and  the  indulgenced  Good- 

*  morrows,  of  which  you  have  my  free  Canfent  to 

*  remain  in  the  peaceable,  and  quiet  Poffellion.  ' 

I  can't  imagine,  dear  Monceca.,  what  Anfwer  a 
yefuit  can  make  to  an  Indian  that  flarts  thefe  Ob- 
je^ions  to  him.     He  could  have  no  Expedient  left 
but  to  have  recourfe  to  found  Philofophy,  to  make 
ufe  of  all  the  Difcoveries  which  the  great  Men  of 
thefe  later  Ages  have  made  concerning  the  Nature 
of  the  Souls  of  Men,  and  thofe  of  Beails^  and   to 
prove  by  excellent  phyfical  Reafons,  that  the  A^e- 
tempfycho/ts  is  repugnant  to  the  Eflence  of  Things  ; 
that  by  Confequence  there  can  be   no  fuch  thing ; 
that  there  is  but  a  certain  Number  of  Souls  ;  thaS 
therefore    it  would  fometimcs   happen   either   that 
there  would  be  Bodies  wanting  Souls,  or  Souls  dcfti- 
tute  of  Bodies;  becaufe  it  is  contrary  to  the  Effence 
and  to  the  Order  eftabJifh'd  in  Things,  to  endeavour- 
to  fix  the  Number  of  Children  that  are  to  be  born, 
fince  this  depends  on  the  Free-will  granted  to  Man- 
kind.    This  gives   a  fair  Occafion,  dear  Monacal 
for  enforcing  the   Axiom  of  Mallehranche ;     That- 
God  a£is  always,   by  the  fimphfi  Methods.     But  a 
yefuit  had  rather  argue  weakly  than  be  under  any 
Obligation  to  a  Cartefian  Philofopher,  and  efpecially 
to  a  Cartefian  Orator.     If  Des  Cartes^  or  Locke^  had 
been  Members  of  the  Society,  their  Writings  would 
have  been  explainM  at  this  Day,  in  the  College  of 
Lewis  le  Grand  ;  and  if  Bourdakue  had  been  a  Be- 
nsdi^in^    ev-en    the    Lay-brethrcia   of  tlie   Jefuits- 

would- . 


Let.  98.     T/?'^  Jewish  Spy.  139 

would  critlcife  his  Sermons   with  Impudence  and 
Impunity. 

Farewell,  dear  Momeca\  live  content  and  happy; 
and  may  the  God  of  our  Fathers  crown  thee  with 
Profperity. 


LETTER     XCVIIL 

From   Isaac   On  is,    m  Egypt,    to  Aa- 
ron  M  o  N  c  E  c  A,   m  Flanders. 

A  Voyage  I  have  made  up  the  A7/^,  dear  Monceca^ 
"^^  hinder'd  mc  from  anfwerinj  thy  Letters  fooner, 
of  which  I  found  feveral  at  my  Return  to  Cairo^  that 
save  me  infinite  Plcafure  ;  fo  that  I  read  them  feve- 
ral  times  over,  and  the  oftener  1  perus'd  them,  the 
more  I  difcover'd  in  them  of  Amufement  and  In- 
ftruftion.  An  Arabian^  with  whom  I  have  fcrap'd 
an  Acquaintance  in  this  Country,  and  who  was  mf 
Fellow-Traveller,  has  concciv'd  a  real  Efteem  for 
thee,  upon  fome  of  thy  Letters  that  I  fhew'd  to 
him.  He  agrees,  that  'tis  impofiible  to  acquire  the 
Wifdom  which  the  Philofophers  courted  with  fo 
much  Care,  but  by  a  profound  Study  of  the  Heart 
of  Man ;  and  of  this  there's  no  knowing  the  fccret 
Receffes,  but  bv  examinino;  it  under  divers  P^orm$. 
1  here's  a  prodi2;ious  Difference  between  the  Sen- 
timents of  the  Egyptian^  and  thofe  of  a  Parifwn.  They 
are  both  indeed  agitated  by  the  principal  Paffions  com- 
mon to  all  A'lankind  ;  but  thefe  affume  fo  many  diffe- 
rent Forms  in  their  Hearts,  and  they  produce  F,fFc6ls 
fo  different,  that  there's  no  knowing  of  Men  in  the 
genera],  by  the  Idea  only  of  the  Manners  of  a  fmgle 


Nation. 


A  Sicilian* 


140  777<?  J  EwisH  Spr.     Let.  5)8. 

A  Sicilian  who  was  never  Out  Meffma^  or  a  Ma- 
hometan that  never  ftirr'tl  out  of  Conjianiinofie^  fancy 
Adultery  to  be  a  horrible  Crime,  and  a  thing  to 
which  the  Mind  of  Man  could  never  incline  vo- 
luntarily. Ccnfequently  they  are  ignorant  to  what 
Lengths  the  Caprice  and  ftrange  Fancies  of  Men 
«vill  run  :  For  if  they  had  been  in  many  Countries j 
they  would  know,  that  by  the  Laws  of  feveral  Na- 
tions Women  are  common. 

'Tis  not  only  in  our  Time  that  we  find  whole 
Nations  living  after  the  manner  of  Beafts,  and  having 
to  do  with  one  another,  without  Diftin6lion  §. 
'  The  Aufes^  fays  Herodotus  f ,  have  no  Women 
^  in  particular,  but   they  aflbciate  with  all  indlfFe- 

*  rently,  after  the  manner  of  Beafts.     The  Men 

*  aflemble  together  every  3  Months  ;  and  when  the 

*  Children  are  grown  up  under  their  Mothers,  to  be 
'  ftrong  enough  to  go  alone,  they  are  carry 'd  to  this 
^  AfTembly,  and  the  Men  to  whom  they  firft  addrefs 

*  themfelves  are  reputed  their  Fathers.* 

Is  not  this  a  fine  Proof  of  Legitimacy  ?  But  really 
as  ridiculous  as  this  Cuflom  is,  I  {hould  prefer  it  to 
the  barbarous  Law  of  the  Nazarenes^  which  pro- 
fcribes  Men  from  the  Moment  they  draw  Breath, 
and  condemns  them  by  the  Name  of  Bajlardsy  to 
perpetual  Infamy.  Is  there  any  thing  fo  contrary  to 
Nature  as  the  Cuftom  which  has  introduc'd  a  Differ- 
ence betv/een  the  legitimate  and  illegitimate  Chil- 
dren, as  if  the  one  had  not  a  Father  as  well  as  the 
other,  and  as  if  both  were  not  capable  of  having 
the  fame  Virtues,  and  of  being  alike  ufeful  to  Sa- 
ciety  ? 

.   1  think  the  Laws  of  the  Mahometans  much  more 
reafonable  than  thofe  of  the  Nazarenes  y  for  tiiey 

§  Peter  de  la  Fa  Iky   Tofne  I.  p.  140. 
f  Hillory  of  Herodotus,  lib.  iv.  p.   313. 
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don't  put  a  Father  under  a  Neceflity  of  rendring  his 
Child  unhappy  ;  and  a  Son  born  of  a  Circaj/ian  Wo- 
man  is  upon  as  good  a  Footing  as  one  whofe 
Another  is  a  ^urk  or  an  Egyptian. 

Laws  are  only  good  and  juft  as  far  as  they  are  con- 
formable to  the  Law  of  Nature,  from  whence  they 
all  ought  to  flow,  as  from  their  firft  Principle.  There 
is  not  a  more  able  Lav/ver  than  that  internal  Senti- 
ment within  us,  which  the  Divine  Being  has  cngrav'd 
in  our  Hearts,  in  Characters  that  are  indelible  f . 
Be  a  Legiflator  ever  fo  learned,  he  forfeits  my  Efteem 
for  him  from  the  Moment  that  he  introduces 
Cuftoms  and  Rules  contrary  to  the  Maxims  of  the 
Law  of  Nature  ;  and  I  look  upon  his  Arguments 
as  thofe  of  a  fubtle  Sophift,  that  tend  to  obfcure  the 
Truth,  and  to  fmother  Reafon. 

If,  by  this  Principle,  we  examine  all  the  Laws 
that  have  been  made  to  profcribe  certain  innocent 
Creatures  from  their  very  Birth,  we  (hall  find  them 
not  only  abfurd,  but  even  contrary  to  Humanity. 
AV^hat !  a  Father  has  a  Child,  whom  he  acknow- 
ledges to  be  his  own,  and  that  he  gave  him  Birth  ; 
and  forfooth,  becaufe  his  Mother  did  not  join  in 
certain  Ceremonies  tov^hich  Alen  have  been  pleas'd 
to  give  the  Name  of  Marriage,  the  Son,  when 
grown  up,  muft  be  lock'd  upon  as  infamous ;  the 
Love  of  his  Parents  fhall  be  charg'd  to  him  as  a 
capital  Crime,  and  he  muft  not  fhare  the  Honours 
of  a  civil  Life  !  Tho'  it  has  been  endeavour'd  to  re- 
pair this  Injuftice  in  Part,  by  Legitimation.,  yet  the 
verv  Perfons  whofe  Misfortunes  they  thereby  endea- 
vour to  diminilh,  will  be  deem'd  inferior  to  the  Ge- 

"^  Confcientiay  fays  Tertullian,  po^^J^  obumbrariy  quia 
non  eji  Dcus  ',  extingui  non  poteji,  quia  a  Deo  eji :  i.  e. 
Confcience  may  be  obfcur'd,  becaufe  it  is  not  God  ;  but 
cannot  be  quite  extinguifn'd,  becaufe  it  is  from  God. 

nerality 
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nerality  of  Mankind.  Therefore  'tis  one  of  the 
greateft  Miftakes  of  the  human  Underftanding ;  I 
much  rather  prefer  the  Cuftom  of  the  Aufes^  who 
firft  of  all  acknowledge  their  Children  to  be  the  Re- 
public's in  general,  and  then  leave  it  to  their  Inftinc^ 
to  decide  the  Choice  of  their  refpe<Sl:ive  Fathers. 

If  we  go  Ijack  to  the  primitive  Ages,  we  fhall 
find  that  the  Patriarchs  made  no  manner  of  Differ- 
ence between  the  Children  born  of  their  Wives  or 
their  Concubines,  yacoh  after  having  marry'd  two 
Sifters,  had  Children  by  two  Concubines  of  their  own 
procuring;  yet  we  don't  find  that  the  Patriarch  made 
any  Difference  between  his  Children.  They  were 
all  alike  Heads  of  Tribes ;  and  we  that  are  defcended 
from  thofe  Tribes  have  retain'd  the  wife  Cuftom  of 
not  branding  thofe  Children  with  Infamy  that  we 
iiave  by  our  Mifireffes:  But  the  great  Acquaintance 
wl^fich  we  have  c.ontra£led  in  fome  Countries  with 
the  Nazarcnes^  has  in  a  manner  communicated  fome 
of  their  Prejudices  to  feveral  of  our  Brethren. 

How  different  foever  be  the  Opinions  of  certain 
People,  as  to  the  Condition  of  Children  born  of 
Concubines,  we  fhall  find  them  much  more  oppofite 
to  one  another  in  feveral  other  Cuftoms.  How 
would  a  jealous  Italian  reconcile  himfelf  to  the  Ce- 
remonies us'd  at  the  Marriages  of  the  N^famoms^  a 
People  of  Libya  ?    '  The  firlf  Night  of  their  Wed- 

*  ding,  fays  Herodotus,  the  Bride  goes  round  to  all 

*  that  were  at  the  Fejifl:  to  lie  with  her ;  and  when 

*  every  one  has  enjoy 'd  her,  he  gives  her  a  Prefent*.* 
I  don't  believe .  that  a  jealous  Sicilian  could  eafily 
conform  to  this  Ceremony,  "and  that  he  would  chufe 
to  get  a  very  confiderable  Fortune  upon  fuch 
Terms.  Neverthelefs  this  Fafhion,  which  appears 
lb  extraordinary  to  us,  is  flill  the  Cuflom,  at  leafl 

*  The  Hillory  of  Herfdotus,  lib.  iv.  p.  310. 
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in  fome  meafure,  among  the  favage  Nations  of 
Ameiiica  *  ;  and  thofe  very  People  who  fcem  to  have 
fuch  wild  Notions,  have  feveral  other  Cuftoms  how- 
ever, which  are  worthy  of  the  nioft  civilized  and 
beft  difciplin'd  Republics,  Tlie  antient  Nafamenes^ 
whom  1  Ixive  been  treating  of,  had  fo  great  an 
Efteem  for  Virtue,  that  when  they  took  an  Oath, 
they  always  laid  their  Hand  upon  the  Tombs  of 
fuch  as  they  reckon'd  the  Men  of  the  greateil  Jufticc 
and  Honour  f. 

If  it  be  in  thy  Power,  dear  Monceca,  account  for 
this  Oddnefs  of  Condu(5l;  reconcile,  if  thou  canft, 
fuch  wife  Notions  with  the  Extravagance  of  make- 
ing  a  new  marry'd  Woman  lie  with  all  the  Men 
that  were  at  her  Wedding.  I  am  certain,  dear 
Monceca^  that  after  thou  halT:  duly  reflected  on  fuch 
extraordinary  Behaviour,  thou  wilt  confefs  that  'tis 
impofiible  to  know  to  what  Point  Men  may  carry 
their  Errors  and  their  Prejudices;  and  that  'tis  ab- 
folutely  neceflary  for  a  Man'W'ho  would  have  a  juft 
Idea  of  their  Tempers,  and  ftrange  Inclinations,  to 
travel  to  the  moft  diftant  Countries,  and  ftudy  Man- 
kind in  the  Manners  and  Cuftoms  of  the  moft  dif- 
fering Nations.  By  this  means  one  attains  to  the 
Knowlege  of  what  all  the  Reflections  in  the  WorW 
cannot  teach  a  Perfon  that  never  went  abroad.  ' Tis 
true,  that  a  Scholar  who  keeps  clofe  to  his  Study, 
and  takes  care  to  inform  himfelf,  has  the  Afliitance 
of  Books  that  were  v^^ritten  by  Travellers :  But  ne- 
verthelefs,  he  can't  by  all  his  Reading  know  fo  much 
as  he  who  has  feen  thofe  Countries  of  which  he  gives 
the  Defcription.  I  look  upon  a  Man  of  Learning, 
who  is  acquainted  with  the  Manners  of  People 
hy  his  Travels,  in  the  fame  Light  as  I  do  a  fkilful 

-  *  The  Voyages  of  Peter  della  Valle,  Tome  I,  p.  1 1  o. 
•j-Hiilory  of  Herodotus^  lib.  iv.  p.  310. 
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Painter  that  always  draws  from  the  Life ;  whereas 
he  who  has  no  Information  but  what  he  gets  from 
Books,  is  hke  him  that  copies  after  Plates  which  are 
often  incorredl. 

When  fome  Years  have  been  fpent  in  travelling 
thro'  the  feveral  Countries,  'tis  neceffkry  for  a  Per- 
fon  who  would  reap  any  confidcrable  Benefit  from 
the  Things  which  he  has  (ecn,  to  make  Refle6lions 
upon  certain  Particulars  which  often  made  Icfs  Im- 
prefTion  upon  us  than  fome  others,  bccaufe  we  were 
prepofiefs'd  with  them  before  we  travell'd,  but  do 
neverthtlcfs  point  out  the  Manners  and  Ways  of 
Thinking  of  fuch  Nations.  So  when  a  Frenchman 
go.es  to  Conftant'mople^  he  feldom  gives  much  Atten- 
tion to  the  Ufe  of  the  Plurality  of  Wives.  He  knew 
before,  when  he  was  in  France,  that  the  Turks  had 
Seraglio's.  He  will  be  more  curious  to  inform  him- 
felf  of  certain  Particulars  relating  to  the  Infide  of 
thefe  Seraglio's,  and  which  fcarce  ferve  any  farther 
for  his  InffruiSlion  than  to  make  him  ferioufly  refledl 
upon  what  may  have  induc'd  the  Mahometans  to  take 
feveral  Wives,  and  to  compare  their  Arguments 
with  thofc  of  the  Nazare7ieSy  who  are  allow'd  but 
one. 

'Tis  certain  that  a  Philofopher,  who  without  Pre- 
judice examines  the  Cuftomsof  the  Turks,  and  thofe 
of  the  Nazarenes,  Vv^'ll  find  thofe  of  the  former  much 
more  agreeable  to  Reafon,  as  to  what  relates  to  the 
Multiplicity  of  Wives,  and  the  Divorce  of  thofe 
that  they  have  any  Caufe  to  complain  of.  The  Ma- 
hometans have  made  a  Ceremony  of  Marriage,  which 
ferves  to  render  Man  happy  three  different  Ways. 
They  may,  according  to  their  Law,  have  three- 
Wives  ;  the  firft  may  ferve  to  bring  them  Kindred  3; 
and  as  the  Women  that  they  marry  for  the  fake  of 
having  their  Protection,  feldom  bring  Fortunes  with 
'em,  they  find  in  the  fecond  the  Wealth  that  was 

wanting 


Lct.pS.     jT/^^  Jewish  Spy.  1^5- 

wanting  in  the  Fir  ft.  Finally,  they  may  in  the  Third 
only  gratify  their  Tafle  ;  and  after  having  taken  care 
of  getting  Fortunes  and  Protedlion,  follow  theDefires 
of  their  own  Hearts. 

If  A'larriage  is  only  a  Band  between  two  Perfons  of 
diiTercnt  Sexes,  in  order  for  their  living  happv,  and 
being  ufeful  to  Society,  three  Fourths  of  the  Mar- 
riages of  the  Na%arcnes  are  Matches  as  pernicious 
to  the  public  Good , as  they  are  chargeable  to  thofc  that 
form'd  them.  When  a  Woman  is  barren,  fli^  and 
her  Hufband  become  in  fome  Aleafure  ufelefs  to  the 
State.  By  a  Law  which  is  abfurd  and  fenfelefb,  a 
Hufband  is  punifh'd  without  having  deferv'd  it,  for 
the  Offences  of  his  Wife.  He  rhuft  not  hope  to  enjoy 
the  comfortable  Name  of  Father  whilfl  flie  lives. 
After  this,  ought  we  to  wonder  at  the  bad  Conduct 
of  the  Nazarenes^  and  the  criminal  Exceflcs  of  which 
fome  of  them  are  guilty  ? 

If  it  were  allow'd  in  France^  England^  Germany^ 
&c.  for  a  Man  to  marry  a  fecond  Wife  when  the  firlt 
is  incapable  of  being  a  Mother,  or  to  divorce  her 
when  her  Temper  does  not  fuit  with  his,  how  many 
extravagant  Debaucheries,  and  horrid  Crimes,  ml^-ht 
be  avoided  ?  for  then  two  Perfons,  who  perliaps 
Wifli  one  another  dead,  and  cannot  bear  with  each 
other,  would  be  permitted  to  feek  oth-:;rs  with 
whom  they  might  live  more  cordially. 

The  Nqzarenes  not  only  condemn  Divorce,  but 
even  Polygamy,  as  a  very  great  Crime.  I  can't 
imagine  upon  what  they  found  the  Cuftom  of  having 
but  one  Wife,  and  how  they  can  think  the  Deity  is 
offended  by  the  Plurality  of  Wives.  'Tisa  Cuftom 
which  they  have  deriv'd  from  the  Pa!2;ans  *,  and 
which  they  have  compellM  us  to  fubmit  to  in  the 
Countries  v/here  they  arc  the  Mafters.     For  amon<^ 

*  The  old  Romans. 
Vol.  III.  H  the 
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the  Ifraelites  our  Forefatliers,  the  Plur  -li^y  of  Wives 
was  always  tolerated  as  ufcful,  not  only  tc  private 
Perfons,  but  alfo  to  the  Republic.  The  hiazarenes 
believe  our  facred  Books  :  Why  then  do  they  oppofe 
thofe  Cuftoms  which  they  there  find  authoriz'd  by 
the  greateft  Men  ?  Did  not  Jacob  take  two  Sifters 
in  Marriage  at  the  fame  rime  j  and  had  not  he 
moreover  two  Concubines  ?  David  the  Royal  Pro- 
phet, .whofe  facred  Hymns  are  fung  with  a  loud 
Voice  in  all  the  Temples  of  the  Nazarenes^  whe- 
ther Papifts  or  Reformed,  made  choice  of  a  young 
Woman  in  the  laft  Days  of  his  Life  that  were  de- 
voted to  Repentance  ;  and  the  Number  of  Concu- 
bines which  his  Son  SoIomGn  had  was  equal  to  his 
Wealth.  He  was  the  richeft  Prince  of  his  Time 
in  Gold  and  Silver  ;  and  in  his  Palace  was  the  greateft 
Number  of  Women.  I  know,  dear  Mo'nceca^  that 
we  don't  give  into  the  Superftition  of  the  Nazarenes^ 
and  th^i.t  with  us,  who  are  ft f  161:  Obfervers  of  the 
Law  of  A<fofes,  Adultery  is  the  only  amorous  Plea- 
fure  that  we  are  forbid  to  take  ;  but  neverthelefs 
w^e  are  forc'd  to  fubmit,  and  we  have  in  a  manner 
adopted  the  Cuftom  of  the  Nazarenes, 

Farewell,  dear  MoJiceca  ;  and  live  content  and 
bappy. 


LETTER 
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LETTER     XCIX. 

Fro?n  Aaron  Monceca,  ai  A]X  la 
Chapel  le,  to  Isaac  Onis,  a  Car  ait  e^ 
at  Cairo,  formerly  Rabbi  at  Conilan- 
tinople. 

Efore  I  went  to  Holland^  I  was  willing  to  fee 
Liege  and  Aix  la  Chapelk^  two  neighbouring 
Towns  \\\  Brahant^  which  I  was  afTur'd  were  worth 
a  Traveller's  Obrervation  ;  and  I  am  net  forry  that 
I  have  l^ent  ten  or  twelve  Days  in  fatisfying  my 
Curiofitv. 

Liege  is  a  very  large  and  populous  City,  adorn'd 
with  Tome  fine  Buildings,  tho'  they  are  not  many. 
The  Pontiff  is  the  Sovereign  of  it,  and  his  Clero-v 
{hare  with  him  in  the -Authority.  Heretofore  this 
Chapter  con-fifted  oF  the  firft  Noblemen  in  Europe  : 
And  there  was  not  a  Canon  (wiiich  is  a  Name  that 
the  Nazarenes  give  to  ceitain  Priefls)  but  what 
was  of  fomc  eminent  Fiimily.  When  that  (overci2;ii 
Pontiff  of  Rome^  call'd  Innocent  II.  crownM  the 
Empero^'  Lotharms^  the  Canons  that  were  at  that 
Ceremony  were,  for  the  moft  part,  of  Royal  Ex- 
traction. There  were  among  them  nine  Sons  of 
Kings,  fourteen  Sons  of  Dukes  who  were  fove- 
leign  Princes,  twenty-nine  Counts  of  the  Holy  Em- 
pire, and  eight  Barons.  All  thofe  Lords  and  Princes 
are  now  mctamorphosM  into  mean  Burghers  ;  and 
as  foon  as  a  Man  is  dubbed  a  Do6torof  the  Univer- 
lity  0."*"  LoHvaitiy  he  may  be  admitted  a  Canon  of 

H  2  Liege, 
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Licgc^  and  a  Member  of  its  fovereign  Council. 
'Tis  true  that  he  has  only  the  Prerogative  of  com- 
manding the  wickedeft  People  in  the  Univcrfe  ;  the 
NcopDlltan  Populace  being  very  referv*d,  and  very 
regular,  v^'ith  regard  to  that  of  Liege.  They  both  de- 
fer ve  alike  to  be  the  Neighbours  of  Mount  Fefuvius  ; 
and  fome  Earthquakes  would  do  as  much  good  to 
the  Liegeois  as  to  the  Neapolitans  :  For  be  the  former 
ever  fo  wicked,  yet  they  pretend  they  have  a  Num- 
ber of  Prote6lors  in  the  Deities  Prefence,  who,  in 
Confideration  of  fo  many  Pounds  of  Incenfe  and 
Wax  per  Ann.  eafily  procure  them  the  Pardon  of 
their  Crimes.  Thefe  Prote£lors  come  fometimes 
to  vifit  them,  and  to  fliew  them  what  Mines  of  Coal 
there  are  in  the  Earth.  One  of  the  Saints  who  had 
in^  Care  of  the  Affairs  of  the  Liegeois  in  Charge 
at  the  Court  of  Heaven,  enter'd  the  City  upon  a 
certain  Day,  in  the  Habit  of  a  Pilgrim  j  and  after 
lie  had  beckon'd  to  one  of  the  Burghers  to  follow 
iJm,  and  difcover'd  a  Mine  to  him,  he  vanifh'd. 
He  thereby  did  great  Service  to  the  Liegeois  ,  for 
ilnce  the  Difcovery  of  thofe  Mines,  a  great  many 
Armourers  have  fettled  in  the  Country,  where  they 
carry  on  a  very  confiderable  Trade.  The  Coal 
extracted  from  thefe  Mines  is  called  Houille^  from 
a  certain  Farrier,  called  Prudhomme  le  Houilkux  ; 
to  whom  ^  the  Guardian  Saint  of  the  Liegeois  2idi- 
drefs'd  himfelf.  But  as  to  the  Burghers  and  Nobles 
here,  they  are  as  valuable  as  the  Vulgar  are  defpife- 
:;ble  ;  for  they  are  polite,  and  ready  to  do  good 
Offices.  The  Manners  of  the  one  are  quite  diffe- 
rent from  thofe  of  the  other  :  So  that  when  I  fpeak 
to  thee  of  the  Liegeois^  I  mean  the  People  in  ge- 
neral. 

The  Inhabitants  of  Jix  la  Cbapel/e,  from  v/hence 
1  now  write  to  thee,  are  much  more  civil  and 
•©urtsous.     This  is  a  large   City,    and  flilJ    very 

beauti- 
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beautiful  ;  tho'  it  has  loft  part  of  its  Luftre  by  fe- 
vcral  P'ires,  by  which  it  was  twice  or  thrice  alinoft 
intirely  deftroy*d.  After  it  had  been  dcmolilh'd  and 
fack'd  by  Attlla^  'twas  rebuilt  by  Charlemagne^  v.'ho 
declar'd  it  the  Capital  of  Gallia  Tranfalpina^  and 
chofe  it  for  the  Place  of  his  ordinary  Refidence. 
He  caufed  the  great  Church  to  be  built,  in  wliich 
he  lies  interred  ;  and  his  Tomb  is  flill  to  be  feen 
there.  I  have  been  pofitively  afiured  by  fome  Na- 
%arenes^  that  at  the  time  of  the  Dedication  of  th:s 
Church,  two  Pontiffs,  who  had  been  a  long  time  in 
their  Graves,  took  the  Trouble  of  rifmg  again,  to 
be  Witneffes  of  this  auguft  Ceremony.  They  fct 
out  from  Heaven  betimes  in  the  Morning,  arriv'J 
about  nine  of  the  Clock  at  A'lx  la  Chapelle^  affifted 
at  the  Divine  Service,  dined  with  all  the  Prelates 
whom  Chark'tnagne  had  invited  that  Day  to  a  fump- 
tupus  Feaft  ;  and  fet  out  again  about  four  of  the 
Clock  in  'the  Afternoon  for  Heaven  ;  wliere  they 
arriv'd  juft  at  (hutting  the  Gate.  This  is  travelling 
to  fome  Purpofe  ! 

Thefe  Things  ought  not  to  aftonifh  thee,  dear 
Ifaac  \  for  the  Nazarenes  give  out  Stories  that  are 
yet  more  abfurd.  'I "hey  fay,  lliat  in  a  certain 
Cheft,  which  is  preferv'd  in  the  Church  of  Jix  la 
Chapelle^  they  have  the  very  Manna  that  fell  from 
Heaven  into  the  Defart,  for  the  Nourirnment  of  tl.* 
Ifraelitcs ;  and  the  Leaves  and  Blollbms  of  Aaron\ 
Rod,  which  flouriOi'd  miraculoufly  in  the  Taber- 
nacle. If  any  ©ne  of  our  Rabbies  had  wrote,  that, 
fuch  Relics  are  kept  in  a  certain  Synagogue  of  tlvjs 
Levant^  how  many  Banters  Tnould  not  we  hav«- 
been  fubje6l  to,  and  what  Lafhes  (hould  we  not 
have  felt  from  a  Pofle  of  Nazarene  Doctors  } 
What  have  they  not  faid,  and  perhaps  with  Reafofi 
too,  concerning  many  things  that  there  are  in  the 
Talmud?  Tho'  I  don't  believe  there  is  ajiy  thing  ex- 
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traordinary  in  that  Work,  which  the  fcnfible  Part  of 
the  Jews  Avallow  without  certain  Reftridlions,  and 
witliout  g'ving  it  fome  Explanations  which  e.tcuic 
the  Text  in  Places  where  it  feems  to  be  faulty. 

The  Manna  in  the  Defart,  and  Aaron's  Buds^ 
are  not  the  or'y  remarkable  Things  that  are  fhewn 
in  this  Country.  There's  a  furpriiing  Quantity  of 
little  Splinters  of  Bones,  Locks  of  Hair,  and  Shreds 
of  Stuffs,  in  Cafes  of  Gold  and  Silver  ;  which  are 
held  in  fuch  Veneration,  that  fome  of  them  are 
ient  f^:om  hence  to  do  Honour  to  the  Coronation 
of  the  Emperors.  The  Alagiftrate  of  the  City  car- 
ries thefe  venerable  Scraps,  in  Ceremony,  from  one 
End  of  Ger?na7iy  to  the  other,  together  with  the 
Sword  and  Beit  of  Charlemagne  ;  which  is  not  one 
of  the  moft  inconfiderable  Relics  of  this  Place. 
The  Emperors  were  formerly  crown'd  at  Alx  la 
ChapeUe  ',  and  moiko^ Charlemagne'' s  SuccefTors  chofe 
alfo  to  be  crown'd  here.  At  length  Charles  IV  abib- 
lutely  fettled  this  Affair  by  one  of  the  Conftitutions 
of  the  Golden  Bull ;  wherein  it  was  ordain'd.  That 
the  Emperors  fhould  be  firft  crown'd  here  ;  but  'tis 
not  fo  now.  And  the  ordy  Ceremony  which  is  ftill 
kept  up  is,  that  fome  Perfon  is  deputed  to  the  Ma- 
giilrates,  to  give  them  Advice  of  an  approaching 
Eleclion,  to  the  end  that  tbey  may  fend  the  Impe- 
rial 0,rna?T'€i't5  and  Relics  that  I  have  mentioned  to 
tiiee.  After  this,  the  Emperor,  in  whatfoever  Place 
he  be  crown'd,  declares.  That  particular  Reafons 
hinder'd  him  from  repairing  to  Jix  la  Chapelle  ;,  and 
that  he  does  not  thereby  propofe  to  infringe  the 
Prerogative  of  this  City,  or  to  deprive  it  of  its 
Privileges.  This  done,  the  Emperor  is  flyled  a  Canon 
of  yf:.r,  and  is  fworn  as  fuch  on  the  Day  of  his  Co' 
location.  Then  the  Magiflrate  carries  back  the 
Belt,  the  Sword,  and  all  the  miraculous  Tackle  -, 
which,  is,  every  bi v  oi  i.t   ret^lac^  in   the  Vellry  of 
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the  Church  ;  where  the  Curious  may  not  fee  it  with- 
out Money  5  And  tho'  Iicneft  Charlemagne  hias  been 
now  dead  above  nine  hundred  Years  ;  yet  his  Bones 
and  his  Garments  have  iiiil  the  Power  cf  exa^iting 
a  Fee  from  the  Purfes  of  all  Strangers. 

I  wonder  that,  among  fo  many  facred  Relics  of 
Antiquity,  they  have  not  the  Club  of  that  honeft 
PontiiF  Turp'in^  fo  well  known  in  the  antient  Chro- 
nicles of  Charlemagne.  The  Plead  of  that  excellent 
Nag  of  his  Nephew  RciarJ.^  might  alfo  have  grace- 
fully had  a  Place  there,  tho'  it  was  not  endued  witli 
the  Talent  of  the  Fairies,  like  to  Rcnauas  ;  for 
Ariojlo  and  Boyardo  have  fhiftcd  him  into  \o  muny 
different  Flands,  that.  It  would  have  been  too  difH  • 
cult  to  have  made  .  the  Piece  appear  to  be  genuine 
and  real  j  whereas  hcneft  Roland  lofl  his  Horfc 
but  once,  and  found  it  as  luckilv  ngain,  as  Sam  ho 
Pancha  did  his  Afs.  This  fame  Roland  was  very  for  - 
tunate  in  hnding  what  he  had  loft  j  (ex  h.ls  Coufi!\ 
Jjhlphus  brouglit  him  hack  his  good  Scnfe,  wliicji 
was  carefully  preferv'd  in  a  Bottle  in  Paiadife, 
and  delivered  to  him  by  St.  ydm^  \\\m  his  owu 
Hands,  If  th^e  good  Senfe  of  every  Nazarcn<\ 
wliofe  Brains  are  evaporated,  were  to  be  bottled  u|v 
in  Paradife,  all  the  Glafs-houfes  in  the  World  would 
not  be  fufficient  to  furnifli  the  celeftial  Manfioji 
with  Cafes  to  hold  it*  And  none  but  a  fupreme* 
Power  can  operate  fo  great  a  Miracle. 

Tho'  Aix  la  Chapelk  is  a  great  Gainer  by  the 
Ccncourfe  of  Isa^arene  Votaries  that  come  to  fee 
its  Relics  ;  yet  its  hot  Baths,  which  are  reckon'd 
good  for  the  moft  defperate  Difeafes,  are  Trea- 
fures  to  this  City  which  are  much  more  confi- 
derable  ;  for  a  Multitude  of  Valetudinarians  flock 
to  them  every  Year  from  the  four  Parts  of  the 
World,  in  hopes  of  finding  thefe  Pools  as  effica- 
c  ous  ahnali  as  that  of  the  fainpus  Temple,    which 
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will  never  be  refloiM  till  our  Deliverer  comes  upon 
Earth. 

The  Inhabitants  of  tills  City  are  courteous  and 
poHte,  but  very  fuperftitious  :  They  formerly  permit- 
ted the  Reformed  Naza regies  the  free  Exercife  of  their 
Religion  j  but  they  have  now  intirely  fupprefs'd  it.  It 
v/as  not  done  without  the  fhedding  of  much  Blood  ;. 
but  at  length  the  Papifts  overpower'd  their  Adver- 
farles,  and  are  now  the  fole  Mafters  of  the  City, 
its  Offices  and  Churches.  I  fhould  have  been  glad 
to  have  flay'd  here  a  few  Days  longer  ;  but  my 
Affairs  require  me  in  Holland  ;  fo  that  I  cannot  be 
the  Spedlator  of  what  would  be  a  charming  Sight 
for  a  Philofcpher :  'Tis  a  famous  Proceffion,  where- 
in a  Coloflal  Figure  is  carry 'd,  to  which  they  give 
the  Name  of  Charlemagne,  'Tis  accompany'd  with 
many  other  Extravagancies  ;  and  all  the  Apparatus, 
of  this  P'eftival  is  direded  by  Folly. 

As  to  thefe  Proceffions  made  by  the  Nazarenes^ 
while  I  was  at  Paris,  the  Chevalier  de  Maifin  told 
jne  the  Particulars  of  one  of  thofe  pious  Peram- 
bulations of  which  he  was  an  Eye-witnefs,  in 
a  Tour  that  he  made  to  Provence.  He  told  me,, 
that  at  A'lx,  the  Capital  of  that  Country,  he  faw 
a  Proceflicn  which  was  begun  by  a  Company  of 
Chair-men,  or  Peafants  drefsM  in  a  long  black 
Gown,  encompaffed  with  little  Bells,  having  their 
Heads  covered  with  a  fort  of  Pafte-board-Head- 
pieces  reprefenting  the  Figure  of  a  Devil  with  long 
Horns.  They  carry  a  Fork  with  which  they  hold 
up  the  Train  of  a  She-devil,  who  walks  in  the 
Centre  of  them,  with  a  Comb  in  one  Hand,  and  a 
Looking-glafs  in  the  other.  The  infernal  Lady,  be- 
ing extremely  raodefl,  and  not  caring  to  have  her 
Petticoats  turn'd  up,  guards  againft  it  in  fuch  a  Man- 
ner as  excites  both  the  Admiration  and  the  Mirth 
of  the  Populace.  After  thefe  Devils,  follow  a  Num- 
ber 
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ber  of  fuch  Mafqueradcrs,  the  Subjects  of  which 
are  borrowed  from  our  facred  Books.  For  In- 
ftance :  There's  a  Mofes,  who  carries  the  Tables  of 
the  Law ;  and  a  Rabble  of  IJraelites^  worfhippin^ 
the  golden  Calf.  One  of  thefe  Mafqueraders  lets 
ofF  a  Piftol,  at  which  all  the  idolatrous  ^ews  fall 
down  as  dead ;  and  as  they  who  a6l  thefe  Parts  ha\'e 
nothing  on  but  their  Shirts  and  Mafks,  they  throw 
themfelves  into  the  Mud  in  the  midft  of  the  Ken.« 
nels  ;  and  the  more  they  expofe  of  their  naked 
Backfides,  the  more  do  they  excite  Laughter  and 
Curiofity. 

-  Among  thefe  Reprefentations,  which  the  InhaKt- 
ants  of  Provence  call  Sacred  Gaines^  there's  a  ftrap- 
ping  Porter  drefs'd  like  a  Woman,  who  reprefcnts 
the  Q^ieen  of  Shcha  going  to  vifit  Solo?nGn.  They 
affe61:  to  give  this  Princcfs  a  very  large  Rump ;  and 
her  Merit  depends  on  the  Dimenfion  of  her  Bum. 

Immediately  behind  her  broad  A — fe,  comes  aiii 
Italian^  to  whom  they  give  the  Name  of  Duke  Ur- 
ban^ attended  by  all  his  Court,  confiiling  of  a  Num- 
ber of  Peafants  in  the  Apparel  of  both  Sexes.  Fhis 
laft  Mafquerade  would  be  the  moil:  antic  of  all,  if 
the  Monks  did  not  follow  it,  who  walk  two  a-breft^ 
and  are  moll  of  them  drefled  even  more  ridiculoufly 
than  the  Mafks  that  go  before  them.  The  ProcefTioi-B 
is  clos'd  by  the  Shrines  and  Bufts  of  the  canoniz'd 
Nazareui's^  vvl^ch  are  attended  by  the  Parliamentj, 
whofe  Prefence  gives  fuch  Fooleries  a  Sandlion. 

I  was  loth  to  believe  what  the  Chevalier  de  Mai  Cut 
told  me;  for  the  Natives  of  Provence  don't  want  a. 
(jenius  nor  Penetration;  and  there  cannot  be  great- 
er Delufion  than  to  tolerate  fuch  ridiculous  A6tions^ 
fo  contrary  to  Good-fenfe,  and  fo  likely  to  preju- 
dice a  judicious  Man  againfl  all  that  favour  them. 
State  Policy^  faid  the  Chevalier  to  me,  keeps  up  all 
tkife  ridiculous  Cujloms.      T}?e  City  where  ihii  Pra~ 
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£ejJiGn  is  made^  gets  above  100,000  Cj-owns  in  three 
Days  iime^  by  the  great  Number  of  Foreigners  who 
come  to  fee  this  Fefiival^  and  pur  chafe  and  con  fume  a- 
great  ^mntity  of  Provifion.  Avarice  not  only  keeps 
up  a  great  many  fupcrftitious  Cuftoms  but  even 
niujtipiics  the  Number  of  them  every  Day. 

Farewell,  dear  Ifaac;  live  content  and  happy;  and 
may  the  God  of  our  Fathers  grant  thee  Profpcrity 
in  abundance. 


LETTER     C. 

From    Jacob    B  r  i  t  o,    at   Barcelona,    to 
Aaron  M o  n  c  e  g  a,  in  Holland,. 

AM  at  length  arriv'd,  dear  Monceca^  in  that 
Country  where  fo  many  of  our  Brethren  have 
been  inhumanly  flaughter'd  and  facrific'd  to  the  Ava- 
rice of  the  Monks  upon  the  Pretence  of  Religion.  I 
have  crofs'd  tl;rough  Rouffillon^  and  a  Part  of  Cata- 
Icnia^  and  I  now  write  to  thee  from  Barcelona^. 
which  is  a  large,  fine  and  well-fortified  City  :  But  'tis 
a  very  forry  Harbour;  fo  that  'tis  not  fafe  for  Ships- 
to  be  there  in  bad  Weather.  The  Catalans  mor- 
tally hate  the  Cajfilians^  and  iiad  rather  live  under 
iAny  Government  than  that  of  Spain,  as  they  have 
demonflrated  by  their  fev.-^ral  Rebellions;  but  they 
are  at  length  reduc'd  to  fjch  a  Degree  that  they 
have  nothing  left  but  the  Liberty  of  forming  ground- 
l'.'fs  Hopes.  The  Citadel,  which  has  been  lately 
built,  is  fuch  a  formidable  Curb,  that  Barcelona  is 
not  in  a  Condition  for  anv  Undertakincr,  and  i;;.\s  no- 
thing  to  truit  to  but  its  Obedience  and  Subiiiiilion. 

The 
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The  Burohers,  in  all  the  Towns  of  Catalonia^  are 
dlfarm'di  and  as  for  the  Peafants,  they  are  watch'd 
ftlll  more  clofely.  Troops  being  alv/ap  quarter'd  up 
and  dovv'n  the  V^illages.  Such  Precautions  indeed  arc 
a  ^reat  Expjnce  and  Trouble  to  the  Court  of  Spain^ 
but  there's  aNeceffity  for  it;  and  to  do  Juftice  to 
the  CaJIllians,  they  had  not  acfted  v/iih  fuch  Severity 
till  things  were  drove  to  the  lail  Extremity. 

In  the  lafl  Siege  of  this  City  the  very  Monies  were 
at  the  Head  of  the  Rebels,  and  adtualiy  mounted 
Guard,  rellev'd  the  SoldiciS  in  the  moft  dangerous 
Pofts,  and  animated  thern  by  their  Speeches  and 
Actions:  They  even  gave  their  Relics  an  Airing  up- 
on the  Ramparts;  and  a  Cannon  Ball  or  two  carryM 
oiF  both  a  Monk  and  his  Saint.  The  Nans  too,  tho' 
ihe  weaker  Sex,  chofe  to  have  ^  Hand  m  the  Rebel- 
lion; and  hung  out  Standards,  made  of  red  Cloth, 
at  their  Windows,  to  fhew  that  they  too  breath'd 
notiimg  but  Blood  and  Slaughter. 

Conhder,  n^-dx  Monceca,  how  furious  a  Rcbellioii 
giov/s  when  once  the  People  take  it  into  their  Heads 
to  revolt ;   it  gives  Courage  to  the  weakeft  of  tiiem : 
And  ic  fcems,  tl»at  the  more  henious  is  the  Cimie, 
the  £;reater  is  ihelr  Valour.     Rebellious  Subjects  of- 
ten nght  with  more  Obftinacy  to  dedroy  their  Prince^ 
than  loyal  ones  do  to  defend  and  gu^rd  him  from, 
their  Attacks:    Not  tliat  \.\\q  CajTilums  can  be   re- 
proached for  having  acl.d  faintly  in  favour  of  Phi- 
lip V.      lliis  Monarch  is  oblig'd  to  love  them  in  *?. 
tv/ofoid  Senfc ;   both  as  his  Subjects,  and  as  liit.  Chil- 
dren:   Aud  they,  aiways  look  upon  him  botli  as  a 
good  King,    and  as  a  Facher.      Bat  in  fpite  of  all 
their   Efforts,    this  good  Will  of  theirs  would  not 
have  been  enough,  if  Frame  had  not  put  an  End  to 
the  Rebellion  of  the  Catalans. 

TiiC  Women  in  this  Country  have  greater  Liber- 
ties than  in  ti:!e  rcil  cf  Spain-,  tho'  they  are  not  fo 
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free  by  far  as  they  are  in  France.  They  have,  by 
degrees,  {hook  olf  the  old  Spanijh  Mode.  The 
Duegnas  (  or  peevifh  old  Governelles  )  the  Jalouftes 
(or  Veils  of  Crape)  are  no  longer  fubfifting;  or  at 
leaft,  what  remains  of  all  that  Equipage  of  Jealoufy, 
is  nothing  more  than  a  Ceremonial  of  very  little  Ufe 
for  the  Security  of  the  Hufbands.  The  great  Num- 
ber of  French  and  Flemings  fettled  at  Barcelona, 
with  the  great  Bodies  of  Troops  that  form  the 
Garrifon,  and  are  for  moft  part  Walkons,  have,  by 
little  and  little,  accuflom'd  the  old  Inhabitants  of 
the  Country  to  bear  Cuckoldom  with  Patience:  Not 
but  that  there  are  ftill  a  great  many  of  the  Catalans, 
who  kick  and  wince  at  the  very  Thoughts  of  wear- 
ing Horns;  but  the  more  Care  they  take  to  avoid 
them,  the  fooner  they  are  often  intangled  in  the 
Misfortune. 

Gallantry  k  become  an  Epidemic  Diftemper  at 
Barcelona ;  to  which  Place  the  French  were  the  Im- 
porters of  it :  And  unfortunate  are  they  who  feel 
the  Stings  of  it,  notwithftanding  all  their  Precaur 
tion. 

Altho'  Love  has  as  ample  Prerogatives  In  Spain  as 
in  France,  yet  its  Methods  of  adling  here  are  very  dif- 
ferent ;  and  tho'  the  End  is  the  fame,  yet  the  ways 
of  attaining  to  it  are  quite  contrary.  In  France  a 
Lover  declares  himfelf  openly:  He  follows  his  Miftre^ 
to  the  Ball,  to  the  Play ;  and  Parties  that  are  made 
for  the  Country,  and  Merry-makings,  are  fine  Op- 
portunities for  an  amorous  Frenchman,  A  Spaniardi^ 
difcreet  and  referv'd,  being  forced  to  conceal  the 
Sentiments  of  his  Heart  from  the  Public.  His 
Happinefs,  and  the  Succefs  of  his  Intrigues,  depend 
on  Secrecy.  The  Churches  are  the  moft  favour- 
able Places  for  him ;  fo  that  every  Saint's  Day  ferves 
his  Purpofe  as  well  as  an  Opera  or  a  Comedy.  A 
Mother  accompanies  her  Daughter,    a  Hufband-  his 

Wife;, 
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Wife,  to  the  Play-houfes;  but  the  Women  go  by 
themfelves  to  the  Temples  ;  and  under  the  Cloak  of 
Piety,  Love  finds  a  Loop-hole  to  make  it  amends  for 
its  Conftraint. 

All  the  firft  Allignations  in  Spain  are  made  in  the 
Churches,  and  there  they  ftrike  the  final  Bargains ; 
which  are  performed  at  the  Houfes  of  Women  that 
pafs  for  Saints,  whither  young  People  may  go  with- 
out any  Cenfure.  There  are  few  SpanrJJ)  Ladies  but 
have  fome  venerable  She-friend,  cover'd  with  Sea- 
ptdarics  and  Jgnus  Dei's.  A  Hufband  would  be  look'd 
upon  as  a  Fool,  or  which  is  worfe,  as  a  Heretic,  if 
it  fhould  enter  his  Head,  that  Donna  MeJidoza^  or 
Dcnna  Valcabro,  who  are  both  venerable  for  their 
Age,  and  for  the  Rank  which  they  have  held  for 
above  twenty  Years  in  the  moft  facred  Confraternity 
of  St.  Francis^  fhould  be  capable  of  being  Procurefics, 
or  of  promoting  a  Meeting  of  Lovers !  Thefe  Ladies 
of  the  holy  Fraternity  arc  here  look'd  upon  as  Perfons 
already  beatify 'd.  They  maintain  a  great  Correfpond- 
ence  with  certain  Friars,  called  Cordeliers^  who 
direct  them,  and  are  their  AfTociates.  The  Naza^ 
'rcnes  call  thefe  holy  Unions  by  the  Name  of  Spirit- 
ual Kindred.  PVom  thence  come  all  thofe  Phrafes 
and  Forms  of  Speech  that  we  read  in  the  Myftic 
Books,  and  which  feem  unintelligible ;  fuch  are 
thefe :  '  I  adore  you  from  my  Heart,  dear  Sifte/, 
'  as  a  Deity.     You  are  always  prcfent  to  my  Mind, 

*  the'  I  fpeak  and  a6t  with  other  Perfons. Pray 

*  for  your  Brother,  for  your  Friend,  for  your 
'  Servant  *.' 

Some  of  thefe  Expreffions  are  extracted  from  the 
Books  of  one  Francis  de  Sales^  and  from  the  Letters 
he  wrote  to  de  Chantal^  a  Nun.     This  Francis  de 

*  This  laft  Phrafe  is  taken  from  Father  Girard's,  Let- 
ters to  la  Cadierg* 

Saks 
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Sij/es  was,  'tis  affirmM,  a  civil  fort  of  a  A4an;  who 
had  as  many  Crotciiets  in  his  Head  as  Fontemlle.  All 
the  Monks  have  been  glad  of  this  Pretext  for  boldly 
writing  the  moft  paffionate  Sentiments  to  their  Vo- 
taries, under  the  Veil  of  a  myftic  Language.  The 
Spani/h  Friars  don't  indeed  ufe  fo  much  Ceremony  j 
they  have  a  fair  Field  open  to  them,  and  are  wel- 
come to  enter  what  Houfes  they  pleafe.  As  under  the 
Shelter  of  their  Cowl  they  enjoy  all  manner  of  Privi- 
leges ;  fo  they  are  more  inlblent,  more  ignorant,, 
and  mor*  debauched,  than  in  any  other  Kingdom. 
If  the  Children  v/ere  to  come  into  the  Vv^orld  with 
any  Token  that  plainly  pointed  cut  their  Fathers, 
half  of  the  Spn-niarch  would  find  theirs  among  the 
Clergy  and  Friars. 

The  Clergy  in  this  Country  are  not  very  regular 
in  their  manner  of  Living,  wherein  they  are  very 
different  from  thofe  of  France'^  of  whofe  Regula.- 
rity  thou  didft  boaft  to  me  in  thy  Letters.  That 
thou  mayft  form  a  juft  Idea,  deai  Monceca,  of  the 
Ecclefiaflics  in  this  Country,  thou  muft  take  it  for 
granted,  that  the  Monks  are  tvv^ice  .is  wicked  and 
ignorant  as  they  are  in  France -j  and  that  the  fecuiar 
IViefts  are  not  much  better. 

One  thing  which,  will  furprize  thee  in  a  Country 
where  the  inferior  Cleigy  are  fo  deprav'd,  is,  the 
Gravity,  Probity  and  Candour  of  the  Spani/h  Pon- 
tiffs, who  are  really  v^^orthy  or  their  Raiik;  fo  that 
there's  not  one  of  them  but  deferves  the  Elfeem 
and  Approbation  of  all  good  hlcn.  Be  the  Reli- 
gion what  it  will,  it  canno'.  be  deny'd  that  a  Flock. 
would  be  happy  if  they  ianprov'd  by  the  Lelibns  of 
fuch  fober  Palfors.  l"he  Pontiffs  are  the  only  Per- 
fons  in  Spairi  who  are  not  fubjecSl  to  the  Inquifition. 
I  vv^ili  give  thee  an  Account  hereafter  of  tliis  ini- 
quitous Tribunal,  of  which  I  have  already  learnt 
many  Particulars  that  flrikc  a  Horror..    As  foon  as 

the 
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the  terrible  Name  of  Inquifitor  is  mentionM  in  this 
Country,  everybody  trembles j  and  the  greateft  are 
as  much  afraid  as  the  meaneft  Subjects.  Notwith- 
ftanding  my  PaiTports,  and  the  Commiffion  I  bear 
with  me  from  the  Republic  of  Genoa^  I  am  forced 
to  be  very  circumfpedi,  and  dare  not,  as  when  I 
was  in  France,  fpeak  what  I  think. 

When  I  was  got  beyond  Belle-garde,  (the  laft- 
Place  in  Frame)  I  afPecSled  a  Silence  very  much  re- 
fcmbling  the  Fythagorean.  lliis  melancholy  Air  is 
agreeable  enough  in  a  Country  where  every  body  is 
extremely  refcrv'd.  They  fay  that  this  Gravity  in- 
creafcs,  the  farther  one  advances  into  ^pa'in  \  whicii 
if  true,  I  cxpeil,  when  I  come  to  Madrid,  to  find 
a  City  full  o\  HeracUtusU,  and  to  fee  the  inhabitants 
all  in  Tears. 

Now  I  fpeak  of  Tears,  I  mufl  tell  thee,  dear 
Monceca,  that  I  laughM  very  heartily  at  a  Place  to 
Vv'hich  1  v/ent  t@  weep.  In  this  City  there's  a  Com- 
pany of  Players  newly  arriv'd  \  which  I  was  aflur'd 
is  the  beft  that  has  been  fecn  in  Spain  for  a  long 
time.  One  efpecially  was  cry'd  up,  vi-l.  la  Ga- 
luga,  who  v»'as  the  King's  Adlrefs,  but  had  left 
Madrid  '\i\  fome  Difgufi:.  I  was  importun'd  to  go 
and  fee  a  new  Tragedy,  which  they  afTured  me  was 
a  very  fine  and  a  moving  one.  Guefs  how  I  was 
furpriz'd,  dear  Monceca,  when  entering  into  the 
Theatre-Room,  I  faw  two  Comedians  on  the  Stage, 
in  the  Habit  of  Monks,  playing  the  chief  Parts  of  a 
Piece,  intitled,  The  Death  of  Alexis  j  or.  The  Ex-- 
ample  cf  Chajlity.  I  muil:  own  to  thee,  this  was 
fuch  an  Abfurdity  as  I  did  by  no  means  expe^l.  I 
wifli'd  at  that  very  Inftant,  that  thou  couldft  have 
been  Eye-witnefs  of  fuch  a  ridiculous  Thing.  The 
Subjecl  of  this  Trap-edv  was  anfwerable  to  the  Cha- 
raster  and  Dignity  of  the  Dramatis  P  erf  once,  Alexis, 
the  principal  PerfonagCj    is  a  Rotmn  Gentleman,. 

vtry 
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very  fond  of  Celibacy ;  who  having  left  his  Wife 
the  very  firfl  Night  of  the  Wedding,  vv^ander'd  a 
long  time  from  one  Tov^^n  to  another,  till  he  came 
at  laft  and  died  at  the  Houfe  of  his  Father,  who 
would  not  own  him ;  but  in  Compaffion  fufFer'd 
him  to  retire  to  a  forry  lonefome  Cottage,  where  he 
expir'd.  A  Billet  found  in  his  Hand  when  he  is 
dead,  difcovers  the  whole  My ftery ;  but  the  Paper 
can't  be  taken  from  him  ;  for,  dead  as  he  is,  he  doss 
not  care  to  deliver  it  to  any  but  the  fovereign  Pon- 
tiff, who  comes  with  his  whole  Court  to  receive  the 
Saint's  Billet ;  and  the  Play  ends  with  a  Shout  from 
the  Theatre. 

Alexis^  at  the  Beginning  of  the  iirft  A£l,  is  bu<t 
eighteen  Years  old,  and  in  the  fifth  he  is  from  forty 
to  forty-five.  The  Rules  of  Unity  of  Place  and 
A6lion  are  as  perfectly  kept  up  as  that  of  the  twenty- 
•  four  Hours.  The  Thoughts  and  Sentiments  were  of 
a  piece  with  all  the  reft  j^  fo  that  I  don't  think  any 
Compofition  can  be  more  wild  and  ridiculous :  Not 
but  the  Spaniards  have  feveral  good  Dramatic  Pieces. 
Don  Lopez  de  Vega  has  wrote  very  excellent  Come- 
dies ;  but  the  People  have  very  little  Relifh  for 
them.  They  had  rather  fee  St.  Jago  or  St.  Phi- 
lip,  than  Agamemnon  or  Achilles ;  and  the  Prints  in 
the  Flefh  of  St.  Francis  extort  more  Tears,  than  the 
Complaints  of  Andromache^  and  the  Defpair  of  Her- 
7nione.  Such  are  the  Tafte  and  Prejudices  of  this 
Country.  Nothing  will  go  down  any-wliere  but 
Devotion,  or  rather  Superftition. 

When  the  Comedy  was  playing,  I  heard  a  Bell 
tinkle ;  upon  which  all  the  Company  fell  on  their 
Knees,  and  mutter'd  fomethlng.  The  Comedians 
led  the  Way,  and  two  Authors  that  were  upon  the 
Stage,  interrupted  one  another  j  though  they  did  but 
juft  ftir  their  Lips,  and  fpoke  as  low  as  the  other 
Spedators.      This   Ceremony   being   over,    every 

body 
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body  flood  up  again,  and  the  Play  was  continu'd. 
I  afk'd  what  they  meant  by  moving  their  Lips,  and 
was  told,  That  this  was  call'd  an  Jngclus.  This. is 
a  fort  of  Prayer  which  I  could  not  have  thought  the 
Nazarenes  would  have  made  at  the  Play-houfe. 
None  but  Spafiiards  could  have  chofe  fuch  a  Place 
as  that  to  fay  their  Prayers  in.  True  it  is  that  this 
Place  ought,  in  all  Appearance,  to  enjoy  the  fame 
Prerogatives  as  the  Monafteries ;  for  they  that  take 
the  Pv4oney  at  the  Door  are  Priefts,  who,  under  the 
Denomination  of  being  poor,  fhare  the  Profits  with 
the  Comedians.  Indeed,  the  Companies  of  Cc*- 
mcdians,  in  Confideration  of  this  Diminution  of 
their  Revenue,  enjoy  all  the  Privileges  of  the  other 
Nazarenes.  They  are  not  excommunicated  like 
thofe  xwFrance  \  and  if  they  were  rich  enough,  and 
devout  enough,  they  might  have  a  Chaplain  like  the 
Royal   Regiments. 

When  the  Comedians  die  in  Spa'm^  they  are  al- 
low'd  Burial,  which  is  deny'd  them  in  France , 
whereas  in  England  they  have  Maufoleums  eredled 
to  their  Honour.  From  whence,  dear  Monceca^  do 
fuch  Whimfies  proceed,,  but  from  antient  Preju- 
dices, much  more  than  Reafon  ?  which  if  it  has 
any  Share  in  the  Interment  of  Stage- Players,  I  ani 
fure  it  condemns  the  Extravagance  of  the  French^ 
and  that  of  the  Enghjh  too  ;  and  that  it  muft  approve 
of  the  juft  Medium  of  the  Spaniards,  It  would  ba 
well  for  the  latter  if  they  were  as  much  guided  by 
Good-fenfe  in  all  the  Actions  of  their  Lives. 

Farewell,  diQ-ar  Monceca\  live  content  and  happy; 
and  may  the  God  of  our  Fathers  crown  thee  witk 
Profperity.. 
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From  Aaron    Monceca,    at  Amfter- 
•dam,  /(?  J  A  c  o  B  B  r  i  t  o,    in  Spain. 

T  Am  at  length  arriv'd  in  a  Country,  dear  Brito^ 
where  Mankind  is  as  free  as  they  are  Slaves  ia 
the  Country  which  thou  inhabiteft :  Holland,  fays  a 
French  Author,  feems  to  he  the  Country  of  Philofo- 
phers,  who  being  free  of  that  Yoke  which  is  imposed 
upon  Reafon  eifewhere,  may  make  ufc  of  it  when 
they  pleafe,  Good-fenfe  feems-  to  be  intaii'd  upon 
the  Dutch  ;  and  whoever  examines  them  carefully, 
will  readily  own,  That  though  Nature  has  denied 
them  the  Politenefs  of  the  French^  the  Penetration 
of  the  Englijh,  and  the  Vivacity  of  the  Italians^ 
fhe  has  amply  rewarded  them  for  the  want  of 
thofe  Qiialities,  by  Good-fenfe,  Candour,  and  a 
great  Forecaft,  which  condu6ls  them  in  all  their 
Actions. 

The  Dutch,  being  born  free,  only  obey  the  Laws 
of  their  Country,  and  have  no  Sovereigns  but  'Vir- 
tue and  their  Duties.  Thou  rauft  not  fanfy  how- 
ever that  this  Character  fits  ail  the  Natives  of  Hoi" 
land,  for  in  this  Country,  as  in  all  others,  there  are 
both  good  and  bad,  and  the  Common-people  In. 
Holland  are  as  defpifeable,  as  the  Burghers,  and  everi 
the  honeft  Artificers,  are  commendable. 

It  would  be  impoflible  for  me,  dear  Brito,  to 
give  thee  a  juft:  Idea  of  the  Manners  of  this  Coun- 
try, without  entrins  into  Particulars.     Thou  muir 

be. 
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be  already  fenfible,  that  when  I  characSlerife  the 
Common- people,  1  don't  inform  thee  of  any  thing 
that  is  peculiar  to  the  Burghers,  and  the  chief  Men 
of  the  Republic.  The  Nobility  that  are  ftill  remain- 
ing in  the  Country,  have  Manners  and  Cuftoms  that 
are  very  different  alfo  from  thofe  of  the  Burghers. 
Therefore  I  fhall  endeavour  to  fliew  thee  whatever 
I  think  worthy  of  Remark  in  the  feveral  States  of 
this  Republic. 

Holland  is  an  unpleafant  Country,  it  being  Land 
floating  in  the  Sea,  and  confifting  of  Meadows, 
which,  for  three  Quarters  of  the  Year,  are  laid  un- 
der Water :  And  were  it  is  as  fruitful  in  Corn  as 
it  is  barren,  'tis  fo  narrow  and  clofc  a  Country, 
that  it  could  not  feed  one  fifth  Part  of  its  Inhabit- 
ants. 

All  that  the  Dutch  have  to  depend  on,  is  their 
Commerce,  v/hich  they  have  fpar'd  no  Pains  nor 
Expcnce  to  advance  in  their  own  Country,  and  to 
extend  to  the  extreme  Parts  of  the  World. 

'Twas  a  mcer  Neceflity,  and  the  OpprefHon  of 
the  Spaniards,  that  forced  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
Country  to  go  to  the  Indies,  and  form  a  fecond 
Republic  there.  When  they  had  fliaken  off  the 
Yoke  of  their  former  Maftcr,  Spain  was  refolv'd 
to  forbid  them  from  trading  to  its  Ports,  think- 
ing by  that  means  to  weaken  them,  and  to  pave 
the  way  for  their  Reduction.  In  Procefs  of  Time 
thefc  Difficulties  made  the  Dutch  refclve  to  go 
themfclves  to  the  very  Fountain  of  Commerce. 
They  fail'd  to  the  Indies,  and  there  they  laid  the 
Foundation  cf  thofe  fuperb  Colonies  which  were- 
afterwards  form'd  there.  An  Italian  Author, 
who  cannot  be  reckoned  a  very  great  Friend  of 
Holland,  or  much  inclined  to  proclaim  its  Gran- 
deur,    aifirms,     That     the     City     of    AniJ^.erdam- 
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alone  had  more  Shipping  than  all  Europe  put  to- 
gether *. 

But  it  was  not  without  Difficulty  that  the  Dutc^ 
eRahlifh'-l  their  Commerce  in  the  Et7/I  Indies ;  for 
the  Port:;^ If efc,  then  the  Subjects  o( Spain ^  threatened 
them  upon  all  Occahons,  and  left  no  Stone  unturn'd 
to  make  them  mifcarrv  in  their  Undertakino- :  But 
they  furmounted  all  thefe  Difficulties ;  they  con- 
quer'd  their  Enemies,  and  drove  them  from  feveral 
of  the  Illands  of  which  they  were  the  Maflers. 
Thefe  Vicl:ories,  and  thefe  happy  Beginnings,  en- 
courag'd  their  Hopes,  and  they  then  began  to  think 
of  extending  their  Commerce  to  the  If^e/i  Indies. 

The  liberty  which  the  Dutch  enjoy,  was  of  very 
great  Service  to  them  in  their  Undertakings.  The 
intire  Security  which  Foreigners  meet  with  in 
their  Country,  the  Afylum  which  has  been  granted 
there  in  all'l'lme?  fmce  the  Eftablifhmxent  of  the  Re- 
public, to  thofe  that  have  been  perfecuted  in  other 
Countries  for  the  fake  of  their  Religion,  have  drawn 
fuch  Numbers  of  People  to  them,  that  they  have 
been  able  to  form  powerful  Colonies,  to  fit  out  a 
prodigious  Number  of  Ships,  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  find  their  own  Country  extremely  populous. 

If  Spain  had  continued  to  be  the  Miftrefs  of 
Holland^  Amjlerdam  would  now  perhaps  have  been 
like  J?2iwerp.  It  would  h/sve  been  great  only  in 
Extent,  and  remarkable  only  for  its  Situation : 
Whereas  now  every  thing  in  this  ftately  City  has^ 
the  Face  of  the  antient  Grandeur  of  the  Tyrians  and 
F/jcenicians,  of  which  the  Greeks  and  Romans  have 
left  fuch  pompous  Defcriptions.     Amongft  the  moil 

*  La  Quantlta  di  Vafcelli,  a  commun  Judlcio,  viena 
flimata  fi  grande,  che  paneggia  quella  che  fa  tuto  il  relle 
iell'  Europa  iulime.     BsntirjogUo, 
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remarkable  things  that  I  ever  faw  in  all  my  Travels, 
I  never  ijiet  with  any  thing  that  (o  much  furpriz'd 
me  as  the  Port  of  Amjlerdam.  'Tis  impoilible, 
without  having  feen  it,  to  conceive  what  a  grand 
Appearance  2000  Ships,  inclosM  in  that  Harbour, 
make.  Were  one  to  form  an  Idea  of  a  magnificent 
City  built  in  the  midft  of  the  Waves,  it  would  ftill 
come  far  fhort  of  that  fine  View  of  a  Number  of 
Ships  from  all  the  Nations  in  the  World,  v/hofc 
Marts,  Flags  and  Streamers,  make  fuch  a  Shew  that 
there's  nothing  like  it  to  be  fecn. 

Since  I  have  been  at  Anijlcrdam^  I  have  only  had 
time  as  yet  to  make  a  general  Survey  of  the  Beauties 
of  this  City,  without  being  able  to  examine  them  in 
particular ;  but  I  will  take  care  to  inform  thee  of 
every  thing  that  I  fliall  fee,  and  endeavour  to  give 
thee  an  exa£t  Account  of  it. 

There  are  few  Religions  but  what  are  profefs'd  in 
this  City,  where  People  have  the  Liberty  of  wor- 
fliipping  the  Divine  Being  after  their  own  wav. 
Yet  the  Religion  of  the  State,  or  that  of  the  United 
Provinces,  is  the  Chriftian  Reform'd  Religion, 
which  thou  knoweft  to  be  in  the  main  the  dime  as 
the  Na%arcne  ;  and  that  it  only  differs  from  it  in 
fome  few  Articles. 

The  Nazarene  Papifls  publicly  damn  the  Reformed 
NazareneSy  who  indeed  charitably  allow  their  Adver- 
faries  may  have  fome  little  Place  in  Heaven;  but  they 
make  it  fo  hard  a  matter  for  them  to  attain  to  it, 
that,  to  fpeak  frankly,  they  might  as  well  give  them 
to  all  tii-e  Devils.  Thefe  two  different  Religions,  or, 
to  fpeak  more  properly,  thefe  two  different  Opi- 
nions, becaufe  in  the  main  they  are  both  agreed  as 
to  the  greateft  Part  of  Fadts,  have  caus'd  a  great 
many  Qtiarrels  between  their  Adherents.  There 
was  a  Time  when  the  Nazarenes  cut  one  another's 
l^hroats,  and  thgu^ht  to  gain  Heaven  by  fliedding 
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one  another's  Blood  in  Defence  of  the  Opinions  of 
a  German  Monk  *,  and  a  French  EccJefiaftic  f . 
Thefe  were  two  learned  Men,  even  by  the  Confef- 
fion  of  their  Enemies :  I  dare  affirm  alfo,  that 
when  they  broach'd  their  Opinions,  they  never 
thought  that  they  would  have  been  attended  with 
fuch  Divifions  ;  and  if  they  were  to  come  into 
the  World  now,  I  very  much  queftion  whether  there 
would  he  fuch  War  about  iheir  Opinions  now  as 
then  :  V/ere  they  ever  fo  good.  People  would  be 
content  to  believe  them,  v/ithout  offering  to  force 
them  down  one  another's  Throats  by  the  Point  of 
the  Sword.  The  Islazarenes^  efpecially  the  Re- 
form'd,  are  wifer  now  than  to  commit  Alaflacres 
for  Arguments  and  Syllogifms  ;  and  they  grant  free 
Liberty  of  Confcience  to  all  that  live  in  their 
Country. 

The  Reformed  Religion  is  indeed  that  which  i« 
the  governing  Religion  of  Holland^  but  it  does 
not  tyrannize  over  the  others ;  which  however  is 
a  Cafe  that  might  eafdy  happen  were  it  not  for 
the  Wifdom  of  the  Government.  For  'tis  here 
as  elfewhere,  and  there  are  many  zealous  Votaries 
among  the  Reform'd,  who,  in  Imitation  of  the  Je- 
fuits,  would,  iox  xk\<t  greater  Glory  of  God ^  torment 
a  Na'zarene  Papift  with  a  great  deal  of  Plcafure  and 
Satisfacfliion.  But  the  Magiftrates  are  fo  humane,  and 
fo  far  from  being  Bigots,  that  they  can*t  bear  the 
Mention  of  fuch  Oppreflions  as  would  in  the  Con- 
sequence be  prejudicial  to  the  State.  Therefore  the 
Na'zarcne  Papifts  have  fo  much  Reafon  to  com- 
mend the  Lenity  of  the  Government,  that  we  are 
aflur'd  that  the  Number  of  the  Papifts  v^io  are  fet- 
tled in  this  Country  furpafTes,  or  at  ieaii:  equals  that 
of  the  Reformed. 

*  Luther,  "f  Calvin, 

The 
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The  juft  Limits  which  the  WifJom  of  the  Dutch 
h-s  put  to  the  Ambition  of  the  Clergy,  are  a  fartl^.cr 
Security  to  the  Tranquihty  of  all  the  Religions  that 
are  different  and  feparate  from  that  which  is  upper- 
moftj  for  it  would  be  not  only  in  vain,  but  danger- 
ous, for  them  to  endeavour  to  foment  a  pious  Zeal 
in  their  Flocks  againft  fuch  as  they  call  Heretics  or 
Non-conformifts.  If  they  fhould  caufe  the  leaft 
Difturbance  they  would  be  injoin'd  to  pray  to  God ; 
and  upon  their  Difobedience,  their  Pockets  would 
pay  for  it:  For  as  they  have  no  Revenue  but  what 
is  granted  them  by  the  State,  the  Moment  they  fail 
in  their  Duty  to  the  State,  it  withdraws  its  Allow- 
ance, and  le:\vcs  the  faid  Clergy,  with  their  Wives 
and  Children,  to  fliift  for  themfelves. 

In  the  Reformed  Religion  the  Clergy  are  mar- 
ry'd.  They  thought  Good-fenfe  did:atcd  that  they 
fhould  be  allow'd  to  have  Wives,  for  fear  they 
fhould  ufe  the  Privilege  of  the  Na%arene  Monks,, 
and  make  \\{q.  of  their  Neighbours  Wives.  It  muft 
be  confefs'd  therefore,  that  their  Manners  in  gene- 
ral are  worthy  of  the  Purity  of  the  Golden  Age.  I 
fhould  not  be  furpriz'd  if  I  heard  that  a  Minifter 
(by  which  Name  the  Reformed  call  their  Pricfls)  had 
been  guilty  of  a  Failing  of  that  fort ;  for  they  are 
but  Men,  and,  as  fuch,  liable  to  human  Paflions ; 
but  hitherto  none  has  been  reproach'd  with  the  leaft 
Crime  that  is  fhocking  to  Decency. 

The  Author  of  Calvinijm  did,  1  think,  very 
confiderable  Prejudice  to  the  Clergy  that  adhered  to 
his  Sentiments  :  He  permitted  them  to  take  Wives, 
but  clipp'd  their  Benefices  ;  which  may  be  callM 
hurmng  the  Candle  at  both  Ends. 

.  The  Cahiniji  Dutch  have  no  fuch  thing  as  fove- 
reign  Pontiffs,  or  ordinary  Pontiffs,  all  their  Piiells 
being  upon  an  equal  Footing.     They  never  had  the 

tempting 
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tempting  Pleafure  of  hearing  themfelves  faluted  by 
the  Titles  of  My  Lord^   Tour  Grace^  or  Tour  Ernl" 
vence ;  nor  do  they  fail   to  give   the  Name  of  the' 
Whore  of  Babylon  to  all  the  Churches  where  any  of 
the  Clergy  are  vefted  with  pompous   Titles,   and" 
enjoy  a  Revenue  of  40,000  Livres  ;  though  perhaps^ 
they  condemn  what  they  would  be  glad  of  in  their 
Hearts :  And  the  Article  in  which  they  would  the 
fooneft  fliake  Hands  with  their  Adverfaries,  would 
imdoubtedly  be  that  which  fhould  permit  them  to 
pofTefs  great  Benefices,  and  to  be  honour'd  with  the 
Titles  of  Lordjhip  or  Eminence^  as  well  as  the  Naza* 
rme  Pontiffs. 

\{  the   Minifters   are  not   rich,    they   are  how*, 
ever  learned  :  They  are  not  admitted  till  they  have: 
been  maturely  examin'd  ;  whereas,  in  almoft  all  the 
Ordere,    the   Nazarene  Monks  are,    for  the  moft 
part.  Beggars  and  Drones.     The  Clergy  among  the 
Reformed  are   advanc'd  to   that  Station  by    their 
Merit  and  Learning ;  fo  that  the  meaneft  Paftor  is 
not  only  inftrudfed  in  his  Religion,  but  fometimes 
knows  thofe  things  that  form  great  Men,  of  whom 
the  Body  of  Minifters  have  furnifli'd  many.     They 
mortally  hate  the  Jefuits,  and  the  latter  hate  them 
as  bad  ;   for  which  I  think   that  Both  have  Reafon. 
Were  it  not  for  the  Minifters,  all  Europe  would  be 
Papifts  ;  were  it  not  for  the  Jefuits,  it  would  be  all 
Reform'd.     Though  they  are   fo  exafperated    one 
againft  another,  yet  I  make  no  doubt  but  from  the 
Bottom  of  their  Hearts,  they  do  one  another  Ju- 
ftice,    and   that  they  own    their  Adverfaries  have 
both  Learning  andMerit;  at  leaft,  the  famous  Claude^ 
and  the  celebrated  Arnauld^  thought  after  this  man- 
ner.   I  have  however  met  with  yanfenijis  in  France^ 
who  aftured   me  very  confidently,   that   the  Jefuits 
were  Ignoramus's  >    and  fuch  was  their  Animofity 

and 
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and  Blindnefs,  that  they  would  hardly  allow  tliem 
to  underftand  Politics,  though  it  muft  be  confefs'd, 
-  that  they  arc  a  learned  Body,  and  that  this  Or- 
der has  produced  great  Men.  The  Benedidlines, 
of  whom  there  have  been  many  Scholars  of  the 
firft  Rank,  love  the  Jcfuits  but  little  better  than  the 
Reformed  do  ;  yet  they  own  that  their  Adverfaries 
have  had  Authors  worthy  of  the  Efleem  of  the 
Univerfe,  were  they  only  to  name  the  Sirmondm's 
and  Petaviifs's. 

In  this  Difpute  between  the  Nazarcrie  Doclors, 
Papifts  Janfeni/h^  Reform'd,  ^c.  'tis  my  Opinion 
that  a  Man  of  Senfe  ought  only  to  regard  what  is 
good  in  their  Writings,  v/ichout  troubling  himielf 
what  an  Author's  Opinion  was  about  Grace  or  Pre- 
deftination,  If  there  were  any  Excellencies  in  other 
Parts  of  his  Works.  What  is  it  to  me,  dear  BritOy 
when  1  am  reading  Daniel's  Hijlory  c/' France,  whe- 
ther that  Writer  was  a  Jcfuit  or  a  Rabbi  r  Provided 
I  can  reap  any  Benefit  by  his  Work,  I  am  ready  to 
give  it  the  Praife  which  it  defcrves,  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  blame  a  bad  Hiftorian,  tho'  he  were  a  ^ew. 
rhe  Learned,  as  to  the  Correfpondence  of  Civil 
Life,  are  of  all  forts  of  Religions.  'Tis  the  laft 
Degree  of  Folly  not  to  do  Juftice  to  the  Merit  of 
k  Man,  becaufe  he  worfhips  the  Deity  in  a  manner 
different  from  ours.  A  Weaknefs  fo  extravao-ant  as 
this,  is  what  none  but  the  Monks  and  Prelates  of 
Italy  can  be  guilty  of. 

There  is  no  Country  where  People,  tho'  of  a  dif- 
ferent Religion,  live  in  more  Union  than  in  Hol- 
land :  Here  JewSj  Nazarenes^  and  Afahometans^ 
treat  one  another  as  if  they  were  Brethren.  They 
all  look  upon  themfelves  as  but  Men,  and  as  Chil- 
dren of  the  fame  God.  Happy  Country  I  where 
Men  have  a  Tendernefs  for  their  Fellow-creatures, 
and  don't  demand  that  tliey  fhould  be  Slaves  to 
Vol,  III.  I  aa 
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an   Opinion,  which  often  they  can  neither  believe, 
nor  comprehend  ! 

Farewell,  A&2.r  Br'iio  ;  live  content  and  happy  ;  and 
let  me  have  the  Pleafure  of  hearing  from  thee.  I 
am  commanded  by  Mofes  Rcdrigo  to  make  his  Com- 
pliments to  thee.  He  proves  of  very  great  Service 
to  me  in  this  Country. 


LETTER     GIL 

From   Jacob    B  r  i  t  o,    at   Madrid, 
Aaron   Monceca,  i;^  Holland. 


t9 


T  Can't  exprefs  to  thee,  dear  Monceca^  hew  much 
^  I  am  flruck  with  the  Manners  and  Cuftoms  of 
the  Spaniards^  which  I  think  every  Day  more  and 
more  extraordinary  ;  and  for  the  two  Months  that  I 
have  now  been  in  Spain^  have  had  more  Caufe  to 
make  Reiledlions  upon  the  Pride  and  Ignorance  of 
Mankind,  than  I  had  for  a  whole  Year  that  I  ftay'd 
in  Italy. 

There's  hardly  a  Road  in  this  Country  more  fre- 
cjuented  than  that  from  Barcelona  to  Madrid  \  yet  in 
leveral  Parts  of .  it  a  7>aveller  finds  nothing  that  he 
wants.  Iniread  of  Inns  after  the  French  or  Italian 
manner,  he  meets  with  nothing  but  forry  Venta^s  f , 
which  are  great  Houfes  ready  to  tumble  down,  with 
fome  Bediteads  up  in  the  Garrets.  The  weary 
Traveller,  when  he  comes  to  thefe  delicious  Quar- 
ters, finds  nothing  at  all  to  eat  ;  but  muft  fend  to 
tiie  Baker  for  Bread,  and  to  the  Butcher  for  Meat ; 


'f-  Paul  try  Inns, 


and 
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and  if  he  has  no  Servant,  he  is  oblig'd  to  go  out  him- 
felf  for  his  Provifion.  The  Landlord  of  the  Vcnta^s 
Would  not  go  out  of  his  Way  for  a  Prince,  and  would 
think  it  a  Difhonour  to  him,  if  he  took  one  Step  more 
than  his  Rnnk  oblig'd  him  to. 

Indeed,  in  Towns  of  any  Note  there  are  none  of 
thefe  Vcnta's  ;  but  the  Cabarets  or  Houfcs  of  Enter- 
tainment there  arc  fo  deteftable,  the  Accomoda- 
tions and  the  Attendance  fo  bad,  that  they  are  little 
better  than  thofe  charming  J'cntas. 

Nothing  but  mere  Ncceiffity  can  engage  a  Man 
to  trav^el  in  Spain  j  for  he  muil:  be  a  Madman  if  lie  did 
it  out  of  pure  Curiofitv,  unlcfs  he  does  it  for  the  fake 
of   picking   up    Memoirs  to^  furnifh   a   Hiflory  of 
the  Depravity  of  the  human  Underftanding  :   In  this 
cafe  lie  could  not  do  better,  becaufe  where-ever  he  fcts 
his  Foot,  he  would  be  fare  to  find  Pride,   Poverty, 
Jow  Cunning,  Ignorance  and  Bfgotry,  Superftition, 
V'^anity  and  ridiculous  Ceremony,  which  form  the 
Chara6ler  of  the    Span'ijh  Nation  ;  and  tho'  man^r 
People  give  out  in  foreign  Countries,  that  the  mo- 
dern Spaniards  are  not  like  what  they  were  heretofore, 
they    confound   the  Foreigners  that  are  fettled    in 
Spai7j  v/ith  the  original  Natives  of  the  Country.  'Tis 
true,  that  in  the  prcfcnt  P^eign,  the  Court  has  afTum'd 
a  new  Face,  and  that  the  Grandees,  v^ho  are  every 
where  the  Slaves   to  Ambition,  have  found  tlieif 
way  to   Court,   by  adopting  Maxims  very  different 
from  thofe  by  which  they  were  govern'd  formerly. 
But  the  Populace,  the  Burghers,  and  the  common 
fort  of  Gentry,  are  ftill  thofe  very  Spaniards^  whofc 
Rhodomantades  have  often  made  all  Europe  merry  ; 
and  whofe  Poverty  and  Naftinefs  fcmctimes  outftrip 
their  Vanity. 

Thou  canfl:  not  imagine,  dear  Monceca^  how  very 
haughty  the  Common-people  are  here  ;  and  upon 
Holidays   thou   wculdft  be  amaz'd  to  iee  a  Com- 

I  a  pany 
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pany  of  Workmen,  who  often  for  want  of  Bread 
have  fafted  all  the  Week  long,  ftrutting  in  black  Silk, 
with  a  Sword  by  their  Sides,  and  accofting  one  ano- 
ther with  very  honourable  Titles.  When  a  Peafant 
meets  another  in  the  P'ields,  he  falutes  him  gravely, 
and  fays  to  him  emphatically,  j^dio,  Seignor Cavalier o ; 
i.  e.  Farewell^  Sir  Gentleman  :  To  which  polite 
Compliment  the  other  makes  Anfwer  with  very  great 
Serioufnefs  ;  and  there's  as  much  Majefty  at  their 
Greetings,  as  if  it  was  at  the  Interview  of  two  potent 
Monarchs,  on  the  Frontiers  of  their  refpecSlive  Do- 
minions. 

Heretofore  the  Common-people  were  not  only 
proud,  but  even  infolent  to  their  Grandees,  and  their 
Sovereigns  ;  but  under  this  Monarch,  Affairs  look 
with  another  Face.  He  has  fo  humbled  the  People, 
that  he  is  in  no  fear  of  their  Commotions.  In  the 
Reign  of  his  PredecefTor  Charks  II.  the  Shoemakers 
of  Madrid  were  fo  confiderable  a  Body,  that  wherr- 
ever  they  mutiny'd,  the  Court  was  oblig'd  to  grant 
their  Demands.  Being  inform'd,  in  1676,  that  the 
Court  had  regulated  the  Price  of  Shoes,  it  fo  dif- 
gufled  them,  that  they  prefented  a  Petition  to  the 
Prefident  of  the  Council  of  Cajiile^  wherein  they 
demanded  that  the  Price  mio;ht  be  fettled  as  it  was 
before  ;  and  finding  that  he  was  not  fo  quick  as  they 
would  have  him  in  Compliance, they  all  ran  with  their 
Lafts  and  Stirrups  under  the  Windows  of  Charleses 
Chamber,  and  Cry'd  out  with  all  their  Might ;  Viva 
el  Rei,  y  muera  el  malGouvierno  I  i.  e.  God  hlefs  the 
Kingy  but  may  the  wicked  Governor  perijh  !  The 
King,  furpris'd  at  fuch  extraordinary  unexpedledMu- 
fic,  went  to  the  Windows,  and  was  not  a  httle 
aftonifh'd  to  fee  the  worfhipful  Company  of  the 
Shoemakers  o^  Madrid  ;  upon  which  he  fent  for  the 
Prefident  of  Cajlile^  who,  to  put  a  Stop  to  fo  dif- 
a2;rceable  a  Concert,  eave  the  Mutineers  Leave  to 

fell 
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fell  their  Shoes  as  dear,  and  to  make  them  of  as  bad 
Leather  as  they  pleas'd. 

The  thing  which  encouragM  thefe  Shoemakers  to 
be  fo  bold,  was  the  Indulgence  which  had  been 
fhewM  fome  Days  before  to  the  Mafons  that  met 
in  one  of  the  Oat-parts  of  the  City,  and  refolved  to 
enter  by  Force  of  Arms  into  the  Houfes  of  fome  of 
the  Magjftrates,  who  did  not  govern  to  their  Minds, 
and  whom  they  accus'd  of  confounding  Affairs,  and 
of  laying  Schemes  f(»r  flarving  the  Poor.  The 
Defign  of  thefe  new  Reformers  was  to  cut  th€ 
Throats  of  thofe  pretended  Criminals,  in  the  Face 
of  all  the  World,  to  make  Examples  of  them.  By 
good  Luck,  there  was  not  a  Mutineer  that  had  Rc- 
folution  enough  to  put  himfelf  at  the  He.-d  of  the 
Confpirators  ;  and  the  Affriir  had  no  Conf^^quencc, 
every  o)ie  returning  home  to  his  Work,  and  the  Ma- 
giftrates  continued  to  plunder.  Thelnfurrcdtionof 
the  Shoemakers  was  owing  to  the  P'olly  of  not 
punifhing  the  former  Rebels.  'Tis  true,  that  in  the 
laft  Reign  the  bad  Adminiftratlon  was  the  Caufc  of 
frequent  Rebellions.  The  Duke  of  Mcdlna-dsli^ 
who  had  the  Management  of  Affairs,  was  of  a  very 
indolent  Temper  ;  (o  that  every  one  robb'd  anJ 
plunder'd,  and  there  never  was  a  Penny  to  be  found 
in  the  King's  Coffers. 

The  Poverty  of  the  Common-people  was  parti tf 
owing  to  their  Lazinefs,  and  indeed  to  tiie  Idlencfs 
of  moft  of  the  Burghers  ;  and  'tis  this  fame  Slug- 
gifhnefs  that  even  contributes  at  this  Day  to  the; 
Exportation  of  a  great  Quantity  of  Money  out  of 
Spain  ;  and  what  Riches  foever  the  Plota  brings  intQ 
it  every  Year,  it  is  not  fufficient  to  remedy  the  Mif- 
chief  which  the  Government  fuffers  from  the  Sloth, 
and  ridiculous  Vanity,  of  a  Part  of  the  Subje»5ls. 
Moreover,  out  of  the  extraordinary  Sums  that  are 
brouo;ht  from  the  Indies,  near  two  Thirds  muft  be 
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-dueled ,  which  P'oreigners  draw  back  for  the  Goods 
by  them  furnifli'd. 

The  chief  Reafcn  why  the  Spaniards  have  fo  little 
Money  of  their  own,  is  the  prodigious  Number  of 
French  and  Flemings  xhTit  come  hither  to  ferve  them, 
who  do  Things  v/hich  the  Don  Diego^s^  the  Don 
S anchors  and  the  Don  Rodrigo^s  would  fcorn  to  put 
their  Hands  to,  and  which  would  be  fuch  a  Wound 
'to  their  Vanity,  that  they  would  rather  byathoufand 
times  chufe  to  be  ftarv'd  w^ith  Hunger,  than  refolve 
to  undertake.  The  Fle7mngs  and  the  French^  who 
are  not  fo  lazy  and  fo  vain  as  the  Spaniards^  are 
•  cmploy'd  in  their  Tillage,  in  their  Buildings,  and 
in  the  moft  fervile  Drudgery  ;  and  when  they  have 
fciapcd  a  few  Piftoles  together,  they  take  leave  of 
thie  Don  Sa?2cho's  and  the  Don  Diego^s^  and  carry 
the  Cafh  homiC  into  their  own  Country,  leaving 
their  Mafters  wiihout  a  Penny,  but  with  the  fame 
Pride  and  Haughtinefs  as  ,  ever.  The  Number  of 
thefe  Foreigners  that  come  to  work  in  Spain,  is  fo 
confiderable,  that  a  French  Author  fays,  there  are 
r.o  lefs  than  80000  of  them,  that  are  continually 
coming  into  and  going  out  of  the  Kingdom  in  this 
manner ;  and  that  there  is  not  a  Man  but  carries  away 
every  Year  feven  or  eight  Piftoles,  and  fometimes 
more.  ^Tis  very  plain,  dcdv  Afonceca,  that  this  muft 
amount  to  a  prodigious  Sum.  'lis  true  that  fince 
Philip  the  Fifth  came  to  the  Throne,  the  great  Num- 
l»ers  of  French  that  have  fettled  in  Sp.ain,  have  contri- 
buted prodigioufly  to  repeople  it,  and  have  very 
much  diminiPn'd  the  Circulation  of  the  travelling 
Domeflics  and  Peafants,  by  furnifhing  the  Don  Gar- 
aa^s  and  Don  Pedro's  v/ith  fixed  Servants. 

One  Reafon  of  the  little  Care  taken  in  Spain  to 
cultivate  the  Lands,  Vv^hich  are  for  molt  part  fallov/, 
or  very  much  negle^ed,  is  the  great  Number  of 
Mgjnks,  with  wliich  this  Country  abounds  more  than 
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any  other.     Here    it  may  be  faid  they  are  In  their 
Garrifon.    The  Priefts  tor  many  Years  have  had  thie 
Prerogative,  in  this  Country,  of  ruining  and  torment- 
ing to  Death  all  that  dare  todifoblige  them,  on  Pre- 
tence that  they  are  Jews^   Conjurers,   Elaiphcmers, 
or  that  they  have  been  guilty  of  feme  other  Crimes, 
cognizable  by  the  Tribunal  of  the  Inquifition.  Who- 
ever is  fo  prefumptuous  as  to  fcruple  to  bend  the  Knee 
before  the  Monkifh  Idol,  is   deliver^  over  to  the 
Hands  of  the  Hana;man.      But  I  don't  dellgn  to  ac- 
quaint thee  w^ith  the  Cruelties  of   the  Inquifition  at 
\-  this  time,  and  fhall  relate  all  the  Horrors  that  I  have 
heard  of  it  in  another  Letter.     One  thino;  which  fur- 
prifes  me  is,  that  the  Spaniards^  if  they  had  not  this 
barbarous  Inquifition,   would  be  every  whit  as  fub- 
ir/iffive  to  the  Monks,  for  whom  they  have  a  ridicu- 
lous Veneration,  which  fcems  to  be  an  Idea  born  with 
them;   and   they  promote  them  to  all  the  eminent 
Foils :  'Tis  true  that  the  prefcnt  Miniftry  is  fo  wife 
and  clear-fightcd  as  to  oppofe  this  Cuftom  very  much  ; 
but  the  Evil  is  fo  rooted  that  it  is  incurable. 

The  Duke  of  Medma-Ceeli^  who  was  Prime  Mi- 
niller  to  Charles  the  Second,  met  with  no  Affair  in 
all  his  Adminiftration  that  gave  him  more  Trouble 
to  manage  than  that  of  changing  the  King's  Con- 
feffor :  For  no  fooner  had  the  Duke  promoted  on« 
to  that  Pofu,  but  he  was  obliged  to  remove  him  ;  fa 
th;at  in  five  Years,  that  Monarch  had  no  lefs  than 
feven  ConfefTors,  of  whom  there  was  not  one  who 
did  not  cabal,  and  confound  Affairs. 

The  Veneration  the  Spaniards  have  for  the  Friars 
is  fo  great,  fo  blind,  that  it  makes  them  undertakr 
the  Vindication  of  the  moft  unparallel'd  Mifdc-. 
jneanours ;  tliey  even  punifh  thofe  that  offer  to  ffop 
them,  by  ftriking  at  the  Monaltic  Privileges ;  an  J 
the  moil  exalted  Station  never  proved  a  Shelter  to 
thofi  that  have  dared  to  attempt  it,. 

I  4  AAlonk 
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A  Monk  of  the  Kingdom  of  Valencia^  which  is  a 
Country  that  abounds  with  Robbers,  Murderers  and 
Afi'aflins,  after  having  quitted  his  Convent,  put  him- 
fclf  at  the  Head  of  thofe  Banditti,  who  are  called 
Bandeler6*s^  and  diflinguifli'd  himfelf  by  feveral  wick- 
ed Adions;   but  jufl:  as  he  had  committed  an  Aflafli- 
nation,  he  was  taken  with  the  Weapons  upon  him. 
All  the  Divinity  of  the  School  could  not  furnifh  him 
with  Arguments  to  palliate  his  Crime.  Some  Perfon 
of  Good-fenfe,  who  thought  that  it  was  abfolutely 
neceffary  to  make  an  Example  of  him,  advis'd  the 
Viceroy  to  hang  up  the  Friar  upon  the  Spot ;  which 
he  had  a  great  mind  to  do,  but  being  afraid  of  the 
Monaftic  PofTe,  he  called  a  Council  of  four  Friars 
of  the  feveral  Orders,  and  commanded  them  to  give 
him  their  Opinion.     1  here  were  two  of  them  who 
cjuoted  all  the  Spani/h  Dcdors,  and  pretended  that 
the  Friar  could  not  be  tried  'till  the  Pontiff  was  ac- 
quainted of  his  Affair.  The  two  other  PViars,.  forget- 
ting as  it  were  by  a  Miracle,  the  venerable  Habit 
of  St.  Francis^  with  which  they  v/ere  cloathcd,  and 
ftruck  v/ith  Horror  at  the  Murder  which  their  Bro- 
ther had  corr-mitted,  voted  that  he  fhould  be  exe- 
t.uted  with  all  poffibl.e  Speed.     In  this  Confli6t  of 
Opinions,  the  Viceroy  thinking  that  it  was  for  the 
King's  Service  to  make  a  fpeedy  and  fevere  Exam- 
ple of    him,    adhered  to   that   Opinion  which   he 
thought   mofl  conformable    to  Juflice,  and  caus'd 
the  Criminal  to  be  executed  on  the  Spot. 

The  Clergy  being  informed  that  a  Monk  was 
going  to  be  punifh'd,  who  deferv'd  to  be  broke  upon 
the  Wheel,  met  in  a  tumultuous  manner,  and  made 
hafte  to  the  Pontiff,  who  entering  into  their  Opinion, 
fcnt  to  defire  the  Viceroy  to  proceed  no  farther. 
But  the  latter  thought  himfelf  excus'd  for  this  time 
from  paying  his  filial  Obedience  ;  and  going  roundly 
to  woik,  the  Monk  was  executed  without  a  Mo- 
ment's. 
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merit's  Delay.     But  it  was  fcarce  over,  when  th-e 
PontifF  publifh'd  an  Intercli6l,  at  which  melancholy 
News  the  People  thought  themfeJves  undone,  took 
Arms  in  a  Rage,  and   befieg'd  the   Viceroy,  who 
was  fled  to  his  Palace  for  Refuge.     They  faid  ta 
him  :   "  Governador  difgraciado  !  quicres  que  nos 
*'  hagamos   ncgros   come  Carbon,  y    fecos   come 
*'  Lena  ?  Crees  que  faremos  efcomulcados  por  Amor 
**  tuyo?  Es  menefter  que  ercs  Judio,  o  Aioro,  por 
*'  haver  hecho    un  Pecado  por  el  qual  cl   Ciel  tcr 
"  amenafa;'*    i.  e.  Unhappy  Governor !  would'ffc 
thou  have  us  become  as  black  as  Coal,  and  as  dry  as 
^V"ood  ?   Do'ft  thou  think  that  we  have  a  mind  to 
be  excommunicated   for  thy  fake  ?   Thou  muii  be 
either  a  'Jew  or  a  Moor  to  have  pre  fumed  to  com- 
mit a  Crime  that   fubjedls  thee  to  the  Wrath  of 
Heaven.     The  Viceroy  did  not  think  fit  to  reafon 
with  the  Populace  that  had  fuch  ftrong  Arguments 
on  their  Sides,  but  was  fo  wife  as  to  make  his  Efcaps 
out  of  the  Town.     The  Court,  being  informed  of 
this  Affair,  appointed  a  Jeftut  and  a  Doniimcan  to 
enquire  into  it.    Thou  already  perceived,  dear  Adon^ 
ceca^  that  the  Viceroy  had  not  Jufirice  done  him  ; 
for  he  was  feverelv  chaftifcd  for  having  dared  to  pu- 
nifli  a  Villain  :    He  v/as  banifhM  twenty  Leagues 
from  Madrid^  and  another  was  appointed  to  enjoy 
his  Place. 

Farewell,  Az'xx  Monceca  ;  live  content  and  happy^ 


1  5  LETTEI^ 
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LETTER     ClIL 

Trom  Aaron  Monceca,  at  Amflerdam, 
to  Isaac  Onis^  a  Caraite^  at  Cairo, 
formerly  a  Rabbi,  at  Conftantinople. 


Dear  Isaac, 

■^T^HE  Air  of  Holland  fcems  to  infpire  a  Love 
■^  of  Philofophy ;  that  Liberty  which  is  enjoyM 
there  furnifhes  the  Mind  with  a  thoufand  Ideas 
which  don't  prefent  themfelves  to  it  elfewherc. 
Every  Man  in  this  Country  has  a  Right  of  Think- 
ing, Reafoning,  and  Explaining  himfelf,  without 
running  the  rifque  of /his  Life  or  Fortune.  Every 
body  may  ferve  God  in  their  own  way  ;  and  pro- 
vided they  are  virtuous,  they  are  fure  of  being  quiet 
in  this  Country. 

The  Freedom  of  Religion  which  People  enjoy  in 
thcfe  Provinces,  does  not  give  Occafion  to  the  lead 
Trouble.  As  there  is  not  one  that  has  a  Thought 
of  tyrannizing  over  the  others,  all  Mankind  live  in 
Peace  here,  and  everyone  follows  his  own  Opinion. 
For  be  the  Diverfity  of  Sentiments  among  the  Dutch 
ever  fo  great,  they  all  centre  in  this  Point  j  Let  us 
vs  not  force  others^  and  let  us  not  be  forced. 

Thefe  happy  People  are  truly  humane,  and  attached 
to  the  firft  Principles  of  the  Law  of  Nature.  'I'hey 
don't  think  that  the  Difference  of  Opinions  ought  to 
be  an  Occafion  of  Violence  and  Persecution .  They 
kave  it  to  God  to  enlighten  the  Miiid.   They  don't 
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make  human  Nature  blufh  under  the  fpeclous  Co- 
lour of  Truth  and  Rehgion  j  and  the  Fondnefs  for 
extending  their  P^aith  does  not  make  them  put  the^ 
lefs  Value  upon  the  Lives  of  their  Brethren.  Is  a 
Man  the  \c(s  fo,  for  being  a  Perfian  or  ^xn  Indian  F  If 
he  is  virtuous,  why  muft  he  be  bjnifh'd  from  So- 
ciety? A  Turk,  or,  if  you  will,  3.  Bonze,  ifJiebea 
Man  of  Candour,  is  every  where  an  ineftimable  IVea- 
fure ;  and  he  ought  to  be  refpe6ted  by  his  Fellow- 
creatures  at  Amjlerdam^  as  well  as  at  Conjiantlnopk^ 
or  at  Pck'm. 

Thefe  Maxims  are  fo  perfectly  rivetted  in  the 
Dutch,  that  there  are  few  People  perfccutcd  for  Re- 
ligion, but  are  fure  of  finding  not  only  a  Shelter 
among  them,  but  real  Prote6lion.  One  v/ould 
imagine,  that  the  Uniformity  of  their  Ivuih  had  ex- 
cited their  Charity  towards  the  /r^«^Z>  Refugees.  I 
am  apt  to  think  it  has  a  Share  in  it.  But  the  Hatred 
which  they  bear  to  Violence  was  the  fingle  Motive^ 
that  determin'd  them  to  affift  the  Fortugucfe  yews- 
againft  the  Perfecution  of  their  Tyrants.  The  Uni- 
ted Provinces  have  received  our  unfortunate  profcrib'd 
Brethren,  and  protected  them  from  the  Rage  of  the 
Monks.  There  are  Numbers  of  Nazarene  Papids- 
that  ought  eternally  to  own  thciir  Obligations  to  the 
Goodnefs  of  the  Dutch,  whofe  tender  Companion 
has  been  experienced  too  by  many  celebrated  Autliors. 
of  the  firflRank,  who  have  had  the  Misfortune  to  be 
banifh'd  their  Country. 

*Tis  not  here  as  in  many  other  Cjuntries,  where 
our  unfortunate  Nation  feems  o.nly  tolerated  to  be- 
a  Prey  to  all  the  Injuries,  and  to  fufFer  ail  the  Severities. 
of  Fortune.  A  Jew  at  Amjtcrdmn  is  a  Subjcdl  who' 
enjoys  all  the  Privileges  to  v/hich  the  other  Religions 
are  intitled  ;  and  the  Coufm  of  a  Roman  PontifF,  tl.e: 
Brother  of  the  firft  Lutheran  Baron,  and  the  Son  of 
an  EngUJh  Bifhop,  have  not  greater  Prerogatives  in. 

1  d  Hoir- 
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Holland  than  the  Child  of  the  meaneft  Rabbi.  If  a 
Man  has  the  Happinefs  to  be  born  a  Subje6l  of  the 
Republic,  he  enjoys  all  Privileges,  he  owes  Submiffion 
to  nobody,  and  owns  not  even  the  Magiftrate,  but 
when  he  is  in  his  Office  i  for  at  other  times  they  arc 
all  upon  a  Level. 

It  may  therefore,  dear  IfaaCy  be  juftly  faid,  that 
the  Jews  are  free  in  Holland  and  in  England^  but 
Slaves  every  where  elfe,  either  to  the  Nazarenes  or 
to  MuJJld?7ien.  We  are  tolerated  at  Ro?ne^  and  in- 
deed have  many  Synagogues  there  ;  but  what  a  Con- 
ftraint  are  we  not  put  under  !  What  Cruelty,  Scorn 
and  Labour,  are  we  not  fubje£^  to,  to  purchafe  th^e 
Afylum  which  Is  granted  us  \  I  have  been  aflur'd  by 
fcveral  of  our  Brethren,  that  by  an  Ordinance  of  a 
certain  Pontiff  of  Rome  f,  a  particular  Number  of 
the  yews  there  were  obligM  to  be  prefent  every  Satur- 
day in  the  Afternoon  at  a  Nazarene  Sermon,  whea- 
li  Company  of  Friars  walk'd  about  the  Church  with 
long  Wands  in  their  Hands ;  and  if  a  Jeiv  feem*d 
not  to  give  good  Attention,  he  was  reprimanded,  and 
treated  hke  a  Scholar  fent  to  learn  his  Catechifm  ; 
for  the  leaft  Mark  of  HeedlefTnefs  was  corredled  by 
tv'jo  or  three  Raps  over  the  Shoulders.  Sometimes 
the  Monks  peep  into  the  Ears  of  fuch  as  are  prefent 
at  thefe  Sermons,  for  fear  they  (hould  ftop  them  with 
Cotton. 

For  what  Piirpofe  is  all  this  Grimace,  or  rather 
thefe  Indignities?  Are  the  Nazarenes  (o  fenfelefs  as 
to  think  that  the  Mind  Is  convinced  by  vain  Decla- 
mations ?  The  Heart  can  never  be  brought  to  relifh 
Reafon  without  finding  out  fome  Method  to  pre- 
engage  it.  Tho'  it  were  true,  as  it  is  not,  that  the 
Nazarenes  are  in  the  right  way,  the  harfh,  violent 
•*ind  tyrannical  Manner,    with  which  they  declare 

-}•  Gregory  XIII; 
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their  Sentiments  to  us,  would  hinder  us  from  em-- 
bracing  them,  and  prejudice  us  againft  a  Religion 
which  aims  at  fovereign  Power,  and  feeks  to  con- 
vince by  Force  rather  than  by  Reafon. 

The  Dutch,  my  dear  Ifaac,  are  very  far  from 
opening  the  Ears  of  their  Preachers  with  Switches. 
Being  content  to  follow  thofc  Opinions  which  they 
think  tlie  moft  probable,  they  trouble  themfelves  as 
little  with  their  Neighbours  Faith  as  with  their  do- 
meflic  Affairs,  into  which  they  never  inquire. 

A  Man  in  this  Country  is  a  defpotic  King  at  h:3 
own  Houfe,  where  he  gives  Orders  like  a  Sovereign. 
He  is  not  afraid  who  inquires  or  knows  what  he 
does ;  unlefs  only,  in  cafe  it  be  fufpecSled  that  he 
acSls  againft  the  Government,  or  the  Welfare  of  So- 
ciety. 

From  that  Liberty  which  all  the  Dutch  enjoy  to  a 
Man,  arifes  their  Love  of  the  Country,  which  everv 
Lidividual  looks  upon  as  a  kind  Mother,  of  whofe 
Privileges  he  ought  to  be  tender.  Thefe  Sentiments 
are  fo  imprefs'd  on  their  Alinds  that  nothing  can  efface 
them;  and  as  there  are  few,  if  any.  Monks  m  Hol- 
land^ and  as  they  have  no  Authority  there,  the  Tran- 
quility of  the  Republic  is  like  to  lafl  for  ever.  The 
Difference  of  Religion  is  not  a  Thing  to  be  fear'd 
in  it.  The  Dutch  are  People  of  too  good  Senfe  ever 
to  difturb  the  Republic  for  the  fake  of  defending  the 
Opinion  of  any  Doctors.  They  permit  them  to  write 
as  many  Books  as  they  will,  and  when  they  are  good 
either  for  Inflru6lion  or  Amufement,  they  read  them ; 
but  if  they  are  trifling,  they  let  them  rot  in  Peace 
witli  the  Bookfellers. 

The  Confequence  of  the  Liberty  which  the  learned 
Men  enjoy  of  difputing  as  they  pleafe,  is  a  Number 
of  different  Creeds  or  Religions,  which  are  in  the 
main  all  Nazaretie,  tho'  they  vary  in  certain  Points. 
Perhaps,  d^ar  MQ?Ki(ay  thou  wilt  not  be  forry  if  I 

give 
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give  thee  a  fnort  Hiftory  of  fome  of  thefe  differing 
Se6ts. 

One  of  the  moft  confiderable  is  that  of  the  Ar- 
min'ians^  which  took  its  Name  from  Anninius^  Divi- 
nity-Profeflbr  at  Lcydcn.  It  only  differs  from  the 
Religion  of  the  Reformed  or  Calvinijis^  in  the  Ar- 
ticles of  Grace  and  Predeftination. 

The  Ant i-Trhiit avians,  or  modern  Ar'ians  have 
reviv'd  the  Opinions  of  that  famous  Arius^  who 
made  fuch  a  Noife  among  the  Nazarene  Pontiffs  in 
the  Time  of  Conjfantine.  His  Sentiments  after  200 
Years  of  Triumph,  and  13CO  of  Oblivion,  are  reviv'd 
at  this  Day,  and  have  been  maintain'd  in  our  Time, 
by  very  able  Men,  efpecially  in  England.  Dr.  Clarkt^ 
a  learned  Engl'ift)man^  wrote  feveral  Tra6ls  to  prove 
the  Validity  and  Truth  of  this  Doctrine  ;  and  th» 
celebrated  Newton  is  fuppos'd  to  have  dy'd  an  Ar'ian, 
If  I  v/as  a  Nazarene^  I  fhould  be  at  a  Lofs  to  com- 
prehend how  'twas  poffible  that  this  Truth  fliould, 
not  be  known  to  any  body  for  above  thirteen  Cen- 
turies. 

One  of  the  moft  extraordinary  Se£ls  is  that  of  the- 
'^akers^  which  has  neither  Priefts,  nor  Worfbip. 
They  who  are  of  this  Opinion  are  not  baptiz'd  like 
the  Nazarenes^  nor  circumciz'd  like  the  Jews  and 
the  Turks.  All  the  Religious  Ceremony  they  have 
when  they  meet  is  to  hear  a  Perfon  preach  a  Ser- 
mon ;  but  the  Preacher  ftarts  up  by  chance.  The 
firft  that  has  a  Notion  of  being  infpir'd,  be  it  Man 
or  Woman,  declares  what  he  or  £aQ  thinks  the  Spirit 
didlates,  and  the  Audience  is  verv  attentive.  The 
Women  are  very  careful  to  hide  their  Faces  with 
their  Fans,  and  the  Men  are  cover'd  with  broad- 
brimm'd  Hats,  which  give  them  an  Air  extremely 
ferious  and  gloomy.  The  fakers  are,  perhaps,  the 
only  true  Philofophers  of  all  the  Nazarenes.  They 
never  give  any  body  the  Title  of  Slr^  much  lefs  of 

Ttur 
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Tour  Highnefs^  or  Your  Alojefty,  They  fliy  that  all 
fuch  Words  are  the  Invention  of  the  Pride  of  Man  ; 
and  that  'tis  ridiculous  to  call  mere  Earth-worms  by 
the  Titles  o^  your  Eminence^  your  HoUnefs^  your  Ex- 
cellency^ he.  And  to  avoid  being  guilty  of  it,  they 
Thci  and  Thou  even  Princes  and  Kings.  All  the  Rea- 
fon  they  give  for  it  is,  that  a  great  Man  is  not  two 
Perfons  ;  and  that  Thou  becomes  him  much  better 
than  Touj  which  is  generally  larded  with  fome  fuperb 
Terms,  that  he  docs  not  defervc.  Their  Habit  is 
generally  very  plain,  without  Plaits  or  Buttons,  to  the 
end  that  it  may  be  a  continual  Lefibn  to  them  to  be 
more  virtuous  than  other  Men,  whofe  unprofitable 
and  criminal  Drefs  they  have  rejected.  Thev  never 
take  Oaths  ;  for  they  fay  'tis  horrid  to  proftitute  the 
Name  of  the  Moft  High  in  the  Difputes  of  wretched 
Mortals ;  and  that  a  Man  who  has  a  Mind  to  be 
virtuous,  ought  never  to  affirm  or  deny  a  Thino-  but 
by  a  Tea  and  a  Nay. 

I  will  confefs  to  thee,  dear  Ifaac^  that  I  can  never 
fay  enough  in  Praife  of  this  Cuftom  of  the  fakers  ; 
for  Oaths  are  vain  and  fuperfluous,  and  ferve  to  no 
Purpofe.  With  Men  the  Knave  is  not  afraid  to  take 
a  falfe  Oath,  and  the  Gentleman  ought  to  be  be- 
liev'd  upon  his  Word.  Perhaps  thou  haft  not  fecn 
that  fine  PafTage  of  a  Tragic  Author  of  this  Cen- 
tury: 

— ^—  LaiJJe-la  les  Ser?77cns, 
S^ils  faifoient  dans  les  cceurs  naitre  les  Sent  mens 
Je  t'cn  demanderois.  Mais  quelle  eji  leur  puiffance  ? 
Le  Vice  les  trahit^  la  Vertu  s^en  offenfe. 

II  fuffit^  entre  nous,  de  ion  Devoir^  du  inlen. 
Voild  le  vrai  Serment :  Les  autre s  ne  font  ricn  ^. 

h^oujart  dela  MotU,  in  the  Tragedy  of  Romulus, 
Act  V.  Scene  I.  ^ 

i.  e> 
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1.  e. 

Let's  hear  no  more  of  Oaths. 


If  they  awaken'd  Confciencc  in  the  Breaft, 

I  would  demand  them  of  thee.  But  what  do  they 
avail  ? 

Vice  betrays  them,   Virtue  frowns  at  them. 

For  us,  let  it  fuffice  to  difcharge  our  refpeilive  Ob- 
ligations. 

That's  the  true  Oath ;  others  are  good  for  nought. 

The  laft  Virtue  of  the  ^lakers  is  never  to  go  to 
War,  and  not  to  fhed  Blood  upon  any  Pretext  what- 
ever. They  fay,  that  the  Glory  of  Conquerors  is 
a  Fury  fit  for  a  Madman.  They  are  griev'd  at  the 
Murders  which  other  Men  commit,  and  gild  over 
with  the  Epithets  of  Courage^  Greatnefs  of  Scid'y 
Jidagnanimlty^  ov  Love  of  their  Country.  They  add, 
that  if  all  Men  were  ^takers,  content  with  poiTeiTing 
what  they  have,  and  careful  to  make  the  Unfortu- 
nate fharewith  them,  they  would  not,  like  famifti'd 
Wolves,  go  and  tear  People  to  Pieces,  whom  they 
never  faw,  or  had  any  Knowledge  of;  and,  who 
never  perhaps  did  them  any  Harm. 

The  SecSt  of  Jnahaptijis^  or  rather  MennoniteSy 
fo  call'd  from  a  Friefeland  Prieft  call'd  Menno^  is 
much  the  fame  with  that  of  the  ^lakers^  excepting 
the  Shaking  which  the  latter  affe<Sl  when  they  receive 
the  pretended  Infpiration  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and 
excepting  Baptifm  and  the  Lord's  Supper,  which  t\\Q 
Mennon'ites  adminifter  to  adult  Perfons,  and  which 
the  fakers  make  no  ufe  of. 

The  Rhinjbourgians^  fo  call'd  from  the  Village  of 
Rhinjhourg  near  Leyden^  where  they  meet  every 
Year  the  Day  after  Pentecojl^  are  defcended  from 
the  Armi7itan5 ;  but  they  have  adopted  feveral  Opi* 
nioiis  of  the  JrianSy    ^lakerSy    Anahaptijis^    Uq. 

axull 
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and  their  Religion  is  a  Medley  of  the  Opinions  of 
all  the  Nazarene  Sc6ls. 

The  Hehralfts  are  a  fort  of  Nazaretie  jfeivSy 
who  deem  the  perfect  Knowledge  of  the  Hebreiv 
Language  as  an  Article  of  Faith.  In  this  Se6l  there's 
a  great  Number  of  Women :  And  God  knows 
what  a  concert  is  form'd  by  'the  Clacks  of  thefe 
Hehralfts  going  all  together  !  They  have  an  Air  of 
Tumult  and  Wildnefs  which  fcarce  infpires  Devo- 
tion. 

In  all  thefe  different  Religions,  dear  Ifaac^  there 
are  a  few  honeft  Souls  full  of  Probity  and  Candour, 
who  believe  that  the  moft  agreeable  Worfliip  to  the 
Divine  Being  is  to  ferve  hi^ri  with  Zeal  and  Fer- 
vency. Thinkcft  thou  that  they  will  ever  be  plung'd 
in  Darknefs,  becaufe  they  are  not  born  of  the  Race 
o^  Jacob  ?  Will  it  be  of  no  Service  to  them  to  have 
follow 'd  the  Law  of  Nature,  which  was  the  firft 
that  Men  pra^lis'd,  and  the  Lights  of  their  own 
Confciences?  When  they  have  acknowledg'd  but 
one  God,  and  done  nothing  but  good  to  their  Neigh- 
bour in  this  World,  fliall  they  be  everlaftingly  unhap- 
py in  the  other  ?  And  becaufe  they  did  not  believe 
it  was  neceflary  for  Salvation  to  be  a  JiWy  can  the 
Divinity  refolve  to  punifh  Creatures  for  being  virtu- 
ous? This  however  is  faid  by  our  Rabbies,  who 
aifirm  that  'tis  a  Myftery  which  paiTeth  our  Know- 
ledge.    But  mufl  we  abfolutely  believe  'em  ? 

Farewell,  dear  7/^^^  ;  live  content;  and  tho* 'tis 
'  thy  Happinefs  to  be  born  a  JnVi  don't  rafhly  con- 
demn others. 
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LETTER     CIV. 

Fro??t  Aaron  Monceca,  al  Amfter- 
dam,  to  Isaac  Onis,  a  Caraite^  for^ 
merly  a  Rabbiy  at  Conftantinople, 

^  HE  Variety  of  SecEls  one  obferves  in  Hollandy 
has  led  me  into  ferious  Reflections  upon  the 
Power  of  Prejudices.  I  have  attentively  confider'd 
\\ov^  difHcult  it  is  for  Men  to  know  the  Errors  of 
the  Religion  in  which  they  are  bred,  how  vifible  {o-^ 
ever  they  are  to  fuch  as  are  born  in  another  Opinion* 
The  Notion  which  People  conceive  in  their 
Youth  of  what  they  call  Grounds  of  Faith,  is 
fo  ftrong,  and  has  fo  much  the  Afcendant  over  them,, 
that  they  eafily  fwallow  Sentiments  dire£l:ly  oppofite 
to  one  another,  and  equally  ridiculous,  v/ithout  per* 
ceiving  their  aflonifliing  Contrariety.  The  Obje^s^ 
hys  Cicero^  which  are  dally  prefent  to  our  View,  he^ 
come  fo  familiar  to  our  Minds,  that  they  neither  ad- 
tnire  them,  nor  are  folicitous  to  know  the  Caufes  of 
them  f .  Men  obferve  the  fame  Condudl  in  v/hat 
concerns  their  Religion.  They  are  accuftom'd  from 
their  tender  Years  to  entertain  fuch  and  fuch  Opini- 
ons; and  as  extraordinary  as  they  mud:  appear  to  i 
them  Vv'hen  they  have  attained  to  a  certain  Age,  it 
does  not  ftrike  them.     7"hey  have  contracted  fuch  a 

-f-  Confuetudine  Oculorum  afTuefcunt  Animi ;  neque 
admirantur,  neque  requirunt  Rationes  earum  Rerum 
quas  femper  vident.  Cicero  de  Natura  Dcorum,  lib.  ii.. 
<;a^.  38, 

Familiarity 
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Familiarity  with  them,  and  the  Cuftom  of  regarding 
them  as  Fundamentals,  has  taken  fuch  deep  Root  in 
them,  that  it  leads  them  to  an  implicitBclief  of  Things 
that  are  oppofite  to  natural  Rcafon,  or  common 
Senfe  ;  and  if  by  chance  there  be  any  doubt  in  their 
Minds,  fo  far  are  they  from  endeavouring  to  clear  it 
up,  that  they  themfelves  would  contribute  to  their 
Prejudices,  and  fludy  for  Reafons  to  fortify  them. 

The  Thing  that  perpetuates  Errors  in  the  Gene- 
rality of  Mankind,  is  a  firm  Belief  they  have  in  cer- 
tain falfe  Opinions,  which  they  look  upon  as  Prin- 
ciples (o  certain  that  they  won't  give  themfelves  the 
Trouble  to  examine  them.  They  would  think  them- 
felves criminal,  if  they  did  but  doubt  of  them  for  a 
fingle  Moment.  Now  'tis  certain,  that  moft  of  the 
Opinions  which  flow  from  thofe  falfe  Principles, 
muft  unavoidably  be  tainted  with  the  vicious  Quality 
of  their  Source.  A  Fanatic  who  takes  it  for  an  evi- 
dent Principle  that  he  or  his  Teacher  is  immedi- 
ately infpir'd  of  God,  eafily  admits  all-the  Chimera's 
of  his  diforder'd  Brain,  and  heated  Imagination,  as 
Revelations  from  God.  He  even  draws  Conclu- 
fions  which  feem  juft.  I  arn  wfpif'd  /  fays  he.  Thi 
Spirit  which  infpires  me^  being  God  himfelf^  cannot 
deceive  vie.     Ergo,   every  thing  with  which  1  am  i?!- 

.fpir'd  is  true.  'Tis  in  vain  to  go  to  fhew  him  the 
Ridicule  of  the  Things  with  which  he  pretends  to 
have  been  infpir'd.  He  always  recurs  to  his  Argu- 
ment ',  and  if  one  offers  to  attack  the  Principle 
which  he  goes  upon,  he  immediately  drops  the  Dif- 

L  pute,  and  looks  upon  the  Pcrfon  who  denies  the  Rea- 
lity of  his  Infpiration,  as  a  Man  that  would  not  care 
to  own  that  two  and  two  make  four,  and  that  would 

,  refufQ  his  AfTent  to  the  cleared  Evidence. 

The  Generality  of  Mankind  being   fo  prejudic'd 
in  favour  of  the  miilakcn  Principles  they  have  once 
imbib'd,  as  to  be  incapable  of  being  mov'd  by  Pro- 
babilities 
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babilitles  not  only  the  moft  apparent,  but  the  mofl 
convincing,   in   Matters  that  are   contradi6lory   tc 
tliofe  Principles ;   we  are  not  to  wonder,  dear  Jjfhac^ 
at  the  Obflinacy  v^hich  we  perceive  in  the  Stickler?' 
of  the  feveral  Se6ts.     There  are  few  Perfons  of  fof^ 
fuperior  a  Genius  as  to  be  able  to  conquer  the  Im- 
preflions  of  their  Youth,  which  gather  Strength  by 
Time,  and  that  are  willing  to  carry  the  Flambeau  offt 
Truth  in  the  midft  of  a  Multitude  of  Errors  whichfS 
they  have  been  accuftomM  to  look  upon  as  facred. 
Religions  the  moll  abfurd  have  been  adher'd  to  by 
the  greateft  Men.     Can  the  Wit  of  Man  fhew  any 
thing  fo  extravagant  as  Idolatry  ?  Yet  how  manyioi 
Genius's  of  the  firft  Clafs  have  been  plung'd  in  theii'li 
Horror  and  Folly  of  Paganifm  !  If  they  had  onlyui 
refie(Si:ed  for  one  Moment  upon  the  firft  Principles 
of  their  Faith,  they  would  quickly  have  perceiv'din 
the  Ridicule  of  it;  but  being  accuftom'd  from  theinij 
tender  Years  to  look  upon  them  as  Truths  generally '  c 
receiv'd,  they  were  not  at  all  {hock'd  by  the  Abfur-  *r 
dities  which  naturally  flow'd  from  them. 

I  know,  my  dear  Ifaac,    that   there  are  at  this  it 
Day  many  learned  Men  who  maintain,  that  of  all  il 
the  great  Men  of  Antiquity,  none  believ'd  a  Plura-  i 
lity  of  Gods.     But  how  can  they  bring  meer  Con-  | 
jeftures  for  Proofs,    againft  the  Teftimonies  that 
fubfift  in  the  Writings  that  are  ftill  extant,    and 
which  fo  clearly  demonftrate  what  was  the  Opinion 
of  their  Authors  ?  Cicero ,  who  is  commonly  quoted 
for  one  of  the  Pagan  Philofophers  that  was  moft 
firmly  perfuaded  of  the  Exiftence  of  the  Divine  Be- 
ing, makes  ufe  of  the  Argument  of  innate  Ideas, 
and  of  that  of  the  general  Confent  of  Mankind,  to 
prove  that  there  are  feveral  Gods.     '  Since  there 

*  is  no  Law  nor  Cuftom,  fays  he^  that  manifefts  to 

*  Mankind  the  Exiftence  of  the  Gods,  this  Idea 

*  mufl  be,  as  it  were,  innate  with  them.     Nay,  it 

'  canaot 


^ct.io^.    Z'^^^  Jewish  Spy.  i8p 

cannot  be  "but  the  EKiftence  of  thofe  Gods  muft 
be  real  ;  becaufe  'tis  unavoidable  for  a  Thing  not 
to  be  true  when  'tis  received  by  the  general  Con- 
fent  of  all  Mankind*.* 

Doft  think,  dear  Ifaac^  that  a  Man  who  argues 

fter  this  manner,  believes  there  is  but  one  God? 

low  can  it  be  j  fince  the  very  Argument  that  he 

lakes  ufe  of  to  prove  the  Being  of  feveral  Gods, 

contrary  to  the  Hypothefis  of  one  God  only  ?  For 

the    Confent  which  all   People  give  to  a  Thing 

s  really  a  Mark  of  its  Truth,  it  would  follow 

lat  there  was  at  one  time  a  great  Number  of  Gods, 

caufe  all  the  Nations  of  the  Earth  were  plung'd 

T  feveral  Ages  fucceflively  in  Idolatry  ;  and  becaufe 

me  acknowledg'd  the  true  God  but  the  Ifraelites^ 

10,  in  Comparifon  to  the  whole  "World,    were 

It  a  Pin's  Point. 

*Tis  idle  therefore  to  pretend  to  argue,  that  it  was 
poflible  for  People  that  had  a  Genius  ajid  Learn- 
g-,  to  be  fo  blind  as  to  believe  the  Pagan  Religion  : 
or  if  one  does  but  confider  what  SubmifTion  Men 
y  to  the  firft  Prejudices  which  they  imbibe  in 
eir  Infancy,  and  how  much  they  are  govern'd  by 
rtain  Opinions  which  they  look  upon  as  fure 
.axims,  we  fhall  no  longer  wonder  that  they  ad- 
it all  the  abfurd  Confequences  that  flow  from 
em.     'Tis   true    that   fome   of  the  Philofophcrs 

IjecSted  the  ridiculous  Confequences  that  attend  the 
_  otion  of  Polytheifm  \  for  they  were  aware,  that  it 


*  Cum  enim  non  Inftituto  aliquo,  aut  More,  aut  Lege, 
Opinio  conftituta,  maneatque  ad  unum  omnium  firma 
Dnfenfio,  intelligi  necefTe  eft  effe  Decs,  quoniam  infitas 
rum,  vel  potius  innatas  Cogitationes  habemus.  De 
10  autem  omnium  Natura  confenfit,  id  verum  efle  ne- 
fie  eft.  Efle  igitur  Decs  confitendum  eft.  Cicero  de 
atHra  D^  or  urn,  lib.  i.  p.  68. 
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was  impoffible  for  fuch  Extravagancies  to  be  in  the 
leaft  confiftent  with  the  Divine  Nature.  But  it 
feems  however,  that  they  were  influenc'd  by  the 
Power  of  Prejudices ;  and  that,  tho*  they  reje6led 
the  Confequences  of  thofe  Principles,  they  had  how- 
ever a  blind  Deference  for  them  which  they  could 
not  fnake  off.     '  The   Additions,  fays  Ariftotlcj 

*  that  have  been  made  to  the  Divine  Nature,  are 

*  only  f'ables  accommodated  to  Mens  Capacity, 
'  We  know  that  there  are  Gods,  and  that  their 
'  Eflence  is  divine.  Whatever  they  fay  more  of 
*■   'em  is  Fiiflion,  invented  for  the  fake  of  Society. 

*  'Tis  from  this  Principle  that  the  Gods  are  liken'd 

*  not  only  to  Men,  but  Animals  *.' 

Confider,  dear  Ifaac^  that  Arijictle^  while  he  con- 
demns the  Chimera's  that  are  vented  concerning  thd 
Gods,  lays  down  the  Plurality  of  thofe  fame  Gods 
'A$>  an  acknowledg'd  Truth,  and  as  an  undeniable 
Principle.  As  abfurd  and  as  impious  as  this  Belief 
was,  it  was  fo  generally  received  by  the  Greeks^  and 
by  the  Greeks  of  the  higheft  Dignity,  that  it  cofi 
Soa'aies  his  Life  for  prefuming  to  maintain  the  Unity 
of  the  Godhead  ;  and,  no  doubt,  it  was  the  Fear  of 
Shocking  the  Doctrine  of  PoIytheif?n^  which  induc*d 
Epkurus  to  allow  that  Exiftence  to  a  Plurality  of  \ 
Gods,  which  he  and  his  Difciples  refus'd  them  in  * 
their  Hearts.  As  ridiculous  foever  as  it  was  to  admit  • 

*  Tradita  autem  fant  qusedam  a  Majoribus  noftris,  et  ^ 
admodum  antiquis,    ac  in  Fabulee  Figura  pofterioribua' 
relidta,  quod  hi  Diifmt,  univerfamque  Nataram  divinam'  *! 
contineant.     Ccetera  vero  fabulose  ad  Multitudinis  Per- 
fuafionem,  et  ad  Legum,  ac  ejus  quod  conferat  Oppor- 
tunitatem,  jam  illata  funt.     Homini  Formis  namque,  ac 
aliorum  .\nimaliam  nonnullis,  fimiles  cos  dicunt,  ac  aha 
confequentia,  fimilia  iis   quae  dida  funt.     Arijiot.  Me- 
iaphyf.  lib.  xii.  cap.  viii.  p,  744. 
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of  Gods,  and  to  deprive  them  of  all  Power,  yet  it 
was  far  from  exafperating  fuch  People  as  would  have 
looked  upon  it  to  be  no  lefs  than  an  Attempt  to 
Ihike  at  their  firft  Principles. 

We  muft  therefore  attribute  the  Duration  of  Re- 
ligions, and  the  Obftinacy  of  thofe  who  profefs  them, 
to  the  profound  Veneration  which  all  Mankind  have 
for  the  firft  Sentiments  with  which  they  are  infpir'd 
in  their  Youth.  That's  the  Reafon  why  they  are 
for  maintaining  the  Errors  which  they  follow  and  de- 
fend from  the  Relation  they  bear  to  other  Errors  t6 
which  they  give  the  Name  of  Principles.  Confc- 
qucntly,  no  wonder  if  we  find  great  Men,  in  all 
the  various  Religions,  folicitous  to  demonftratc  the 
IVuth  of  them,  llrcnuoufly  convinc'd  of  that  in 
which  they  live,  and  openly  condemning  all  others 
that  are  oppofite  to  it.  A  ^taker  may  argue  per- 
fe6tly  jufi:  in  every  thing  which  does  not  relate  to 
'ihiakerijm  \  for,  fince  in  things  that  are  foreign  to 
his  Religion,  he  examines  the  Principles  which  he  is 
willing  to  build  on,  he  is  no  more  liable  to  err  than 
another  Man. 

It  would  be  wrong  to  obje£l  that  'tis  inipoiTiblc 
for  a  Man  who  makes  ufe  of  his  Reafon,  in  the 
common  Ccurfe  of  Things,  to  be  fo  prcjudic'd  as 
to  fwallow  the  Abfurdities  of  fome  of  the  modern 
Religions  ;  and  that  if  they  who  profefs  them  have 
any  Genius,  they  muft  have  but  a  mean  Opinion  of 
them.  In  order  to  be  convinc'd  that  there  is  no 
Religion,  how  abfurd  foever,  but  it  may  be  believ'd, 
we  need  only  examine  the  ridiculous  Parts  of  the 
Pagan  ;  and  fince  it  will  appear,  that  great  ]\4en 
have  believ'd  a  Plurality  of  Gods,  a  Jew^  be  he  ever 
fo  zealous,  will  not  be  furpriz'd  that  Newton  was  an 
Arian  f ,  Arnaud  ;md  Pafcal  Papijis^   Limbourg  an 

f  See  Voltaire'\  Vllth  Letter  concerning  the  EngliJ7j. 
.  Arminian^ 
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Armin'ian^  Claude  a  Calviniji^  Barclay  a  ^aker, 
and  Galen  an  Anahaptift,  All  thofe  learned  Men 
believ'd  nothing  To  abfurd,  and  fo  contrary  to  the 
Light  of  Nature,  or  Common-fenfe,  as  the  Plurality 
of  Gods.  The  P'orce  of  Prejudice,  and  the  Vene- 
ration that  Men  have  for  Opinions  which  they  look 
upon  as  firft  Principles,  muft  needs  have  a  de- 
fpotic  Power  over  their  Minds,  in  that  it  does  not 
permit  them  to  acknowledge  their  Blindnefs.  No- 
body has  better  defcrib'd  the  Folly  and  Extravagance 
of  Pagan] fm^  than  one  of  the  antient  Nazarene  Doc- 
tors, call'd  Jrnohius.  He  fhews,  in  a  Method  as 
evident  as  eloquent,  the  Confufion  that  muft  be  the 
Confequence  of  the  Equality  of  the  Offerings  made 
to  the  Gods,  by  two  Nations  that  are  Enemies  to 
each  other.    '  In  that  Cafe  it  would  be  unavoidable, 

*  fayi  he^  for  the  Gods  to  know  what  Party  to  ef- 
'  poufe;  and  they  muft  either  continue  neuter,  and 
'  {o  be  ungrateful  to  both  the  Parties,  or  elfe  muft 

*  pull  down  with  one  Hand  what  they  fet  up  with 

*  the  other  §.'  This  is  what  they  fay  happen'd  at 
the  Siege  of  Troy^  when  the  Gods,  not  being  able  to 
agree  among  themfelves,  and  to  determine  whom 
to  favour,  efpous'd,  after  a  Divifion,  the  Qiiarrel 

§  Quod  fi  Populi  duo  hoflilibus  diflidentes  Armis,  Sa- 
crificiis  paribus  Superiorum  locupletaveriRt  Aras,  alterque 
in  alteram  poftulent  Vires  iibique  ad  Auxilium  commen- 
dari,  nonne  iterum  necefle  eft  credi,  fi  Praemiis  folicitan- 
tur  ut  profint,  eos  Partes  inter  utrafque  debere  haefitare, 
defigi,  nee  reperire  quid  faciant,  ciini  fuas  intelligant 
Gratias  Sacrorum  Acceptionibus  obligatas  ?  Aut  enim 
Auxilia  hinc  et  inde  praeftabunt,  id  quod  fieri  non  poteft ; 
pugnabunt  enim  contra  ipfos  feipfi,  contra  fuas  Gratias 
Voluntatefque  nitentur  j  aut  ambobus  Populls  Opem  fub- 
miniftrare  ceffabunt ;  id  quod  Sceleris  magni  eft,  poft 
impenfam  acceptamque  Mercedem.  Arnoh.  lib.  vii.  p. 
219,  i^c, 
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of  the  Greeks  and  Trcja?is.  Venus,  (he  who  was 
form'd  to  govern  the  Pleafurcs  and  the  Graces  ia 
Paphos  and  Cytherea,  was  wounded  for  raflily  inter- 
pcfing  in  the  midft  of  the  Combat.  However  that  was 
not  one  of  the  moft  difhonefl  Employments  of  this 
Goddefs  ;  for  fhe  had  others  which  would  have  put 
a  Woman  of  the  leaft  Modefty  to  the  Blufli.  And 
therefore  one  of  the  antient  Nazarene  Pontiffs  re- 
proaches the  Pagan  Philofophers,  That  in  order 
to  train  up  their  Tenth  well,  ihey  were  oUig  d 
to  fet  before  them  not  the  Example  of  the  Deities 
that  they  ador'd^  but  that  of  wife  and  virtuous 
Men  *. 

Since  Perfons  of  fuch  Wifdom  and  Learning,  and 
thofe  whofe  Works  of  fo  many  Ages  {landing  are 
{lIII  the  Admiration  of  the  Learned,  fmce  fuch  as 
they  beHevM  the  Exiftcnce  of  a  Number  of  Gods, 
and  Gods  {0  imperfeft,  thou  wilt  frankly  own,  dear 
Ifaac,  that  there  are  few  Mortals  fo  happy  as  intirely 
to  conquer  all  Prejudices  ;  and  that  its  no  wonder  if 
we  iind  Men  of  a  fuperior  Genius  believing  in  the 
moft  abfurd  Rcli2:ions. 

D 

Let  us  therefore  be  thankful  to  God^  that  we  were 
born  in  that  of  Mofcs  \  and  let  us  apply  ourfelves 
in  good  earnefl  duly  to  difcharge  all  the  Duties 
of  it. 

*  Nihil  Homines. tarn  infociabiles  reddit  VitiE  Perver- 
fitate,  quam  illomm  Deorum  Imitatio,  quales  d^^fcribun- 
tur  et  commendantur  Literis  eorum.  Denique  illi  dodif- 
fimi  Viri,  qui  Rempublicam,  Civitatemque  terrenam, 
quails  eis  efie  debere  videbatur,  magis  domeilicis  Difpu- 
tationibus  requirebant,  vel  etiam  defcribebant,  quam 
publicis  Adionibus  inllituebant  atque  formabant,  egregios 
atque  laudabiles,  quos  putabant.  Homines  poticus,  quam 
Decs  fuos,  imitandos  proponebant  erudicnds  Indoli  Ju- 
ventutis.  Augujiini  EpiJ}.  CCII.  p.  864. 

Vol.  III.  K  Farewell, 
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Farewell,  dear  Ifaac  ;  and  don't  neglect  any  longer 
to  let  me  hear  from  thee. 


LETTER    CV. 

Fro?n  Aaron  Monceca,  at  Amfterdam, 
lo  Isaac  Onis,  a  Caraile,  in  Egypt, 
formerly  a  Rabbi  at  Conflantinople. 

TTAvIng  endeavour'd  to  give  thee  an  Idea  of  the 
■■■•^  Dutch  in  general,  I  now  propofe  to  acquaint 
thee  of  what  I  haveobferv'd  in  particular.  The  Popu- 
lace in  this  Country,  as  I  told  thee  in  my  former 
Letters,  are  brutifh,  and  often  infolent.     '   'Tis  a 

*  hard   Matter,  fays  a  modern  Author^  to    reform 

*  them.     Laws  may  be  made  to  enjoin  Obedience      j 

*  to  the  State,  and  the  Payment  of  Taxes,  but  none       ■ 

*  are  made  for  good  Manners  ;  and  every  thing 
^  that  has  not  the  Force  of  a  Law  is  in  no  wife  ob- 
'  ligatory    upon  the    Dutch.      A   Sort  of  Equality 

*  which  it  is  neceiTary  to  keep  up  in  Republics  is 
^  partly  the  Caufe  of  the  Infolence  of  the  People. 

*  If  the  Coach  of  one  of  the  High  and  Mighty  Lords 

*  the  States  General  meets  a  Country-man's  Wag- 

*  gon  upon  the   Road,  he  mufl  give  way  as  well 

<  as  the  Peafant,  and  bothmuft  bear  an  equal  Share 

*  of  the  Trouble.     His  Footmen  would  be  fure  not 

<  to  infult  the  Waggoner,  much  lefs  to  ftrike  him  ; 

*  for  he  is  a  Citizen  of  the  Republic,   and  owns  no 

<  Magiftrate  but  when  he  is  in  his  Office,     In  other 

*  refpects  they  are  all  upon  a  Level  *,' 

•  Memoirs  of  the  Marquis  d'ArgenSf  p.  291. 

I  could 
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I  could  not  give  thee  better  Reafons  to  vindicate 
the  Magiftrates  from  the  Charge  againfl  them  \\\ 
foreign  Countries,  that  they  fuffcr,  and  fometimes 
authorize,  the  Infolence  of  the  Common-people.  Li- 
berty is  attended  with  a  Sort  of  Haughtinefs,  which 
with  Men  who  know  not  how  to  guard  againft  the 
Abufe  of  their  Happinefs,  often  degenerates  into  In- 
folence. But  whatever  Diforders  are  occafionM 
in  civil  Society,  by  the  Brutality  of  the  Vulgar,  they 
are  perhaps  not  fo  confiderable  as  thofe  v/hich' ac- 
company defpotic  Power.  For,  as  nothing  can  be 
imagin'd  fo  v/eak  and  infolent  as  the  Multitude,  fo 
it  muft  be  acknowledg'd,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
there  Is  nothing  more  precarious  and  uncertain  than 
the  Welfare  of  that  State  where  any  Perfon  is  permit- 
ted to  do  what  he  pleafes  with  Impunity.  The  Rank 
to  which  an  arbitrary  Sovereign  feels  himfelf  exalted, 
contributes  not  a  little  to  corrupt  his  Morals,  and 
to  ftrip  him  of  the  good  Qi^ialitics  which  he  may 
have  received  from  Nature.  InfoUucc^  fays  Hcvj- 
dottis  f ,  nrifcs  fro?n  prefcnt  Happhufs  and  Profpc- 
rity^  and  tvhcevcr  has  that  Vice  has  all  the  Ficr.s 
together.  Into  what  Misfortunes  does  not  a  bad 
Prince  plunge  the  State  which  he  governs  .?  To  what 
Calamities  is  it  not  a  Prey:  If  weballancc  the  Dan- 
ger of  having  a  Sovereign  \\\\o  forgets  to  be  the  Fa- 
tlier  of  his  People,  with  the  Inconvenience  attending 
the  Haus-htinefi;  and  Pride  cf  the  Vulirar,  it  Vv'ill  an- 
pear  that  one  Evil  is  as  bad  as  the  otiitr  ;  and  when 
we  confider  the  different  Forms  of  Government, 
'tis  eafy  to  peixeive.  That  there  is  in  all  fomething 
good^  and  fomething  had  ;  and  that  the  ?noJt  rational 
and  furejl  way^  is  to  ejlcem  that  Qovcrnment  under 
which  wc  are  born^  the  hefty  and  chearfully  to  Juhmit 

•  The  Hiltory  oi  Herodotus^  lib.  iii.  p.  2i6. 
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iG  it  *.  If  the  Frc?2ch^  the  Spaniards,  the  Ger?nans, 
i^c.  reproach  the  Dutch  with  allowing  the  Common- 
people  too  great  Liberties  ;  the  Dutch  may,  in  Re- 
venge, reproach  them  v/ith  many  other  Things,  as 
inconvenient  in  civil  Life,  and  often  more  dread- 
ful. 

The  Dutch  may  be  divided  into  fourClafles  :  The 
Common-people  that  I  have  been  mentioning,,  forms 
the  Firjl.  7  he  Second  confifts  of  the  Merchants  and 
Burghers,  who  are  People  taken  up  with  their  Trade 
and  their  domeftic  Affairs,  are  frank  and  friendly,  and 
ilich  as  take  care  to  preferve  their  own  Rights  and  Pro- 
perties, without  a  Defire  to  encroach  upon  thofe  cf 
other  Men.  They  are  grave,  and  their  Air  is  not  very 
engaging,  which  however  makes  no  Impreffion  upon 
thofe  tliat  know  them  ;  and  the  Dutch  are  neverthelefs 
true-hearted  for  all  this  Phlegm,  which  is  owing  to  the 
Climate,  or  rather  is  the  Remainder  of  the  Spanijh 
Manners.  The  Third  Ciafs  contains  the  Patricians^ 
that  is  to  fay,  fuch  as  have  Offices  in  the  Magiftracy. 
Thefe  live  in  fuch  a  plain  m>anner  that  they  are  not 
envy'd  hy  their  FelIow-fubje6ls.  The  Oftracifm  of 
the  Greeks  f  would  be  of  no  Service  in  Holland ;  for 
the  Ma^iftrates  have  fuch  a  Satisfaction  in  beins; 
ufeful  to  their  Country,  and  in  being  eileem'd  by  their 
Country-men,  that  they  don't  aim  to  purchafe  them- 
felves  Veneration  bv  Prodigalities  and  Prefents  that 
are  -always  deflruclive  of  pubhc  Liberty  ;  but 
hy  their  Exa6lnefs  in  difcharging  their  Fundlions, 
and  by  their  Care  to  maintain  that  good  Order 
iuid  Union,  fo  neceflVay  to  the  Tranquility   of  the 

*  La  Bruyere's  Charaders,  or  Manners  of  the  Age, 

P-453- 

f  A  Banifiiment  for  ten  Years,  to  which  t^iQ  Atheniam 

condemn'd   fuch  of  their  Citizens  whofe  Power  was  too 

exorbitant. 

Republic. 
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PvCpublic.  The  Fourth  Clafs  confifts  of  the  Nobles, 
whofe  Number  is  very  fmall.  Thou  wilt  perhaps, 
be  furpris'd,  dear  Ifaac,  to  hear  it  faid,  that  the 
Nobles  form  a  diftinct  State  in  Holland.  Moft  of 
the  People  in  the  neighbouring  Countries  imagine 
that  Nobility  is  quite  extindt  in  this  ;  or  that  it  ha,'^ 
had  no  Prerc2;atives  here  fmce  the  Eftabliflimcnt  cf 
the  Republic.  But  'tis  a  Miftake  ;  for  when  the 
Hollanders  chang'd  their  Government,  they  referv'd 
to  the  Nobles  that  were  then  among  them,  the  fame 
Privileges  which  they  had  enjoy 'd  under  the  Dukes  of 
Burgundy,  and  under  Charles  V.  which  Privileges  are 
fo  confiderablc,  that  their  College,  which  confifls 
of  eight  Members,  has  a  Right  of  deputing  to  all  the 
fovercign  Colleges.  Their  Number  is  indeed  very 
fmall,  and  the  Provinces  of  FrieJIand  and  Groningsn 
hnve  many  more.  Thefe  Nobles  have  neither  the 
Mahipertnefs  of  the  French  Fops,  nor  the  Haughtl- 
nefs  of  the  German  Barons,  nor  the  furly  difdainful 
Air  of  the  Englifn  Lords ;  but  they  difcharge  the 
Offices  committed  to  them  with  a  great  deal  of  Ho- 
nour, Franknefs  and  Simplicity.  In  a  Word,  it  were 
to  be  wiHi'd  that  the  Nobility  all  over  £z.'?-^/>^  had  the 
fame  Manners,  and  the  fame  way  of  Thinking. 
How  few  petty  Tyrants  fhould  we  then  fee  in  the 
World,  to  what  there  are  now  ! 

I  own,  dear  Ifaac^  if  Heaven  had  left  it  to  mv 
Option  in  what  Country  to  be  born,  I  fhould  have 
chofe  Holland  or  Venice.  I  know  that  there's  a 
very  wide  Difference  betwixt  thofe  two  Govern- 
ments ;  but  1  know  too,  that  tho*  their  Tracks  are 
different,  they  both  lead  to  the  fame  Place,  and  that 
they  aim  at  the  fame  Point,  which  is  to  render  Man- 
kind free  and  happy.  The  Republic  of  Venice  carries 
it  to  her  Subjects,  like  a  tender,  tho'  a  fevere  Mo- 
ther, who  defires  to  heap  Favours  on  her  Children; 
biit  yet  is  {o  jealous  of  her  Authority,  that  (he  does 
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not  permit  thcni  to  dive  into  her  Defigns.  Thus  do 
the  Venetian  Nobles  deal  v/ith  their  Citizens  and  the 
Populace.  The  Republic  of  Holland y  on  the  con- 
trary, is  a  c^mplaifant  Mother,  wlio  looks  upon  her- 
felF  in  no  other  Light  than  as  a  Sifter,  who  deter- 
mines nothing  without  advifing  with  her  Children, 
and  who,  to  banifh  all  manner  of  Jealoufy,  has  put 
them  all  upon  a  Level  ;  fo  that  fhe  does  not  fear 
that  the  mcft  confiderable  Tovv'ns  will  incroach  upon 
the  others  that  are  inferior.  She  forefaw  ail  the 
inconveniences  that  mi2;ht  arife  from  the  Ambition 
of  being  uppermoft,  and  eftablifh'd  the  Happinefs  • 
<>f  ber  People  upon  a  perfecSl  Equality.  In  the  fe- 
cond  Article  of  the  famous  Union  of  Utrecht^  it  is 
faid,    '  That  all  and  every  of  the  Lordftiips  ought 

*  inviolably  to  preferve  their  Franchifes,  Immuni- 

*  ties,  Rights,  Statutes  and  Cuftoms  receiv'd  from 

*  tlieir  Anceftors.' 

Forafmuch  as  no  one  Tov/n  is  fubje61:  to  another, 
noticing  of  general  Affairs  can  be  determin'd  in  any 
iingle  Province,  but  by  the  unanimous  Confent  of 
all  the  Tov/ns  that  are  contain'd  in  it;  nor  in  the 
Afiembly  of  the  States  General,  without  the  Appro- 
bation of  all  the  Seven  Provinces.  This  Govern- 
ment feems,  at  firfl:  View,  to  be  liable  to  Delays 
which  are  tedious  and  prejudicial.  'Tis  true  that  'tis 
attended  with  fome  Inconveniences  ;  but  then  it  muft 
be  own'd,  that  to  thefe  Inconveniences  the  Safety  of 
the  State,  and  the  Band  which  keeps  it  united,  and 
which  preferves  the  Harmony  of  all  the  Parts,  is 
in  fome  meafure  owing.  Befides,  the  Number  of 
able  Men,  through  whofe  Hands  an  AfFair  paiibs,  is  of 
no  little  Service  to  ftrip  it  of  every  thing  that  might 
puzzle  and  deceive  the  Underfhnding.  A  Prince 
fcarccly  ever  fees  things  but  dimlv,  and  very  often 
looks  upon  them  with  the  Eyes  only  of  his  Miniltcr, 
If  liie  Rciblutioiis  which  hq  takes  in  his  Council  are 

ipecdy. 
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fpeedy,  they  are  not  a  jot  the  fafer  for  that  Rcafon  ; 
for  a  little  Slownefs  is  not  unbecoming  in  Affairs  on 
winicli  depends  the  Security  of  a  Government.  I  am 
not  ignorant  tl>at  there  muft  not  be  too  much  Delay. 
But  tho'  it  were  true,  that  the  Dutch  Government 
was  attended  with  fome  Dilatorinefs  that  was  hurt- 
ful, that  Defect  is  repair'd  by  fo  many  other  Advan- 
tages that  I  verily  believe  it  deferves  the  moft  diffin- 
guifh'd  Rank  among  the  Governments  that  are  per- 
fectly civiliz'd,  and  wifely  conducted. 

One  Advantage  which  accrues  from  the  Necefnty 
of  confulting  all  the  Towns  in  Affairs  of  Importance, 
is  the  Confiraint  and  Dependence  which  the  States 
General,  who  reprcfent  the  Bodv  of  the  Nation,  are 
under,  with  regard  to  their  Principals,  without 
vvhofe  Approbation  they  cannot  26I;  fo  that,  tho* 
they  feem  to  be  the  Soul  of  the  Republic,  vet  they 
are  but  the  Organ  of  it.  They  cannot  make  either 
War  or  Peace,  or  contratEl  Alliances,  or  increafe  the 
Taxes,  without  the  Confent  of  all  the  Provinces  ;  nor 
can  thofe  Provinces  do  anv  thing  without  the  Coi>- 
fent  of  their  Towns.  In  a  Government  fo  regulated 
'tis  impoffible  that  any  Perfons  at  the  Head  of  Affairs, 
be  they  ever  fo  diffatisfied,  lliould  be  excited  by  their 
Ambition  to  create  fuch  Difturbances,  as  we  find 
happen'd  in  the  Roman  Republic,  and  many  other 
modern  ones,  which  by  indulging  the  Citizens  with 
too  great  a  Power,  have  been  very  often  expos'd  to 
moft  fatal  Cataftrophes.. 

At  Amjlerdam^  there  is  a  perpetual  Senate  of  36 
Perfons  that  have  the  Right  of  chufing  the  Burgo- 
mafters  and  Echevins,  who  in  their  Turn  difpofe  of 
the  'fubaltern  Employments,  and  obferve  fo  good  a 
Rule  in  the  Diftribution  of  the  feveral  Offices,  that 
'tis  impoffible  for  a  Burgo-mafler  who  happens  to 
have  m.pre  Ambition  than  his  Collegucs,  to  affume 
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to  himfelf  the  fole  Right  of  Nomination  to  Digni- 
ties, and  of  giving  them  all  to  his  Creatures. 

The  Senate  of  Amjierdam  has  neither  the  Majefty 
nor  the  Grandeur  which  that  of  Rome  had.  But 
tiien  the  Members  of  it  have  neither  the  filly  Ambi- 
lion,  nor  the  chimerical  Idea5  of  the  old  Ro?nans^ 
They  are  fo  attentive  to  preferve  the  Privileges  of 
their  Fellow^-fubjedls,  to  make  their  Trade  flourifh^ 
to  procure  themfelves  all  manner  of  Accommoda- 
tion, and  to  maintain  their  Liberty,  that  they  don't 
iludy  to  aggrandize  themfelves  by  Conquefts.  All 
the  Dutch  have  the  {?,me  way  of  Thinking.  They 
content  themfelves  with  the  Domains  in  their  Poflef- 
llon.  They  endeavour  to  live  at  Peace,  not  only 
with  tlie  Powers  of  Europe.,  but  alfo  with  People 
the  moft  barbarous  ;  confequently  the  Savages  with 
whom  they  have  eftablifh'd  Colonies,  have  found 
the  Dutch  to  be  M  E  N,  while  the  Wretches  of 
Mexico  and  Peru  have  found  the  Spaniards  no  better 
than  v.'ild  Beafts,  more  cruel  than  Tygers,  thirfting 
for  Blood  and  Slaughter. 

The  Spaniards  y^e  cemented  the  Colonies  which 
they  have  form'd,  by  nothing  but  Murder  and  Trea- 
chery, while  the  Dutch  have  only  eftablifh'd  theirs  by 
Good-nature  and  Humanity.  The  People  with  whom 
they  have  form'd  Settlements  in  feveral  Parts  of  the 
Indies,  look  upon  them  at  this  Day  as  tutelar  Dei- 
ties, who  bring  them  a  thoufand  things  that  are  ufe- 
ful  and  neceflary  for  Life ;  and  the  Savages  that  are 
fubjeft  to  the  Dutch,  are  the  better  for  thelnduflry 
and  Commerce  of, this  laborious  Nation. 

Tho'  every  body  is  generally  employ 'd  in  Trade 
at  Airifterdam^  yet  the  Improvement  of  the  Sciences 
is  not  negle6led.  There's  a  Schola  Illujlris,  in  which 
Youth  are  taught  Divi?iity,  Belles  Lettres,  Pbilofo- 
phy  and  Fhyfic^.  And  independent  of  this  AfHlbncq 
to  the  Youth  that  are  defircus  of  applying  to  the 
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Bel/es  Leftres,  there  are  in  Holland^  and  the  neigh  ■- 
bouring  Provinces,  fevcral  famous  Academies  ;  m 
which  Number  are  thofe  of  Leyden^  Utrecht^  Fra- 
fieker^  Groningen  and  Harderwyck^  which  abound 
with  Men  of  Merit,  among  whom  are  ftveral 
learned  Men  of  the  firft  Clafs. 

Notwithftanding  the  Attention  of  the  Dutch  to 
Commerce,  v/hich  is  the  Bafis  and  Foundation  of 
their  Employment,  yet  it  can't  be  dcny'd  that  they 
are  Lovers  of  the  Sciences.  And  perhaps  there  is 
not  a  Place  in  the  Univcrfe  where  there  are  fo  many 
Book  fellers  and  Printers  as  at  Atnjlerdam,  I  have 
been  allured,  and  am  apt  to  believe  it,  that  there 
arc  near  400.  From  ^o  many  Printing-prefl'es,  and 
Bookfellers  Shops,  tlie  whole  World  is  furnifn'd  with 
Books,  good  and  bad,  of  which  there  arc  here  many 
of  both  Kinds.  Nor  are  there  wanting;  Authors^ 
efpecially  fuch  as  are  hungry  and  mercenary,  of 
whom,  Jis  vi^ell  as  of  their  Works,  J  will  take  care 
to  write  to  thee  what  is  moH  remarkable. 

Farewell,  dear//^^^  ;  and  live  content  and  happv  ;, 
and  let  me  fometimes  hear  from  thee,  which  is 
what  I  have  not  done  for  a  long  time. 


LETTER     CVI. 

From    Jacob    B  r  i  t  o,     at     Madrid,    fO' 
Aaron  Monceca,  at  Amflerdani. 

T  N  my  former  Letters  I  gave  thee  an  Account  of 

the  Common-people,  and   tlie  Friars :   \\\  this  I 

fliall  endeavour  to  give  thee  an  Idea  of  theNobilitv 

and  Gentry.     The  Nobility  of    this   Country  in. 
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general,  look  upon  Lazinefs  as  a  Part  of  their  Pri- 
vileges. A  mere  Nobleman  in  Spain  is  a  temperate 
Man  ;  a  fine  Quality,  fure,  if  it  was  not  occafion'd 
by  Poverty  or  Sloth  !  He  is  proud,  ferious  and  ig- 
norant, cxceiTiVely  fond  of  his  own  dear  Perfon, 
and  of  his  Country,  defpifing  all  others,  but  doing 
fo  much  Honour  to  the  French  as  to  hate  them. 
He  fcldom  turns  his  Mind  to  Arms,  but  fpends 
his  time  in  his  Town,  or  his  Village,  without 
Jiny  thing  to  do  but  to  read  old  Romances,  the 
Works  of  St.  Thercfa^  or  fome  other  Vifionary  of 
lbs  like  Kind  ;  in  fliort,  he  is  the  moft  obfequious 
humble  Servant  of  the  Monks,  and  a  Slave  to  the 
Women  from  his  Birth.  So  much  for  the  Spauijh 
Nobleman  *. 

The  Grandees  of  Spain  are  ftill  more  proud  and 
haughty  than  the  mere  Nobility.  They  contended 
formerly  with  their  Sovereign.  But  Philip  V.  who 
was  born  in  France^  aflum'd  the  fame  Authority  over 
the  Spanijh  Nobility  as  the  Kings  of  France  have 
over  the  French  ;  and   the  Grandees  of  Spain  are  as 

*  Seneca,  when-  he  faid  that  none  but  Bealls  could 
glory  in  their  Sloth,  gave  a  afeful  Leffon  to  the  Spa-^ 
niards :  Happy  for  them  if  X^o^ty  could  improve  by  it  f 
'  Gioriari  Otio  iners  Amhitio  eji  :-  Animalia  qucedatn^  ne 
in^oenh :  poj/int^  Vejt'igia  circa  Cubile  ipfum  confundunt. 
Idem  tihi  faciendu?n  ejl.  Seneca  Epiji.  LXVIII.  This 
Irony,  how  iharp  foever  it  is,  fits  the  Spaniards  admi- 
rably well.  For  as  he  fpends  the  Day  in  reading  Ro- 
mances, the  Night  in  playing  on  the  Guittar,  lurking  in 
his  Village,  without  doing  any  Good  to  his  King  or  his 
Country,  he  wants  nothing  to  preferve  that  Tranquility 
and  that  flugg-ilTi  Life  of  which  he  is  fo  fond,  but  the 
Means  of  concealing  his  Retirement  from  the  Eyes  of 
fuch  as  might  turn  him  out  of  it.  He  mufl  therefore 
imitate  thofe  Animals  which  encompafs  their  Refidcnce 
with  every  thing  that  is  capable  to  conceal  it. 

fub- 
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fubmiifive  now  as  the  other  Nobility ;  tho'  fome  were 
fo  very  infolent  in  the  Reign  of  Charles  II.  the  Pre- 
deceflbr  of  the  prefent  King,  that  when  two  Comedies 
v^ere  play'tl  at  Court,  by  way  of  rejoicing  for  his 
Recovery  from  a  i*'it  of  Sicknefs,  and  every  body  with- 
out P>xception  was  forbid  to  come  upon  the  Stage, 
the  Duke  of  Ojjana  plac'd  himfclf  there  on  a  Heap 
of  Culhions,  and  would  not  flir,  tho'  he  was  appriz'd. 
of  the  King's  Orders. 

Notwithftanding  the  Vanity  of  the  Grandees  of 
Spain,  and  the  haughty  Airs  which  they  gave  them- 
f^^lvcs  in  the  lail  Reign,  they  met  with  fcveral  Mor- 
tifications ;  but  the  greatcfi  of  all  was  that  which 
they  rcceiv'd  by  the  Promotion  of  one  Valcn%.uela 
to  the  Grandeelliip.  This  Valenzuela  had  been  Page 
to  the  Duke  cic  I  Infaniado,  by  whofe  Death  he  v/as 
left  without  a  Protedtor,  and  fo  poor  that  he  became 
pajfante  et  corte,  i.  e.  was  forc'd  to  live  by  his  Wity. 
JBy  the  Afliftance  of  a  Monk  lie  made  a  fhift  to  get 
a  fmall  Place  at  Court ;  and  being  a  handfome  Man.» 
with  a  good  Genius,  he  refolvM  to  improve  his 
Talents.  He  made  an  Acquaintance  with  Donna 
Eugenia,  ^GermanLi^idy,  whopofTcfs'd  theQiieen's 
Confidence.  He  pleas'd  her  at  leaft  as  much  as 
(he  pleas'd  him,  and  llie  permitted  him  to  galcan- 
tear  her,  v/hich  is  the  ufual  Term  apply 'd  to  fuch  as 
attach  themfelves  to  the  Service  of  the  Court-Ladies. 
Gallantries  of  this  fort  are  fo  common  tliat  we  of- 
ten fee  marry'd  Men,  who  make  no  Scruple  to  wait 
upon  their  Miftrefles  publicly.  Donna  Eugenia  was 
not  infcnlible  of  her  Lover's  Regard  for  her,  and  ihe 
rewarded  them  by  the  Gift  of  her  Hand  in  Mar- 
riage. Fortune  who  was  refolv'd  to  advance  Va- 
Unzucia,  did  not  flop  her  Favours  to  him  there  ;  but 
procur'd  him  the  Friendfliip  of  the  Qi^ieen  Regent, 
who  led  him  from  one  Employment  to  another  till 
fte  advaiic'd  him  to  the  firft  Dignity  in  the  King- 
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dom,  by  making  him  a  Grandee  of  Spain  of  the  firft 
Clafs,  with  the  double  Key. 

This  News  v/as  a  terrible  Shock  to  the  Spanijh- 
Noblemen  whofe  Vanity  was  thereby  fo  mortify 'd 
that  they  had  not  Courage  to  complain  of  the  Af- 
front it  put  upon  them.  They  ftarM  at  one  another, 
but  had  not  a  Word  to  fay  more,  than  Valen- 
zuela  es  Grande  !  0  Teinpora  !  O  Mores  f  One  of 
them  was  fo  flung  with  the  Scandal  he  thought  It- 
was  to  the  Grandees,  that  he  refblv'd  to  fee  the 
Face  of  the  Sun  no  more,  fmce  it  had  been  fo  im- 
pertinent as  to  fhine  upon  fuch  a  bafe  Deed.  Thii 
Don,  when  he  heard  the  fatal  Nev/s,  took  to  his' 
Bed,  in  which  after  he  had  tumbled  and  tofs'd  ten 
Years  together,  he  dy'd.  His  Servants  entering  that 
Moi-ning  into  his  Apartment,  and  his  Valet-de- 
Chambre  opening  the  Window,  he  af^M  him  grave- 
ly, ^e  hafe  il  Tiempo  P  i.  e.  IF^hat  Tifne  of  Day. 
TS  it  ?  The  Domeftic  having  return'd  an  anfwer  to 
this  firft  Qiieflion,  the  next  that  he  afk'd  him  was, 
W'hetherhis  Butcher  was  made  a  Grandee  of  Spain , 
Ji/fi  CarTiizero  es  Grande  P  Isfo^  my  Lord^  faid  he. 
Well  iken^  /hut  the  Window^  faid  the  Don.  The 
Comedy  was  then  over  for  that  Day,  but  it  was  acted 
again  the  next  and  fo  on  till  his  Death ;  and  nothing 
could  ever  reconcile  iiini  either  td'the  Sun  or  IVIan- 
kind. 

The  Fortune  of  Valenzucla^  which  was  the  Caufe 
of  this  Nobleman's  Diftrafcion,  was  ruin'd  with  as 
much  Rapidity  as  it  was  eftablifh'd.  The  Queen, 
who  prote6l:ed  him  having  receiv'd  an  Order  from 
King  Charles  II.  to  retire  to  a  Convent  at  Toledo^ 
her  Favourite  was  fent  to  Chili  in  the  PhiUppi?M 
Illands,  after  being  ftripp'd  of  all  his  Offices,  and 
tiken  by  Force  from  a  Church  to  which  he 
fled  for  Refuge.  He  fupported  his  Difgrace  with 
very  great  Confl^ncy  5  and  when  he  -w^s  told  ths?t 

the 
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the  King  had  taken  all  his  Pofls  from  him,  and  left 
him  nothing  to  bear  but  his  Title,  /  perceive  then^ 
faid  he,  very  coolly,  that  I  anTmuch  more  unhappy 
than  when  Iprft  came  to  Court ^  and  the  Duke  del'Iii- 
fantado  made  me  his  Page. 

Mean  time  tho'  the  Ruin  of  Valenzi/ela  fcem'd  to- 
be  a  Satisfadlion,  with  a  Vengeance,  for  the  AfFront 
put  upon  the  Grandees  of  Spa'in^  it  was  the  Caufs 
of  their  receiving  afrcfh  Mortification.  The  Rcmart 
Pontiff,  being  infomiM  that  the  chief  Noblemen 
themfelves  had  taken  Valenzuela  by  Violence  from  his 
S:in6luaiy,  excommunicated  all  that  had  a  hand  in  that 
Affair ;  and  they  could  not  be  released  from  the  Ro- 
man Cenfures,  till,  like  the  vilefl  of  Malefadlors,. 
thej  went  in  their  Shirts  with  Halters  about  their 
Necks  to  the  Imperial  College ;  where  MeUini^  the 
Pope's  Nuncio,  gave  every  one  of  them  fome  Lafhes 
of  the  Difcipline,  and  fo  tam'd  the  Spamjh  Lifolence 
by  an  Italian  Infolence,  even  more  vain,  and  full  of 
Oflentation. 

There  was  a  Difj)ute  a  long  time  between  thr^ 
Grandees  of  Spain  and  the  Monks,  which  ftioulJ 
have  the  Adminillration  of  the  Government ;  and 
by  their  Brigues  and  Intrigues,  they  alternately  tripp'd 
up  one  another's  Heels.  The  Perfon  whom  the 
Queen  truffed  with  the  Management  of  Affairs,  in 
the  Mi.iority  of  Charles  II.  was  Father  Nitard  a 
Jefuit ;  but  he  was  fupplanted  by  Don  Jiian^ 
Philip  the  IVth's  natural  Son.  That  Jejuit  was  fo 
mortally  hated  by  the  Populace,  that,  tho'  he  was 
the  grand  Inquifitor,  they  cry'd  out  publicly  in  the 
Streets  of  Aladrid,  Long  live  the  King,  a?2d  the  Lord 
Don  Juan  \  and  may  he  always  conquer  his  Enemies ! 
but  the  D — I  take  the  ^t(mt  luho  perfecutes  him!  As 
much  as  Father  Nitard  was  hated  by  the  Spaniards, 
he  Hill  thought  to  have  the  Advantage  over  his 
Kival  at  laft;   but  the  exafperated  Populace  wouid 

not 
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not  be  fatlsfied  with  his  Difgracej  nothing  would 
ferve  them  but  he  muft  be  banifh'd  out  of  Spam;  and 
in  fhort,  they  mutiny 'd,  and  did  not  fubmit  till  they 
had  obtain'd  an  Order  for  fending  back  the  difgrac'd 
Miniller  into  Italy.  Let  us  get  rid  of  this  Jefuit, 
they  cry'd,  let  us  fend  him  packing!  Hefel  out  ac- 
cordingly, and  as  he  pafs'd  along  the  Streets,  every 
body  rcproach'd  him.  Undoubtedly,  dear  Moncecay 
thou  art  inclinM  to  think  that  the  Fate  of  this  Friar 
was  to  be  pity'd.  Not  at  all :  He  was  a  Jefuit^  and 
therefore  knew  how  to  bring  hirafelf  out  of  Trouble: 
For  retiring  to  Ro?ne,  he  was  fome  time  after  made 
a  Cardinal,  by  the  Intrigue  of  that  very  Court  of 
Spain  which  had  fome  Years  before  been  obligM  ta 
banifli  him. 

As  a  Minifter  is  every  where  liable  to  be  ftorm'd, 
he  is  more  expos'd  to  it  in  this  Country  than  in  any 
Part  of  the  World.  It  very  often  happens,  that  a 
Man  who  has  fucceeded  perfe611y  well  in  a  Nego- 
tiation committed  to  his  Care,  fhall  be  facriiic'd  to 
the  Honour  of  his  Country^  It  will  be  faid  that  he 
has  not  underfbood  its  Interefts ;  and  the  difadvan?- 
tageous  Articles  of  a  Treaty,  which  he  is  order'd  to 
conclude,  fhall  be  laid  to  his  Charge.  Of  the  Truth 
of  this  Fa6t  the  following  is  a  convincing  In- 
flance : 

On  the  1 8th  of  Angufi  1680,  the  SpaTuards  fur- 
priz'd  a  Fort  which  the  PGrtugueJe  had  begun  to 
ered  m  the  Ifland  of  St.  Gabriel,  As  both  the  Na- 
tions were  at  that  time  in  Peace  with  each  other, 
the  Court  of  Lijhon  was  incens'd  at  that  Proceed- 
ing, and  refolv'd  to  have  fignal  Satisfaction.  The 
Envoy  of  Portugal  2Lt  Madrid  receiv'd  Orders  from 
the  Prince  Regent  to  demand  full  Reparation  of  the 
Damages.  The  Court  of  Spain  having  boggled  in 
its  Anfv/er,  Portugal  prepar'd  to  obtain  what  was  re- 
fus'd  by  Force  of  Arms.     Spain  not  being  willing 
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at  that  time  to  go  to  War  with  Portugal^  becauft; 
jt  was  juft  going  to  break  with  France^  fent  the  Duke 
de  Giovenaz'zo  EmbafTador  to  Li/botiy    where  he  no 
fooner  arriv'd  but  he  began  to  complain,  and  demand 
SatisfaiSlion.     That  was  then  the  Spanijh  Court's  Me- 
thod of  nesotiatin?.     But  this  Embaflador  was  o-jvcn 
to  underftand  that  he  muflrtalk  in  another  Style,  and 
that  all  Evafions  were  of  no  Efte(5l.     He  was  told  in 
plain  Terms,    that  the  Reparation  which  was  de- 
manded by  the  Portugueje  Court  muft  be  granted, 
or  that  Methods  were  refolv'd  to  be  taken  to  obtain 
it.     After  feveral  Difputes,    the  Duke,    before  he 
fign'd  the  Articles  of  the  Treaty,  difpatch'd  an  Ex- 
prefs   to  Madrid^  to  inform  the  Court  how  AfF-iirs 
llood,  and  to  receive  his  final  Orders.     Tlien  did  the 
Minijlers  treat  htm  as  a  Man  of  no  fudgjnent^    and 
»ne  that    had  fail'd  in  his  Allegiance   to   the  King  ; 
faying,  Tlmt  all  the  Rules  of  JVifdom  and  Good-fenfe 
zvere  violated  by  his  ConduSf^  and  fo  difadvantagc'us 
an  Accomfnodation  ;    and  that  his  hifiruf^ion  gave  him 
no  Poiver  to  conclude  it.     All  thefe  Circumstances  of 
Anger  and  Refcntment  were  Jhewn  for  the  Honour  of 
the  Nation ;    but  neverthclefs^   they  did  not  delay  dne 
Quarter  of  ari  Hour  to  conclude  the  Accommodation^  and 
the  Ratif  cation  was  fent  with  all  Speed  to   the  Duke 
de  Giovenazzo  \. 

During  Philip  V's  Reign,  there  have  been  very 
able  Men  in  the  Spanijh  Miniftry ;  but  the  Storms 
that  rife  in  all  Courts  have  (hook  them  out  of  their 
Places.  No  Minifter  is  cry'd  up  more  here  than 
Cardinal  Alhcroni.  Not  only  the  Foreigners,  of 
whom  there  are  great  Numbers  in  this  Country,  but 
feveral  Spaniards  alfo,  do  Juilice  to  this  able  Minifter, 
Since  the  Acceffion  of  Philip  V.  to  the  Crown, 
Spain  has  in  a  great  meafure  repair'd  the  Misfortunes 

'J-  Memoirs  of  the  Court  of  Spaing  &-c. 
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which  fhe  fufFer'd  by  the  Mifcondu6t  of  the  Perfons 
that  were  einploy'd  in  Affairs,  during  the  Reigns  of 
Philip  IV.  and  Charles  II.  Flis  Troops  are  numerous, 
good  and  well-difciphn'd.  Spain  is  One-fourth  more 
populous  than  it  was,  by  reafon  of  tlie  great  Number 
of  French  and  Flefnmgs  that  are  fettled  there ;  and 
that  Crown,  which  one  while  made  no  manner  of 
Figure,  is  now  in  as  much  Credit  as  it  was  heretofore. 

Thiols  the  Grandeur  of  a  State  depends  on  the 
Princes  that  govern  it,  or  on  thofe  whom  they  truft 
with  the  Care  of  Affairs.  How  many  Empires  have 
been  rais'd  in  afliort  Space  to  the  Summit  of  Great- 
nefs,  at  a  time  when  every  thing  feem'd  to  threat- 
en their  Ruin,  and  all  by  the  wife  Condu6l  of  one 
or  two  Sovereigns  who  have  repair'd  all  the  Mif- 
chief  done  by  their  PredecelTors  1  Who  would  not 
have  thought  at  the  Death  of  Henry  III.  that  France 
would  not  have  been  ruin*d,  and  intirely  broke  to 
Pieces?  Every  thing  feem'd  to  portend  its  Deftruc- 
tion ;  and  yet,  8  or  lo  Years  after,  fhe  was  in  a 
Condition,  by  the  Management  of  Henry  IV.  to 
take  a  Revenge  for  the  A^ffronts  which  (he  had  receiv'd 
from  her  Neighbours,  during  her  Misfortunes. 
Never  had  the  Spaniards  more  Caufe  to  be  afraid  of 
France^  than  when  that  great  Prince  was  robb'd  o£ 
his  Life  by  the  Rage  of  the  Monks.  Spain  believ'd 
that  (he  fhould  foon  regain  her  Superiority  over  her 
Rival.  But  Cardinal  Richelieu^  in  the  Reign  of 
Lewis  XIII.  perfe£led  what  Henry  IV.  had  begun. 
This  Crown  was  altonifhM  to  fee  the  very  Bafis  of  her 
Grandeur  fhaken  ;  and  was  convinc'd,"  tho'  too  late, 
that  the  French  knew  how  to  improve  their  Advan- 
tages incomparably  better  than  the  Spaniards. 

Tho'  Spain  has  not  fo  many  Refources  as  France 
^.s  in  her  own  Power,  yet  two  or  three  Reigns  may 
SRgrvindize  her  more  than  ever^  as  w^e  may  eafdy 

judge 
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judge  by  what  we  have  feen  her  do  for  fome  Years 
paft. 

Farewell,  dear  Monceca  ;  and  may  the  God  of 
our  Anceftors  heap  Bleffings  and  Profperity  on  thee; 
and  make  thee  the  Father  of  a  numerous  Family  ! 


LETTER     CVn. 

From     Jacob    Brito,     at    Madrid,    to 
Aaron   Monceca,    at  Amfterdam. 

T>  Efore  Philip  V.  dear  Monceca^  the  Kings  of 
Spain  were  Slaves  to  their  Grandeur,  l^hey 
ftridly  kept  to  a  certain  Regulation  call'd  the  Eti- 
quette^ containing  all  the  Ceremonies  which  the  Spa- 
Jilfn  iVlonarchs  were  oblig'd  to  obferve,  the  Habits 
which  they  and  their  Queens  were  to  wear,  the  Days 
when  they  were  to  go  to  the  Royal  Palaces,  the  Time 
of  their  flaying  there,  the  Days  of  their  Proceffions, 
their  Airings,  Travels,  with  the  very  Hour  when  their 
Majcfties  were  oblig'd  to  go  to  Bed,  or  to  rife,  the 
Prefents  which  the  Kings  were  to  make  to  their 
MiilrefTes,  how  they  were  to  be  dealt  with  when  a 
liappy  Rival  has  difplac'd  them,  ^c.  Nay  it  has  been 
f^id,  that  there  was  a  certain  Number  of  Days  of  tha 
Year  mark'd  down  in  that  Etiquette,  when  the  Mo- 
narch muft  not  lie  with  his  Qiieen.  Thefe,  no  doubt, 
were  the  Dog-days,  which  Cleontis  (o  plcafantly  ex- 
cLiims  againll  in  MoUcj-e  * . 


See  his  Amphitryon. 
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And  really  it  was  a  very  terrible  Hardfhip  upon  a 
Monarch  to  reftrain  him  from  going  to  bed  to  his 
"Wife  when  he  had  a  Mind  to  it.  1  cannot  imagine 
"what  Charm  of  Gravity  the  Spaniards  found  in  that 
Sort  of  Celibacy,  to  make  it  an  Article  of  the  Eti- 
quette. A  King  of  Spain,  in  love  with  his  QLieen^ 
was  as  much  to  be  pitied  as  Charles  II.  Kingof  £'?zg-- 
land,  when  he  put  himfelf  into  the  Hands  of  the 
Prejbyteridns  in  Scotland,  who  made  him  hear  four 
Sermons  a  Day,  obliged  him  to  do  Penance,  aud  for" 
had  him  to  game  *. 

The  Etiquette  was  flill  a  greater  Check  to  the 
Qiieen- Con  forts,  who  were  often  forbid  Things  the 
moll  innocent.  The  Duchefs  de  Terranova,  Came- 
rera  Major,  or  one  of  the  firft  Ladies  of  the  Bed- 
chamber to  the  Wife  of  Charles  II.  us'd  to  tell  her 
Majefty,  that  a  ^een  of  Spain  mifl  not  look  out  of 
the  Windo^vs  of  the  Palace. 

An  unlucky  Accident  happened  to  this  Princefs,. 
wherein  the  Forms  of  the  Etiquette-  had  like  to  have 
cofl  her  her  Life.  She  was  very  fond  of  riding ; 
and  feveral  very  fine  Horfes  having  been  brought  to, 
her  from  the  Province  oi  Andaluf.a,  fhe  had  a  Mind 
to  try  one  of  *em  ;  but  had  no  fooner  mounted,  when 
theHorfe  pranc'd,  and  rifmg  upon  his  Hind-legs,  had 
like  to  have  fallen  backwards  upon  her ;  whereupon 
fhe  fell  off,  and  her  Foot  unfortunately  hitching  in 
the  Stirrup,  the  Horfe  ran  away,  and  dragg'd  her 
along  to  the  utmoft  Peril  of  her  Life.  All  the  Court 
were  Spe61:ators  of  this  Misfortune,  but  nobody  en- 
deavour'd  to  help  the  Queen,  becaufe  the  Etiquette 
forbad  any  Man  whatfoever,  on  Pain  of  Death,  to 
touch  the  Queen  of  Spain,  and  efpecially  her  Foot. 
Why  the  Foot  (hould  be  more  facred  than  the  Hand. 
I  can't  conceive;  but  in  fliort  the  Point  was  fo  fet- 

*  \'o!taire';  Letters  concerning  //p^  Englifli. 
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tied,  and  nobody  durft  approach  the  Queen's  Per- 
fon.  Charles  II.  who  was  very  fond  of  his  Wife, 
and  who,  from  the  Balcony  of  his  Window,  faw 
the  Danger  (he  was  in,  cry'd  out  vehemently  ;  but 
the  inviolable  Cuftom,  and  the  untouchable  Foot, 
reftrain'd  the  grave  Spaniards  from  lending  a  Hand 
to  help  her.  However,  1  Gentlemen,  viz.  Don 
Lewis  de  las  Torres .,  and  Don  yaime  de  Soto  Mayor y 
refolv'd  to  run  all  Hazards,  in  fpight  of  the  Law  of 
the  ^ieen^s  Foot^  le  Loi  del  Pie  per  la  Reina.  One 
caught  hold  of  the  Horfe's  Bridle,  and  the  other  of 
the  Qi^ieen's  Foot ;  and,  in  taking  it  out  of  the  Stir- 
rup, he  put  one  of  his  Fingers  out  of  Joint.  This 
done,  the  Dons  immediately  went  home ,  and  during, 
the  Confufion,  they  had  an  Opportunity  to  faddle 
tlieir  Horfes,  and  fled  from  the  Punifhment  they  had 
incurr'd  by  daring  to  offend  againft  fo  auguft  a 
Cuifom. 

The  Qiieen,  recovering  from  her  Fright,  defired 
to  fee  her  two  Deliverers.  A  young  Lord,  their 
Friend,  told  her  Majefty  they  were  oblig'd  to  fly 
Uom  Madrid.,  to  cfcape  the  Punifhment  which  they 
deferv'd.  The  Queen,  who  was  a  French^ omd^n-.^ 
knew  nothing  of  the  Prerogative  of  her  Heel  ;  and, 
to  be  fure,  never  v/ould,  if  it  had  not  been  for  her 
Fall.  She  thought  it  a  very  impertinent  Cuftom  that 
Men  muft  be  punifli'd  fpr  faving  her  Life,  eafily 
obtain'd  their  Pardon  from  the  King  her  Hufband, 
honour 'd  them  with  a  Prefent,  and  always  granted 
them  her  Prote<5lion. 

The  fame  Etiquette^  which  render'd  the  Queen's 
Heel  fo  facred,  was  a  terrible  Abatement  of  her  Re- 
venues. She  had  formerly  500  Piftoles  per  Month, 
but  200  of  them  were  cut  ofl:'  for  certain  Chariticj* 
or  Bounties  ;  for  the  Princefles  good  W^orks  were 
alfo  regulated  by  the  Etiquette, 

Not- 
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Notwithilanding  the  Reftraint  the  Queens  of 
Spai'd  have  been  fubje6l  to,  fome  of  them  have  had 
their  Share  of  Gallantry,  and  flipp'd  their  Necks  out 
of  the  painful  ridiculous  Collar.  The,  Wife  of 
Philip  IV.  if  we  may  believe  the  Hiftorians  of  that 
Time,  took  a  Liking  to  the  Counts.?  Monterei -,  but 
was  very  much  perplex'd  how  to  make  him  fenfible 
of  it.  The  Etiquette  had  fettled  the  Ceremonial  to 
be  obferv'd,  w^ith  regard  to  the  King's  Amours  ; 
but  there  was  no  Provlfion  in  it  with  regard  to 
thofe  of  the  Queens.  This  Princefs  could  find  no 
better  Expedient  than  (one  Day^  as  he  zvas  giving 
her  nn  Account  of  an  Affair^  with  which  foe  had 
charged  hi'm)  to  let  a  Paper  drop  out  of  her  Handy 
which  he  eagerly  fnatch'd  off  the  Ground^  and  pre- 
Jented  to  her  on  his  Knees.  '  Perhaps,  fays  the 
^eeUy  you  imagine  this  Paper  to  be  of  Import- 
ance: You  yourfelf  fhall  be  the  Judge  of  it. 
The  Count  therein  read  thefe  Words :  Eftoy  toda 
la  noche,  defpierta,  fola,  trifte,  y  defendo ;  mis 
Penas  fon  Martirio's,  mis  Martirios  fon  Guftos : 
i.e.  /  fpend  the  Nights  without  Peft\  alone  ^  dully. 
and  forming  Defres  ;  my  Pain  is  a  Martyrdom^ 
hut  fuch  a  Martyrdom  as  I  take  Delight  in.  The 
Duke  de  Monterei^  who  did  not  think  that  a 
Queen  of  ^pain  could  debafe  herfelf  to  fuch  a 
Degree  as  to  be  in  Love,  feem'd  not  to  underftand 
the  Meaning  of  this  Billet-doux,  but  perus'd  it 
with  that  Coolnefs  common  to  his  Country.  The 
Qiicen,  obferving  hi.s  Indifference,  was  fo  enrag'd, 
that  fhe  fnatch'd  it  out  of  his  Hands  with  Scorn, 
and  faid,  Go  your  ways  ;  adding  this,  Tou  may 
well  fay  ^  Domuie  non  fum  dignus  f ,  Lord^  1  am 
not  worthy.'* 

f  Memoirs  of  the  Court  of  Spain,  by  Mademoifelle- 
d" Aunoii,  part  ii.  p.  222. 

There 
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There  is  no  Rank,  nor  any  Reflraint,  that  can 
fecure  a  Heart  from  the  Shafts  of  Love.  All  the 
Jealoufy  and  all  the  Precautions  of  the  Spaniardsy 
only  haflen  the  Moment  for  robbing  it  of  its  Free- 
dom. One  thirig  that  will  furprize  thee,  dear 
Monceca^  is,  that  notwithftanding  this  jealous  Hu- 
mour, notwithftanding  the  Severity  of-the  Etiquette^ 
there  was  a  Cuflom  eftablifh'd,  and  authoriz'd  at 
Court,  before  Fh'illpV .  came  to  the  Cruwn,  where- 
by the  Noblemen  where  privileg'd  to  g;^llanc  the 
Queen's  Maids  of  Honour  ;  and  even  the  marry'd 
JVlen  had  the  Privilege  of  going  under  their  Chamber 
Windows,  and  converfnig  v/ith  them  by  their 
Fingers.  This  Cuflom  is  a  Language  which  Love 
has  invented  to  make  amends  for  the  Conftraint  that 
People  are  under  in  thofe  Countries,  where  they  are 
not  at  Liberty  to  explain  themfelves  but  by  their 
Eyes,  and  making  certain  Tokens. 

Pray,  dear  Aaron^  reconcile,  if  thou  canft,  that 
odd  Cuflom  of  gallanting  the  Ladies  with  the  challe 
Ceremonial  of  the  Etiquette.  Tho'  the  Spanijh 
Dons  have,  fmce  the  AccefTion  of  Philip  V.  aban- 
don'd  thofe  ridiculous  Impertinences  which  they 
confccrated  with  the  Name  of  the  Ceremonial  of 
the  Palace ;  yet  they  would  refume  them  with  the 
fame  Eafe  as  they  dropp'd  them,  were  it  not  for 
the  great  Number  of  Foreigners,  French^  Italians^ 
Flemings^  5tC.  with  which  this  Court  fwarms  ;  and 
tho'  it  feems  now  to  refemble  that  of  France  more 
than  any  other,  yet  the  Leaven  of  the  Spanijh  Gra- 
vity ftill  remains  there. 

'Tis  almofl  impofTible  for  a  Man  who  is  a  Native 
of  this  Country,  to  take  to  Manners  different  from 
thofe  of  his  Anceflors ;  and  this  is  a  Truth  which 
will  eafdy  be  acknowledg'd,  if  one  confiders  the  Ha- 
tred which  the  Spaniards  bear  to  all  Nations.  There 
was  a  Time,  when  their  Antipathy  to  the  French  was 

carry 'd 
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carry'd  to  an  Excefs,  but  they  fay  'tis  very  much 
abated  ;  yet,  fince  I  have  been  here,  it  appears  to 
me,  that  there  are  no  two  Nations  whofe  Genius's 
are  more  irreconcileable  than  the  Spanijh  and  French. 
Charles  II.  caus'd  the  Necks  of  two  Parrots,  which 
his  Queen  kept,  to  be  twifted  off,  becaufe  they 
could  fpeak  nothing  but  French  ;  and  when  he 
went  into  her  Apartment,  and  found  two  little  Dogs 
there,  which  {be  was  infinitely  fond  of,  get  out^  get 
out,  ye  French  Dogs,  faid  he  3  Fuera,  Fuera^  Per- 
ros  Frances* 

I  admire,  dear  Monceca^  the  fecret  Springs  of  Pro- 
vidence. Who  would  have  told  that  King,  fo 
great  an  Enemy  as  he  was  to  the  French,  that  his 
Kingdom  would  fliortly  devolve  to  a  Prince  of  that 
Nation  ?  Heaven  fometimes  takes  a  Pleafure  in 
fporting  with  the  Spleen  of  weak  Mortals.  It  fees 
their  Defigns,  and  laughs  at  their  Projects.  Princes, 
in  the  View  of  the  Deity,  are  but  mere  Men.  He 
looks  on  them  in  the  Rank  of  his  other  Creatures, 
and  their  Inclination  often  finds  lels  Favour  with  the 
Deity  than  that  of  fome  Sages  whofe  Defires  are  re- 
gulated by  Virtue. 

Confider,  dear  Monceca,  the  Bounds  which  have 
been  fet  by  the  Almighty  Being,  to  the  Ambition  of 
feveral  Princes  who  have  attempted  to  alter  the 
Face  of  the  World  ;  how  he  has  liopp'd  them  in  the 
niiJil  of  their  Career,  and  in  the  tv/inkling  of  an 
Eye  deftroy'd  and  overturned  that  Grandeur  which 
they  have  endeavoured  to  raife.  To  go  no  further 
than  our  own  Time,  look  back  upon  Charles  XII. 
King  of  Sweden,  that  modern  Alexander,  who  was 
preparing  to  bind  the  Mufcovite  in  Chains.  But 
Providence  order'd  it  otherwife.  His  Glory  vanifh'd 
in  an  Inftant,  and  pafs'd  away  like  a  Dream.  That 
King  who  conquered  fuch  a  PofTe  of  Enemies,  and 
who  gave  himfelf  Crov^ns,  became  a  Wanderer  and 

a  Fugitive, 
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a  Fugitive,  was  obligM  to  fiy  to  Barbarians  for  Re- 
fuge, and  had  no  Remains  left  of  his  paft  Greatnefs 
but  the  unhappy  Remembrance  of  it. 

Lewis  XIV.  was  two  or  three  times  on  the  Verge 
of  compleating  his  ambitious  Projects,  and  of  intirely 
deflroying  that  Balance  of  Power  which  had  been  fo 
Jong  fettling  among  the  Potentates  of  Europe.  If  he 
had  dy'd  immediately  after  the  Treaty  of  Nlmeguerty 
one  would  have  thought  he  might  have  efFc(5led  his 
Defigns ;  bi^t  he  furviv'd  that  glorious  Peace,  and 
the  fame  Fland  that  had  almoft  rendered  him  Mafter 
of  Europe^  rcduc'd  him  within  an  Ace  of  his  Ruin. 
When  his  Enemies  triumph'd  over  him  too  much, 
and  afcrib'd  to  thcmfclves  what  was  owing  only  to 
the  Goodnefs  of  the  Supreme  Being,  that  fame  Be- 
ing turn'd  the  Scale  at  Dcnaltty  and  by  degrees  re- 
duc'd  Things  to  their  former  Condition  ;  fo  that, 
after  a  War  of  lo  Years,  neither  of  the  Parties  had 
gain'd  much  Ground. 

I  laugh,  dear  Alonccca^  when  I  fee  certain  Politi- 
cians foretelling  the  Ruin  or  Aggrandifcment  of  a 
People,  20  or  30  Years  beforehand.  To  hear  them, 
one  would  almoft  fwear  that  the  Divine  Being  had 
imparted  his  auguft  Secrets  to  them,  and  permitted 
them  to  look  into  that  Book  where  he  has  enteiM 
the  Deftinies  of  all  States  and  Empires.  The  Death 
of  one  Prince,  the  Marriage  of  another,  a  Confeffor, 
a  Miftrefs,  a  Nothing,  in  fhort,  deftroys  all  the  vain 
ConjecSlures,  and  all  the  falfe  Reafonings,  of  thefe 
pretended  Politicians. 

All  Europe  thought,  one  while,  that  the  Genius 
of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  would  ftrike  to  the  Hoiife 
of  Aujirla  \  and  who  would  not  have  thought  as 
much  in  the  Time  of  Charles  V.  who  was  almoft 
Mafter  of  all  Europe  ?  But  if  that  fame  Charles  V . 
was  to  come  upon  the  Earth  now,  how  great  would 
be  his  Surprize  ?  '  What's  become,  he  would  fay^ 

'  «f 
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of  my  Kingdom  of  Spain  ?  TJie  Anfwer  zuould  he^ 
'Tis  in  Poireffion  of  a  Prince  of  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon.  And  what  of  Franche  Co?nte  mv  fa- 
vourite  Province?  1' he  Anfwer  would  he^  France 
has  taken  it  as  well  as  Aljace-y  and  a  Part  of  Hai- 
nault  and  Flanders.  And,  what's  become,  the 
Monarch  would nlfo  fay ^  of  the  Kingdoms  of  Na- 
ples and  Sicily  f  Thefe  two,  the  Anfwer  would 
be^  are  alfo  in  the  Hands  of  a  Pnnce  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon;  and  befides  thefe  Lofles  which 
your  Dcfcendants  have  fuftain'd,  Holland  and 
fix  other  Provinces  turn'd  Commonwealths,  a 
little  after  your  Death.  If  it  be  fo,  Charles  V. 
would  be  apt  to  fay ^  my  Defcendants  fure  muft  be 
all  extindl.  Pardon  me,  the  Reply  would  be^  they 
fubfift  ftill,  and  are  as  potent  as  ever.  Alas  l  he 
would  cry  out,  how  can  that  be  ?  Why  thus,  he 
would  be  told ;  your  SuccefTors  are  Maflers  of  Tuf- 
cany^  the  Duchies  of  Parma,  Placcniia  and  Milan; 
confequently  you  fee,  that  what  they  poflefs  in 
Italy  is  equal  to  what  you  had  there.  Inftead  of 
Stain,  which  you  had  in  fome  meafure  difmem- 
bred  from  the  other  Eftates  of  your  Family,  by 
dividing  your  Inheritance,  they  have  all  Hungary, 
Tranfyha72ia,  and  a  Part  of  Wcdlachia.  lliofe 
Kingdoms  v.'hich  border  upon  one  another,  and 
join  to  Aujlria,  form,  if  we  include  Bohemia, 
Silefui  and  Moravia,  one  of  the  moft  magnificent 
Governments  in  the  World ;  and  being  thus  put 
together,  are  really  equivalent  to  all  the  States 
which  you  left  fo  difpersM.' 
I  am  certain,  dear  Monceca,  that  Charles  V.  if  he 
v/as  to  hear  all  this,  would  be  fully  convinc'd  that 
'tis  with  Empires  as  it  is  with  Money;  and  that 
tlie  Divine  Being  has  decreed  that  they  iliould  have 
a  fort  of  Circulation,  and  pafs  into  different  Fa. 

milies. 
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milies,   and  often  into  thofe  which  one  would  thinK 
ihoLiid  leaft  of  all  expevSt  them. 

Farewell,  dear  Monceca  ;  live  content  ;  and  vc\'xy 
the  God  of  our  Fathers  crov.'n  thee  with  Pro- 
fperity  ! 


LETTER     CVIII. 

From  Aaron  Monceca,  at  Amfter- 
dam,  to  Isaac  On  is,  a  Caraite^  for- 
merly a  Rabbi  at  Conftantinople,  and  now 
in  Egypt. 

nr^  H  O'  there's  a  Variety  of  reh'gious  SecSts  at 
**•  Ainjlcrdaui^  yet  the  Number  of  Languages 
which  are  fpoke  there  is  greater.  This  Divenity  of 
Idioms  often  makes  me  think  of  the  famous  Con- 
fufion  of  Languages  at  the  time  of  the  audacious 
Undertaking  to  carry  the  Tower  of  Babel  to  th^ 
Firmament. 

Were  we  to  follow  the  Opinion  which  is  mod 
generally  receiv'd,  and  founded  upon  the  ScriptLires, 
we  iliouid  believe  that  the  Hebrew^  or  theLangtitigc 
of  our  antient  Patriarchs,  was  the  univerfal  Lan- 
guage of  the  Woild  before  Noah^s  Children  began 
to  erecl  that  famous  Tower.  Yet  this  Opinion, 
how  probable  foever,  is  not  adinitied  univerfally. 
Several  Authors  pretend,  that  what  Mofes  fays  of  the 
Confuficn  of  Tonsues,  denotes  or  means  nothin<^ 
more  th.an  the  I'vlifunderfl-anding  which  happened 
among  "^Iqu.  (o  radi  as  to  offer  to  ere6l  an^Fdifice 
againlt  the  Divinity.  And  thefe  A-uthcrs  think  their 
Opinion  juliify'd  by  the  Pradcice  of  the  Orientals  ; 
Vol.  III.  L  who 
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v/ho,  after  the  Difperfion  of  Nations,  made  ufe  of 
different  Dialects,  rather  than  Languages.  They 
add,  that  had  there  not  been  that  miraculous  Con- 
fufion  of  Tongues,  the  fcattering  of  the  People, 
the  Eftablifhment  of  Empires  -and  Republics,  the 
Diverfity  of  Laws  and  Cultoms,  and  the  Commerce 
of  Nations  already  feparated,  might  occafion  fome 
Alteration  in  the  Language  *. 

The  Manner  in  which  the  Generality  of  Lan- 
jruages  is  form'd  by  being  deriv'd  from  one  another, 
feems  to  fupport  this  Hypothecs.  The  Greeks^  who, 
in  all  Appearance,  were  a  Colony  of  Egyptians  and 
Phceniciam^  infenfibly  alter'd  the  Language  of  their 
Fathers,  and  by  degrees  the  Greek  Tongue  was 
ibrm'd  upon  the  Ruins  of  the  Egyptian^  which  the 
Greeks  totally  forgot.  All  the  different  Idioms  of 
the  Ferf.ans^  Scythians  and  Oriental  Nations,  have  a 
very  great  Affinity  with  one  another,  and  feem  to  flow 
from  the  Hebrew  as  their  natural  Fountain.  Every 
Day  v^e  fee  fome  new  Languages  form'd,  others  ex- 
tinct or  declining  ;  and  it  is  very  poffible  that  the 
firft  Difference  which  creeps  into  a  Language  may 
happen  naturally  like  thofe  which  we  perceive  hap- 
pen every  Day. 

Tlie  Fre?ich  is  an  authentic  Proof  of  the  man- 
ner how  Languages  are  born,  and  die  infenfibly. 
No  doubt  but  the  Fremh  which  is  fpoke  at  this 
Day,  comes  from  that  which  was  the  Language 
there  five  hundred  Years  ago  :  But  if  they  who  fpoke 
it  then  were  now  to  come  again  into  the  World, 
they  would  be  as  much  at  a  Lofs  to  underftand 
w'hat  a  Parifian  of  the  Street  of  St.  Denys  fays,  as 
fuch  Parifian  would  be  to  underftand  them. 

*  See  Father  Lami\  Rhetoric ;  or.  The  Art  of  Speak- 
ing. ////.  i.  ca^.  XV.  p.  79. 

The 
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Tlie  French  is  not  the  only  Language  in  wliich 
this  total  Change  has  happen'd  :  'Tis  common  to  a 
great  many  others,  ^intilian  affirms,  that  the 
Language  which  was  fpoke  in  his  Time,  was  fo  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  the  primitive  Komans^  that  the 
Priefts  underftood  very  little  of  the  Hymns  which 
the  firft  Priefts  fang  to  the  Deities  whom  they  wor- 
fhipp'd  *. 

So  impoffible  is  it  to  prove  demonftrably  that  all, 
or  at  leajft,  the  principal  Languages  were  form'd 
at  the  time  of  the  Confufion  of  Babcly  that  there's 
no  knowing  what  Language  was  fpoke  at  that  time. 
There  are  many  People  that  deviate  from  the  com- 
mon Opinion,  which  gives  the  Preference  to  the 
Hchrtw.  'Inhere  are  intire  Nations  that  challenge  this 
Pre-eminence.  The  EgypUans^  the  Ethiopians^  the 
Chinefe^  the  Greeks  too,  as  ignorant  as  they  were  of 
their  own  Original,  believ'd  their  Language  to  be  as 
antient  as  any  other  whatfoevcr.  A  Greek  Author  -j- 
vcry  confidently  affirms,  that  Men  fpringing  out  of 
the  Earth  like  the  Herbs  of  the  Field,  and  Frogs  in 
a  Pond,  and  by  confequence  born  in  feveral  Parts 
of  the  World,  form'd  themfelves  into  feveral  dif- 
ferent Societies,  who  invented  each  their  Language, 
l^hat  none  but  an  Idiot  will  aflert,  that  Men  are 
form'd  in  a  Night's  time,  like  Mufhroomsin  a  Gar- 
den, is  what  1  grant  ;  but  the  Uncertainty  which 
the  Greeks  were  under  concerning  the  Origin  of 
Alankind,  and  of  the  Difference  of  Languages,  made 
them  adopt  fo  extravagant  an  Opinion  §. 

*  ^inl.  Inflit.  Orat.  p.  \\.      f  Diodorus  o^  Sicily. 

§  I'liat  was  really  the  Opinion  of  the  politeil  Greeks, 
who  had  a  Notion  that  they  were  all  born  in  the  Coun- 
try where  they  dv/elt,  and  that  they  were  produced  out 
of  the  Earth  like  Infeds.  Therefore  they  aflum'd  the 
vain  Title  of  Indigence.  See  Father  Lailii'j  Ari  of  Speak" 
ing^  lib.  i.  chap.  xv.  p.  77. 

L  2  Aa 
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An  Author  *,  whofe  Works  were  printed  at  P^e- 
nice  many  Years  ago,  went  half  way  to  revive  the  old 
Hypothefis  of  the  Greeks.  'Tis  true,  he  did  not  de- 
clare that  Men  fprung  out  of  the  Earth  ;  for  this 
Suppofition  would  have  appear'd  fomewhat  extraor- 
dinary at  that  time  of  Day  ;  but  he  aflirm'd,  that 
Adam  fpoke  Greek  ;  and  he  argued  after  this  man- 
ner, as  I  find  it  reported  by  a  learned  French  Rhe- 
torician, who  has  given  the  mofi:  juft  Summary  of 
the  Matter  of  any  Writer  that  I  know.  «  Ertcus\ 
'  Proofs  are,  that  as  foon  as  the  firft  Man  openM 
<  his  Eyes,  he  admir'd  the  Beauty  of  the  handy 
'   V/orks  of  God,  and  cry'd  out,  O  !  confequently  he 

*  hit  upon  the  Greek  w  :  And  afterwards  the  0,  when 

*  no  fooner  was  Eve  taken  from  his  Rib,  but  he 

*  cry'd  out  v  v.     He  fays  that   the  Firft-born   of 

*  A/am  crying  at  his  Birth,  the  Noife  he  made  was, 

*  s  I  ;'  £  ;  as  the  fecond  Child,  who,  fays  the  Au- 
'   thor,  had  a  fqueaking  Voice,   proncunc'd,  when 

*  he  cry'd,  tfit.  By  fuch  Arguments  as  thefe 
^  he  pretends  to  prove  that  the  Greek  Language  is 
'  as  natural  as  a  certain  Singing  is  to  any  particular 

*  Species  of  Birds  f.' 

Is  it  juftifiable,  dear  Ifiac,  for  Men  of  Learning, 
or  at  leafc  fuch  as  protefs  themfelves  Students,  to 
vent  fuch  wild  Abfurdities  ?  I  could  prove  by  this 
Author's  ov/n  way  of  arguing,  if  I  had  a  Fancy  for 
it,  that  the  Language  of  the  Lapla?iders^  or  that  of 
the  Caribbees^  is  the  moft  antient.  I  could  eafily 
difcover,  in  the  firft  things  done  by  Adam^  Matter, 
enough  to  imagine  that  he  articulated  the  oddeft 
Sounds.  I  fiiould  be  glad  to  knov/  of  this  Writer, 
who  revealed  to  him  that  v^^hen  Adcjn  faw  the  won- 
derful Works  of  the  Creation  by  God,  he  chofe  to 

*  John  Peter  E'ricus. 

f  Father  Lami's  Art  of  Speaking,  ut  fupra. 

cry 
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cry  out  0  rather  than  A.  This  firft  Vowel  ilcnotc?? 
a  greater  AftoiiifhiDcnt  than  the  other  :  For  it  is 
form'd  by  opening  the  Mouth,  and  commonly  falls 
from  us  when  we  are  flruck  with  Admiration  : 
Whereas  O  is  a  Sound  not  fo  proper  to  exprefs  our 
Surprize  §.  I  laugh,  dear  Ifaac^  while  I  confute  (\\c\\ 
Trifles.  Methinks  I  fee  M.  'Jourdain  taking  his 
firft  LciTon  out  of  the  Granmiar,  and  exclaiming 
fKipiuly,  Ah  !  les  belles  Chofes  !  Ics  belles  Chofes  ! 
O  charming  Things  *  I 

How  ridiculous  foever  is  the  Suppofition  that 
AJam  cry'd  out,  O  !  wlicn  he  faw  the  wonderful 
"Works  of  God  ;  yet  'tis  nothing  near  fo  filly  a  Con»- 
jedlure  as  to  found  the  /,  or  Iota  of  the  Greeks^  upon 
tac  fqueaking  Voice  of  his  fecond  Child.  'Tis 
really  abufmg  the  Liberty  which  fomc  Authors  have 
taken  to  impofe  upon  the  Public,  the  caufmg  fuch 
filly.  Stuff  to  be  printed,  and  giving  it  out  too  with 
fuch  a  dogmatical  AfTurance.  Such  Fooleries  are 
fcarce  toUerable  even  in  Rabelais.  Is  it  not  better 
to  own  frankly  one's  Ignorance  of  a  Thing,  than 
to  go  to  perfuade  People  we  know  it,  and  to  make 
ufe  of  fuch  pitiful  Reafons  to  demonftrate  it  ? 

I  believe,  dear  Ifaac^  that  if  a  Man  will  argue 
rationally,  it  mufl  be  honeftly  confefs'd,  that  no 
body  knov/s  what  Language  Adam  fpoke  ;  and  that 
neverthelefs  it  was  more  likely  to  be  the  Hcbreiu 
xh?d\  any  other.  After  all,  what  matters  it  if  it  be 
I  evident  that  the  Confufion  of  Babel  only  fpread  over 
the  Underftandins:,  and  that  what  is  faid  of  the  Oriain 
of  Languages  muft  be  underflood  in  this  Scnfe  ? 
'Tis  fuilicient  far  us  to  know  for  our  Satisfaction, 

^  The  Reader  will  obferve  that  the  Anther  means  the 
A  in  the  French  Alphabet,  which  is  founded  different 
from  what  'tis  in  ours,  as  if  we  were  to  fay  aiv. 

*  Bourgeois  Geritilhommej  a  Comedy  of  Motiere. 

L  3  that 
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that  before  the  Difperfion  of  the  Nations,  there  was 
but  one  Language  ;  and  that  all  others  were  form'd 
afterward.  For  as  to  the  Opinion  of  Diodorus  of 
Sicily^  and  fome  atheiftlcal  Philofophcrs  of  this 
i^ge,  who  pretend  that  Men  born  of  the  Earth, 
form'd  feveral  Languages  the  Moment  they  began 
to  exift,  according  as  they  rang'd  themfelves  into 
ciifferent  Societies,  'tis  an  abfurd  MIftake,  which 
fiows  from  their  abominable  Principles.  'Tis  pro-^ 
bable,  that  if  Men  could  not  have  underftood  one 
another  abfolutely  as  foon  as  they  were  created,  in- 
ftead  of  fraying  together,  and  endeavouring  to  unite 
together,  and  form  themfelves  into  Societies,  they 
would  have  wandered  in  the  Woods,  like  the  Ani- 
inals,  and  would  never  have  fought,  by  a  common' 
Confent,  to  attach  certain  Ideas  to  certain  Sounds. 

Whatever  the  Atheifts  may  fay  of  it,  we  muil 
have  recourfe  to  the  Divine  Being  to  trace  the  Ori- 
gin of  the  firfl:  Language  that  was  ever  fpoke  by 
Men.  'Tv/as  the  Divinity  that  taught  it  to  Adarn^ 
or  at  leaft  infused  it  into  him^  with  all  the  other 
Knoiuledge  which  he  gave  htm  ;  tho*  I  am  far  from 
alTerting,  that  our  firfl:  Father  receiv'd  unlverfal  Sci- 
ence fj  om  God  :  For  it  is  my  Opinion  that  the  Di- 
vine Being  only  granted  him  fo  much  Knowledge 
as  was  neceilary  for  his  prudent  Conduct. 

If  the  flipreme  Being  was  not  the  Source  from 
whence  the  firfl:  Language  flow'd  that  ever  was 
fpoke  by  Men,  1  would  fain  know  how  Men,  formed 
Jike  Flowers  that  fpring  up  in  a  Meadow,  could 
communicate  their  Ideas  to  one  another,  and  af- 
lemble  and  agree  togsether  about  fuch  and  fuch 
things  as  are  neceiTary  to  the  Formation  of  a  Lan- 
guage of  which  none  of  them  had  an  Idea  ?  Is  It 
not  probable  that  they  would  rather  have  endea- 
vour'd  to  gratify  their  irregular  Appetites,  than  to 
form   tha,t  furprifing  Academy  vi^hich  th^  Atheifls 

COA- 
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conftitiite  of  Men,  who  knew  no  Sound  that  could 
be  of  Ufe  to  them  for  communicating  their  Ideas  ? 
'   God,  fiys   one  of  the  ?noJi  illufirious  and  inoji  ra- 
'  tional  Philcfophers  *,  having  made  Man  a  fociable 
'  Creature,  not  only  infpirM  him  with  a  Defire,  and 
«  put  him  under  the  Neceffity  of  living  with  thofe 
'  of  his  own  Species,  but  moreover  gave  him  the 
'   Faculty  of  Speech,  that  it  might  be  the  great  In- 
'  ftrument,  and  the  common  Band  of  that  Society. 
'  For    this  Reafon  Man  has   naturally  iiis  Organs 
'  fram'd  in    fuch   a   manner,  that  they  are  proper 
'  to    form    the   articulate    Sounds  wliich   we  call 
'  TFords.     But  this  was  not  fufficient  to  form  Lan- 
'  guage  ;   for  Parrots,  and  feveral  other  Birds,  may 
'  be  tminM  up  to  form  articulate  and  very  diflincSt 

*  Sounds  ;  and  yet  thofe  Animals  are  no  ways  capa- 
'  ble  of  Language.  It  was  therefore  ncceflary,  that 
«  befides  articulate  Sounds,  Man  Ihould  be  capable 
'  of  making  ufe  of  thofe  Sounds  as  Signs  of  inward 
'  Conceptions,  and  to  eftablifli  them  as  fo    many 

*  Tokens  of  the  Ideas  which  we  have  in  the  Mind, 
'   to    the    end   that  by   fuch  means  they  miglit  be 

*  manifefted  to  others,  and  that  confequently  Men 
'  might  communicate  their  Thoughts  to  one  ano- 
«  thcr.' 

Tiiis,  dear  Tfaac^  is  what  we  ought  to  abide  by. 
Reafon,  and  the  Light  of  Nature,  convince  us 
of  the  Juftnefs  of  this  way  of  arguing  ;  which,  let 
what  will  be  faid  againft  it,  cannot,  I  think,  be 
fhaken.  Neverthelefs,  as  there  is  no  Opinion,  how 
evident  foever  it  appears,  but  may  be  attended  v/ith 
Difficulties  that  efcape  the  Notice  of  thofe  w^ho  give 
their  Confent  to  it  with  a  Pofitivenefs  that  hinders 
them  from  perceiving  the  Force  of  the  Obje(5iions  ; 

*  Locke's  Philofophical  Effay  on  Human  Underftand- 
ir.g,  lib.  iii.  c)a^.  i.  f,  zzz. 

L4  I 
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1  (hail  be  oblig'd  to  thee,  dear  Jfaac^  if  thou  wilt 
let  me  know  thy  Opinion  :  I  fhall  be  the  fonder  of - 
my  own,  when  I  know  it  has  thy  Approbation.  And 
if  thou  judgeft  that  I  do  not  think  rightly,  1  fhall 
f^ndeavour  to  get  quit  of  my  Prejudices,  and  to 
reliih  thy  Arguments.  No  body  has  a  better  Ta- 
lent tljan  thou  haft  for  Perfuafion  ;  a  Gift  which 
is  only  beftov.''d  upon  few  Perfons.  A  great  many 
People  confound  tlieir  Adverfaries  without  affe(51ing 
their  jMinds,  and  making  them  alter  their  Opinion.  A 
Recent  of  a  College,  arm'd  with  Syllogifms  and  En- 
thymems,  pufhes  his  Antagonift  quite  out  of  the  Field. 
He  makes  ufe  of  the  Privilege  of  abufing  Words  to 
perplex  Reafbn,  and  from  one  Argument  to  ano- 
ther, reafoning  always  according  to  the  Rules  of 
Logic,,  he  comes  at  laft  to  eftablifh  the  greateft  Ab- 
furdity  ;  but  without  convincing  thofe  with  whom 
he  difputes.  The  Mind  cannot  bear  with  Argu- 
ments which  it  perceives  to  be  falfe,  tho'  it  cannot, 
explain  the  Fallacy.  This  fort  of  Argumentation^ 
which  the  Nazareng  Doctors  fo  much  cry  up,  haa 
a  much  greater  Tendency  to  corrupt  the  Under- 
franding,  than  to  aid  and  perfeft  it.  And  we  fee 
that  there  are  a  great  many  People,  who,  tho'  they 
never  ftudv,  reafcn  in  a  manner  much  more  clear 
and  concife  than  certain  ProfciTors  of  Philofcphy. 

''I'is  not  to  the  Ignorance  of  Logic  that  v/e  mufl 
pifcribe  the  Defect  which  is  obferv'd  in  moft  Mens 
way  of  arguing,  but  to  the  Deficiency  of  Ideas, 
to  the  Erroneoufnefs  and  Obfcuritv  of  what  Ideas 
they  have,  to  the  bad  Principles  v/hich  tliey  have 
imbib'd,  and  to  the  Prejudices^with  which  they  are 
tainted.  And  they  argue  more  or  lefs  fenfibly,  ac- 
cording as  they   have  mere  or   Icfs  of  thefe  Fail- 


ings. 


Farewell,  dear  Ifaac  ;  live  content  and  happy  ;  and 

let  me  hear  from  thee. 

LETTER 
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LETTER     CIX. 

From    Jacob    Brito,    at    Madrid,    to 
Aaron  Monceca,  at  Amftcrdam. 


T  Am  nov7,  dear  Monceca^  to  prefent  thcc  an  Ac- 
count  of  the  mofl:  exquifite  Scene  of  Horrors  ; 
and  to  give  thee  a  PicSlure  of  that  barbarous  Inqui- 
fition,  nourifh'd  and  fatten'd  by  the  Blood  of  our 
Brethren,  and  by  that  of  feveral  unhappy  NaxarcneSy 
who  have  had  the  Misfortune  to  have  any  Monks 
for  their  Enemies.  Don't  think  I  am  prompted  by 
Spite  and  Envy,  to  put  Colours  that  are  too  black 
upon  any  thing.  I  {hall  only  tell  thee  what  I  have 
heard  from  feveral  French^  Germans^  and  EngUJhy 
who  have  been  WitncfTes  of  the  Bloody  Executions 
ordered  by  this  Monkidi  Senate,  which  has  been  di- 
redled  by  the  Furies^  conducted  by  Avarice,  and 
iupported  by  Superftition. 

When  an  Auto  de  /V,  or  an  A£l  of  Faith,  is  order' J 
by  the  Inquifition,  a  great  Scaffold  is  ereclcd  in  the 
C^rcat  Square  ;  where  all  the  World  hires  Oelconies 
and  Windows,  and  comes  to  fee  this  terrible  Spec- 
tacle, as  to  a  fclsmn  Feaft,  at  wliich  the  whole 
Court,  King,  Queen,  Ladies,  Embafiadors,  isc.  are 
prefent. 

The  Inquifitor's  Chair  is  a  Sort  of  Judgment-Seat, 
lais'd  higher  than  the  King's.  Oppofite  to  tliis 
Throne  an  Altar  is  erctled,  upon  which  the  Naza^ 
rent's  offer  to  the  Deity  tl^e  Blood  of  thofc  uiihapi)-/ 
Creatures  that  they  are  for  depriving  of  Life,     la 

L  5  ihi: 
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the  midft  of  their  Ceremonies  they  break  off  their 
Prayers,  when  the  grand  Inquifitor  defcends  from 
his  Amphitheatre  in  his  PotttiJicaUbus  ;  and,  after 
having  made  his  Salute  to  the  Altar,  which  is  ere£l- 
ed  to  Avarice  and  Cruelty,  he  goes  up  to  the  King's 
Throne,  followed  by  fome  of  the  Officers  of  the 
Inquifition  ;  and  the  Prince,  who  then  ffands  up 
with  the  Conftable  of  Caftile  by  his  Side,  holding 
the  Royal  Sword  erect,  fwears  to  obferve  the  Oath, 
which  is  read  by  a  Member  of  the  Royal  Council  ; 
an  Oath  which  obliges  him  to  authorize  all  the  Alli- 
ens of  the  Inquifition. 

This  done,  the  unfortunate  People  condemned  to 
be  tortur'd  are  brought  forth,  and  carry'd  all  round 
the  public  Square.  Thofe  who  are  not  condemned, 
and  who  are  only  doom'd  to  cruel  Imprifonment, 
wear  a  Saiiken'ito^  which  is  a  large  Scapulary  of  yellow 
Cloth,  or  Canvas  Shirt,  chargM  with  St.  Andrew^ 
Crofs,  painted  red.  They  who  are  fo  unfortunate 
as  to  be  burnt,  are  drefs'd  in  long  Robes  of  a 
grey  Colour,  full  of  painted  Flames.  And  they  who 
are  not  willing  to  turn  Nazarenes  wear  the  Effigies 
and  Pictures  of  Devils,  befides  a  fort  of  Scapulary, 
upon  which  is  defcrib'd,  Foiiego  rebuelto^  i.  e.  a  Fire 
ftirr'd  up. 

The  Grandees  of  Spain,  and  the  chief  Spamjh 
Noblemen,  fupply  the  Place  of  MarfhaPs-men  at 
thefe  frightful  Ceremonies  ;  for  they  bring  the  pre- 
tended Criminals  that  are  to  be  burnt,  to  the  Stake, 
bound  with  Halters.  Thus  do  Superftition  and  Bi- 
gotry make  the  Don  Diego' s.,  the  Don  Sancho's^  the 
Don  Pedro's,  and  the  Don  Garcia' s,  not  only  Slaves 
to  the  Monks,  but  Lacqueys  to  the  Hangmen. 

To  increafe  the  Torture  of  the  poor  Wretches 
that  are  doom'd  to  the  Rage  of  the  Flames,  a  Parcel 
of  ignorant  inhuman  Friars  bawl  out  the  moft  fcan- 
dulous  Reproaches  in  their  Ears,  together  with  their 
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fenfelefs  Arguments.  In  fine,  they  are  thrown  head- 
long into  the  Fire  which  is  kindled  for  them.  Upon 
this  Occafion,  dear  Monceca^  appears  the  Conftancy 
of  our  Nation.  There  are  feveral  faithful  'Jcws^  the 
Defcendants  of  the  antient  Ifraditcs^  who  throw 
themfelvcs  into  the  P^lames  ;  others  burn  their 
Hands  and  Feet  before  they  leap  into  the  Fire,  and 
preferving  as  much  Prefence  of  Mind  as  Mutlus 
Scavola  that  illuftrious  Roman^  who  fuffer'd  his 
Hand  to  be  confumM  in  a  Coal  Fire,  they  fins; 
Praifcs  to  the  God  of  Ifracl  in  the  midft  of  fuch 
terrible  Torment. 

The  barbarous  Spaniards  arc  not  mov*d  by  all 
thefc  Cruelties  ;  neither  Age  nor  Sex,  nothing  caa 
afFedl  them.  A  Nazarcne  Author,  VvMiom  they 
have  no  Reafon  to  fufpcdl,  reports  what  follov/s. 
'  Among  the  Jews  that  w^re  burnt,  there  was  a 
'  Girl  feemingly  not  feventeen  Years  of  Age,  who, 
*  {landing  on  that  Side  where  the  Queen  was,  poi- 
'  tion'd  her  for  her  Pardon.  She  was  v/onderfully 
'  pretty,  andflie  faid  to  her,  "  Great  Qi,ieen,  Will 
*'  not  vour  Royal  Prefence, make  fome  Alteration  in 
"  my  Alisfortune  ;  Confider  howyoungi  am,  and 
"  that  I  am  to  fufi-er  for  a  Rehgion  which  1  fuck'd 
''  in  with  my  Mother's  Milk."  The  Queen  turnM 
away  her  Eyes,  and  fecm'd  to  take  great  Pity  on  her. 
Yet  fhe  never  durft  {o  much  as  mention  the  faving 
her*. 

"What  Inchantmcnt,  therefore,  dear  Monceca^ 
could  make  Men  io  blind  as*  to  become  Slaves  to  fuch 
Cruelties  ?  Can  any  Nation  be  {(y  infiituated,  To 
abandoned  to  its  Prejudices,  as  not  to  make  ufe  of 
Reafon,  and  not  to  abolifh  Executions  fo  contrary 
to  the  Law  of  Nature  ?    The  Nazarcne  Monks  are 

*  Memoirs  of  the  Court  of  Spain,  by  M.  cT  Aumy, 
Pare  II.  p.  66. 

L  6     '  \       very 
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very  perninious  Magicians,  bccaufe  they  confound 
the  human  Undcrftanding,  aiul  ccnfcquently  colour 
the  fouleft  Deeds  with  the  Title  of  Virtues.  Con- 
iltier,  denr  Mcnceca^  what  an  unlimited  Power  they 
have  in  Spain.  A  Queen  dares  not  intercede  for  the 
Pardon  of  a  young  Girl  of  Sixteen,  tho'  file  has  been 
i:uilty  of  no  other  Crime  than  believing  the  Religion 
vvhich  jQie  imbib'd  in  her  Infancy.  7'he  Authority 
of  the  Throne  itfclf  durfl  not  (land  to  difpute  with 
tlie  Mr.naflic  Po\'r£r,  and  is  afraid  of  being  a  Prey 
to  the  Attacks  of  that  Monfter  fupported  by  Super- 
ilition  ? 

The  mofc  fhocking  thing  or  all  in  thefe  bloody 
Tragedies,  is  the  Indulgences  that  the  Rorjimi  Poa- 
lifFs  have  attach'd  to  them.  They  who  lead  the 
poor  condemned  Wretches  to  the  Fire,  and  throw 
thicm  into  the  P'lames,  gain  Indulgences  for  loO 
Years  ;  and  they  who  content  themfelves  only  with 
feeing  them  executed,  obtain  50.  Jufl  Heaven  ! 
What  Plorror,  and  what  Abomination  is  this,  dear 
Jldcnceca  !  The  moft  crying  and  moft  deteflable 
Crimes  are  m.ade  a  falutary  Means  to  attain  to  the 
Prefence  of  tlie  Divine  Being  !  Avarice,  Cruelty, 
Fury  and  Rage,  are  the  Virtues  of  Spanijh  Naza- 
''remfm  !  And  the  Nazarenes^  who  in  France  and  Ger^ 
many^  boaft  their  Abhorrence  of  Blood,  have  Brethren 
m  the  Inqulfiticn-Countries,  that  confecrate  Mur- 
i^er  under  the  Pretence  of  Religion,  and  make  their 
Cruelties  an  elTential  Article  of  their  Faith  I 

The  Day  after  thofe  unhappy  Wretches  are  burnt 
is  a  fort  of  FeRival,  when  all  the  Monks  go  in  Procef- 
lion  to  the  principal  Church  ;  and  they  carry  the  Pic- 
tures of  the  Condemn'd,  as  if  they  were  Trophies  of 
a  Victory  obtain'd  over  the  Enemy,with  thefeWords, 
Jvlorrco  quemado  por  Hereje  relapfo^  i.  e.  /  die  for 
relapfmg  into  Herefy  5  and  under  thofe  who  perfift 
in  declaring  their  Innocence,  is  infcrib'd,  Por  He- 

reje 
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reje  convt^o  negafivo  ;  i.e.  Fo?-  denying  their  Hcrcfy 
after  being  convi£led  of  it :  And  under  thofe  wha 
perfift  in  liieir  Beliet  j  Por  Hereje  contumas,  i.  e. 
For  cbftinatc  Herefy. 

The  Fury  of  the  Monks  is  not  yet  fatisfied  with 
this  fort  of  Triumph  ;  it  extends  fo  far  as  to  infule 
the  Manes  of  fuch  as  have  been  dead  many  Years  : 
For  they  put  into  certain  Cheils  (v.'hich  they  call 
Carochas)  the  Bones  of  fome  which  tliey  dio-  out  of 
the  Ground,  and  even  proceed  againft  th'vn  after 
Death.  Confcquently  Death  and  Burial  can  be  no 
Screen  from  the  Hatred  of  the  Monks ;  for  tlicy 
perfecute  their  Enemies  beyond  the  Grave.  'Tis 
not  only  in  Spain  where  fuch  Sacrileges  are  com- 
mitted, but  in  feveral  other  Countries  tliey  are 
guilty  of  fuch  Outrages  ;  and  the  Tombs  are  there 
violated  upon  Pretence  of  Religion. 

If  one  did  not  fee  it,  one  could  hardly  believe  what 
a  vaft  Power  the  Monks  have  acquired  in  the  Coun- 
tries of  the  Inquifition.  Reafon  cannot  bear  to  be 
told,  that  there  have  been  Men  fo  foolifti,  and  (o 
weak,  as  by  fubmitting  to  the  arbitrary  Power  of  the 
Monks,  to  abandon  their  natural  and  civil  Rio;hts 
and  to  divert  the  common  Tribunals  of  their  k-o-al 
JurifdiiSlion,  in  order  to  transfer  it  to  new  ones 
compos'd  of  the  Dregs  of  Mankind. 

The  Power  which  the  Monks  have  acquii'd  is 
founded  upon  the  moft  crafty  Politics.  A  counter- 
feit Zeal  to  extirpate  our  Nation,  and  certain  No- 
zarenes  that  werccall'd  Heretics,  ferv'd  as  a  Pretence. 
At  jiril,  the  Inquifition  was  only  effablifh'd  to  take 
Cognizance  of  one  fmgle  Cafe.  But  the  filly  People 
did  not  fee  that  this  fmgle  Cafe  drew  in  all  others 
after  it.  For  what  AcSlions,  good  or  bad,  are  not 
brought  before  the  fpiritual  Court  ?  Judaifin^  He- 
rcfy^  the  Obfervance  of  all  the  Precepts  of  the  Na- 
%arm^  Law,  Oaths,  Crimes  committed  againft  the 
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Divine  Worfliip,  Bigamy,  Sodomv,  the  robbing  of 
Churches,thelnrults  committed  on  Pi  ieftsandMonks, 
Sorcery,  and  in  fhort,  a  long  Train  of  many  other 
Matters  that  are  linked  with  the  Nazarene  f'aith. 

The  People  were  aftonifhM  when  they  faw,  too 
late,  what  an  exorbitant  Power  they  had  given  to 
the  Monks.  They  had  neither  the  Strength  nor  the 
Courage  to  take  it  from  them ;  they  kifs'd  the 
Chains  which  they  had  put  about  their  own  Limbs ; 
and  they  became  the  chief  Inftruments  of  the  Ty- 
ranny under  which  they  groan'd.  In  fine,  the  fo- 
vereign  Pontiffs,  by  the  Help  of  their  Bulls,  and  by 
the  Aliiftance  of  thofe  fame  Monks,  whofc  Autho- 
rity they  were  for  favouring  in  order  to  eftablifh  their 
own,  perfuaded  the  People  at  the  Long-run,  that 
the  Maintenance  of  the  Power  of  the  Clergy  was  a 
thing  neceffary  to  Religion.  The  fuperftitious  Spa- 
niards^ the  ignorant  Portuguefe^  and  the  fanatic  Ita- 
lians^ not  only  confecrated  the  unjuft  Tribunal  of 
the  Inquifition  throughout  their  own  Countries,  but 
would  fain  have  eftablifh'd  it  among;  their  Neish- 
hours.  However  the  latter  too  well  knew  this  in- 
fernal Court  of  Juffice  to  fubmit  to  it.  Spain  loft  a 
Part  of  the  Netherlands  for  attempting  to  fubjecSl  them 
to  the  Inquifition ;  and  France^  THEN  lb  wife  as 
not  to  fuffer  its  Privileges  to  be  invaded,  vigoroufly 
refifted  all  the  Attacks  of  the  fovereign  Pontiffs. 

The  Tribunal  of  the  Holy  OiHce  is  fo  abhorr'd  by 
feveral  Nazarene  Nations,  that  the  very  Name  of  it 
makes  them  tremble.  A  "Jew^  whofe  Father  has  been 
burnt,  and  who  muft  have  fufFer'd  the  fame  Pu- 
nifhment  if  he  had  not  fled,  is  not  more  (hock'd  at 
the  terrible  Name  of  the  Inquifition,  than  a  Coun- 
feJlor  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris  when  Mention  is 
made  to  him  of  that  horrid  Tribunal.  There's  not  a 
Country  Gentleman  but  had  rather  fuffer  the  worft  of 
Misfortunes  than  be  fubjedl  to  any  Jurifdidion^except 
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that  of  the  temporal  Judges,  or  to  own  any  other 
Mafter  but  his  King,  or  any  other  Executioners  of 
his  Will  and  Pleafure  but  the  Parliaments. 

Notwithftanding;  the  Credit  which  the  Monks 
had  for  a  long  time  in  France^  and  efpccially  at  the 
time  of  the  League,  when  they  were  fupported  by 
Spain,  they  never  durft  introduce  the  Jnquifition 
into  that  Kingdom,  tho'  they  fecretly  attempted  it; 
but  they  met  with  fo  much  Oppofition,  tliat  they 
plainly  faw  they  (hould  intirely  ruin  their  Credit, 
inftead  of  augmenting  it. 

And  indeed,  all  the  feveral  States  of  the  Kingdom 
arc  concerned  to  hinder  the  Eftablifhment  of  this 
unjuft  Tribunal.  The  King,  who  is  an  abfolute 
Sovereign  in  his  Kingdom,  would  have  a  Rival  in 
the  grand  Inquifitor.  The  twelve  Parliaments  would 
be  little  better  than  Country  Court-Leets.  The 
Forces  would  be  more  under  the  Command  of  the 
Monks  than  of  their  General  Officers.  The  Bifhopa 
would  find  the  common  Priefts  bearing  greater 
Sway  than  themfelves  in  the  Ecclefiaftical  Jurif- 
didtion.  The  Clergy,  as  well  as  all  the  Common- 
people,  would  become  Slaves  to  the  Monks,  and 
the  Victims  of  their  Avarice  and  Ambition.  The 
French  Nobility,  who  have  been  fo  much  us'd  to 
defpife  this  Gentry,  and  to  look  upon  them  in  ge- 
neral as  the  Excrement  of  Mankind,  would  be 
very  glad  if  they  could  have  the  Favour  to  be  ad-  , 
mitted  into  the  Number  of  Familiaries  del  San^o 
Officio,  or  Familiars  of  the  Holy  Office.  And  in 
{hort,  the  very  Dukes  and  Peers  v/ould  have  the 
Privilege  of  gaining  a  hundred  Years  Indulgence,  by 
conducting  unhappy  People  inhumanly  to  the  Stake  ; 
and  confequently  would  have  the  Reputation  of  be- 
ing the  Valets  of  the  Executioners. 

There's  no  Fear  now,  dedivMonceea,  that  the  In- 
quifition  will  ever  be  i^troduc'd  into  any  of  thofe 
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Countries  where  it  is  not  already  eftablifli'd.  Its 
'J>n ois  are  too  well  known  ;  and  I  am  certain,  that 
there's  not  an  European  in  his  Senfes,  but  would 
rather  turn  Aiujfuhnan^  than  be  fubjeft  to  a  cruel 
Dominican,  or  fuch  other  implacable  Perfecutor. 

Farewell,  dear  Monceca  ;  and  may'fl  thou  never 
live  but  in  Countries  v/here  Wifdom  and  Juftice 
are  as  well  eftablifh'd  as  that  in  which  thou  art 
now. 


LETTER     ex. 

From  Aaron  Monceca,  at  Amfterdam, 
/o  Isaac  Onis  a  Caraite^  in  Egypt, 
formerly  a  Rabbi,  at  Conftantinople. 

T  N  a  late  Letter  of  mine  I  mention'd  what  a  great 
'■'  Number  of  Printers  and  Bookfcllers  there  were 
at  Amjlerdam :  There's  the  fame  Number  in  the 
other  Towns  in  Proportion.  No  doubt  thou  wilt 
conclude,  there  muft  alfo  be  a  large  Tribe  of 
Writers  in  the  Country  to  ferve  fo  many  Prefles, 
and  to  furnifli  the  BookfeJIers  with  the  new  Books 
v/hich  they  publiih  every  Day.  There  is  nothing 
fo  true  ;  for  the  Authors  here  are  almoft  as  nu- 
merous as  the  Statues  were  in  old  Rome^  whofe- 
Number  exceeded  that  of  the  Inhabitants  of  a  com- 
mon Town  *. 

If 

*  Has  ftatuas  primum  Ttifci  in  Italia  invenifie  referun- 
tur,  quas  amplexa  PoUeritas  pene  parem  Populum  Urhi 
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If  one  were  to  make  a  Mufter  of  all  the  forry 
Scribes  that  fvvarm  in  the  United  ProviKcesy  one 
might  raife  a  Colony,  in  which  good  Senfe  and 
Judgment  have  not  been  feen  for  a  long  time. 

Thou  wilt  be  at  a  Lofs  to  what  to  afcrlbe  this 
Multitude  of  Authors,  and  to  imagine  how  it  comes 
to  pafs  that  the  Cacoethes  Scnbendi  is  more  infe6lious 
in  this  Country  than  in  any  other.  Ti-iere's  a  Con- 
currence of  fevcral  Circum.ftanccs  to  maintain  and 
augment  the  Number  of  thofe  Stainers  of  Paper. 
Some  are  Monks,  flripp'd  of  their  Orders  ;.  who, 
after  having;  abandon'd  their  Convents,  and  being 
oeftituteof  Subfiftcnce,  fancy  that  a  Book  is  as  eafily 
made  as  a  forry  Sermon.  Others,  hearing  the  com- 
mon Talk  of  new  Books  that  are  printed,  become 
Authors  by  InfeiHiion.  The  Itch  of  Writing  in  this 
Country,  is  a  Didemper  that  fpreads  like  Fanati- 
cifm.  I  compare  bad  Writers  to  the  Convulfiona- 
ries  oi  Paris  \  for,  like  them,  they  are  acSled  by  a 
fort  of  Enthufiafm,  of  which  they  don^t  know  the 
Caufe.  The  Bockfellers  fcarcc  trouble  thcmfelves 
whether  a  Book  be  good  or  bad  :  If  it  be  but  new^ 
they  always  find  Cuftomers  for  it,  by  advertifmg 
it  in  the  Gazettes^  with  fome  important  Title. 
Amoni2;il:  the  many  Journals  that  are  publifh'd,  they 
have  always  a  Property  in  the  ImprefHon  of  one  or 
other  of  them,  in  which,  by  Confcquence,  they  give 
a  pompous  Chara6ler  of  the  moft  pitiful  Book  \ 
which  at  the  fame  time  is  no  Grievance  to  the  Pub- 
lic, becaufe  they  have  known  for  a  long  while,  that 

dedit  quam  Natura  procreavit.  Cojfidcr.  Var,  hb.  vii.  c^p. 
15.  **  The  Tufcans  are  reported  to  have  been  the  firft  In- 
*'  venters  of  thcfe  Statues,  which  their  Poflerity  were  fa 
**  fond  of,  that  the  Number  which  was  carv'd  was  al- 
•*  mod  equal  to  that  of  the  Souls  which  were  born."" 

Works 
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Works  of  this  kind  are  only  written  to  damn  the 
Copies  of  fome  Bookfellers,  and  to  commend  thofe 
of  others. 

When  a  Book  is  fo  bad  that  a  good  Part  of  the 
Edition  remains  unfold,  'tis  advertised  a  fecond  time, 
a  Year  after,  under  another  Tjtle,  with  the  Addi- 
tion of  fome  Preface  as  bad  as  the  Work  itfelf ; 
and  by  the  Help  of  this  Craft,  the  reft  of  the  Edi- 
tion is  all  bought  up.  In  fhort,  they  are  never  at 
a  Lofs,  in  HcUatid,  for  Expedients  to  put  ofF  thofe 
Books  which  the  Bookfellers  can't  vend  to  their 
Cuftomers ;  for  thofe  that  they  can't  difpofe  of  by 
^Retail,  they  ftW  by  the  Lump  to  the  Butter-women 
and  Grocers,  and  efpecially  to  the  latter  ;  in  whofe 
Shops  one  may  find  a  great  Number  of  Tra6ts  printed 
ten  or  twelve  Years  ago  ;  fo  that,  fix  or  feven  Au- 
thors excepted,  which  are  for  the  moft  part  Natives 
of  Holland^  there  are  ^qw  Writers  that  live  in  this 
Country  but  may  there  pick  up  a  large  Colledion 
of  the  Books  they  have  publifh'd. 

It  would  not  be  to  any  Purpofe  to  give  you  the 
Names  of  thefe  Shrimps  in  the  Commonwealth  of 
Learning;  whofe  Names  are  moreover  as  contemp- 
tible as  their  Works.  I  believe  it  will  be  as  well  if  I 
endeavour  to  2;ive  thee  an  Idea  of  fome  Writers  that 
a^e  w^orth  knowing :  Boerhaave^  "* sGravefande^  and 
Vitriarius^  are  great  Men.  Mufemhroek  has  made 
a  Colledlion  of  good  Experiments  in  Phyfic ;  and 
thou  art  not  ignorant  that  Barbeyrac  is  a  good 
Tranflator.  There  are  alfo  in  the  Academies  of 
thefe  Provinces  fome  other  Perfons,  who  are  to  be 
efteem'd  for  their  Learning  and  Probity.  Among 
the  Minifters  and  the  Clergy,  there  are  alfo  fome 
of  diftinguifh'd  Merit ;  and  1  have  heard  Saurin  men- 
tion'd  a  thoufand  times  as  an  excellent  Preacher. 
But  the  Number  of  thefe  Authors  is  fo  fmali  in  Pro- 
portion to  the  others^  that  there's  no  Compurifon  ; 

tho* 
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tho*  in  order  to  do  Juftice  to  the  Dutch ^  it  muft  be 
confefs'd,  that  all  thofe  bad  Writers,  or  at  leaft  the 
major  Part  of  them,  are  Foreigners.  There  are  fe- 
veral  that  pretend  to  write  in  French  j  but  when  their 
Books  come  into  France^  every  body  is  furpris'd  to 
find  them  written  in  the  Gajcoign  or  Nor?nan^  or  the 
Style  of  Lower  Brctagne.  Nay,  there  are  fome 
which  do  fo  partake  of  the  different  Idioms,  that 
there's  no  gueffing  what  Language  they  are  writ- 
ten in  ;  and  one  would  fwcar  it  to  be  French^ 
patched  cut  of  Greek. 

*Tis  to  be  fear'd,  dear  Ifaac^  that  this  Tribe  of 
paltry  Authors  will  intirely  corrupt  the  Tafte,  not 
only  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Country,  but  alfo  of 
moft  People  who  apply  themfelves  to  reading.  I 
compare  the  Shops  of  certain  Bookfellers  to  the 
Laboratories  of  fome  noted  Chymifts,  who  com- 
pofe  Philtres  to  difturb  the  human  Underftand- 
ing,  and  to  poifon  the  Nourifliment  which  it  may 
be  capable  of  receiving  from  the  Reading  of  good 
Authors.  As  in  France  they  examine  Books  before 
they  are  printed,  to  fee  whether  the  Authors  have 
faid  any  thing  to  expofe  the  Monks,  I  could  wifh 
that  the  Books  which  are  printed  in  Holland  were 
revifed,  to  fee  if  there  be  nothing  in  them  contrary 
to  Good-fenfe  ;  and  that  they  would  do  the  fame 
Service  to  Mankind  as  they  do  to  a  Company  of 
lazy  Drones,  whofe  Order  and  Profeffion  have  been 
by  antient  Superftition  rcnder'd  venerable.  At 
Paris  they  make  no  fcruple  to  hinder  the  Impref- 
fion  of  a  Work  which  bears  too  hard  upon  the 
Court  of  Ro??ie^  or  which  treats  too  freely  of  In- 
dulgences, or  wh.trh  extols  ArnaudioT  a  great  Man : 
But,  alas  !  is  it  not  of  much  more  Importance  to 
flop  the  Circulation  of  thirty  Tra6ls  which  deprave 
the  Reader's  Tafte,  banifh  Good-fenfe,  and  darken 
the  Light  of  Reafon  ? 
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I  wonder  whether  the  Dutch,  who  are  always 
attentive  to  the  Welfare  and  Tranquility  of  civil 
Society,  have  made  this  Refledion.  Perhaps  they 
have.  The  Fear  of  introducing  a  Cuftom,  which, 
in  Procefs  of  Time,  might  ftnke  at  that  Liberty 
whicli  is  fo  dear  to  them,  has  hinder'd  them 
from  ftopping  the  Circulation  of  thofe  Books,  fo 
pernicious  not  only  to  the  Republic  of  Letters, 
but  even  to  all  Mankind  :  For  the  Dutch  are  fond 
of  the  Sciences,  have  an  infinite  Efleem  for  Men  of 
Learning,  and  give  them  a  hearty  P.eception  from 
what  Country  foever  they  come.  B^yk  and  feve- 
ral  other  Fretjchnien  have  been  courted  and  ca- 
refs'd  by  the  chief  Members  of  the  Republic.  We 
obferve  ia  Holland  what  has  been  feen  in  few  other 
Countries  for  near  1700  Years.  The  City  of  Rot- 
terdam had  fuch  a  Senfe  of  the  Virtues  of  ErafinuSy 
that  it  causM  his  Statue  to  be  erefted  in  the  public 
Square.  'Tis  paying  a  true  Regard  to  the  Merit  of 
the  learned,  to  eredl  fuch  a  Monument  to  an  able 
Writer.  This  Statue  feems  to  have  chang'd  both  its 
Form  and  Matter,  in  Proportion  as  the  Republic 
fiourifli'd.  It  was  at  firft  of  W^ood  only,  and  was 
creeled  in  1540.  Afterwards  there  was  one  of 
Stone,  fetupin  1567.  And  laftly,  one  of  Brafs,  the 
fame  that  we  fee  now,  was  plac'd  there  in  1622. 
If  we  live  to  another  Century,  perhaps  we  may  fee 
one  of  Gold.  What  is  furprifing  is,  that  Delft ^ 
which  is  fo  near  to  Rotterdam,  and  which  has  been 
no  lefs  honoured  by  the  celebrated  Grotius,  has  not 
ere61:ed  the  like  Statue  to  that  sreat  Man. 

Wl;en  I  confider,  dear  Ifaac,  the  manner  how 
this  State  was  form'd,  I  cannot  fo|-bear  to  admire 
what  Induftry  is  capable  of  doing,  when  'tis  fup- 
ported  by  the  Love  of  Liberty.  A  Country  float- 
ing in  the  Water,  a  Land  uncultivated,  and  which 
fcarce  produced  any  thing,  is  become,  in  a  fhort 

time  J 
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time,  the  Magazine  and  Centre  of  all  the  Riches  in 
the  World. 

None  but  a  People  fo  laborious  as  the  Dutch^ 
could  have,  as  it  were,  drawn  their  Country  by 
Force  out  of  the  Sea,  by  the  Dykes  they  have  made; 
and  none  but  a  Nation  ^o  powerful  as  they,  could 
fupport  the  Expence  which  thofe  very  Dykes  coft 
them.  They  are  oblig'd  to  be  at  infinite  Care  and 
Pains  to  maintain  and  keep  them  up,  becaufe  the 
Safety  of  their  Country  depends  on  their  being  in 
good  Repair.  The  Sea  is  indeed  the  Nurfe  of  the 
Dutch  J  but  then  'tis,  on  the  other  hand,  the  worft 
Enemy  they  have  :  For  in  the  *  Year  1574,  the  Sea 
wafh'd  away  one  hundred  and  twelve  Houfes  from 
the  Village  of  ScJ?eveling^  the  Church  of  which  is 
now  near  the  Sea ;  whereas  formerly  it  fcood  in  the 
middle  of  the  Village. 

The  Repairs  which  they  are  continually  oblig'd  to 
make,  and  the  other  Expences  which  the  Govern- 
ment is  put  to,  are  the  Reafon  tliat  the  Taxes  are 
very  heavy  in  Holland.  They  who  know  the  State 
of  Affairs,  don't  murmur  at  them  ;  and  in  this 
Country  one  fhall  hardly  meet  with  Malccontcnts, 
thofe  odious  and  contemptible  Creatures  who  feek  to 
eftablilh  their  Fortune  upon  the  Ruins  of  a  Govern- 
ment, and  who  found  their  Hopes  in  the  future 
Troubles  and  Calamities  of  their  Country,  which 
they  are  always  ready  to  dillradt.  On  the  other 
hand,  every  Man  being  content  with  enjoying  full 
Liberty,  contributes  with  Pleafure  to  the  Neceilities 
of  the  State,  and  looks  upon  the  Republic  as  a  good 
IVlother  whom  he  is  oblig'd  to  fupport. 

All  the  fault  I  find  with  the  Dutchy  is  a  blind 
fort  of  Love  they  have  for  their  Children,  which 
hinders    them    from  corredlino;  them,    and   givincy 

*  Mifons  Voyage  to  HQlland. 
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them  a  proper  Education.  I  could  wifh  they  were 
not  fo  complaifant  in  this  refpe^t.  1  he  Lacsdcemo- 
n'lam  trainM  up  their  Youth  after  a  different  manner; 
for  they  inured  them  to  a  rigid  Difcipline,  and  form'd 
them  betimes  to  all  manner  of  Exercifes.  In  fhort 
they  infpired  them  with  fo  great  a  Love  to  Virtue, 
and  with  fo  firm  a  Conftancy  that  upon  a  certain  Day 
there  was  one  of  them  v/ho,  holding  a  Flambeau  at 
a  particular  Ceremony,  fuffer'd  it  to  burn  his  Hand 
rather  than  he  would  interrupt  it  *. 

'Tis  in  the  time  of  Youth  that  the  Manners  and 
firft  Inclinations  ought  to  be  formed.  There  are  a 
thoufand  Faults  which  Age  and  Reafon  have  much 
ado  to  fupprefs,  when  they  are  by  Habit  rendered  com- 
mon and  familiar.  'Tis  almoft  impoilible  to  cure 
the  Italians  intirely  of  Superftition,  becaufe  •  they 
have  always  fome  Faith  remaining  in  a  Number  of 
Chimsras  with  which  they  have  been  fed  from  their 
Cradles.  In  like  manner  the  Dutch  find  it  very 
difficult  to  fhake  of  a  fort  of  Self-conceit  and  Fond- 
nefs  for  their  own  Opinions,  which  is  owing  to  the 
too  great  Complaifance  of  their  Parents  in  gratifying 
all  their  filly  Defires.  However,  People  of  Diftinc- 
tion  feem  defirous  to  take  fome  Care  of  their  Chil- 
dren's Education,  but  unluckily  they  never  give  them 
any  but  very  bad  Tutors. 

One  thing  which  no  doubt  will  extremely  fur- 
prife  thee  is,  that  a  Nation  of  fuch  Good-fenfe  as 

*  Cicero  fpeaking  of  the  Refolution,  ConfVancy  and 
Courageof  the  Z,<?ff</^z?20w««  Youth,  fays.  That  it  often 
happen'd,  that  they  would  fight  with  one  another  till 
they  died,  rather  than  own  they  were  beat :  Adolefcen- 
tium  Greges  Lacedasmone  'vidimus  ipfi ;  incndihili  Conten* 
tione  certantes^  Pugnis^  CalcibuSy  Unguibus^  Morju  denique^ 
ut  exanimarentuVf  prius  quam  fe  nji^os  fatercntur.  Cicero 
Tufculan.  Quseft.  lib.  v.  cap,  27. 

tlie 
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the  Dutch^  fhould  fcarce  ever  commit  the  firil 
Education  of  their  chief  Youth  to  any  but  Monks 
ftripp'd  of  their  Order,  and  to  little  faucy  Priefts.  A 
Negle6l  fo  unworthy  of  Commendation  might  be 
attended  with  terrible  Inconveniences,  and  a  Re- 
pentance the  more  mortifying,  becaufe  too  late. 
What,  fure  !  are  there  no  Natives  of  the  Country  fit 
to  difcharge  an  Employment  of  fuch  Importance, 
and  fo  worthy  of  the  moil  ferious  Attention  ?  I 
can't  perfuade  myfelf  to  be  of  that  Opinion.  But 
the  Fondnefs  of  the  Women  for  fuch  as  (ham  the 
Gentleman,  and  for  Petits  Maltrcs^  and  the  too 
great  Complaifance  of  their  Hufbands,  make  them 
generally  prefer  the  Frivolous  to  the  Solid,  and  that 
which  is  detrimental  to  that  which  is  profitable.  The 
Girls  are,  in  this  refpect,  much  better  taken  care 
of  than  the  Boys  ;  and  the  Women,  to  whofe  Care 
they  are  committed,  are  incomparably  better  quali- 
fied for  the  due  Difcharge  of  their  Employment. 

I  fliall  foon  depart  from  this  Cou;itry,  dear  Ifaac, 
for  Berlin^  and  from  thence  I  fhail  go  to  Hamburgh  ; 
where  I  have  fome  Afl^airs  of  Corfcquence  to  fettle 
with  Ifaac  Mcio.  I  fliall  make  it  my  Bufmefs  to 
inform  thee  of  what  I  find  moft  remarkable  among 
the  Germans,  v.'ho  are  a  People  whom  thou  art 
better  acquainted  with  than  I  am.  The  frequent 
Journies  thou  madell  fori-nerly  to  moft  of  the  Courts 
of  Germany,  have  furniflied  thee  with  the  Know- 
ledge of  certain  Men  and  Things,  wliich  I  cannot 
hope  to  acquire. 

I  fhall  be  oblio-'d  to  thee  for  tellinai;  me  whether 
thou  thinkeft  fuch  Reflections  as  1  fhall  commu- 
nicate to  thee  to  bejuft  >  and  fliall  reckon  myfelf 
happy  if  my  Letters  may  continue  to  pleafc  thee  ; 
for  v/hich  End  I  fhall  omit  nothing  in  my  Power. 
I  read  thine  to  fcveral  learned  Men  when  I  v/as  in 
France  ;  and  they  fcem'd  very  w;;ll  plcas'd  with  them. 
^  I  know 
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i  know  that  certain  Bigots  and  Monks,  who  faw  fe- 
veral  of  them,  treated  thee  as  an  Heretic  and  an  ob- 
itinate  'Jew.  But  thou  needft  not  be  in  much  Pain 
for  their  Approbation  j  fince  what  an  antient  Na- 
zarcne  Doctor  faid  of  the  Pagan  Pricfls,  may  be  ap- 
ply'd  to  them,  viz.  They  who  teach  JFifdoin.,  are  not 
the  fame  as  they  who  are  at  the  Head  of  Religior^  : 
The  Philofophsrs  don^t  Jhcw  the  way  to  Heaven^  nor 
the  Priejis  that  to  lVifdo?n  *. 

Farewell,  dear  Ifaac  \  live  content,  and  be  happy. 


LETTER     CXI. 

From    Jacob     Br/to,     at    Madrid,    to 
Aaron  Monceca,  at  Amfterdam. 

^T^  H  E  Women  in  Spain ^  dear  Monceca ^  arc  the 
•*•  Prifoners  of  their  Slaves  ;  for  as  there's  no  Coun- 
try in  the  Word  v/herethe  Men  are  more  fubmiilive 
to  them  ;  fo  there  are  few  Countries  where  the  Wo- 
men are  under  fo  much  Conftraint.  Tho'  Foreigners, 
who  have  for  fome  time  pafl  fojourned  in  this  King- 
dom, have  taken  off  a  great  deal  of  it,  and  chang'd 
that  fhocking  Confinement  into  a  genteeler  fort  of 
Slavery  ;  yet  they  are  flilLwatch'd  very  narrowly. 
Such  of  them  as  are  of  too  mean  Extra6lion  to  go 
to  Court,  fcarce  fee  any  body  but  their  Relations, 

*  Philofophia,  et  Relig'o  Deorum,  disjunflas  funt, 
longeque  differunt  ;  fiquidem  alii  funt  ProfeiTores  Sp.pi- 
entiae,  per  quos  utique  ad  Decs  uditur  ;  aliiqae  Religionis 
Antiftites;  per  quos  faperc  non  dicitur.  Ladant.  Di<vin. 
Injiitut.  lib.  iv.    cap.  iii.  p.  227, 

and 
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and  fome  Monks  :  But  the  others  have  mor^^Li- 
ber ty,  efpecially  fmce  the  Court  of  Spain  has  fol- 
low'd  that  of  France  in  fome  of  its  Manners  and 
Cujfloms. 

Tho'  the  Women  are  fo  ftridlly  watch'd,  thou 
muft  not  think  that  the  Honour  of  their  Hufbands 
is  fecure  againft  the  Stains  which  it  often  receives 
in  other  Countries.  The  Monks  here  are  what  the 
Petits  Maitres^  or  Beaux,  are  in  France.  A  Corde- 
Her  is  as  dangerous  a  Perfon  as  the  moft  amiable 
Pcrfon  of  Quality.  He  knows  all  the  Expedients 
for  captivating  the  Hearts  of  the  Fair ;  and  his  Habit 
gains  him  Admittance  into  all  Families,  to  deceive 
the  moft  jealous  Hufband.  The  fpecious  Title  of 
Confeflbr,  or  fpiritual  Guide,  furniflies  him  with  a 
Pretence  to  be  tcte  a  tete  with  his  Miftrefs  as  long 
as  he  plcafes  ;  and  the  Plufband  durft  not  interrupt 
their  Convcrfation  without  running  the  rifque  of 
feeling  the  fatal  Effcdls,  not  only  of  the  Indignation 
of  Heaven,  but  of  that  of  the  Monks  too. 

Thou  wilt  perhaps  ufk  mc,  dear  Monceca^  how 
the  jealous  Spaniards  can  put  up  with  thefe  A^onkifh 
Vifits  ?  I  was  as  much  lurpris'd  at  it  as  thou  canft 
be,  rill  I  perceiv'd  that  the  Force  of  Prejudice  was 
fo  great  over  the  People  of  this  Country,  that  their 
Jealoufy  truckled  to  their  Superftition  ;  either  from 
their  being  pcrfuaded  of  the  Virtue  of  the  Monks 
that  frequent  their  Houfes,  or  from  their  Opi- 
nion, that  the  CuckoUlom  for  which  they  are  ob- 
lig'd  tothofeverv  Monks,  is  facred  and  honourable, 
and  a  conftituent  Part  of  their  Religion.  Perhaps  too, 
there's  a  certain  Number  of  Indulgences,  which  are 
tack'd  to  the  Horns  of  a  HulLand  who  is  made  a, 
Cuckold  by  a  Friar.  If  that  be  the  Cafe,  I  no 
longer  wonder  that  a  poor  Spaniard  is  (o  zealous  as 
to  gain  them  at  the  Expence  of  his  Forehead  when 
a  Spanijh  Grandee  guards  a  Jew  to  the  Place  of  Ex- 

VoL.  III.  M  ecution. 


2^2         Z^^  Jewish  Spy.     Let.  hi. 

ecution,  and  for  that  Purpofe  (o  demeans  himfelf,  as  to 
be  a  Comrade  of  the  Familiars  of  the  Inquifition. 

This  is  not  the  firft  Age  wherein  People  have  been 
known  to  receive  Cuckoldom,  when  it  came  thro' 
the  Canal  of  Religion,  with  great  Marks  of  Venera- 
tion. Did  not  the  Pagans  think  themfelves  very  happy 
when  fome  of  their  Gods  took  a  Fancy  to  frolic  it 
upon  the  Earth,  and  to  plant  Horns  on  certain  Huf- 
bands  Foreheads  ?  This  Frontlet  they  reckon*d  as 
honourable  as  a  Crown.  Amphitryon^  the  Theban 
General,  thought  himfelf  highly  honoured  that  Ju- 
piter would  make  ufe  of  his  Wife  to  form  a  Demi- 
god * .   Perhaps  a  Spanijh  Votary  is  as  well  plcafed  to 

*  Alcmeyia  wore  three  Moons  on  her  Head-drefs,  to 
denote  that  y^-^/Vfr  made  one  Night  as  long  as  three, 
that  he  might  the  longer  enjoy  her.     *  This  is  fome- 

*  thing  very  odd,  fays  a  modern  Author.      It  was  enough 

*  for  her  furcly  that  her  Hufband's   Head  was  charged 

*  with  fuch   a    Creft,    and   fortify'd   with  Horn-works 

*  and  Half-moons  enough  to  furpafs  the  Towers  of  the 

*  Goddefs  Cybele. 

■    ^alis,  Berecynthia  Mater, 
Ifi'vehitur  Curru  Phrygias  turrit  a  per  Urhes  *. 

When  in  Pomp  fna  makes  the  Phrygian  Round, 

With  Golden  Tunels  on  her  Temples  crown'd.  Dryden. 

'  What  need  then  had  fhe  to  bear  three  Moons  on  her 

*  Forehead  ?' 

Tar<voque  A\cm&n?L  fuperhit 

Hercule,  tergemind  Crinem  circumdata  Lund  -f, 

W^ith  little  Hercules  Alcmcna  fwells, 

Her  Head  encompals'd  with  a  Triple  Moon. 

Several  Interpreters  will  have  it,  that  thefe  three  Moons 
were  the  Signals  of  the  three  Nights  that  Jupiter  fpent 
with  her.  Bayle'j  Hiji.  and  Critic.  Diii,  in  the  Article 
of  Amphitryon. 

*   Vxrg.  ^^neid.  lib.  vi.  v.  185. 

+  .Sm*.  Thebaid,  lib^  vi,  v,  z88. 

^  be 
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be  the  Bye -blow  of  feme  Augiiflin  or  Cordelier 
Friar,  as  a  Theban  was  to  be  defceiidcd  from  a  Pagan 
Deity. 

Befides  the  Liberty  which  the  Monks  are  indulg'd 
in,  to  go  and  converfe  with  the  V/omen,  and  the 
Refpedi  which  the  Huibands  bear  to  them,  the  Ex- 
pedients which  they  make  ufe  of  to  conceal  their 
Intrigues,  their  Knavery,  and  their  Hypocrify,  arc 
of  very  great  Service  to  them.  There's  not  a 
bad  Step  they  take  in  Gallantry,  but  they  bring 
themfclves  cleverly  off;  for  they  fo  well  know  how 
to  difguife  their  Actions,  that  many  People  are 
perfuadcd  they  are  as  chaile  as  Ori-gen  \  tho*  the  fame 
Reafon  does  not  reftrain  them. 

I  was  told  a  Story  of  a  Carjnelitt^  which  I  thought 
a  very  merry  one.  This  Friar  had  an  Amour  at  Se^ 
inlk^  with  a  very  pretty  young  Woman,  whofe 
Hufband  being  gone  on  a  Journey,  the  Reverend 
Father  Director  did  not  fail  to  pay  a  Vifit  to  the 
Fair  one  every  Mornin?^  The  Exiiortationshe  eave 
her  were  much  more  asireeabie  to  the  Laws  of  Lo\'e 
than  to  thofe  of  Hymen  ;  and  that  he  might  be  the 
better  underftood  by  his  Patient,  he  lay  in  the  fame 
Bed  with  her  ;  where  he  commonly  pafs'd,  at  leall, 
two  or  three  Hours  at  a  time. 

But  one  Day  as  he  was  ufing  this  Freedom  with 
his  Miftrefs,  whofhould  come  in  but  the  Hufband  ! 
The  Carmelite  was  fo  furpris'd,  that  he  had  but  juft 
time  to  put  on  his  Gown,  and  left  liis  Breeches.  The 
Hufband  happen'd  not  to  be  of  the  Temper  of  thofe 
who  think  Monkifh  Cuckoldom  an  effe^lual  IVIeans 
for  the  RemifTion  of  Sins.  While  the  Monk  was 
thus  hurrying  on  his  Habit,  the  Man  perceived  the 
Breeches  ;  and  fnatching  in  a  Rage  at  the  dumb, 
but  convincing  Teflimonials,  he  fhut  them  up  in  a 
Ciiefl,  and  ran  to  the  Convent,  to  carry  his  Com- 
plaint to  his  Superior  ;  '  I  will  this  I\liaute,  y?//W  he 

M  2  '-to 
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*  to  him^  go  and  fhevv  Father  Sebajiiano^s  Breeches  to 
'  the  whole  Citv,  if  you  don't  make  me  proper  and 
*"  fpeedy  SatlsfacSlion.  I  promife  you  I  WxW^faid the  Su- 
'  pcrior  to  him^  very  gravely  \  but  it  is  neceflary  that 
'  I  fhould   fpeak  firft  to  the  Father  of  whom  you 

*  complam  J  for  I  can't  condemn  him  unheard  ;  'tis 
'  butKquity  that  I  fhould  hear  both  Parties  :  There- 
'  fore  go  your  Ways  home  ;  and  if  you  have  Juftice 

*  on  your  fide,  you  fhall  have  Satisfa<5lion.' 

The  Spaniard  had  no  fooner  left  the  Superior,  but 
Father  Sehajliano  return'd  to  the  Convent.  It  was 
to  no  Purpofe  for  him  to  deny  the  Fa6l  ;  for  the 
Lofs  of  his  Breeches  was  an  evident  Token  of  his 
Crime.  The  Superior  a  crafty  Man,  perceiving  the 
Danger  of  leaving  fuch  convincing  Proofs  of  the 
Incontinency  of  one  of  his  Friars  in  the  Hands  of 
the  jealous  Spaniard^  refolv'd  to  have  the  fatal 
Breeches  again  forthwith.  Don't  he  fo  lecherous  for 
the  future^  faid  he  to  Father  Seba/iiano^  nor  fo  de- 
licate^ as  to  put  yourfelf  in  a  Fair  of  Sheets,  ^Tis 
univorthy  of  a  Carmelite  to  have  recourfe  to  fuch 
lideans. 

After  he  had  ended  this  fhort  Remonftrance,  he 
order'd  the  whole  Convent  to  march  in  Proceflion, 
to  the  Hufband's  Houfe.  They  obey'd,  and  follow *d 
himfmging  their  Litanies.  The  Spaniard^  very  much 
furpriz'd  at  the  Arrival  of  all  thofe  reverend  Fathers, 
could  not  conceive  what  was  the  Meaning  of  fo 
much  Ceremony  ;  but  it  was  not  long  before  he 
was  acquainted  with  it.  We  are  come^  faid  the  Su- 
perior to  him,  to  let  you  fee  your  Miflake^  and  to 
fetch  one  of  the  rnofi  precious  Relics  of  our  Convent^ 
tvhich  Father  Sebaftiano  took  from  the  Sacrijly^  or 
Veftry,  without  my  Order. 

The  Spaniard  did  not  underfland  one  Word  of' 
what  was  faid  to  him  ;    nor  could  he  guefs  what 
Relic  they  meant.     His  PaiTion  had  prevented  him 

from  * 
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from  feeing  his  Wife  fince  he  returned  from  the 
Convent  ;  and  he  was  very  far  from  fufpe^Sting  what 
a    Trick  they    were  going  to   play    him.     '  The 

*  Breeches,  continued  the  Superior,  which  you  have 

*  fhut  up  in  your  Clieft,  and  which  are  the  Caufe 

*  of  your  Miftake,  are  the  fame  that  were  worn 
'  by    the  blefied  St.  Raymond  de  Penafort.     f'athcr 

*  Sehafliano  only  brought  them  from  the  Convent, 

*  that  your    Wife  might  falute  them  :   For  of  all 

*  Relics,  'tis  the  greatefl  Specific  for  Women  that 
'  pray  to  Heaven  for  Children.'  At  thefe  Words 
the  Spaniard^  out  of  his  Refpc£l  for  the  facred 
Breeches,  or  rather  out  of  Madnefs,  to  find  him- 
fclf  impofed  upon  without  daring  to  complain,  or 
to  take  Satisfadlion,  proflrated  himfelf  before  the 
Relic,  and  cry'd  out  with  a  loud  Voice  ;  '  O  holy 
'  Breeches  !  from  which  we  have  all  the  Rcafon  that 
'  can  be  to  expe6l  a  Poftcrity  as  numerous  as  the 
'  Stars  in  the  Firmament,  or  as  the  Sand  of  the  Sea  ; 
'  forgive  my  Blindnefs,  and  take  Pity  of  my  Igno- 
'  ranee  !   I  did  n®t  know  that  thou  who  hadd  here 

*  tofore  provided  for  the  Infirmities  of  a  great  Saint, 

*  didft  vouchfafe  at  this  time  fo  graciouHy  to  fup- 
'  ply  the  prefling  Demands  of  our  A\  ives.     May  all 

*  the  Wives  of  this  City  immediately  experience  thy 
'  powerful  AfTiflance  as  efrcclually  as  mine  has.' 

The  Superior,  charm'd  with  a  Flomage  and  Prayer 
which  gave  fo  much  Credit  to  his  Brethren,  and 
with  the  blefied  Succefs  of  his  Monkifli  Stratagem, 
carry'd  back  St.  Raymond's  Breeches  in  Triumph  to 
his  Convent  :  And  the  fuperititious  Spaniards^  fullv 
convinc'd  of  their  wonderful  Efficacy,  have  ever 
fmce  paid  particular  Devotion  to  them*. 

*  I  have  been  affur'd,  that  fiich  an  Adventure  hap- 
pened once  in  France,  only  it  concern'd  a  Jefuit  ;  and  his 
Breeches  were  canonized  by  the  Name  of  St.  Anthony. 

M  3  There 
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There  are  few  Cafes,  dear  Monceca^  wherein  the 
Nazarene  Monks  don't  make  Religion  a  Cloak  to 
cover  their  Irregularities.  Not  that  they  trouble 
their  Heads  about  falving  Appearances,  or  avoiding 
Scandal.  The  Fear  of  forfeiting  the  good  Opinion 
which  the  Hufbands  have  conceiv'd  of  them,  is  the 
only  thing  that  puts  them  under  a  Conftraint.  They 
conceal  the  Wickednefs  they  commit,  not  becaufe 
they  are  afham'd  of  it,  but  that  they  may  commit 
k  with  the  more  Eafe  :  And  it  muft  be  confefs'd, 
that  nobody  excels  them  in  the  Art  of  DiiTimula- 
tion. 

A  famous  Italian  Preacher  *  made  excellent  Ser- 
mons at  Ro7ne  ;  but  when  he  came  down  from  the 
Pulpit,  his  Practice  was  to  go  and  divert  himfelf 
w^ith  the  kind  LafTes.  Nobody  would  have  thought 
cf  correcting  him  for  his  Intemperance,  if  he  had 
not  had  a  Number  of  very  formidable  Enemies,  who 
were  refolv'd  to  be  reveng'd  on  him  for  certain  bold 
Invectives  with  which  he  lafh'd  them  in  his  public 
Difcourfes.  One  Day  as  he  was  preaching  at  St.yo/m 
de  Later  an  s^  '  My  dea-r  Brethi'en,  faid  he^  I  have 
'  no  Notion  of  thofe  Men  who  boaft  themfelves 
^  to  be  of  the  Society  of  "Jefm.  When  he  was  born, 
'•  he  had  no  other  Companions  but  an  Ox  and  an 
'  Afs.  He  fpent  his  Life  with  Scribes  and  Pharifees, 
*•  whom  he  could  never  convert  ;  and  at  laft  he  dv'd 
^  between  two  Thieves.  Therefore,  dear  Brethren, 
'  for  God's  fake,  tell  me,  PVom  vv^hich  of  thefe  three 
'  ClafTes  are  thofe  deriv''d,  that  call,  themfelves  T^ha 
'   Societyofjefusfr 

So 

*  Tontana  Rofa.  He  was  a  Do^mmcajty  and  a  great- 
Enemy  of  the  Jefuits. 

f  Fnitelli  cariffinii,  non  fo,  dilTe,  chi  fiano  coftero, 
eke  fi  pregiano  di  efler  i  Compagni  di  Giesii.  AU'ora  che 

nacque,. 
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So  fevere  a  Jeft  as  this  was,  turn'd  the  Haired  of 
the  Jefuits  upon  the  Preacher  :  They  fvvore  they 
would  be  even  with  him  ;  and  having  Intelligence 
that,  every  now  and  then  he  frequented  certain 
Houfes,  where  'twas  impolTible  for  him  to  compofc 
his  Sermons  ;  they  obtainM  an  order  from  the  Go- 
vernor of  Ro?ne  to  the  Barigel  to  arreft  the  Preacher, 
and  to  carry  him  to  Prifon,  when  he  caught  him 
with  his  Whores. 

The  Jefuits  kept  a  ftri(El  Watch  upon  him  ;  and 
no  fooner  was  their  Enemy  gone  out  upon  the  Rake, 
tlian  they  inform'd  tlie  Barigel'of  it  ;  wjio  cntcrM  the 
Houfe,  and  knock'd  at  the  Chamber-door  :  But  the 
Reverend  Father,  inftead  of  opening  it,  began  to 
talk  aloud,  as  if  he  did  not  hear  or  mind  who  was 
at  the  Door.  The  Barigel,  tir'd  with  waiting,  burft 
open  the  Door  v/ith  his  Foot,  and  enter'd  thcCliani- 
ber  with  his  Archers.  But  how  was  lie  Turpi  isM  ! 
For  he  found  the  IMonk  with  a  Chaplet  in  hi'^ 
Hand,  at  the  End  of  which  there  hun^  above  two 
hundred  Medals,  and  the  Prieftefs  o{  Venus  kneel- 
ing at  his  Feet,  modeflly  attending  to  a  Sermon  that 
was  preaching  to  her  by  the  fly  Monk,  and  faying 
to  him,  with  a  Flood  of  Tears  j  Indeed,  Father^  V 
willy  for  the  time  to  ccme^  reform  ?m  Courfe  of  Life  ; 
and  nothing  pall  engage  7?ie  to  continue  a  Behaviour 
zuhich  I  confefs  to  he  fo  bad. 

The  Bario;cl  and  his  Archers,  not  a  whit  lefs  (v.- 
perftitious  than  all  the  Italians  are,  cry'd  out ;  Is  i: 
not  a  Shame  that  good  Men  Jhould  be  accused  in  ihii 

nacque,  non  hebbe  altri  Compagni  che  un  Bue  ed  un 
Afmo.  PafTo  la  Vita  tra  Farifei  e  Scribi,  i  quali  mai  vol- 
lero  convertirfi.  Mori  alia  fine  in  mezzo  a  due  Ladri. 
Dite-mi,  di  grazia,  Fratelli  cari,  laCompagnia  di  Giesur 
d'oggidi  da  quel  di  quelle  tre  Compagoie  deriva*?  Sig, 
Cant,  dc  ^om.  Tom.  I.   p.  130. 

M  4  manner  f 
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ftwnner  f  The  Monk  perceiving  that  now  was  the 
Time  to  play  his  Enemies  that  Trick  which  they 
intended  to  put  upon  him,  did  not  think  it  enough 
to  have  held  forth  to  his  Miftrefs,  but  he  gave  fo 
pathetic  an  Exhortation  to  the  Barigel,  that  inflead 
of  thinking  how  he  {hould  put  the  Orders  which  he 
had  received  in  Execution,  he  went  and  acquainted 
the  Governor  of  Rome  with  the  holy  and  pious 
A6}ions  of  which  he  had  juft  been  an  Eye-witnefs. 
The  Jefuits  were  mortify'd  and  afham'd,  and  the 
Preacher  was  more  followed  than  ever.  He  was 
permitted  to  convert  as  many  Whores  as  he  thought 
fit,  to  clofet  himfelf  with  them,  iete  a  iete^  in  or- 
der to  talk  to  them  with  the  more  Freedom,  and 
even  to  flrip  ofF  his  Habit,  if  he  pleas'd,  or  if 
he  thought  it  might  conduce  to  the  Multipli- 
cation of  his  Converts.  The  Jefuits  complained  of 
the  Privileges  granted  to  their  Enemy  j  but  all  the 
Anfwer  they  had,  was.  That  it  was  no  more  than 
what  was  taught  by  the  Spanijh  Divines  ;  and  that 
their  Fathers,  Efcobar^  Sanches^  Suarezy  and  many 
others,  had  often  decided  thofe  Points  *. 

I  know  not,  dear  Monceca^  what  thou  wilt  think 
of  this  Stratagem  of  the  Italian  Preacher  :  But  in 
this  Country  there  happen  every  Day  fifty  Scenes  fti  11 
niore  comical  ;  and  the  Italian  Monks  are  Saints, 
compared  with  the  Spaniards. 

Neverthelefs,  whatever  Conveniency  a  Woman 
finds  in  an  Intrigue  with  aMonk,and  be  the  Friars  ever 
fo  much  in  Vogue  here  ;  yet  a  certain  Inflin^t,  born 
with  the  Fair  Sex,  is  the  Reafon  that  they  are  never 

*  See  the  Provincial  Letters,  p.  loi.  Alfo  the  Pa- 
rallel of  the  Do6trine  of  the  Pagans  and  the  Jefuits  : 
Tranflated  into  Englijh,  and  dedicated  to  the  Right  Re- 
verend Father  in  God  Dr.  Benjamin  Hoadleyy  now  Lord 
Bifhop  of  Winchejler^ 

admitted 
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admitted  but  when  a  Woman  is  at  a  Lofs  where  to 
find  a  Gentleman  for  her  Gallant.  When  this  is 
the  Cafe,  fhe  throws  herfelf  into  the  Arms  of  the 
Friars  ;  and  this  is  commonly  owing  to  nothing  but 
the  Conftraint  fhe  is  put  under. 

The  Ceremony  of  making  Love  by  Monks  and 
by  Gentlemen,  is  very  different.  The  former  en- 
ter Houfes,  and  often  turn  the  Hufbands  out.  The 
Gentlemen,  on  the  contrary,  dance  Attendance  in 
the  Street,  playing  upon  theGuittar  under  their  Mi- 
ffreffcs  Windows.  Of  the  latter  I  will  give  ihce  a 
fuller  Account  another  time. 

Farewell,  dcsiv  Jaron ;  and  blefs  thy  Stars  that 
thou  art  in  a  Country  where  there  arc  no  Monk^, 
and  no  Inquifition. 


LETTER     CXII. 

From  Aaron  Monceca,<^/  Amfterdam, 
to  Isaac  Onis,  a  Caralie^  in  Egypt, 
who  was  formerly  a  Rabbi  at  Con  (tan  ti- 
nople. 

'T^HE  prefent  State  of  the  tsazarene  Reliirion 
■■•  often  m:.kes  mc  think,  dear  IJaac^  wiiat  it 
will  come  to  4  or  500  Years  hence,  it  being  cer- 
tain, that  in  io  long  a  Courfe  of  Time  fome  great 
Revolution  muft  happen,  which  will  intirely  change 
the  Face  of  it. 

Nazarenifrn  may  be  lookVi  upon  at  prefent  as  a 
Pvcpublic,  diftradted  by  tv/o  ditterent  P'acSiions, 
whicli  can  never  be  at  Peace  with  one  another  j  for 

M  5  ihc 
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the  one  or  the  other  muft  neceffarily  get  the  upper 
Hand,  and  fupprcfs  its  Rival.  The  Rc?nan  Pon- 
tiff's Friends,  and  their  Adverfaries,  labour  with 
the  fame  Pailion  to  accomplifh  their  Defigns  \  and 
'tis  impoffible  but  fome  favourable  Conjuncture 
and  Opportunity  will  happen,  which  the  one  of 
the  tv/o  Parties  will  improve  to  the  Ruin  of  the 
ether. 

When  one  confiders  with  what  Rapidity  the  Re- 
formed  extended  their  Power  at  the  Beginning  of 
die  Separation  of  the  Nazarenes^  and  what  a  Num- 
ber of  Kingdoms  and  Provinces  have  embrac'd  the 
Sentiments  of  the  Proteftant  Do61:ors,one  would  be 
ready  to  think,  that  by  little  and  little  they  would  be- 
come abfolute  Malters.  But  if  we  caft  our  Eyes  upon 
the  Events  that  have  happen'd  in  Europe  for  this 
Ihundred  Years  paft,   one  knows  not  what  to  think. 
The  more  one  fecks  to  attain  to  a  Certainty  in  thefe 
Matters,  the  more  uncertain  we  are,  and  Reflections 
only  ferve  to  breed  new  Doubts.     Many  good  and 
bad  Turns  of  Succefs  have  happen'd,  alternately,  to 
the  Proteftants  and  Papifts.    In  the  Beginning  of  the 
Ijii  Century  near  one  half  of  France  was  Proteftant : 
And  now.  Calvmf?n  is   intirely   banifh'd    fr^m  it, 
which  is  a  confiderable  Gain  to  the  Partifam  of  the 
Pontiff ;  but  what  they  have  got  on.  their  own  Side 
©f  the  Water  they   have   loft  beyond    Sea.     The 
Englijh  have  intirely  banifh'd  Popery,  and  willfhort- 
ly  lupprefs  it  in  the  two  Kingdoms  that  are  fubjeCt 
to  them  *.     'Tis  my  Opinion  that  the  Injury  thQ 
two  Parties  have  done  to  one  another  is  pretty  equals 
tiio'  the  Advantage  does  not  appear  fo  equal  in  GV- 
manyy  where  the  Proteftants  feem  to  have  met  v/ith  a 
eonfiderable  Shock,  the  Confequences  of  which  may 
ire  very  pernicious  to  them,  by  the  Saxon  EleClors 

*  Scotland  dXi^  Jrde^id^ 

change 


Let.  112.  The  Jewish  Spy.  25-1 

changing  their  Religion,  and  their  returning  to  the 
RomiJ}:)  Communion.  They  have  introduc'd  the 
Sentiments  of  the  Papifts  into  their  Government 
and  their  Court.  They  have,  as  one  may  fay,  laid 
the  Axe  to  the  Root  of  the  Tree,  and  it  mufi:  fall. 
For,  in  fine,  dear  7/W,  'tis  a  Fa6t  which  has  been 
demonftrably  prov'd  true  by  Experience,  that  when 
a  Succeflion  of  Sovereigns  continue  in  the  Profef- 
fion  of  the  fame  Religion,  all  their  Subje^Tts,  fooner 
or  later,  embrace  its  Opinions.  In  Svvedeti  and  ia 
Dsnjnark^  v/here  the  Kings  have  cxercifed  the  Pro- 
teftant  Religion  v/ithout  Interruption,  there  are 
fcarce  any  Catholics  now  to  be  found  ;  and  there 
would  have  been  as  few  of  them  in  England^  if^ 
after  the  Reign  of  Qi^ieen  E'lzabcth,  there  had 
been  no  Popifli  Prince  on  the  TJirone,  But  ya?nes 
the  Firft,  and  his  Son,  rekindled  a  P^ire  that  was 
ready  to  go  out. 

If  Lewis  Xlir.  and  Lewis  XIV.  had  been  as 
zealous  to  deftroy  Poperv,  as  tb.ey  were  to  ruin  th.c 
Proteftant  Religion,  the  Number  of  the  Reformed 
in  France^  would  have  been  m-ich  greater  than  th..t 
of  the  Catholics,  and' perhaps  tlierc  would  not  have 
been  a  fingle  Nobleman  remaining  at  Court  in  the 
Litereft  of  the  fovereign  Pontiff.  'Tis  impoffble 
but,  in  the  Courfe  of  four  Generations,  there  will 
arife,  in  all  Families,  fome  Head  or  other  of  it,  th.it 
will  facrifice  the  Faith  cf  his  Anceftors  to  his  Am- 
bition. If  the  Grandfather  does  not  change,  the  Fa- 
ther does  ;  if  not  the  FatiiCr,  the  Son  does,  or  the 
Son's  Succellor.  'Tis  undoubtedly  a  very  great 
Compiaifance  to  Mankind  to  think  that  there  isonly 
onex)ill  of  four  that  is  capable  cf  committing  Folly, 
for  the  fake  of  procuring  them  great  ^Vealth  an<l 
Honours.  All  the  Philofophers  own  that  Men  aic 
in  general  more  prone  to  Vice  than  Virtue.  Butfikj")- 
pofmg  them  to  be  much  more  firm  and  liable  th^a 

IvI  6  they 
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they  are,  It  will  alvrays  follow,  that  in  the  Courfe 
of  four  Generations  there  muft  be  fome  Chief  or 
Head  in  every  Family,  that  will  adl  folely  from  the 
Views  of  Ambition  and  Policy.     '  My  Prince,  he 

*  will  fay^  believes  in  the  Virtue  of  Indulgences. 

*  And  after  all  is  faid  and  done,  where  is  the  Harm 

*  if  I  approve  of  the  Ufe  of  thofe  Indulgences  ?  I 

*  muft  be  a  very  ftupid  Fool  not  to  be  of  the  Rc- 

*  ligion  of  the  Sovereign,  becaufe  that's  the  Road  to 

*  a  Fortune.     Shall  1   be  very  happy,  if,    by  con- 

*  tinuing  a  Proteftant,  I  have  the  Satisfaction  to 
'  condemn  Fooleries^  which,  if  I  do,  will  be  ne- 
'  verthelefs  approved  ?  Is  it  not  better  that  I  fhould 
'  cunningly  make  ufe  of  thofe  Fooleries  to  attain  to 
'  my  own  Ends  ?   Henry  IV,  who  was  born  to  v/ear 

*  a  Crown,  faid,  J  Kingdom  was  worth  a  Mafs  at 

*  any  time.     As  for  my  Part,  I,  who  am  only  born 

*  to  attain  to  the  Honours  fet  apart  for  Nobility,  do 

*  affirm,  that  a  Regiment  is  worth  all  the  fpiritual 

*  Tid-bits  of  the  Romijh  Faith,  whether  by  Whole- 
<  fale  or  Retail.' 

A  Duke  and  a  Peer  is  as  cafy  to  be  tempted  as  a 
private  Gentleman.  There  needs  nothing  more  than 
to  flatter  him  with  the  Hopes  of  obtaining  a  Place 
that  may  give  frefh  Luftre  to  his  Rank.  How  few 
Courtiers  would  there  be  at  Verfailles^  whofe  Faith 
could  be  fteddy  againft  the  ProfpecSt  of  the  Staff  of 
a  Marfhal  of  France  ? 

In  or-der  to  be  fully  convinced,  that  the  Religion 
of  a  Prince,  fooner  or  later,  abforbs  all  others,  one 
need  only  confider  how  many  illuftrious  Families 
that  profels'd  Proteftantifm  in  France.^  in  the  Reign 
of  Henry  IV.  as  the  Rohans^  the  Bouillons,  the  la 
Forces^  the  Gondrins,  and  feveral  others,  are  fince 
lelaps'd  into  the  Catholic  Religion.  Is  this  Change 
owing  to  the  Power  of  Grace  ?  A  Janfeniji  Par- 
fon  may  be  prejudic'd  enough  to  believe  To  ',  but  a 

Jefuit 
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Jefidt  will  reafon  upon  it  more  juftly.  He  will^ 
by  Word  of  Mouth,  indeed,  afcribe  to  Heaven 
what  his  Heart  tells  him  is  owing  to  Policy.  He 
too  well  knows  the  fecret  Springs  of  Politics,  to  be 
imposM  upon  by  the  fudden  Converfions  that  were 
made  at  Court,  in  the  Reigns  of  Lewis  XIII.  and 
Lewis  XIV. 

The  Proteftants,  dear  Ifaac^  are  as  ambitious 
as  the  Papifts,  and  by  Confequence  as  fubje6t  to 
change,  for  the  fake  of  feeding  their  Vanity.  As 
in  France  there  is  no  Proteftant  Family  of  Diftinc- 
tion  remaining,  fo  neither  in  Sweden  nor  in  Deyi- 
mark  is  there  any  to  be  found  that  is  Catholic. 
The  Religion  ©f  the  Sovereign  has  operated  equally 
in  thefe  different  Kingdoms,  and  it  will  every 
where  produce  the  fame  Effect. 

The  Proteftants  cannot  but  look  upon  the  Elc6lion 
of  Augiifius  to  the  Kingdom  of  Poland  as  a  fatal 
Stroke,  becaufe  it  has  introduced  Opinions  into 
that  Prince's  Territories,  which,  fooner  or  later, 
will  acquire  the  fame  Credit  there  as  in  other  Ca- 
tholic Countries.  'Tis  almoft  impoflible  but  fome 
Day  or  other  an  Elector  of  Saxony  will  arife  {o 
zealous  for  Religion,  that  he  will  endeavour  to  give 
the  finifliing  Blow  to  the  Proteftant  Faith.  I  con- 
fider  the  Prince  that  now  reigns  in  Saxony^  in 
the  fame  Light  as  Henry  IV,  with  regard  to  Reli- 
gion ;  and  his  Son,  perhaps,  will  refemble  Lewis 
XIII,  and  his  Grandfon  Lewis  XIV,  which  if  they 
(hould,  what  will  become  of  the  Reformed  Reli- 
gion ?  Before  the  fourth  Generation,  it  will  have 
fuffer'd  the  fame  Fate  in  this  Part  of  Germany  as  it 
hath  met  with  in  the  Palatinate^  and  in  the  Bifhop- 
ric  of  Spire. 

By  the  feveral  LofTes  which  the  Proteftants  have 
fuftain'd  for  fome  time  in  Germany,  and  which  I 
don't  find  counter balanc'd  by  any  unfortunate  Ac- 
cident 
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cident  which  has  happen'd  to  the  Papifts,  it  feems, 
dear  Ifaac^  as  if  the  latter  may,  by  Degrees,  get- the 
Upperhand,  and  regain  the  whole,  or  at  leaft  a  great 
part  of  all  that  they  have  loft.  They  once  had  in 
their  Power  a  very  ufeful  and  a  very  certain  Method 
to  attain  to  it ;  but  State-policy,  and  the  Intereft  of 
the  Princes,  did  not  permit  them  to  put  it  in  Practice. 
If  the  Court  of  Vienna  had  but  chofe  a  Hufband  for 
the  eldeft  Archduchefs,  out  of  the  Proteftant  Princes, 
there  is  not  one  of  'em  but  what  would  have  faid. 
That  the  Khigdcms  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  and 
the  Dominiom  ^/^  Auitria  and  Silefia,  were  worth  all 
the  high  Majps-  that  ever  w&re^  or  ever  will  be  fun g, 
Suppofe  now,  dear  Ifaac^  that  the  Prince  Royal  of 
Pruffia  had  but  been  in  PofTeflion  of  what  the  Duke 
of  Lorrain  has  obtain'd,  the  Catholic  Religion 
would  have  been  rellor'd  in  Prnjfta  and  in  Bran- 
denhourg^  where  it  would  have  become  the  Religion 
of  the  State,  the  Path  to  Honours,  and  by  Con- 
fequence,  the  Religion,  which  would  have  b?en 
quickly  embraced  by  the  Courtiers,  by  all  Psifons 
of  Ambition,  and,  befoie  the  fourth  Generation, 
by  every  Family  of  Diftin£liorL, 

While  I  am  writing  to  thee,  dear  Monceca^  a  very 
odd  Thought  is  come  into  my  Head.  If  the  Papifts 
knew  how  to  make  a  cunning  Ufe  of  their  Advan- 
tages, with  only  the  Kingdom  of  Poland  they  might, 
in  lefs  than  200  Years,  render  all  the  Courts  in  Ger- 
many fubmiffive  to  the  Orders  of  the  Ro?nan  Pontiff. 
They  need  do  no  more  for  this  Purpofe  than  to  ren- 
der that  Elective  State  the  Inheritance  of  fome  Pro- 
teftant Prince  that  fhould  turn  Catholic.  After 
having  gain'd  Saxony\  the  Crown  (hould  be  offer 'd 
to  the  King  of  Denmark  5  and  when  he  is  dead, 
they  fhould  eledl  the  King  of  Sweden.  Thus,  in 
$he  Space  of  a  couple  of  Centuries,  it  would  appear, 
that  Pokiid  would  be  worth,  in  Church  Coin,  fcv-ei> 

or 
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or  eigHt  times  more  than  France  is  worth  ;  Henry 
IV.  having  rated  his  Kingdom  at  no  higher  Value 
than  a  fmgle  Mafs. 

'Tis  certain,  that  in  the  Elections  of  the  Empire^ 
and  of  Poland,  the  Papifts  have  too  great  Oppor- 
tunities to  aggrandize  themfelves,  which,  fooner  or 
later,  they  will  make  ufe  of  to  Advantage.  They 
have  already  found  the  Benefit  of  the  firft.  Why 
ihould  they  not  hereafter  make  ufe  of  the  fecond  ? 
What  does  not  happen  in  two  Centuries,  may  come 
about  in  three.  Fifty  Years  ago  it  would  have  been 
taken  as  a  wild  Prophecy,  if  a  Man  fhould  have 
afTerted  that  Saxony  would  be  fooa  governed  by  a 
Catholic  Prince,  and  Poland  by  an  Elector,  who 
was  but  a  little  while  before  a  Proteflant.  In  our 
Days  we  have  feen  all  thefe  Events.  We  actually 
look  upon  it  as  an  improbable  thing,  to  fuppofe 
that  a  King  of  Prujfia  will  be  a  Papift  and  an  Em- 
peror;  but  our  Great-Grandchildren  will  not  per- 
haps be  furpriz'd  at  it. 

The  Reformed  have  not  the  fame  Advantages  as 
their  Adverfaries.  They  have  not  one  Elective 
Kingdom  among  them  ;  nor  can  they  hope  to  brinq; 
any  Sovereign  into  their  Party  by  the  View  of  pof- 
fefling  a  fecond  Crown.  All  they  can  do  is  to 
fecure  to  themfelves  the  peaceable  Pofieflion  of 
certain  Dominions,  which  can  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  Eledtions  of  Sovereigns.  Holland,  the 
Swifs  Cantons,  the  Imperial  Proteftant  Cities,  will 
never  be  in  the  Circumftance  of  Kingdoms  go- 
vernM  by  Princes.  But  what's  fo  fmall  a  Tra(5t  of 
Country  compar'd  to  that  which,  is  pofTefs'd  by  fo 
many  Proteflant  Kings,  who  may  be  tempted,  by 
the  Offer  of  a  Crown,  to  embrace  the  Catholic 
Religion? 

All  thefe  Reafons  convince  me,  dear  Ifaac,  that 
HOtwithftanding  the  amazir>^  Progrefs  which   the 
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Proteftant  Religion  made  in  its  Beginning,  it  may 
hereafter,  by  Degrees,  lofe  all  its  Advantages,  and 
be  reduced  to  a  very  low  Ebb,  The  Detriment 
which  it  has  fuffer'd  in  France  and  Germany^  feems 
to  me  to  be  greater  than  that  which  has  been  done 
to  Popery  in  England,  The  Change  of  the  Reli- 
gion of  the  Electors  of  Saxony  turns  the  Scale  on 
the  Side  of  the  Catholics  ;  and  I  don't  fee  how 
their  Adverfaries  can  repair  this  Shock.  'Tis 
true  that  they  are  ftill  very  powerful  ;  but  in 
fhort,  there  are  certain  Conjunctures,  when  all  the 
Power  of  Men  is  of  no  Avail,  If  it  ftiould  but 
happen  that  one  Sovereign  in  the  North  fhould 
change  his  Religion,  the  Affairs  of  the  Proteftant 
Religion  in  Germany  would  be  in  a  very  bad  State. 
Perhaps  this  may  not  happen  ;  I  grant  it.  In  this 
Cafe,  the  Reformed  would  flill  be  in  a  Condition 
to  make  Head  againft  their  Enemies.  Perhaps,  on 
the  other  Hand,  there  may  be  fuch  a  Change  ;  the 
Confequence  of  which  would  be,  that  the  Papifts . 
will  intirely  gain  the  Afcendant. 

I  think,  therefore,  dear  Ifaac^  that  I  may  well 
obferve  to  thee,  that  Reflections  on  what  may  be 
the  State  of  the  Nazarene  Religion,  in  three  or 
four  Centuries,  are  only  produchvc  of  Doubts. 
'Tis  Time  alone  that  muft  clear  up  fo  impene- 
trable a  Myftery.  Who  knows  whether,  two  hun- 
dred Years  hence,  France^  inftcad  of  thinking  how 
to  prote6t  the  Roman  Pontiff,  will  not  oppofe 
him,  and  entertain  Opinions  different  from  thofe 
of  the  Papifts,  and  thofe  of  the  Reformed  too? 
Who  can  foretel  whether  fome  new  Opinion  may 
not  be  in  Vogue  ?  The  Difputes  that  arife  every 
Day  among  the  Popifh  Divines  are  of  the  fame 
Service  to  the  Proteftant,  as  the  Ambition  of  ob- 
taining an  Elective  Kingdom  is  to  the  Catholic 
Religicn.     Nature  has  not  forgot  how  ihe  form'd 
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the  Brains  of  the  firft  Reformers.  She  has  nothing 
to  do  but  at  certain  Conjun(Slures  to  produce  fo 
great  a  Genius  in  Frame  as  Calvin's  was,  who 
would  do  more  Damage  to  Popery  than  the  Con- 
verfion  of  two  Proteftant  Princes  could  repair. 
Farewell,  dear  Jfaac,  and  live  content  and  happy. 


LETTER     CXIIL 

Fro7n  Isaac  Onis,  a  Car  alt  e^  formerly  a 
Rabbi  at  Conftantinople,  now  at  Cairo, 
to  Aaron    Monceca,    at  Amfterdam. 

'Tp  HIS,  dear  Monceca^  is  in  Anfwer  to  thy  Letter, 
''■  on  the -Uncertainty  of  the  future  State  of  Na- 
%arenifm,  'Tis  highly  probable  that  before  two 
Centuries  are  run  out,  very  confiderable  Changes 
will  happen  in  the  Se(^s  of  that  Religion  ;  but  'tis 
my  Opinion  that  Popery  has  more  Reafon  to  ap- 
prehend feme  dangerous  Revolution  than  Proteft- 
antifm.  Thou  feem'ft  to  me  to  think  the  contrary; 
but,  if  thou  doft  advert  to  my  Reafons,  I  fanfy 
thou  wilt  alter  thy  Opinion,  and  plainly  fee,  that 
the  Credit  of  the  Roman  Pontiffs  has  not  gain'd 
Ground  in  Europe  fox'-  this  hundred  Years  paft ; 
but  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  has  funk  confiderably ; 
and  that  the  Court  of  Rome  has  lefs  Power  now, 
than  it  had  a  little  after  the  Reformation. 

The  Exile  of  the  French  Proteftants  is  not  an 
Equivalent  for  the  total  Deftruftion  of  the  Catho- 
lics m  England.     The  Kings  of  France  never  were 
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Proteftants ;  therefore,  according  to  thy  own  Prin- 
ciples, thou  wilt  con fefs  to  me,  that  Proteftantifm  in 
their  Government  could  not  be  confiderM  as  a  Reh- 
gion  that  was  like  to  make  any  great  Progrefs  there 
in  future  Times,  fmce  that  of  the  Prince  muft  at  the 
Jong  Run  abforb  and  deftroy  all  the  others.     The 
Reformed,    after    the  Death  of  Henry  IV.  might 
well  have  forefeen  what  they  were  to  expcc):.    Was 
it  poilible  they  could  hold  out  long  againft  Enemies 
th^t  were  fupported  by  the   Credit  and  Power  of 
the   Sovereign  ?    The    Englijh    Catholics,    on    the 
contrary,  had  all  the  Roafon  in  the  World  to  hope 
for  happy  Times.     After  the  Reigns  of  feveral  Pro- 
teftant  Princes  a  Popifh    Prince  was  plac'd  upon 
the  Throne,   which  was   fuch  a  Mafter-piece   of 
State  Policy  in  their  Favour,  that  what  might  not 
they  have  hop'd  for  in  Procefs  of  Time?  But  Mat- 
ters took  a  fudden  Turn  ;  for  the  Prince  on  whom 
they  founded  their  Hopes  was  oblig'd  to  abandon  his 
Kingdom,  and  his  Subje£ls  gave  a  San6lion  to  his 
Exile,  by  an  authentic  A(Sl,  by  which  all  Princes 
that  adher'd  to  the  Faith  of  the  Roman  Pontiff,  were 
for   ever  excluded   from   the  Crown  of  England, 
Confider,    dear   Monceca^    how  much  Popery  has 
fuffer'd  more  than   Proteftantifm  in  thefe  different 
Revolutions.     The  Reformed  were  banifh'd  out  of 
a  Country  v/here   the  Prince  on  the  Throne  was 
againfl  them ;    and  where,  for  a  long  time,  their 
Privileges  had  been  intirely  fupprefs'd.    The  Catho- 
lics were  profcribM  in  three  Kingdoms  where  the 
Sovereign  prote6led  them,  where  they  hop'd  to  bear 
Sway  by  his  Credit,  and  where  every  thing  feem'd 
to  concur,  to  2;rant  them  their  moft  fang-uine  Ex- 
peccations.   Belides,  by  the  Banifliment  of  the  French 
Proteilants,   Popery  was  not  fccur*d  againft  the  At- 
tacks oi  fome  new  Adverfaries  ;  whereas  the  Re- 
formed of  England  have  raifed  invincible  Barriers- 
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againft  the  Attacks  of  the  Court  of  Rotne.  If  a  new 
Se(Sl  ftarts  up  at  London^  either  among  the  Pre- 
fbyterians,  or  in  the  Church  of  England^  it  will 
never  aim  at  the  Deftru6lion  of  the  Proteflant  in 
favour  of  the  Popifli  Religion.  But,  if  any  novel' 
DocSlrine  fhoulJ  come  to  be  eftablifliM  in  France^  it 
will  always  tend  to  the  Deftru6lion  of  the  Autho- 
rity of  the  Roman  Pontiffs.  Experience  fhews  this 
to  be  true.  The  yanjenijfs  have  fucceeded  in  the- 
Place  of  the  Protcftants  ;  and,  fooner  or  later,  they 
will  come  to  have  as  great  Difputes  with  the  Court 
of  Rome  as  the  firft  Reformers  had. 

Confider,  dear  y^^^r^;?,  that  every  new  SecSt  which 
(hall  happen  to  ftart  up  hereafter  muft  tend  to  the 
DeftrucStion  of  Popery,  and  can  do  no  Prejudice  to 
Protellantifm.  P^ifty  Years  ago,  or  inore,  all  the 
Dutch  Catholics  had  but  oneFaiih;  but  now,  they 
are  divided  into  MoUnjfts  and  JanfeniJIs^  by  which 
Separation  Popery  has  fuffer'd  very  much,  while 
Proteftantifm  has  in  fome  meafure  been  a  Gainer, 

Thou  wilt  fay,  perhaps,  dear  Mmceca\y  that  the 
FVoteftants  are  fubjecSl  to  the  fame  Inconveniences  as 
their  Adverfaries;  and,  that  the  new  Opinions  which 
find  a  Number  of  Adherents  among  them,  become 
very  hurtful  to  them,  becaufe  they  diminijfh  the 
Number  of  fuch  as  ftick  to  the  fundamental  Articles 
of  Proteftantifm.  But  to  this  I  anfwer,  that  the 
Se<Ets  which  arife  in  the  Proreftant  Religion  do  it  Irut 
little  Harm,  becaufe  they  are  all  agreed  to  ftand  up, 
and  preach  for  the  utter  Deftru(Sl:ion  of  Popery.  In- 
ftead  of  aiming  to  perfccute  one  another,  they  are 
attentive  m  the  Purluit  of  Ways  and  Means  to  hurt 
the  common  Enemy.  The  Difciples  of  Luther^  Cal- 
vin^ Menno  and  Annimus  are  equally  engaged  in  the 
fame  Defigns,  and  purfue,  tho'  by  various  Ways, 
the  fame  End.  When  the  Bufinefs  in  Hand  is  to 
give  a  Blow  to  Popery,  they  unite  together.     The 
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Hatred  of  the  Roman  Pontiff  is  the  Knot  and  Cement 
of  the  feveral  Nazarene  Se6ls  ;  but  when  an)^  new 
one  ftarts  up  in  the  Popifli  Religion,  it  immediately 
falls  in  with  the  Sentiments  of  the  others,  (o  far  as 
they  tend  to  humbling  the  Court  of  Rome. 

The  extravagant  Conduct  of  the  Catholic  Priefts 
and  Dodlors  gives  great  Advantage  likewifc  to  the 
Proteftants,  and  fooner  or  later  will  prove  the  intirer 
Ruin  of  Popery.  When  any  Divifions  are  form'd 
in  the  Romijh  Religion,  the  Pontiff  immediately 
cuts  off  thofe  from  his  Communion  whofe  Opi- 
nions he  does  not  like.  There  are  few  Ages  in  which 
there  are  not  fuch  Separations.  The  Branches  thus 
cut  and  torn  off,  make  the  Tree  lefs  ;  and  by 
Degrees  nothing  will  be  left  but  the  Trunk,  half 
rotten  and  incapable  to  (hoot  out  new  Sprigs.  The 
Proteflants  a<ft  after  a  manner  much  more  wife  and 
prudent.  They  don't  perfecute  the  Sects  that  are 
lorm'd  among  them,  but  content  themfelves  with 
not  approving  them ;  and  by  fuch  Moderation  they 
hinder  them  from  carrying  Things  to  thofe  Extremi- 
ties, into  which  Popery,  by  its  Cruelties,  drives  all 
thofe  that  arife  in  the  Pale  of  its  Church. 

Thofe,  dear  Monceca^  are  my  Reafons  for  believ- 
ing that  Proteflantifm  has  not  fo  much  Caufe  as 
Popery  to  fear  the  being  deftroy'd  in  Procefs  of 
Time.  'Tis  true,  that  the  Obje6i:ion  v/hich  thou 
hafl  rais'd  from  the  Converfion  of  the  Proteftant 
Princes  to  the  Rom'i/h  Communion,  feems  to  counter- 
balance them.  But  if  thou  dofl  only  run  over  the 
prefent  State  of  the  Affairs  of  Europe^  thou  wilt  fee 
that  this  Advantage  of  the  Catholics  is  not  fo  con- 
fiderable  as  that  which  the  Reformed  may  reap  at 
fome  time  or  other  from  the  Vidlories  of  one  fmgle 
Prince,  an  Enemy  to  the  Roman  Pontiff.  Thou 
fuppofeft,  that  by  one  Election  only  to  the  Crowa 
of  Poland^  in  the  Space  of  a  hundred  Years,  three 
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different  Monarehs  may  be  drawn  into  the  Romijh 
Religion.  I  own  that  poffibly  this  may  be  brought 
about.  But  who  can  give  thee  the  fame  AfTurance, 
that  fome  Ages  hence  all  Poland  will  not  be  Pro- 
teftant  ?  Thou  mult  not  think  it  extraordinary, 
if  I  believe  that  'tis  pofliblc  for  the  Authority  of 
the  Roman  Pontiff  to  be  entirely  deflroy'd  by  that 
time.  *Tis  not  much  above  20  Years  ago  that  this 
fame  Poland^  from  whence  thou  doft  now  prefage  fo 
much  Advantage  to  the  Papifls,  had  like  to  have 
become  Lutheran :  And  it  might  have  been  fo  at 
this  Day,  had  it  not  been  for  the  vafl  Ambition, 
and  the  miflaken  Politics  of  Charles  XII.  King  of 
Sweden  J  wliO,  after  having  made  himfelf  Mafter  of 
it,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  reduce  it  to  a  Province,  and 
join  it  to  his  other  Dominions,  chofe  rather  to  ven- 
ture a  Battle  at  Pultowa^  and  to  lofe  the  Conquef^s 
of  fcveral  Years  in  one  Day,  than  to  fecure  to  him- 
felf the  peaceable  PoiTeflion  of  the  Dominions  which 
he  had  fubdued.  The  abfurd  PalHon  which  that 
Prince  had  to  imitate  Alexander^  and  to  make  Kings 
after  his  Example,  made  him  place  StaniJIaus  on 
the  Throne  of  Poland.  The  Papifls  are  there- 
fore only  oblig'd  to  the  Folly  of  a  Proteflant  Prince 
for  the  Prcfcrv^ation  of  that  Crown.  A  Politician 
of  thefc  later  Times  owns  this  Truth,  thoucrh  he 
excufes  Charles  the  Twelfth,  and  extols  his  Dif- 
intereftednefs  and  Magnanimity  in  yielding  up  a 
Kingdom  which  belong'd  to  him  by  Right  of  Con- 
queft.  '  When  Count  Piper,  fays  this  Author  *. 
'  faw  Charles  die  Mafter  of  Poland,  he  proposM  to 
'  him  to  keep  it  for  him  •  •  •  and  after  the  Example 

*  of  Giifiavus  Vafa,    to   render  it  Lutheran.     His 

*  View  to  indemnify  himfelf  for  his  Expences,  to 

*  The  Political  Works  of  the  Abbe  de  St.  Pierre, 
Tim.  ix.  p.  35. 
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aggrandize  his  Kingdom,  to  extend  his  Religion, 
and  to  be  revengM  on  the  Pope  whofe  Dominions 
he  hated,  made  him  hefitate  a  Moment.  But 
when  he  came  to  confider  that  he  had  declared  to 
the  Poles,  that  he  had  no  Defign  againft  their  Na- 
tion, and  that  all  he  wanted  of  'em  was  to  drive 
-  out  King  Augtijlus,  and  to  ele61:  another  King, 
/  will  have  no  Kingdom,  faid  he,  which  1  cannot 
keep  to  7nyfelf  without  Breach  of  my  Promife  ; 
and,  upon  this  Occafion,  'tis  more  honourable  to 
give  a  Croiun  than  to  keep  it.  I  queftion  whether 
the  Czar  ever  entertain'd  fo  noble  a  Sentiment, 
to  have  the  Honour  of  keeping  his  Promife  upon 
fuch  Terms.' 
Without  confidering,  dear  Monceca,  whether  this 
Author  had  Reafon  to  commend  the  Difmterefted- 
nefs  of  Charles  XII.  I  will  make  ufe  of  his  lafl  Words, 
in  Proof  of  another  Advantage  which  the  Enemies 
of  the  Roman  Pontiff  may  one  Day  gain  over  their 
Adverfaries.  He  frankly  owns  that  if  the  C%ar 
had  been  as  much  Mafter  of  Poland,  as  Charles  XII. 
was,  he  would  not  have  fcrupled  to  keep  it  for  him-, 
felf,  and  would  have  join'd  it  to  the  other  Provinces 
of  Jllufcovy.  Who  knows  what  may  happen  in  a 
few  Ages  ?  We  already  fee  that  the  Mufcovites  give 
Kings  to  the  Poles.  Why  will  they  not  think  it  pro- 
per hereafter  to  fubdue  them  intirely  ?  The  Power 
of  the  Mv.fcovites  will  fooner  or  kter  doconfiderable 
Prejudice  to  Popery,  in  the  Dominions  that  border 
upon  them.  It  cannot  be  deny'd,  that  all  the 
Conquefis  they  make  increafe  the  Power  of  a 
Nation,  which  is  a  mortal  Enemy  to  the  Court  of 
Rome.  The  Hatred  of  the  Proteftants  is  flight,  corn- 
par' d  with  that  of  the  Nazarenes  of  the  Greek 
Faith.  The  Mufcovites  already  give  Marks  of  their 
Antipathy  to  the  Ro?nan  PontifF.  The  Czarina  vi- 
goroufly  folicits  the  Emperor  in  favour  of  the  Re- 
formed 
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formed  Himgarians^  and  in  Policy  he  fhould  not 
refufe  her  what  fhe  demands.  The  Reformed  have, 
on  a  fuddcn,  acquired  powerful  Friends  in  the  North. 
Forty  Years  ago,  the  Mufcovites  feem'd  to  be  as  in- 
fignificant,  and  as  much  out  of  the  Queftion,  in  the 
Difputes  betwixt  the  CathoHcs  and  the  Proteft^ants, 
as  the  Qiiakers  are  at  this  Day.  Who  can  forefee 
what  new  Accidents  may  give  other  Allies  to  the 
Reformed  ?  They  arc  fure,  that  the  Ambition  and 
Tyranny  of  the  Court  of  Ro?ne  will  conduce  to  raife 
them  Friends,  and  even  in  their  own  Pale.  What 
an  illuftrious  Poet  has  faid  of  antient  Romcy  may  be 
applied  to  the  modern  City. 

— — — —  Ce  71^ eft  point  au  Bout  de  VUnlvers 
^le  Kon\Q  fait  Jentir  tout  le  Poids  de  fes  Fers  : 
Et^  de  pres  infpirant  Ics  Haines  les  plus  fortes^ 
Tes  plus  fers  Ennemis^   Rome,   font  d  tes  partes  *. 

'Tis  my  Opinion,  that  the  Venetians  may  be 
rank'd  among  thofe  fecrct  Enemies,  who  only  pre- 
ferve  a  Decorum  out  of  Policy.  How  many  other 
People  are  there.,  who  fubmltting  in  Appearance  to 
the  Roman  Pontiff,  are  always  on  the  Watch  to 
guard  againfl  his  Incroachments  ?  They  diflcmblc, 
becaufe  they  think  it  for  their  Intei'eft.  fjut  if  this 
Intercft  fliould  ccafc,  if  it  fhould  take  a  new  Turn, 
with  what  Joy  would  not  they  intirely  (hake  off 
a  Yoke,  which  for  fo  long  a  time  has  feem'd  infup- 
portable  to  them  ? 

*Tis  not  only  by  indire^l  Means,  and  without 
knowing  it,  that  the  Court  of  Rome  helps  to  propa- 
gate the  Proteftant  Religion,  but  it  fometimes  lends 
Af^illance  to  it  voluntarily.  The  perfonal  Interefts 
of  the  Pontiffs  fometimes  prevail  over  the  Obliga- 
tions and  Duties  of  their  Rank.  Several  of  them 
have  publicly  favoured  the  Reformed.     Innocent  XI. 

*  Racine,  in  the  Tragedy  of  Mithridates,  Ad,  III. 

was 
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was  partly  the  Caufe  of  the  abolifhing  of  Popery  in 
England^  and  of  the  Banilhment  of  King  "James. 
If  two  or  three  Pontiffs  were  a6led  by  the  fame  do- 
meftic  and  political  Intercfts  as  he  was,  what  would 
become  of  Popery,  if  the  Proteftants  at  the  fame  time 
made  an  artful  Improvement  of  their  Advantages  ? 
They  honeftly  own  the  Advantages  which  the  Hatred 
o{  Innocent  XI.  to  the  French  procured  them.  '  The 
King,  fays  an  Author  of  their  Communion  *,  wrote 
a  Letter  to  the  Cardinal  cP  E trees ^  which  was  com- 
municated to  the  Cardinals,  wherein  he  complainM 
of  this  Pope*s  Condu£i:,  and  took  particular  No- 
tice of  the  Prejudice  which  Europe  and  the  Church 
might  fufFer  by  what  the  Pope  had  done  againft 
the  Cardinal  de  Furftemherg.  To  this  Partiality  he 
afcrib'd  the  Meafures  that  were  form'd  againft 
Yiw.^fames  ^  in  favour  of  the  Proteftant  Religion, 
\5Sc.  Tl'jis  Letter,  when  made  public  in  Rome,  was 
perhaps,  another  Motive  to  induce  the  Pope  to 
favour  Prince  Clement  of  Bavaria  more  and  more, 
in  Prejudice  of  the  Cardinal  de  Furjle?nherg,  But 
bv  the  Exclufion  of  his  Eminence,  he  took  a 
hundred-fold  Revenge,  for  all  the  Affronts  which 
he  might  have  receiv'd.  He  depriv'd  the  King  of 
France  of  tlie  Advantage  of  being  the  Arbiter  of 
Peace  and  War,  and  engag'd  him  in  a  neceffary 
War  with  almolt  all  Europe.  He  quickly  fav/  the 
Effect  of  this  Condu6l;  and,  tho'  he  did  not 
long  furvive  his  taking  fuch  a  dreadful  Revenge, 
yet  he  iiv'd  long  enough  to  have  the  Joy  of  feeing 
France  attack'd  by  fo  many  Enemies,  that  it  was 
generally  believ'd,  ftie  muft  Ijave  funk  as  into  an 
Abj  fs  the  very  firft  Campaign.' 

*  BayU\  Hiltorical  Didionary  :  The  Article  of  Iw 
nectnt  XI. 

After 
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After  thou  haft  reflc6led,  dear  Monceca^  on  the 
Conduit  of  Innocent  XI.  examine  that  of  S'lxtus 
^wtius,  who  publicly  favour'd  the  Intt-rcfts  of 
Henry  IV.  and  Elizaheth^  to  the  Prejudic-  of  thofe 
o^  Philip  II.  and  thou  wilt  be  convinc'd  that  'tis  not 
impofTible  for  the  Proteftants  to  obtain  powerful 
Help,  from  the  Roman  Pontiffs,  for  their  Preferva- 
tion  and  even  Aggrandifement. 

Farewell,  dear  Mortccca  ;  live  content  and  happy  ; 
and  let  me  hear  from  thee. 


^^^-^^^'^^^^:^^^MM^  ^-^ 


LETTER    CXIV. 

Fro?n  Isaac  Onis,  ai  Cairo,  to  Aaron 
MoNCECA,  ^/ Amfterdam. 

Q I N  C  E  my  laft,  dear  Monccca^  I  have  made  fbme 
*^  new    Rcfledlilons   upon  the  Changes   that    may 
poiTibly  happen  in  Nazarenif?n  ;  and  I  think  that    f 
have  difcover'd   new  Reafons  which  very  much  fa- 
vour my  Opinion.     The  Love  that  the  Laity  have 
for  the  Sciences,  the  Contempt  into  which  the  Phi- 
lofophy  of  the  Schools  is  fallen,  as  well  as  the  Or- 
ders of  the  Monks,  who  were  formerly  the  only 
Keepers  of  Books  and  MSS.  all  thefc  Things  con- 
cur unanimoufly  to  the  Deftrucl:ion  of  the  Credit  of 
the  Court  of  Rome. 

'Twas  by  the  Favour  of  Ignorance  and  Super- 
ftition  that  the  Roman  Pontiffs  eftablilli'd  their  Power. 
The  blind  People  refpe6lfully  kifs'd  the  Chains  that 
were  put  upon  them.  But  nov/  the  Return  of  the 
Sciences  has  taken  off  the  Bondage,  and  the  Truth 
Vol.  III.  N  appears 
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appears  again  with  Luftre.  The  Laity,  having  feen 
the  Folly  of  their  Fathers,  will  not  be,  as  they  were, 
the  Bubbles  of  Ecclefiaftic  and  Monkifh  Jugglers. 
The  firft  Inf{:ant  wherein  Ignorance  began  to  lofe 
its  Prerogatives,  ought  to  be  look'd  upon  as  the  fatal 
Moment,  wherein  it  was  decreed  by  Heaven  that 
the  Court  of  Roms  fhould  be  humbled.  Since  the 
Laity  have  made  ufe  of  the  Talent*?  which  the  Di- 
vine Being  beftows  upon  all  Mankind,  and  fmce 
they  have  been  convinced,  that  as  the  Underflanding 
is  the  moft  glorious  Appanage  of  the  human  Nature, 
'twas  preferring  the  State  of  Beafts  to  that  of  Men, 
not  to  cultivate  the  Sciences  ;  Superflition,  the 
Power  of  the  Pontiffs,  and  the  Tricks  of  their  Tools, 
jcfe  Credit  every  Day.  Men,  being  prejudiced  againft 
the  Stratagems  that  were  formerly  made  ufe  of  to 
deceive  them,  can  no  longer  be  fo  eafily  led  by  the 
Nofe.  Before  they  can  fwallow  an  Oath,  they  muft 
have  time  to  chew  it  ;  and  it  often  happens  that 
they  reject  it  as  contrary  to  Reafon,  and  the  Rules  of 
Equity.  Li  former  Ages  a  Pontiff  gave  a  San6lion 
to  all  his  PafTions  by  covering  them  with  the  Veil 
of  Religion  ;  and  the  People  look'd  upon  them  as 
the  Effedts  of  a  pious  Zeal.  Hildcbrand  oblig'd  the 
Emperor  Henry  IV.  to  appear  before  him  after  a 
Week  of  Failing  and  Imprifonment,  in  the  humble 
Attitude  of  a  Malefa6lor.  But  now  a- days  we  fee 
that  the  Writings  of  a  Pontiff,  which  contain  any 
thing  injurious  to  the  Perfons  or  the  Memory  of 
Sovereigns,  are  fligraatizM  and  condcmnM  to  the 
Flames. 

Thou  mufl  obferve,  dear  Monc£ca^  that  the  Ruin 
of  the  Power  of  the  Court  of  Rome  advances  flower 
or  fafter,  according  as  the  Sciences  have  been  more 
or  lefs  cultivated  by  the  Laity.  In  former  T'imes, 
when  fome  began  already  to  be  diflinguifh'd  by  their 
Learning,  Boniface  VIII.  would  fain  have  imitated 

Hilde- 
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Hildebrand,  but  he  mifcarry'd  in  his  ProjeiSls.  Philip 
the  Fair  mortify 'd  him  upon  fundry  Occafions,  and 
made  his  Embaffador  infult  him  on  the  Pontifical 
Throne.  When  Learning  gain'd  frcfli  Vigor  under 
Francis  I.  and  all  Europe  began  to  cultivate  it,  the 
Emperor  Charles  V.  added  Contempt  to  Infult  ; 
for  he  order'd  Prayers  to  God  throughout  his  Do- 
minions for  the  Deliverance  of  a  Pope,  at  the  fame 
time  that  he  kept  him  Priibncr  in  the  Caille  of 
St.  Angelo.  At  lad,  Lewis  XIV.  carry'd  Matters 
further  than  any  other  Monarch  ;  he  caus'd  a  lading 
Monument  to  be  fet  up  in*' the  Middle  of  i^<7;;2^,  of 
his  Contempt  of  the  Roman  Pontiffs  ;  and  by  cre£t- 
ing  a  Pyramid,  he  reveng'd  the  many  Infults  made 
upon  the  Honour  of  all  the  Crown'd  Heads. 

Mean  time,  the  Sovereigns,  who  have  fo  crueller 
mortifv'd  the  Pontiffs,  pretended  to  be  very  zealous 
for  Nazarenifrn.  Judge  therefore,  dear  Aaron^  what 
other  Sovereigns  might  be  capable  of  doing  a^ainlt 
Popery,  were  they  once  fully  convinc'd  that  the 
Power  of  the  Court  of  Rome  is  diredlly  contrary 
to  the  fundamental  Articles  of  the  Nazarene  Re- 
ligion. 

Since  'tis  to  the  Return  of  Learning  that  Prince* 
have  been  oblig'd  for  the  Right  which  they  have 
acquired  of  defending  themfeivcs  againfl  the  Infults 
of  the  Clergy,  it  may  be  laid  down  for  a  cei  tain 
Principle,  that  the  more  learned  the  Laity  become, 
the  more  will  the  Pjiantom  of  Popery  vanifli  ;  and 
in  a  fhort  time  it  will  make  no  ImprefHon  but  upoa 
the  Minds  of  filly  Women  and  Idiots. 

Heretofore,  if  the  Pontiffs  did  but  difpenfe  with 
the  SubjeiSt's  Oath  of  Allecriance  to  the  Sovereigns, 
It  was  enough  to  raife  a  Rebellion  in  the  moil  tran- 
quil States  ;  for  the  credulous  Nazarenes  imagined, 
that  when  a  Kingdom  was  put  under  an  Interdict:, 
and  a  King  was  excommunicated,    Fleaveii  v/juild 
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roar  its  Thunder,  and  dart  all  its  Bolts,  upon  wretched 
Mortals  that  were  fo  prefumptuous  as  to  refill  God's 
Vicegerent.  But  now,  People  are  not  only  con- 
vinc'd  that  the  Thunder  of  the  Vatican  never  hurts 
any  body's  Health,  but  even  the  French^  and  feveral 
other  Nations  maintain,  with  very  great  Warmth, 
that  the  Reman  Pontiffs  have  no  Right  to  excom- 
municate Kings.  If  they  durft  now  but  attempt 
what  they  perform'd  in  paft  Ages,  with  fo  much 
Eafe  and  Succefs,  the  Subjects  themfelves,  without 
the  Princes  feeming  to  intereft  themfelves  in  the 
Offence,  would  punifh  the  Rafhnefs  of  the  Court 
of  Ro?ne.  '  If  it  had  happen'd,  y^ri  Pafcjuier  §,  that 
the  Pope,  out  of  Spite,  fhould  lay  the  King  and 
his  Kingdom  under  an  Interdi6l,  in  order  to  ex- 
pofe  it  as  a  Prey  to  the  firft  Occupier,  tho'  we 
were  at  Liberty  to  appeal  from  him  to  a  future 
Council  ;  yet,  without  involving  ourfelves  in 
Perplexities,  and  making  Choice  of  the  fhortell 
Way,  the  Appeal  againft  the  Abufe  may  remedy 
it,  as  being  an  Undertaking  enter'd  upon,  not  only 
a2:ainft  the  facred  Decrees,  but  againft  the  expreis 
Word  of  God  which  is  ftronger,  and  by  which  he 
declares  that  the  Spiritual  Jurifdiilion  fhall  have 
no  Pov/er  over  the  Temporal.  To  make  fliort  of 
the  Matter,  we  may,  by  thefe  Models,  be  arm'd 
againft  all  Incroachments  that  may  be  made  by  the 
Court  of  Rome^  in  Prejudice  of  the  King,  or  the 
Ordinaries,  and  even  againft  the  Difpenfations 
themfelves,  when  it  appears,  that  through  furrep- 
titious  Practices  the  Holy  See  has  been  impos'd 
upon,  and  that  they  redound  more  to  the  De- 
ftru6tion  than  to  the  Edification  of  the  Church. 
Otherwife,  faid  Gerfon,  'tis  not  ufmg  the  Ful- 
jiefs  of  Power,  but  fully  abufmg  its  Power.' 

5  R<cbsrck6sde  la  France ^  lib.  iii,  cap.  xxxiv.  p.  28. 
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I  fhould  be  apt  to  think,  dear  Almctca^   that  it 
would   have  been  dangerous,  I  don't  fay  to  an  or- 
dinary Prince,  but  even  to  a  formidable  Sovereign, 
to  explain  himfelf  in  the  Language  tly^tP^_^^//ii/- did, 
in  the  Pontificate  of  H.'ildehrand\  and  yet,  here's  a 
mere  private  Man,   v/ho  declares  his  Thoughts  in 
public.       The    Magiflratcs  go    further;     tliey    au- 
thorize thcni,  and  tliere's  net  a   fingle  Counfcllor 
of  the  Parliament   but  \a%  a   hundred  times  more 
Power  over  the  Court  of  Rome  tlian   the  Eniperor 
Henry  IV.   had.      It  muft   be  confefs^d,    therefore," 
that  from  the  Reigii  of  that   unfortunate   Mcna'eh 
to  this   time,   the   Power  of  Popery   is  diminiili'd, 
at  leaft  equally  to  the  Difproportion   that  tliere   i.s 
between  the  Credit  of  a  mere  Judge  and  that  of  >i 


Sovereign. 


I  grant,  dear  Mcnaca^    that    tliere    are    cerlai!i 
Jun<5lures,  when  the  FuU'er  of  the  R',7:ian  Pontiff 
feems  to  gather  Strencjh,  and  gives  a  Blaze  v.'hich 
alarms  People  with  the  I'ears  of  a  l-"ire  not  yet  ex- 
tinguifh'd  ;  and   which,  by  being  latent  under  the 
Afhes,  is  only  the  more  dreadful.     But  thefe  flving 
Sparks  arc?  the  lad  Efforts  of  a  Flame,  which  hm  ;i\? 
no  more  Matter  to  confume,  is  forc'd  to  go  out  for 
want  of  Nourifhment,  Superftition  and  Igiiorancc 
being  the  only  Combuftibles  that  kept  it  alive.     All 
Efforts  by  the  Friends  of   the  Court  of  R.c77ie  will 
be  in  vain.     They  cannot  fupport  a  Building  whofv^ 
Foundation  trembles  fo  that  'tis  ready  to  tumble  with 
the  leafl  Shock.     The  Props  with  w]:iich  they  en- 
deavour to  fupport   it,   only  put  off  itt  Fall  a  Jittlc 
while  longer.  The  Divifionsand  Diilurbances  which 
the  Jefults  have   caus'd  in  France  for  many  Years, 
are  much  more  prejudicial  than  they  are  favourable 
to  Popery.   The  Difputes  concerning  the  Authority 
of  the  Rojnan  Pontiffs  do  but  fen^e  the    more   to 
open  Peoples  Eyes,  and  by  Confequence  to.  deftroy 
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that  Authority.  There  are  fome  things  which  fuf- 
fer  infinitely  by  being  look'd  into  ;  and  of  this 
kind  are  ihofe  Affairs  that  relate  to  the  Court  of 
Heme.  It  never  enter'd^  into  Peoples  Heads  to  dive 
into  the  Bottom  of  them,  till  thev  had  lofl  their 
Pveputation.  If  the  Sec  of  Ro7ne  had  never  endea- 
voured to  get  that  Con/]itutiofi  veccWd,  v^hich  makes 
fuch  aNcife  at  this  time  ;  and  if  it  had  always  kept 
the  Theological  Difputes  from  the  Cognizance  of 
the  Laity,  the  feveral  Parties  into  which  France  is 
row  divided,  would  have  confifled  only  of  a  few 
hot-headed  Clergymen,  ready  to  go  together  by  the 
Ears.  But  they  were  refolv'd  to  drag  the  Laity 
into  aQiiarrel,  which  to  them  was  abfolutely  indif- 
ferent. The  Pontiffs  really  behev'd  that  they  fliould 
£nd  Dupes  among  them,  ever  ready  to  adopt  their 
Whimfies.  To  render  the  Janfenifls  odious,  they 
attempted  to  reflrein  private  Men  from  having  any 
Correfpondence  with  Men  who  they  faid  maintain'd 
Errors.  The  French^  who  had  too  often  trufted  to 
the  Court  of  Rcme^  to  take  its  Word  any  longer, 
enquir'd  whether  what  they  were  told  was  true. 
The  Confequence  of  this  Inquiry  has  been  the  very 
Reverfe  of  what  the  Pontiffs  expe(Sled.  Three 
fourths  of  the  Kingdom  have  embrac'd  the  Opini- 
ons which  the  Court  of  Rome  was  for  condemning, 
and  which  mere  Burgbers  would  never  have  enter- 
tained, if  their  Curiofity  had  not  been  excited  to 
examine  them. 

Hie  Pains  which  the  Advoc^ites  of  the  See  of 
Rcfrie  take  to  remedy  thefe  Evils  are  to.  no  Purpofe. 
They  may  indeed  carry  tlieir  Point  for  a  while,  fo 
far  as  to  humble  thefe  new  Enemies  of  the  Pontiffs, 
but  they  are  too  numerous  to  be  deflroy'd.  When 
they  have  recover'd  frefh  Strength,  and  repair 'd  the 
Evils  which  thev  have  fuffer'd,  they  will,  fooner  or 
later,  appear  with  more  Affurance  and  Intrepidity 

than 
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than  before  :  ^.  ,:.d  if  they  don't  take  tlje  Field  by 
the  fame  Name,  and  under  the  fame  Standard, 
they  will  always  be  animated  by  the  fime  Spirit. 
Admit,  that  in  ten  Years  time  yarifenif/n  fliould  be 
deftroy'd  in  Paris^  yet  it  muft  be  more  than  two 
Centuries  before  that  Hatred  would  abate  which 
the  Inhabitants  have  conceiv'd  againft  the  Pontiti"^. 
Befides,  who  knows  but  this  Hatred  may  fome  time 
or  other  have  the  Authority  of  the  Sovereign  ?  Is 
it  fo  very  difficult  a  Matter  to  render  a  King  of 
France  an  Enemy  to  the  Court  of  Ro/ns?  A  flight 
Qiiarrel  with  that  Court;  a  l^ivour  refus'd  which 
^twas  in  that  Court's  Power  to  have  granted  \  Lov-, 
in  fhort,  that  Deity  which  conquers  all  Obftacles, 
may  in  a  Moment  remove  thofe  which  fccm  to  hin- 
der the  Separation  of  the  French  from  the  Rcmijh 
Communion.  A  Janfcnlfi  Miflrefs,  or  one  that  will 
countenance  any  novel  Opinion,  wiil  do  that  in  an 
Inftant  which  could  not  be  accomplifh'd  in  feveral 
Centuries.  Obferve,  dear  Monceca^  that  almoft  all 
new  Se6ls  are  oblig'd  to  theWomen  for  their  Aggran- 
difement.  What  Obligations  had  not  Proteftantifm 
to  Queen  Margaret?  What  Advantage  did  it  not 
reap  from  Henry  Vlllth's  Q^jarrel  with  the  Court  of 
Rome  about  Anne  of  Bullen  ?  Who  knows  but  a 
hundred  Years  hence,  if  not  fooner,  fome  French 
Lady,  the  Favourite  of  her  King,  and  an  Advocate 
for  fome  new  Opinions,  may  caufe  the  fame  Revo- 
lutions in  France  as  we  have  known  to  happen  in  fo 
many  different  Countries  ?  At  a  time  when  it  was 
kail:  of  all  expected,  and  Affairs  were  fuppos'd  to  bo 
in  the  moil  tranquil  and  fecure  State  that  could  be, 
who  would  have  thought  that  this  fame  Henry  VIII. 
(who  not  thinking  it  fufficient  to  defend  Popery  by 
his  Royal  Authority,  was  refolv*d  to  do  it  in  the 
Chara6ler  of  a  private  Man,  and  to  take  up  the  Pen 
and  turn  Author)    would    become   afterwards  the 
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moft  cruel  Enemy  of  Popery,  and  fet  his  Kingdom 
free  for  ever  from  the  Authority  of  the  Pontiffs  ? 

Farewell,  dear  Monccca  5  and  live   content  and 
happy. 


LETTER     CXV. 

From  Aaron  Monceca,  at  Berlin,  to 
Isaac  Onis,  a  Caraile,  in  Egypt, 
lut  formerly  a  Rabbi  at  Conftantinople. 


'1X7 HEN  I  arrlv'd  at  Berlin^  dear  Ifaac^  I  was 
^  ^  not  a  little  furpriz'd  to  find  "Jeremiah  Phzfsy 
whom  thou  didil:  know  many  Years  at  Conjlanti- 
mple^  and  who,  by  the  Death  of  his  Father,  has 
been  oblig'd  to  come  to  Germany,  He  has  loft 
a  Part  of  his  Eftate,  the  fame  having  been  with- 
held from  him,  under  Colour  of  certain  pretended 
r.Iif(iemeanors  which  he  was  accus'd  of  being  guilty 
of  in  the  Dire(5lion  of  the  Houftiold  of  a  rich  Gen- 
tleman, to  whom  he  was  a  Steward.  T'his  is  a 
Trick  pretty  common  in  this  Country,  where  the 
Expedient  is  very  often  made  ufe  of  to  take  an 
Advantage  of  the  Labour  and  'Foil  of  fome  unfor- 
tunate Ifraclite. 

Jeremiah  Ploxfs  has  fhew'd  me  all  theRemarkables 
at  Berlin.  This  City  has  a  diftinguiili'd  Rank  among 
the  fine  Towns  of  Europe  ;  its  Streets  are  fpacious 
and  airy ;  the  Houfes  are  built  in  a  very  good 
Tafle ;  and  their  Architecture  is  fet  off  by  their  Uni- 
formity,    The  Roval  Palace  is  very  magnificcJit  ; 

tho'' 
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tho'  'tis  not  yet  finlili'J.  The  Suburbs  of  Berlin 
vie  with  the  City  for  Beauty  and  Grandeur  \  but 
that  of  Frederickjiadt  furpaiies  all  the  others  :  The 
Streets  are  as  flrait  as  a  Line,  and  of  a  confidcrabic 
Length. 

The  Inhabitants  of  this  Country  In  general,  re- 
femble  the  other  Germans  in  their  Manners.  Thev 
are  frank  and  honeft,  brave  Soldiers,  and  incapable 
of  being  prepoffels'd  in  favour  of  one  Nation  rnqrc 
than  another ;  for  Merit  is  dear  to  them  wherever 
it  is  ;  and  'tis  the  fame  thing  to  them  to  commend 
a  Foreigner  as  one  of  their  own  Country,  where 
their  Merit  is  equal.  They  look  upon  all  Men  as 
form'd  of  the  fame  Clay.  They  believe,  with  Rca- 
fon,  that  to  think,  refle6l,  judge  and  draw  Confe- 
quences,  is  a  Privilege  granted  to  every  rational 
Being ;  and  that  Men  of  Scnfe  ought  to  learn  the 
Good  they  find  in  any  Nation,  without  being  fo 
filly  as  to  rejedt  an  excellent  tiling,  and  to  feek  to 
criticize  it,  becaufe  it  was  done  on  this  or  the  other 
fjde  of  the  Rhine.  They  leave  the  Englijh  in  Pof- 
feffion  of  fuch  a  ridiculous  Conceit,  as  to  imagine 
that  a  Man  born  at  Dover  is  much  more  excellent 
than  another  born  at  Calais. 

The  Germans  are  the  Ancedors  of  the  Freufh^ 
.who  are  perhaps  oblig'd  to  them  for  fome  P'art  pf 
■wJiat  there  is  good  in  their  Manners.  When  I  was 
at  Paris,  I  faw  more  than  one  Frenchman  v/ho  was 
flrongly  of  this  Opinion  ;  and  furc  I  am,  that  there 
are  more  of  them  who  adopt  it,  than  there  are  who 
rejc(Sl  it.  Wh.it  is  very  particular  is,  the  Sympathy 
there  ahvays  was  between  tiic  French  and  German 
Nations,  notwithftanding  the  bloody  Wars  in  which 
they  have  been  engag'd  by  tlieir  Princes.  Honour 
was  always  a  much  greater  Motive  for  their  fighting 
than  Animofity  ;  and  whenever  a  Peace  put  an  End 
to  their  Quarrels,  they  imitated  the  Heroes  of  Ho- 
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7n€r^  and  gave  each  other  mutual  Proofs  of  the  re- 
ciprocal Efteem  they  had  for  one  another. 

The  Germans  alfo  acknowledge  how  welcome 
they  are  in  France  \  and  of  this,  feveral  of  their 
learned  Men  have  given  public  Teftimonies*. 

The  Nazarcne  Religion  which  is  exercis'd  at  Ber" 
iifiy  is  the  Lutheran.  The  Calviniji  is  profefs'd' 
there  likewife;  but  'tis  not  the  Religion  that  bears 
Sway.  One  Part  of  G/r/zi^^fj  feparated  a  little  above 
two  hundred  Years  ago  from  the  Communion  of  the 
Na%arene  Papifts.  ''Twas  a  certain  Monk,  a  Man 
of  great  Abilities  f,  who  having  taken  fome  Pique 
at  the  Court  of  Rome.^  gave  it  that  fatal  Blow ;  and 
the  Divifion  which  there  was  at  the  fame  time  be- 
tween feveral  Princes  of  the  Empire,  was  of  extra- 
ordinary Service  to  him  \  otherwife  he  would  never 
have  accomplifhM  his  Defigns ;  and  all  his  Elo- 
quence would  perhaps  have  been  of  no  other  Ser- 
vice, than  to  drav/  the  fame  Fate  upon  him  which 
had,  fome  Years  before,  happen' d  to  Savonarola  X. 

*  See  what  M.  Wallin  fays,  in  a  Work  intituled.  Lu- 
tetia  Parijiorum  ei-udita^  '^vmX.e&iw  1722,  2it  Nuremhurg. 
IngratiJJimus  omnium  quos  Terra  unquam  produxit  Homi- 
tium  foretHy  nrji,  quod  njerum  fit  de  Gallia,  fi've  earn  To* 
gatatn,  ffve  Sagatafn^  fi've  etiatn  Sacram,  canfidero^  di- 
cer etn^  nihil  ed  ipfa  dart  elegantius^  et  Societati  Homijiu'n 
cinjili  gratius  j  i.  e.  I  fliould  be  the  moil  ungrateful  Man 
that  ever  the  Earth  bred,  if  I  did  not  declare  the  Truth 
of  what  I  know  concerning  France^  whether  as  to  the 
Gentlemen  of  the  long  Robe,  or  of  the  Sword,  or  its 
Clergy,  'viz.  that  there  is  not  a  Nation  in  the  World 
»iore  polite,  and  better  turn'd  for  Civil  Society. 

-|-  Luther. 

X  He  was  a  Friar  of  the  Order  of  St.  Dominic,  who 
was  hang'd  with  a  couple  of  his  Comrades  at  Florence,  in 
1498,  for  having  preach'd  againft  the  Irregularities  of 
the  Court  of  Romf, 

The 
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The  Ger?nans  really  believe  what  they  were  taught 
in  their  Youth,  and  don't  trouble  themfelves  with 
the  Inquiry,  whether  the  DosSlrines  of  their  Reli- 
gion are  true  or  falfe.  They  leave  it  to  the  French 
to  wafte  their  Time  in  fruitlels  Difputes ;  and  as  ta 
fuch  as  have  abandoned  the  RQm'tJh  Communion, 
they  have  been  forc'd  to  it  by  the  Monks,  whofe  In- 
folence  and  AlTurance  were  carried  to  fuch  a  Pitch 
that  the  German  Good-nature  could  not  brook  it. 

They  who  afcribc  the  Converfion  of  the  Ger- 
mans  to  the  Learning  and  Subtlety  of  their  Divines, 
know  little  of  that  Nation.  Syllogifms  have  fcarce 
any  Effect  upon  them:  Moreover,  in  the  Beginning 
of  the  Troubles  on  account  of  the  Nazarene  Re- 
ligion, the  Papifts  were  fo  ignorant,  that  Learning 
was  to  them  of  no  Ufe. 

The  Learned  in  Germany  have  publifh'd  feveral 
literary  Trails  that  abound  with  Things  both 
curious  and  ufeful.  But  fo  voluminous  are  they, 
that  it  were  to  be  wifh'd  they  were  to  be  call  into 
a  Crucible,  and  refin'd,  by  which  means  a  Part  of 
them  might  come  out  the  more  ufeful.  Certainly 
very  good  Gold  might  be  extracted  from  them  ;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  a  great  deal  of  unprofitable  Al- 
lay might  be  feparated  rrom  them,  which  very  much 
diminilhes  the  Value  of  the  precious  Metal  where- 
with they  are  mix'd. 

There  are  great  Men  however  in  this  Country  ; 
and  the  Univcrfities  abound  with  very  good  Civili- 
ans and  able  Phyficians.  The  famous  Puffcndorfy. 
Author  of  The  Laiu  of  Nature  and  Nations y  and  of 
feveral  other  Works,  deferves  to  be  rank'd  in  the 
firft  Clafs  of  learned  Men,  and  to  be  confider'd  as 
the  Rival  and  Competitor  of  the  illuftrious  Grotiui. 

The  Germans  have  alfo  feveral  good  Hiil:orian:>. 
'Tis  true,  their  Style  is  fometimes  dLffufe,  vague, 
and  by  Confeqaeuce  languid,     'liie  too  great  Credit 
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v.'hich  they  give  to  certain  foreign  Authors,  involv&s 
them  alfo  in  another  Error,  and  hinders  their 
diftingiiifliing  the  Truth  from  Falfhood,  efpecially 
when  they  treat  of  any  other  State  but  their  own. 
T'he  German  Sincerity  can*t  conceive  how  'tis  pof- 
iible  for  an  Hiftorian  to  lye  in  the  Face  of  the  whole 
VVorld.  It  were  therefore  to  be  wifh'd  that  fome 
kind  Friend  would  charitably  admonifti  them  not  to 
-truft  to  the  ^panifl)^  Italian^  Englijh  nor  French 
W"riters  till  they  have  duly  confider'd  what  Degree 
(uf  Credit  they  deferve. 

I  could  wifh,  for  Inflance,  that  they  would  rely  a 
good  deal  upon  Thuamis^  pretty  much  upon  Meze- 
ray.^  a  little  upon  Daniel^  but  not  at  all  upon  Maim- 
hourg  and  Varillas^  and  lefs,  if  it  was  pofTible,  upoit 
"Joiivencl',  that  of  all  the  Italians  they  would  trufl  no 
Author  but  Father  Paul;  and  that  in  order  to 
Ibrm  themfelves  to  the  Majefty  of  Hiftory,  they 
would  read  Dav'ila^  an  excellent  Author,  if  he  had 
faid  nothing  of  the  Pontiffs  and  the  Inquifition,  and. 
-if  he  had  but  always  made  the  Truth  as  eminent,  as 
his  Style  was  clear,  and  his  Reflections  folid.  I 
'would  have  them  confider  all  the  Spanijh  Hiftories,. 
when  they  treat  of  Things  done  in  their  own  Country,, 
vis  the  Works  of  Monks  relatino;  the  Annals  of 
their  Convents.  With  fome,  every  thing  is  a  Prodigy, 
and  marvellous ;  with  others,  every  thing  is  a  Miracle,, 
ind  an  Act  of  facred  Devotion.  The  Englijh^  who 
are  not  fo  grave  to  outward  Appearance  as  the 
Spaniards^  but  every-whit  as  conceited,  have  a  great 
Number  of  Declaimers,  but  not  one  Hiftorian. 
Having  too  rich,  an  Opinion  of  their  own  dear 
felvesj  they  are  not  only  unmerciful  in  their  Treat- 
ment of  foreign  Nations,  but  even  know  not  how 
to  do  Juftice  to  themfelves,  they  are  always  fo  blinded 
by  a  Spirit  of  Party.  A  Jacobiie  Hiftorian  places 
Mary  Stuart  among  the  greateft  Nuzawie  Saints,  and 

does 
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does  not  fcruple  to  ere£t  a  Throne  to  her  near  that 
of  the  Divine  Being.  A  JFkig  Hiftorian,  on  the 
contrary,  after  having  publicly  accusM  her  of  De- 
bauchery, Adultery  and  Murder,  fends  her  without 
any  Ceremony  to  all  the  D — h  in  H — .  A  certain 
Frenchman  has  wrote  the  Hijiory  of  England^  and  he 
has  perform'd  it  fo  candidly,  that  the  Englj/})  have 
been  obligM  to  adopt  it  as  the  beft  that  had  been 
ever  written  of  their  Affairs.  This  is,  undoubtedly 
much  to  the  Honour  of  the  French  Writers;  but, 
unfortunately,  a  fudden  Stop  has  been  put  to  this  fort 
of  Triumph.  Rap'm  Thoyras  dy'd  before  he  finifh'd 
his  Work,  and  other  Frenchmen  have  added  fuch  a 
pitiful  Sequel  to  it,  that  they  have  done  their  own 
Nation  almoft  as  much  Diflionour  as  the  former  had 
done  it  Honour. 

Among  the  antient  German  Authors,  Sleidan  flands 
in  a  very  diftinguifti'd  Rank.  He  wrote  the  Hijiory 
of  the  State  of  Religion^  and  of  the  Republic^  under 
Charles  V.  The  Gerinan  Papifts  indeed  don't  efteem 
this  Work  quite  fo  much  as  the  German  Lutherans 
do,  but  however  they  do  it  Jullice,  and  •  tis  generally 
approved. 

Among  the  Moderns,  Hubner  has  wrote  almoft 
as  many  Volumes  as  Gregorio  Leti\  but  he  is  of  more 
Ufe  than  that  voluminous  Italian^  to  whom  the  il- 
hiftrious  Bayle  has  ingenioufly  apply  M  that  Verfe  of 
VirgU: 

Tam  Fi6li  Pravlque  tenax^    quam  Nuncia  Ferl*, 

i.  e. 
Thpigs  done  relates^  7iot  done  hefeifmsy 
And  mingles  Truth  with  Lyes, 

Whatever  Talent  Hubner  had,  he  could  not 
Airmount    thofe    Faults    which    are    common    to 

^f  Bay/e'i  Letters,.  Tm.  I.  p.  364;. 
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his  Nation.  He  falls  fometimes  into  tedious  and 
impertin&nt  Narratidns.  The  too  great  Credit  which 
he  gr/es,  without  Diflin6lion,  to  all  foreign  Authors, 
has  hinder'd  him  to  be  as  exact  as  he  might  have  been, 
if  he  had  pleas'd  to  ufe  more  Precaution.  But  that's 
the  Rock  on  whicli  all  Compilers  have  fplit. 

Seckendorff  is  a  great  Man :  He  has  wrote  with  a 
great  deal  of  Spirit,-  Probity,  Candour  and  Impar- 
tiality; but  he  is  too  prolix,  and  too  difFufe.  The 
illuftrious  Baylc^  writing  to  a  Friend  of  his,  gives 
this  Character  of  him:  '  M.  de  Seckendorfs  An- 
'  fvver  to  the  Lutheranifm  of  Malmbourg  has  been 
'  printed  in  two  large  Volumes  in  Folio.  'Tis  a 
'  curious  Work  but  a  very  tedious  one.  'Tis  in- 
*  tituled,  Comme7itarius  Hijhricus  ^  Apologeticiis  de 
'  Lutheranifmo  adverfm  M-iimburgium,   i3c.  *' 

The  Genius  of  the  Germans  in  general,  which  is 
not  very  fprightly,  and  their  Language,  which  is 
more  proper  to  write  Tracts  of  Learning  and  Mora- 
lity than  Pieces  of  Eloquence  and  Poetry,  feem  to 
be  an  Argument  why  there  are  not  and  cannot  be 
many  Poets  and  Orators  among  them:  Neverthelcfs, 
fome  they  have:  The  beft  of  thofe  are  Saxons,  if  we 
except  one  Brocks  a  Hamburgber,  who  pafles  for  an 
excellent  Author.  The  Germans  fay,  that  the  Com- 
pofitions  of  thefe  Poets  are  good  and  harmonious  ; 
but  they  have  two  antient  and  powerful  Prejudices 
againft  them. 

The  firll  is  founded  upon  the  Authority  oi  Jrijhtle^ 
who  being  born  in  a  hot  Country,  imagined  that  the 
Genius  of  Men  that  liv'd  in  cold  Countries  could 
not  be  fufceptible  of  much  Fire.  But  fmce  Expe- 
rience has  fhewn  us  for  fome  time  part,  that  the 
Authority  of  honeft  Arijlotle  was  very  weak ;  and 
that  the  Nazarenes  do  no  longer  look  upon  his  Sen- 

*  Biijle\  Letters,  T'jm,  I.  p.  364. 
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timents  as  Articles  of  Faith  ;  this  Prejudice  may  be 
look'd  upon  as  very  talfe. 

The  iecond  is  founded  upon  the  little  Fio^urc 
which  their  Poets  make  in  Europe.  As  to  this,  I 
fhould  think  it  confirm'd  by  Reafon.  For  tho'  an 
Author  writes  in  a  Language  peculiar  to  his  Country, 
yet  if  he  is  of  diflinguifh'd  Merit,  he  is  quickly 
tranflated  into  all  Languages,  and  becomes  common 
to  :A\  Europe.  Petrarch^  Ariojio^  T^Jfo-,  Guarini\y 
are  tranflated  into  French^  StaniJJj^  EngUJh^  ^c. 
Aliltons  Paradije  LoJ}^  and  feveral  Works  of  Pope  §, 
arc  tranflated  almoit  into  as  many  Langua2;es.  All 
the  Univerfc,  by  means  of  the  many  'Franflations, 
is  Mailer  of  the  fine  Pieces  of  Corncille  and  Racine ; 
and  the  Androtnache  of  the  latter  has  been  tranflated 
by  the  mofl  excellent  Italian  Poet  of  thefe  latter 
Times. 

I  don't  know  any  German  Poem,  dear  Ifaac^ 
that  has  made  any  Figure  in  Europe \  and  I  qucftion 
whether  ever  there  was  one  tranflated.  This  would 
make  me  fufpecSt,  either  that  the  German  Poets  are 
not  fo  excellent  as  they  think  them,  or  that  they  per- 
ceive Beauties  in  their  Works  which  are  unknown 
to  the  reft  of  hum.an  Beings.  In  this  Cafe  the  Ger- 
man Poems  would  be  a  kind  of  Tali/mans^  that  had 
no  Virtue  but  conditionally. 

Thou  knov/elt,  dear  Ifaac^  that  Charles  V.  was 
heard  to  fay,  that  when  he  was  to  pray  to  God, 
it  Ihould  be  in  Spanijh^,  that  he  wou?d  court  his 
Miftrefs  in  Italian^  compliment  his  Friends  in 
French^  and  correct  his  Horfes  in  High- Dutch. 
Where  then  can  be  the  Harmony  and  Softnefs  of 
German  Verfes  ?  The  Mufes  are  fhy  of  a  Lano-uao-e, 
the  Roughnefs  of  which  fhocks  them.  But  as  there 
is  no  Language  but  may  be  capable  of  a  foft  and 

f  ItalianVotis,  ^  EHg!lfi?Qtt^. 
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agreeable  Cadence,  when  *tis  well  exprefsM,  I  fhouid 
think  that  the  Fault  of  the  German  Poems  is  owing 
rather  to  the  Poets  than  the  Language.  There  are 
Nations  that  are  not  fo  excellent  as  others  in  certain 
Sciences.  The  Germans  indeed  are  eminent  for  their 
Skill  in  the  Law  of  Nations,  Politics,  Literature 
and  Philofophy  ;  and  their  Philofopher  Leibnitz  alone 
is  as  good  to  them  as  a  hundred  Poets,  in  the  Re- 
public of  Letters. 

Farewell,  dear  IfaaCy  and  live  content  and  happy. 


LETTER     CXVL 

From   Jacob    B  r  i  t  o,    at   Madrid,    to< 
Aaron   Mon  c  e  c  a,  ^/ Berlin. 

TT  Aving  given  thee  an  Account  how  the  Monks 
behave  here  in  their  Gallantries,  nothing  re- 
mains for  me  but  to  convey  fome  Idea  to  thee  how 
the  Gentlemen  treat  their  MiflrefTes.  They  acSt  ac- 
cording to  a  Ceremonial  which  is  almoft  as  difficult 
to  difcharge  in  all  its  Parts  as  the  antient  Etiquette 
or  Ceremony  of  the  Court. 

Before  a  Spaniard  declares  his  Paffion  he  muft 
for  feven  or  eight  Months  dance  Attendance  in  the 
Night-time  under  his  Miftrefs's  Windows ;  he  muft 
try  to  gain  her  Efteera  and  Favour  by  abundance  of 
Serenades;  he  muft  be  fure  to  go  regularly  to  the 
Churches  which  his  Fair-one  frequents  ;  and  finally, 
he  muft  laih  himfelf  devoutly  under  her  Windows,  if 
Opportunity  prefents,  and  if  his  Miftrefs  happens 
to  be  a  Spedbator  of  the  Proceffions  made  by  the 
Nazarcnes  towards  the  End  of  their  Lent  Seafons. 

Wheni 
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When  a  Spaniard  thinks,  that  by  all  thefe  Extra- 
vagancies he  has  made  fome  Impreflion  upon  the 
Heart  of  the  Perfon  he  makes  Love  to,  he  ventures 
to  fend  a  Billet-doux  to  her,  by  the  Favour  of  an 
old  Duena  f,  v^'hom  he  takes  care  to  fecure  in  his 
Intereft.  \i  he  is  fo  fortunate  as  to  obtain  an  Anfwcr 
to  it,  he  thinks  himfelf  the  happieft  Man  in  Life, 
Then  he  begins  to  converfe  with  his  Miftrefs  by 
Signs  in  the  Walks  and  at  Church,  and  this  he  does 
continually  till  he  has  marry 'd  her.  Then  he  fhuts 
her  up,  and  is  more  or  lefs  jealous  of  her,  according 
as  he  has  found  her  more  or  lefs  cruel ;  the  Hap- 
pinefs  and  Tranquility  of  a  Wife  commonly  depend- 
ing on  the  bad  Nights,  which  flie  made  her  Huf- 
band  fpend  when  he  was  but  a  Lover,  and  on  the 
Severities  with  which  fhe  treated  him.  The  haughty 
Don  Sancho'i  and  Don  Pedro's  can't  conceive  how 
Mortals  can  be  happy  with  Eafe  when  it  cofts  them  . 
fo  much  Pains  to  be  fo  ;  and  they  have  fo  fond  aa 
Opinion  of  their  own  Merit,  that  they  have  no 
Diftruft  of  the  Virtue  and  Fidelity  of  their  Wives. 

This  Country  has  been  treated  by  many  Authors 
as  the  very  Centre  of  Gallantry.  But  I  don't  think 
there's  any  Place  under  the  Heavens  where  'tis  lefs 
known,  except  a  Medley  of  Frolics  be  admitted  to 
pafs  for  Complaifance  ;  and  unlefs  it  be  granted  that 
a  A'lan  cannot  be  a  tender  Lover,  without  being  a 
Fool  and  a  Madman. 

Let  Men  cry  up  the  Difcretion,  Gravity  and 
Conftancy  of  a  Spaniard  as  much  as  they  pleafe,  all 
thefe  pretended  Virtues  are  blended  with  fo  many 
ridiculous  Fellies,  that  unlefs  a  Man  is  accuftom'd 
to  them,  he  muft  look  upon  them  with  more  Con- 
tempt than  the  Saucinefs  and  Stupidity  of  the  French 
Petits  Maitres, 

*  The  Duena  is  a  fort  of  Governefs. 

lam 
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I  am  of  Opinion,  that  out  of  a  Spaniard  and  a 
Frerichman  too;ether  midit  be  form'd  a  tolerable 
Lover,  tho'  both  are  feldom  fo  when  they  are  in 
Love.  Be  it  as  it  will,  I  had  much  rather  fee  People 
always  laughing  and  giggling,  fmging,  dancing  and 
playing  the  Fool,  than  to  hear  them  continually 
groaning,  fighing,  wailing  and  lamenting.  Love  is 
an  Infant  which  is  nourifh'd  by  Sports  and  Paftimes  ; 
but  when  'tis  kept  under  Conftraint,  it  becomes 
fomewhat  gloomy  and  cruel.  And  we  often  find  in 
this  Country,  that  the  jealous  Temper  of  the  Spa- 
niards is  drove  by  Melanclioly  to  the  Commiffion  of 
furprizing  Outrages.  The  Women  themfelves  are 
guilty  of  this  Fault,  and  their  Paffion  renders  them 
capable  of  attempting  the  greateft  of  Crimes.  They 
are  as  jealous  as  the  Men  \  and  Love  in  Spain  is 
rather  a  horrible  Fury  than  an  agreeable  Pailioir, 
granted  to  Mortals  to  make  them  happy. 

Towards  the  Clofe  of  the  laft  Century,  the  Mar- 
quis d'  J/iorgas^  of  the  Family  of  Oforio^  Steward 
of  the  Queen's  Houfliold,  who  was  marry 'd  to  a 
Lady  that  was  extremely  jealous  of  him,  fell  in 
Love  with  an  amiable  young  Woman  that  was  a 
great  Beauty.  The  Marchionefs,  enragM  to  be  (o 
rivall'd,  refolv'd  to  be  reveng'd  on  her.  '  She  went 
'  therefore  to  the  Houfe  of  her  Hufband's  Miftrefs, 
^  with  a  good  Attendance,  kill'd  her,  tore  out  her 
'  Heart,  made  a  Ragou  of  it,  and  prefcnted  it  in 
'  the  Difti  to  her  Hufband,  who  had  no  fooner  eat 

*  of  it,  but  {he  afk'd  how  he  lik'd  it  ?   'Tis  very 

*  good,  faid  he  to  her.     I  don't  wonder  at  it,  faid 

*  Jhe ;   'tis  the  Heart  of  that  Miftrefs  whom  you  was 

*  fo  fond  of.     Immediately  fne  drew  out  her  Head 

*  all   bloody,  which  fhe   had  conceal'd  under   her 

*  Hoop,  and  roU'd  it  upon  the  Table  where  he  was 

*  fitting  with  his  Friends.     'Tis  eafy  to  judge  what 

*  a  (hocking  Sight  it  was  to  them.     She  fled  to  a 

*  Convent, 
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^  ConvGnt,  where  fhe  became  mad  with  Rage  and 

*  Jealoufy  ;  and  there  file  ended  her  Days  :  And  fo 

*  great  was  the  Affli6lion  of  the  unfortunate  Mar- 
'  quis,  that  it  had  like  to  have  drove  him  into 
'  Defpair  f/ 

A  Story  fo  furprizing  as  this  would  fcarce  meet 
with  Credit,  if  the  Perfons  whom  it  concerned  were 
not  known  to  all  Europe  ;  and  Pofterity  will  be 
aftonifli'd  to  fee  the  Fa(5l  fet  out  in  all  its  Circum- 
flanccs  by  the  Authors  of  this  Time.  Jealoufy  is 
the  Caufe  of  Murders  and  AiTaflinations  in  Spain 
every  Day.  They  don't  fcruple  to  make  ufeof  Poi' 
fon  to  get  rid  of  a  Rival  of  either  Sex ;  and  the  Wo- 
men arc  commonly  more  intemperate  tiian  the  Men 
in  a  Paflion  fo  dan2;crous. 

But  be  the  jealous  Temper  of  the  Spaniards  ever 
fo  violent,  'tis  not  fo  much  owing  to  the  Tender- 
nefs  of  lyovc's  Pa/Tion,  as  to  that  Vanity  and  Self- 
Conceit  which  forms  the  principal  Chara£):er  of  that 
Nation.  The  Italians  are  only  jealous  from  Confti- 
tution,  but  the  Spaniards  are  not  only  fo  conftitu- 
tionally,  but  from  Pride.  Were  they  to  love  their 
Wives  and  MifiirefTes  but  indifferently,  they  would 
not  hate  their  Rivals  the  lefs ;  it  being  an  Unpar- 
donable Crime  with  them  to  be  told  that  any  body 
is  more  deferving  than  themfelves  :  For  a  Rival  is 
always  guilty  by  being  preferr'd,  and  a  Miftrefs  by 
granting  fuch  Preference. 

Were  I  to  make  my  Choice,  dear  Monceca^  among 
the  fair  Sex,  I  fliould  wifh  her  to  have  the  Sprightli- 
ncfs  of  the  Spanijh  Lady,  the  Gaiety  of  the  Italian^ 
and  the  Freedom  of  the  French.  I'hefe  Qiialities 
united  would  abforb  what  there  is  too  much  of  in 
CHie.     I  look  upon  Love  to  be  like  Tartar  Emeik  : 

f  Memoirs  of  the   Court  of  Spain^  ^V.    ^9tn.    I. 

'Tis 
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Tis  a  Poifon  in  its  own  Nature,  but  may  be  fo 
alleviated  as  to  be  render'd  ufeful.  Happy  thofe 
Lovers  who  know  the  juft  Preparation  of  this  agree- 
able Remedy! 

They  who  are  in  Love  in  this  Country  have  a 
great  Advantage  by  virtue  of  the  Decifions  of  an 
AfTembly  of  the  Na-zarene  Pontiffs,  which  was  held 
near  200  Years  ago  *.  They  may  marry  without 
the  Confent  of  their  Parents,  which  is  a  Pra-flice 
dired^ly  contrary  to  the  Laws  and  Cuiloms  of 
France.  Confequently  the  Fathers  in  this  Country 
are  never  fure  who  v/ill  be  the  Hu (bands  of  their 
Daughters ;  for  there  are  feveral  who  go  with  their 
Lover  to  a  Priefl,  where  they  receive  the  Nuptial 
Benedidion,  and  are  marry 'd  in  fpite  of  their  Fa- 
milies, who  cannot  anfwer  to  maltreat  them,  or 
hinder  them  from  living  with  the  Man  they  have 
chofe  for  their  Hufband. 

The  AfTembly  of  the  Nazarene  Pontiffs,  which 
decided  that  the  Confent  of  the  Father  was  not  ne- 
ceffary  to  Marriage,  went  upon  the  Principle  that 
fuch  Union  only  confifted  in  the  free  and  voluntary 
Confent  of  the  two  Parties  f .  It  forbid  the  dif- 
folving  of  Marriages,  as  is  the  Practice  in  France^ 
and  declared  for  a  literal  Adherence  to  the  Maxim 
of  their  fovereign  Legiflator,  which  commands  them 
not  to  put  afunder,  on  any  Pretence  whatfoever, 
thofe  whom  God  had  join'd  together  §.  And  to 
the  End  that  this  Law  might  be  ftridly  obferv'd, 
the  fame  AfTembly  pronounc'd  an  Anathema,  not 
only  agalnft  the  Secular  Judges,    who  fnould  take- 

*  The  Council  of  Trent. 

f  Matrimonium  eft  Confenfus  Fartium  liber  et  volun- 
tarius.     Council  of'Trent. 

§  Quod  ergo  Deus  conjunxit.   Homo   nou  fcparer, 
Maft.b.  xixTO. 

Cogni- 
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Cognizancfe  of  the  Incidents  and  Dlfpiites  that  might 
arife  concerning  the  Celebration  of  Marriages,  but 
iilfo  againft  thofe  who  {hould  prefume  to  think  that 
fuch  Matters  arc  not  cognizable  by  the  Ecclefiafti- 
cal  Judges  *. 

What's  pretty  odd  is,  that  feveral  of  the  Decrees 
of  this  Aflembly,  upon  which  the  Faith  of  the  Na- 
rarenes  in  Spain  is  founded,  are  not  at  all  admitted 
in  France.  The  Parliaments  have  eflablifh'd  a  Di- 
ftindtion  between  Faith  and  Difcipline.  They  have 
afTerted,  that  this  Aflembly  could  not  decide  Matters 
that  were  not  within  its  Jurifdidlion,  and  much  lefs 
could  they  do  it  in  fuch  a  way  as  is  directly  contrary 
to  the  Privi]e2;es  of  the  French  Nation.  Its  Tribu- 
nals,  therefore,  as  thou  knowcft,  diflx)lve  a  great 
many  Marriages,  and  declare  them  void,  when  they 
have  been  concluded  againft  the  Laws  and  Regula- 
tions of  the  Kingdom. 

There  is  nothing  fo  prudent  as  the  Care  of  the 
Parliaments  to  maintain  their  own  Prerogatives, 
thofe  of  the  temporal  Judges,  and  thofe  which  Pa- 
rents ought  to  have  over  their  Children.  How 
many  Diforders  are  the  Ccnfequence  of  that  In- 
dulgence which  is  imprudently  granted  to  the  latter, 
of  marrying  without  theConfent  of  their  Superiors? 
Is  it  not  paving  the  Way  to  Confufion  and  Difturb- 
ance  ?  Is  it  not  fetting  the  Sons  of  a  Family  free 
from  that  SubmifTion  which  they  owe  to  thofe  who 
brought  them  into  the  World,  and  which  has  been 
fo  ftrongly  recommended  to  all  the  Antients?  'Tis 
one  of  God's  exprefs  Commandments  in  his  Law. 
'Tis  impoflible  for  Children  that  fear  and  honour 
their  Parents,  to  difpofe  of  their  own  Perfons  with- 

*  Si  quis  dixerit  Caufas  Matrimoniales  non  ad  Judi- 
ces  Ecclefiafticcs  pertinere,  AnathcBil^  fit,  Qoundl  of 
Trent. 

out 
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out  their  Parents  Confent ;  and  'tis  plainly  neglect- 
ing to  take  their  Advice  in  the  mofl  important 
Action  of  Life. 

The  Cuftom  which  permits  the  Sons  of  a  Family 
to  fettle  themfelves,without  confulting  their  Parents, 
is  not  only  contrary  to  the  Law  of  Nature,  but  is 
alfo  intirely  deflrudlive  of  the  Harmony  of  Civil 
Society.  It  is  the  Caufe  of  Unions  and  Marriages 
the  moft  extraordinary  and  moll  difproportion'd. 
What  Evil  is  there  that  may  not  be  apprehended 
from  a  Law  that  permits  young  People,  carry 'd 
away  by  the  P'ury  of  their  Paffions,  to  gratify  thofe 
fame  Pafiions,  and  to  follow  wherefoever  they  lead 
them  ?  We  every  Day  fee  Perfons  that  are  advanc'd 
in  Years,  running  into  prodigious  Errors,  and  making 
Settlements  which  difgrace  or  ruin  them.  What 
will  not  thofe  do,  therefore,  who  are  drawn  afide  by 
the  Violence  of  their  Conftitution,  and  have  nei- 
ther the  Experience  nor  the  Knowledge  of  older 
Men? 

Yet  none  of  thefe  Reafons  could  prevail  with  the 
Spaniards  to  ufe  the  wife  Precaution  of  the  French-, 
for  without  DiftinCtion  and  without  Referve,  they 
receive  the  Decrees  of  that  Pontifical  AfTembly, 
which  the  others  rejeCled  in  Affairs  of  Difcipline. 
And  fuch  extraordinary  Adventurer  happen  every 
Day  in  this  Country,  that  they  convince  the  Spa- 
niards in  fpite  of  their  Prejudice  and  Superftition, 
that  the  French  have  acled  very  difcrectly,  in  fetting 
Bounds  to  the  Licentioufnefs  of  the  Youth,  and 
confining  the  Cognizance  of  all  Matters  relating  to 
Civil  Society,  to  the  Secular  Judges. 

One  very  often  fees  young  Ladies  of  DiflincSlion 
marry'd  to  Clowns,  or  the  domeflic  Servants  of 
their  Fathers  j  and  young  Men  of  Quality  not 
aiham'd  to  match  with  the  Daughters  of  the  Dregs 

of 


Let,  ii6.    The  Jewish  Spy,  287 

<jf  the  People.  IVeh^e  or  fourteen  Years  ago,  the 
Daughter  of  a  Governor  of  Catalonia  *  was  marryM 
privately  to  a  Man  not  worth  a  Groat,  who  had 
been  her  Father's  Pao-c.  And  ilie  Governor  could 
not  only  never  obtain  the  DifTolution  of  fo  unequal 
a  Marriage,  but  was  even  oblig'd  to  let  his  Daughter 
go  away  with  his  Hufband. 

Thou  wilt  confefs,  dear  Monceca^  that  this  fort 
of  Condu61:  is  what  abiblutely  ruins  that  good  Or- 
der which  ought  to  prevail  in  a  State  ■■,  and  that  the 
introducing  fuch  pernicious  Maxims  into  a  Govern- 
ment is  enough  to  overthrow  it.  It  muft  be  con- 
fefs'd,  however,  that  there  is  not  fo  much  Danger  of 
'em  in  Spain  as  there  would  be  in  another  Country, 
the  Pride  and  Vanity  of  this  Nation  being  a  very 
great  Hindrance  to  unequal  Marriages.  The  haughty 
and  difdainful  Don  Diego's^  and  Don  Rodrigo^s^  are 
not  fo  ready  to  defcend  from  their  Rank  ;  and  they 
muft  be  defperately  in  Love  to  proceed  to  fuch  an 
Extremity. 

The  Women  are  not  fo  fcrupulous  ;  confequently 
we  find  many  more  fuch  difproportion'd  Matches 
on  their  Part  than  on  the  Mens  Side ;  for  they  have 
not  fo  x'auch  Power  to  refift  as  the  Men  have,  tho' 
they  are  every  whit  as  proud,  this  biding  a  Foible 
common  to  every  thing  that  breathes  in  this  Coun- 
trv.  Even  Foreigners,  after  fome  Stay  here,  con- 
trail: this  ill  Habit ;  and  we  fee  Frenchmen  here  tliat 
sftecl  a  grave  fcdate  Air,  that  walk  with  ilifF  and 
folemn  Pace,  and  endeavour  to  fpeak  little  and  fen- 
tentioufly :  They  are  even  more  ridiculous  than 
the  Spaniards  ;  and  I  can't  conclude  my  Letter  fo 
well  as  by  applying  to  them  this  notable  Paffage 
out  of  one  of  the  moft  celebrated  French  Writers : 

*  The  Count  de  MoTjtemcii, 

Gravity 
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Gravity  is  a  Myftery  of  the  Body^  i^ivented  to  conceal 
the  Defeats  of  the  Mind  f. 

Farewell,  dear  Monceca ;  live  content  and  happy  ; 
and  may  the  God  of  our  Fathers  crown  thee  with 
his  Benefits  ? 


LETTER     CXVII. 

From  Aaron  Mon  c  e  c  a,  at  Hamburg, 
to  Isaac  Onis,    a  Caraite,   in  Egypt, 
formerly  a  Rabbi  at   Conftantinople. 

Dear  Isaac, 
T  Have  been  arrived  for  fome  Days  paft  at  Ham- 
^  hurg^  which  is  reckon'd  one  of  the  richefl  Cities 
in  Gerinany.  A  great  many  Merchants  from  all  the 
Nations  of  Europe  uock  to  It  for  the  fake  of  Com- 
merce. The  River  Elbe^  is  a  very  great  Ornament 
to  it ;  and  'tis  navigable  by  Ships  to  the  very  Ram- 
parts of  the  City. 

Hamburg  is  very  well  built,  and  full  of  very  fine 
Houfes.  Here  are  feveral  magnificent  Walks  ;  and 
the  Beauty  of  the  public  Stru6lures  is  anfwerable  to 
the  Wealth  of  its  pri^^ate  Inhabitants.  The  Magi- 
ftrates  have  the  Government  of  Aff^airs  Political  and 
Civil,  and  reprefent  the  Sovereign.  This  Is  one  of 
thofe  they  call  Imperial  Cities.  It  has  the  Prerogative 
of  keeping  their  own  Guard,  and  of  coining  Money; 
jind  for  making  a  certain  Acknowledgment  to  the 

•{■  La  Rocbefouciult* 

Empercr, ' 
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Emperor,  it  enjoys  all  the  Privileges  of  a  free  and 
independent  Republic. 

Of  this  Clafs  of  Cities  there's  a  confiderable  Num- 
ber, which  are  all  very  Jealous  of  their  Priv^ileges, 
and  form  as  many  petty  Republics.  Their  Terri- 
tories, fmali  as  they  are,  are  bigger  than  thofe  of  a 
great  many  Sovereigns  that  we  fee  in  Germany^ 
which  Country  alone  contains  more  Courts  than 
all  the  reft  of  Europe  together  ;  fo  that  a  Traveller 
often  pafles  through  five  or  fix  different  Dominions 
in  a  Day.  As  diminutive  as  thefc  Princes  are,  yet 
thev  have  feveral  Gentlemen  that  attend  them  in  the 
Quality  of  Courtiers  ;  but  they  don't  coil:  them 
much  ;  for  the  greatcft  Expence  of  thefe  Mimics 
t)f  Sovereigns  confifts  in  the  Table  they  keep, 
which  commonly  licks  up  two  Thirds  of  their  Re- 
venues, 

There  are  as  many  Highnrjps  m  Germany  as 
there  are  Excellencies  in  Brabant  :  But  the  German 
Highneffes  ha^'e  a  confiderable  Advantage  over  the 
Flcmijh  Excellencies  ;  for  they  have  the  fad  Prero- 
gative of  tormenting  the  Inhabitants  of  two  or  three 
Villages,  and  they  can  even  hang  them  up,  if  they 
have  a  Fancy  for  it  ;  whereas  the  Excellencies  of 
Elandcrs  and  Brabant  are  but  mere  Gentlemen, 
who  have  no  more  Power  over  their  Vaflals  than 
what  the  Gentry  commonly  have  in  all  Countries. 
It  were,  to  be  wifh'd,  for  the  Happinefs  and  Tran- 
quility of  Germany^  that  all  thofe  petty  Sovereigns 
were  reduc'd  by  the  Emperor,  to  the  fame  Pafs  that 
the  Kings  of  France  have  reduc'd  the  Swarm  of  little 
Tyrants  that  were  heretofore  in  their  Dominions. 

To  live  happy  in  Germany  is  to  refide  in  fome 
Imperial  City,  or  in  the  Dominions  of  the  Elcdlors, 
who  are  as  powerful,  and  even  as  formidable,  as 
thofe  that  I  have  mentioned  to  thee  are  weak  and 
inconfiderable.  There  are  feveral  of  the  Electors 
Vol.  hi.  O  wiiyfc 
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whofc  Courts  are  nothing  inferior  to  thofe  of  Kings, 
and  every  thing  about  them  flrongly  denotes  Gran- 
deur and  Magnificence. 

Denmark  pretends  to  have  Prerogatives  over  the 
City  of  Hamburgh  which  has  had  frequent  Difputes 
Vv'ith  that  Crown,  an<l  would,  perhaps,  have  much 
iido  to  maintain  their  Rights,  if  the  Empire  was  not 
oblig'd  toprote6l  it  as  an  Imperial  City,  and  did  not 
oppofe  the  Undertakings  of  that  Crown  againft  it. 

The  Burghers  and  the  Merchants  of  this  City  are 
very  polite.  Their  Attachment  to  Commerce  does 
DoX.  take  them  off  from  the  Duties  of  the  Gentleman. 
They  love,  and  even  cultivate  the  Arts  and  Sciences, 
and  feveral  of  them  read  good  Books  to  unbend  them- 
felves  from  their  Bufinefs.  There  are  many  Libra- 
ries here  well  chofe.  The  greateft  Poet  that  Ger- 
many  ever  produc'd  was  a  Ha?nburger.  Many  People 
fay  that  Brocks  may  be  compar'd  with  the  moft  ex- 
cellent of  the  French  Poets  ;  but  I  kwow  not  whe- 
ther this  is  not  carrying  the  Point  a  little  too  far. 
What  I  wrote  to  thee  from  Berlin  muft  have  come  to 
thy  Hand  by  this  time,  about  German  Poetry  :  I  have 
not  yet  chang'd  my  Opinion,  and  I  don't  allow  the 
Germans  the  fame  Rank  in  Poetry  as  in  the  Civil 
Law  and  Philofophy.  Every  Nation  has  its  pecu- 
liar Talents.  Heaven  would  have  been  unjufl  in  its 
Diflrributions,  if,  after  having  granted  a  Puffendorf 
and  a  Leibnitz  to  the  Germans^  it  had  alfo  produc'd 
a  Mali  ere  and  a  Boileau  among  them. 

As  to  Leibnitz  I  have  heard  a  particular  Anecdote 
of  him  in  this  Country.  That  illuftrious  Philofo- 
pher  had  a  Baflard,  whom  he  employ *d  as  his  Clerk, 
and  in  whom  he  plac'd  great  Confidence.  His  Name 
was  JFilliam  Dinniger.  Des  Cartes  had  alfo  a  Daugh- 
ter bv  his  Millrefs  callM  Francina^  whom  he  had  not 
the  Satisfa6tion  to  bring  up  ;  for  fhe  dy'd  young,  and 
he  lamented  the  Lofs  of  her  very  much,    I  am  not 

fcan- 


Let,  117.  The  Jev/ish  Spr.  291 

fcandalizM,  dear  Ifaac^  when  I  fee  the  greateft  of 
Men  liable  to  little  Failings  ;  for,  as  they  are 
Men,  'tis  but  natural  that  they  have  a  Trial  of 
every  thing  that  appertains  to  the  human  Nature.  I 
refpe<5l  even  the  Fruit  and  IfTue  of  their  Frailty  : 
The  Baftard  of  Leibnitz,  if  he  had  but  refembled 
his  Father,  would  have  been  more  dear  to  me  than 
the  lawful  Son  of  a  German  Prince,  who  has  no- 
thing to  boaft  but  his  Dcfcent.  Nay,  I  believe 
I  fhould  have  prcferr'd  the  Philofopher's  Baftard  to 
the  Prince  himfclf,  if  he  had  had  as  much  Learnino-, 
and  as  many  good  Qualities,  as  his  Father. 

This  is  not  my  private  Opinion  only,  for  it  has 
been  maintained  by  a  great  man/  ingenious  Men. 
'  Not  long  ago,  faid  a  French  Writer  f ,  this  trite 
'  frivolous  Qu  eft  ion  was  propofcd  in  a  celebrated 
'  Company,  viz.  Which  was  the  greateft  Man  in 
<  the  World,  Oct  far,  Alexander,  Tamerlane,  Crom- 
'  wel  ?  &c.  One  of  them  made  anfvvcr  Sir  Jfaa: 
*-  Newton  was  undoubtedly  the  greateft  Man.  His 
'   Aflertion  was  juft  ;  for  if  true  Grcatnefs  confifts 

*  in  having  rcceiv'd  a  prodigious  Genius  from  Hea- 
'  ven,  and  making  ufeof  it  to  enlighten  his  own  and 
'  others  Underftandings,  fuch  a  l\lan  as  Sir  Ifaac 
'  Nezvton,  who  is  hardly  to  be  found  in  ten  Cen- 
'  turies,  is  really  that  great  Man  ;  and  thofe  Politi- 
'  cians,  thofe  Conquerors,  of  which  there  have  been 

*  fomc  in  all  Ages,  are  commonly  but  ilhiftrioui 
«  wicked  Men.* 

Thcfe  few  Words,  dear  Ifa-ac,  are  To  complete  a 
Panegyric  upon  Learning,  and  the  good  Ufc  of  it, 
that  nothing  can  be  added  to  it.  What  is  it  to  me, 
a  Native  of  France,  England  or  Holla7id,  that  a 
Piinze  of  Germany  has  a  fplcndid  Court,  that  he 
keeps    a   good    Table,    that  he   has    a   numerous, 

'    f  VQltaire\  Letters  concerning  the  ErgUJJ?,  p.  79. 

O  %  1  tai:i 
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Train  of  Domeftics  and  Courtiers  ?  What  am  I 
the  better  for  it  ?  And  what  Advantage  is  it  to 
Europe  ? 

Of  what  Service  is  it  to  Society  for  Princes  to 
give  fonie  of  their  Favourites  fuch  vail  Prefents  as 
fn title  them  to  the  Charadler  of  being  generous  ? 

How  many  Calamities  are  owing  to  the  vain 
Ambition  of  fome  Sovereigns,  who  are  for  enlarg- 
ing their  Dominions,  and  invading  thofe  of  their 
Nei2;hbours  ?  How  many  wretched  Mortals  has  it 
not^condemn'd  to  Death  ?  How  many  Vidlims 
has  it  not  facrific'd  to  Envy  and  Jealoufy  ?  How 
many  Men  have  there  not  been  ruinM  purely  that 
one  Man  might  have  the  arrogant  Title  of  Conquer- 
or ?  What  Madnefs  is  it  therefore,  to  beftow  the 
Name  of  Great  upon  a  Mortal,  born  to  make  all  his 
Subjects  miferable  ? 

A  Sovereign  cannot  come  up  to  the  Glory  of  a 
Newto?iy  or  fuch  other  Philofopher  of  equal  Repu- 
tation, but  by  renderinghimfeif  the  Father  of  his 
people,  and  procuring  them  all  the  Felicities  that  are 
in  his  Power  :  He  then  becomes  ufeful  to  Mankind, 
and  imitates  the  Philofopher.  The  Prince  and  the 
Scholar  are  equal  in  Merit  ;  the  one  informs  the 
Underflanding,  and  improves  the  Judgment ;  and 
the  other  procures  and  maintains  the  Tranquility 
which  is  fo  neceffary  to  the  Welfare  of  Society,  and 
the  Advancement  of  the  Sciences. 

The  Magiftrates  of  Hamburg  endeavour  by  their 
wife  Conduct  to  put  thefe  Precepts  in  Pradice. 
They  make  it  their  Bufmefs  to  encourage  all  the 
Arts  which  they  think  may  contribute  to  render  the 
People  eafy  ;  and,  as  moft  of  them  have  travelled  in 
then:  Youth,  they  make  ufe  of  what  they  have  feen 
of  moft  Advantage  in  foreign  Countries,  and  appro-. 
priate  it  to  their  own. 
^  AU 
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All  the  Germans  in  general  are  great  Travellers  ; 
but  there  are  many  who  know  not  how  to  make  To 
good  a  Ufe  of  their  Travels  as  the  Hamburgers.  One 
Half  of  the  Barons,  and  petty  Gentry,  that  travel  into 
divers  Parts  of  Europe^  only  bring  home  the  Names 
of  what  Towns  they  faw.  'Tis  enough  for  them 
that  they  fpent  a  good  deal  of  Money  at  Paris., 
Rome^  Aladrtd^  or  London  ;  but  at  their  Return 
home  they  find  Ways  and  Means  to  make  their  un- 
fortunate VafTals  replace  the  Money  they  have 
fooliflily  fquander'd.  Woe  be  to  the  poor  Germans^ 
when  their  Gentry  at  Paris  happen  to  fall  inta 
the  Hands  of  any  of  the  Women  at  the  Opera  \ 
Every  Jewel,  every  Prefent,  in  fhort,  beflow'd  upon 
the  greedy  Miflrefs,  does  them  as  much  Prejudice 
as  the  Hail  does,  when  it  beats  down  their  Fruits  in 
the  Country. 

The  meaner  Sort  of  People  at  Hamburg  are  not 
at  all  afraid  of  thofc  Misfortunes.  Hieir  Freedcna 
infures  their  Tranquility.  This  is  all  that  they  work 
for,  and  they  are  not  afraid  of  being  oblig'd  to  pay 
for  the  Follies  of  a  young  Blockhead.  It  v^'ere  to  be 
wifli'd,  that  being  content  and  fatisfy'd  with  theirPri- 
vileges,  they  were  fo  prudent  as  not  to  abufe  them  ; 
and  that  they  would  keep  within  the  Bounds  of  a 
wife  Subjedion  to  their  Magiftrates.  But  they 
make  an  ill  Ufe  of  their  Liberty,  and  nothino-  is  fo 
infolent  as  the  Populace  of  Hatnburg.  They  arc- 
often  wanting  in  their  Obedience  due  to  the  Ma- 
giftrates,  whom  they  own  to  be  vefted  with  the 
fovereign  Power  ;  and  the  faid  Adagiftrates  have 
enough  to  do  to  prevent  Diftuibanccs  from  a  People 
always  ready  to  mutiny. 

The  City  of  Hamburg  has  a  dangerous  Rival  in  \t- 
Neighbourhood,  viz.  Altena,  that  riles  infcnfihlv^ 
and  becomes  every  Day  more  and  more  confider- 
able     There's  a  very  great  Jealoufy  between  the 

O  3  Inha- 
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Inhabitants  of  the  two  Towns  ;  and  fo  far  is  it 
from  being  like  to  diminini,  that  it  will  rather 
increafe  as  long  as  Altena  continues  to  aggrandize 
itfelf. 

The  Hamburgers^  as  well  as  all  the  Germans^ 
love  good  Chear.  If  we  may  take  Alcntaigne's 
Word  for  it  ;  The  Germans  drin^  ahnoji  indiffe- 
rently of  oil  fVines  with  Pleafure^  their  Bvjinefs 
being  to  fiv allow ^  more  than  to  tafte.  To  drink  after 
the  French  Fajhion  at  the  two  Meals ^  and  then  hut 
moderately^  is  to  be  too  abjlcmicus  in  the  Ufe  of  the 
Favours  of  the  God  of  Wine.  There  is  ?nore  Time  and 
Con  flan  cy  required  than  that  comes  to  \, 

Since  Montaigne'^  Time  there's  a  new  Face  of 
Things  in  Germany,  1  hey  drink  ftill  there  j  but 
fo  far  are  they  from  elleeming  Drunken  nefs  as  a 
Virtue,  that  they  are  almoft  ready  to  cenfure  it  as  a 
Vice  *■.  Formerly  there  was  a  Neceflity  ©f  drink- 
ing to  Excefs,  or  a  Man  was  look'd  upon  with 
Contempt.  But  now,  even  at  Feafls  every  body 
is  left  at  Liberty  to  drink  as  much  or  as  litt}e  as 
they  pleafe.  The  Women  of  Quality  drink  very 
jit  tie  Vv'jne  ;  and  many  of  the  German  Women 
are  very  fober,  comparM  to  the  French  Women. 
After  this,  it  can  be  no  longer  doubted,  that  the 
moft  antient  Cuftoms  are  chang'd  by  Time  ; 
jind  when  a  Man  refledls  how  the  Germans  are  come 
ofr  from  their  Drunkennefs,  he  will  not  think  it 
impoiTible  for  the  Jefuits  to  be  cur'd  of  their  Am- 
bition. Nothing  lefs  than  fo  convincing  an  In- 
ftance  could  give  any  Hopes  of  a  Converfion  fo 
unexpedled. 

•j-  Montaigne\  Eflays,  lib.  ii.   cap.  2. 

*  This  only  refers  to  the  Men  of  Quality  and  the 
Burghers  ;  for  as  to  the  common  People,  they  drink  now 
as  liberally  as  they  did  in  Montaigne'^  Time. 

There 


Let.  11/.    716^  Jewish  S FY.         i^f 

There  is  fometimes  a  Company  of  French  Come- 
dians at  Hamburgh  as  there  is  alfo  in  moft  oF  the 
Courts  of  Germany,  I  applaud  their  Judgment  in 
this  Point  ;  for  I  really  tJiink  the  French  Theatre 
the  moft  perfect  in  Europe.  In  all  the  Countries 
thro'  which  I  ever  travell'd,  and  in  which  a  good 
T'alle  prevaiPd,  I  never  mlfs'd  feeing  a  French  Co- 
medy, and  an  Italian  Opera.  This  fcems  to  fix  the 
Merit  of  the  Theatres  of  thefe  two  Nations. 

There's  a  German  Opera  in  this  City,  the  Muiic 
of  which  is  in  the  Italian  Tafte.  The  Maifcrs  that 
compofe  the  Pieces  that  are  play'd  here,  were  a 
long  time  at  Rome  ;  but  the  German  Words  have  not 
that  foft  Cadence  which  is  To  neccfl'ary  to  harmonize 
with  Mufic  :  Nor  do  the  A6lors  come  near  to  the 
Perfe6lion  of  the  Italian  Vlnuoii  ;  they  have  neither 
their  Tafte  nor  their  Voice.  Yet  the  German  Opera 
is  pleafing  to  all  Pcrfons  that  only  attend  to  the 
Goodnefs  of  the  Mufic. 

Farewell,  dear  IJaac,  live  content  and  happy  ; 
and  may  the  God  of  our  Fathers  crown  thee  with 
Wealth  and  Profperity  !  I  (hall  take  the  fit  ft  Op- 
portunity to  depart  for  Lmdcn, 


O4  LETTER 
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LETTER     CXVin. 

From   Jacob    Brito,     at    Madrid,    to 
Aaron  MoNCECA,  at  Hamburg. 

^KIS  is  like  to  be  the  laft  Letter  that  I  fliall 
-*-  write  to  thee  from  Madrid  5  for  I  am  prepar- 
ing to  fet  out  forthwith  for  Li/hon  :  Mean  time 
^he  Bufmefs  I  had  in  this  City  being  intirely  finifh'd, 
I  amufe  myfelf  with  running  over  the  Libraries  of 
the  rich  private  Men,  and  of  the  Convents,  which 
lealiy  arc  fo  poorly  furnifh'd,  and  with  fuch  a  bad 
Sortment  of  Books,  that  I  am  but  litde  the  better 
for  it  ;  there  being  hardly  any  befides  fome  Books 
of  Divinity,  Poetry,  and  Store  of  Romances.  There's- 
none  of  thofe  Books  to  be  feen  here  that  have  reftorM 
Good-fenfe  to  the  World,  and  fhev/n  the  Under- 
ftanding  how  to  make  ufe  of  the  Liglit  of  Nature. 
Inftead  of  Newton^  Des  Cartes^  Gajfendiy  Locke^ 
Baylcy  Mallehranche^  &c.  here  are  a  great  many 
School  Philofophers,  whofe  Writings  are  but  Com- 
pilations, as  voluminous  as  they  are  indigefted,  of 
the  flrangeft  Vifions. 

Sound  Philofophy  is  wliat  they  know  nothing  of 
in  Spain,  The  Inquifition,  its  moft  mortal  Enemy, 
perfecutes  every  Perfon  that  offers  to  enlighten  Man- 
kind. It  is  fo  much  the  Intereft  of  that  Court  to 
keep  them  in  their  Blindnefs,  that  it  is  fure  to  pu- 
nifh  thofe  who  attempt  to  clear  the  Mift  that  is  before 
their  Eyes.  The  Spaniards  are  indeed  permitted  to 
difcharge  ail  the  animal  Funclions  3  but  they  are 

exprefly 
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exprefly  forbid  to  Think.  Every  Man  that  prefumes 
to  broach  the  leafl:  Sentiment  which  is  not  to  the 
Tafte  of  the  Monks,  is  inhumanly  made  a  Prifoner 
for  Life.  The  unfortunate  Galileo^  at  the  Age  of 
fourfcore,  groaned  in  the  Prifons  of  the  Inquifition, 
for  having  demonflrated  a  Thing  of  which  every 
true  Philofopher  is  now  fuily  perfuaded  '*.  There 
was  a  Time  when  all  the  Nazarcne  Pontiffs  declar*d 
thofe  to  be  Heretics  who  maintained  that  there  were 
Antipodes,  Poor  Virgil-,  the  Bifhop  of  Saltxbiirg^ 
was  not  he  formerly  pcrfecuted  by  Pope  ZacJjary 
anil  the  Archbifliop  Boniface,  for  prefuming  to  fup- 
port  that  abominable  Error  ?  But  fomewhat  more 
than  two  Centuries  ago,  Chriftopher  Columbus  happily 
cleared  up  the  Point. 

The  Spani/J)  Libraries  are  fcarce  any  better  fur^ 
nifli'd  with  modern  Hiftorians  than  they  are  with  Phi- 
lofophers.  A  Writer  is  oblig'd  to  accommodate  him- 
felf  to  the  Superllition  of  the  Country.  Thou  plainly 
pcrceiveft  that  the  Truth  of  Hiftory  cannot  appear 
in  a  State  where  the  Writers  are  oblig'd  not  only  to 
commend  the  moft  c^lious  Actions  of  the  Moiiks, 
but  alfo  intirely  to  omit  v/hat  might  give  them  Of- 
fence. They  have  however  fome  Hillorians  of  their 
own  Nation  that  deferve  the  Eftcem  of  good  Judges  j 
but  of  thefe  there  are  very  few. 

Anthony  de  Sclis,  Author  of  The  Hi  (lory  of  the 
Ccnqueft  ^Mexico.,  is  one  of  the  Chief.  It  would 
have  been  a  Piece  not  inferior  to  the  Hiftorics  of 
Tacitus^  Salujl,  and  Titus  Livy,  if  he  had  but  left 
out  the  great  Number  of  Miracles  which  he  has 
ftuff'd  it  with,  and  which  he  pretends  were  opcr 
rated  in  favour  of  Ferdinando  Cortes  and  his  Compa- 
nions, who  were  neverthelefs  the  greateft  Rafcals  1p. 
the  V/orld  ;  and  if  he  had  not  too  often  magnity'd 

*  The  Motion  of  the  Eartlh 

O5.  Thing 
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Things  In  their  Favour.  He  fpeaks  with  a  great  Air 
of  Truth,  of  a  certain  Monument  that  was  co- 
vered, for  feveral  Days,  with  a  miraculous  Cloud  *  ; 
and  notwithftanding  he  had  fuch  a  Genius,  he  could 
not  divejft  himfelf  of  the  Prejudices  of  his  Country, 
nor  help  giving  too  much  credit  to  Monkifh  Super- 
flition. 

Sandoval  is  another  pretty  good  Author  ;  but  he 
had  neither  the  Genius  nor  the  Merit  of  Solis,  He 
h  not  near  fo  exa£l,  and  far  more  fuperftitious. 
For  Inftance  ;  he  gives  a  long  Detail  of  the  Miracles 
that  happened  when  Charles  V.  gain'd  a  Vidlory  over 
the  Protefi:ants  of  Germany  ;  and  tells  an  abfurd  ri- 
dicuious  Story  as  a  Fa6t  known  by  all  Europe  to  be 
true.  He  gravely  affirms,  That  during  the  Battle, 
the  Sun  appeared  red  as  Blood,  not  only  over  all 
'Ger?nany^  but  alfo  in  France  and  Italy.  It  were  to 
be  wifh'd,  for  his  fake,  and  for  the  Dignity  of  the 
Hiflory  which  he  wrote,  that  he  bad  fpoke  as  ludi- 
crouily  of  this  Fable  as  the  Duke  of  Alva  did, 
when  He7iry  il.  King  of  France  aik'd  him  for  an 
Account  of  this  pretended  Miracle  at  Paris  :  Par- 
don 7ne^  Sir,  faid  that  prudent  General  to  him.  If  I 
6m  not  able  to  fatisfy  your  Curiofity  :  I  vjas  really  fo 
much  taken  up  that  Day  with  what  was  doing  upon 
Earth,  that  I  had  not  Leifure  to  conftder  ivhat  pafi'd 
in  Heaven. 

l>iat  fame  Duke  of  ^^/^.j?,  during  the  Revolt  in 
the  Netherlands,  had  fent  his  Son  to  lay  Siege  to 
Haerlem  :  But  the  Son  met  with  fxich  Difficulties  in 
it,  that  defpairing  of  being  ever  able  to  take  it,  he 
wrote  to  his  Father,  that  he  queftionM  v/hether  he 
could  execute  his  Orders.  Upon  this,  the  Duke  re- 
iurnd  for  Anfzcer  to  him  \  *  I  order  you  to  make 

*  'I'was  a  Crofs  €re<^ed  by  the  Soldiers  pf  Terdinando 
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'  yourfelf  Mailer  of  Haerlem.  If  you  will  not  obey 
'  me,  I  will  go  myfelf,  gouty  as  I  am,  and  conti- 

*  nue  the  Siege.     If  my  Diftemper  difables  me  from 

*  Adtion,  I  will  fend  to  Spain  for  Donna  Innes^  your 

*  Mother  and  my  Wife,  to  come  and  make  herfelf 

*  Miftrefs  of  Haerlem:  And  I  will  never  fufFcr  that 

*  a  Tower  attack'd  by  my  Son,  ftiall  be  taken  by 
'  any  but  him  or  his  Parents/  Thefe  two  Pa(- 
fages  relating  to  the  Duke  of  Alva^  have  made  me 
drop  the  .';««//^  Hiftorians ;  but  I  now  return  to 
them. 

Anthony  de  Herrera  is  one  of  the  befl  of  them ; 
and  he  has  given  us  2. good  Hijlory  c'/' America.  The 
Spaniards  have  done  what  they  could  to  hipprefs  it, 
becaufe  they  don't  like  his  plain  Account  of  the 
horrid  Cruelties  which  they  fo  inhumanly  exercifcd 
in  the  new  World.  Den  Bartholomew  de  las  Ca/hi, 
another  of  their  Hiftorians,  has  done  the  fame  thing  i 
for  which  he  is  the  more  to  be  clteem'd,  as  he  was 
not  only  an  Ecclefiaftic,  but  a  PViar,  and  becaufe, 
notwithftan  ling  thefe  two  Chara<5lers,  fo  much  to 
the  Difadvantage  cf  Hifrorv,  he  has  courageouily  got 
the  better  of  that  cruel  Preiudicc  of  the  Men  of 
thofe  two  Orders  againft  all  who  have  the  Misfor- 
tune not  to  think  as  they  do.  The  Sincerity  of  thefe 
two  candid  Spaniards  hzs  rcnder'd  their  Works  very 
fcarce;  but  they  arc  tranflated  into  feveral  Lan- 
guages. 

Mariana  the  Jefuit  has  wrote  a  very  good  Hiftory 
c^  Spain;  which  he  compos'd  at  firil  in  Laiin^  and 
afterwards  tranilated  into  Spanijh^  but  without  keep- 
ins;  too  fervilelv  to  his  Original.  This  is  one  of  the 
beft  Works  of  the  kind  that  thefe  Times  have  pro- 
duc'd.  There's  the  fameMajeftv  in  it  from  the  Be- 
ginning to  the  End.  In  thofe  fine  PafTages  which 
furnilh  the  Author  with  ample  Matter  to  difplay  his 
Eloquence,  he  Xi^s^  is  too  lavifn  cf  it,   nor  is  lie 

O  6  too 
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too  fparing  of  it  in  fuch  Parts  of  the  Hiftory  as  fur- 
iiifh  him  v/ith  Topics  that  are  not  fo  florid.  The  very 
Enemies  of  the  Jefuits  confefs  that  Mariana  was  a 
great  Hiftorian.  A  Proteftant  has  not  fcrupled  to  de- 
clare that  he  was  iuperior  to  all  the  modern  Hiftorians 
that  had  wrote  in  the  Z^^/'w  Tongue,  not  only  for  the 
great  Knowledge  which  he  had  in  the  Affairs  of 
£pai?2,  but  for  his  Eloquence,  the  Simplicity  of  his 
Style,  and  his  Freedom  of  Expre/Tion.  But  this 
very  Man  accufes  the  Jefuit  for  blaming  the  Princes 
whofe  Lives  he  wrote,  and  for  fometimes  cenfuring 
them  too  farcaftically  *. 

It  cannot  be  deny'd  that  Alartana  had  fhocking 
Notions  of  the  Refpedl:  due  to  Sovereigns  3  and  that 
fevcral  of  the  Maxims  which  he  has  maintained 
concerning  the.  Obedience  due  from  the  Subjects,. 
tend  onlv  to  the  Subverfion  of  States,  and  to  the 
Dethroning  of  Kings  ever  fo  well  eftablifh'd.  'Tis 
not  in  his  Hiftory  of  Spam  that  thefe  dangerous 
Opinions  ftand  fo  barefac'd,  but  in  another  Latin 
Traft,  Of  a  King  and  his  Injiitution,  He  therein 
ftyles  James  Clement^  who  afTaffinated  Henry  III. 
T))e  everlajiing  Honour  cf  France ;  Gallics  DecHS 
ester7ium.  He  endeavours  all  he  can  to  juftify  that 
Monfter  f .     But  the  Parliament  of  Paris  caus'd  the 

Book 

*  Inter  Latinos  omnibus  Palmam  prasripit  Johannei 
Mariana  Hifpanus,  Reruin  Eifpanicarum  Cognitione  ne- 
mini  fecundui>.  Valuit  vero  Mariana  infigni  Eloquentia, 
Prudentia,  et  magna  Libertate  dicendi.  Hinc  et  Liber-- 
tatis  ftudiofiffimus  in  Pveges  fuos  faspe  eft  mordax.  Herm, 
Qonringius  de  Regno  Hifpania,  apud  Pope  Blount  Cenfune 
Authorurn,   p.  614. 

t  All  Mankind,  Jays  thi:  Jefuit,  does  not  pafs  the  fame 
Conl^riidion  upon  the  Aftion  of  the  Friar  (Clement), 
Many  People  there  are  that  think  it  worthy  of  Immor- 
tality, and  the  higheft  Praife,     Ds  Fa^o  Monachi  [  Cle- 

menti^ 
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Book  to  be  burnt  by  the  common  Hangman ;  and  the 
Arret  pafs'd  by  that  fupremc  Tribunal,  has  rcndcr'd 
the  Memory  not  only  of  Mariana^  but  of  all  the 
Jefuits  who  have  put  their  Opinions  into  Pradice  but 
too  often,  odious  to  all  honeft  Men. 

Of  the  great  Number  of  Authors  that  have  amus'd 
themfelves  in  compofmg  Romances,  the  illuftrious 
and  ingenious  Michael  de  Cervantes^  Author  of  The 
Hiftory  of  the  Rcnow?ied  Don  ^lixoie  de  la  Mancha^ 
deferves  the  firft  Rank.  The  Works  of  that  inrre- 
nious  Writer  have  been,  and  always  will  be,  the  De- 
light and  Admiration  of  all  Europe :  Yet  'tis  not  ab- 
folutely  free  from  the  Defc61:  peculiar  to  his  Coun- 
try; and  as  he  was  by  Birth  a  Spaniard,  he  could 
not  help  paying  a  Tribute  to  SupcriHtion.  He  founds 
the  Intrigue  of  one  of  the  mofl:  charming  Epifodes. 
in  his  Book  upon  the  Converfation  between  a  Turk- 
ijh  Woman  and  Lela  Maria ;  and  the  Madonna^ 
who  is  lugg'd  in  very  prepofteroufly,  comes  every 
Night  to  command  her  to  go  to  Spain. 

Matthew  Aleman,  Author  of  The  Life  of  Guz-^ 
man  d" Alfcrchc^  tho'  inferior  to  Cervantes^  wrote 
nev^erthelefs  in  a  pure  fimple  manner,  both  amufmo- 
and  infl:ru<Slive ;  and  his  Romance  may  even  do  the 
more  Good,  becaufe  while  he  is  flrongly  paintin<y  the 
Abfurdities  and  Diforders  of  Civil  Life,  be  makes  it 
plain  to  Demonftration,  that  the  End  of  them  mult 
be  wretched.  I  don't  mention  the  Life  of  Lazarilb 
de  T'ormes,  the  Adventure  of  Alark  d'Obregon,  and 
twenty  others  of  the  like  Stamp  ;  becaufe  they  are 
only  wrote  to  relate  the  Lives  of  Beggars  and 
Wretches,,  juft  as  an  infinite  Number  of  forry  little 
French  Romances  are  penn'd  only  with  a  View. to 

mentis)  ;;<?»  una  Opl?u'o  fuit',  multius  laudantibus,  at  one 
hnmortalitate  digjium  judicantihus.  Marianu  de  Regect 
Regis  Inllit.  lib.  i.  cap.  vi. 
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tell  certain  foolifh  imaginary  Adventures,    and  Senti' 
mcnts  ridiculoufly  refin'd. 

There's  not  a  Country  in  the  whole  World  where 
more  Romances  are  writ  than  in  Spaifi ;  nor  one 
where  there  are  any  fo  bad.  To  be  convinc'd  of 
this,  one  need  only  attend  to  the  ingenious  and  ju- 
dicious Criticifm  of  them  by  Don  ^ixote's  Curate, 
and  to  the  great  Number  of  thofe  that  he  con- 
demned to  the  Flame?,  when  he  examin'd  the  Li- 
brary of  that  unfortunate  Kniglit.  In  all  that 
Number,  four  or  hve  are  the  moll  that  efcapcd 
the  fecular  Arm  of  the  Barber  and  the  Seivant- 
Maid.  Amadis  de  Gaul  is  one  of  thofe  that  finds 
Quarter,  and  the  Curate  praifes  it  as  the  only  one 
of  its  kind.  /  have  been  told  hy  great  Men^  faid 
he,  that  'tis  the  bejl  Book  we  have  of  the  fort. 
But  for  one  Romance  that  was  fpar'd  how  many 
others  were  thrown  into  the  Fire  ?  Efpandian  the 
Son  of  Amadis  de  Gaul  \  Don  Oiivante  de  Laura ; 
Florifmart  of  Hyrcania  5  Don  Platir ;  the  Knight  of 
the  Crofs  j  the  Mirror  of  Knighthood  \  Barnardo 
del  Carpio ;  Barnardo  des  Roncefvalles ;  Pal'merin 
d'Oliva;  are  all  caft,  without  Mercy,  into  the 
Flames.  Palmerin  of  England^  and  Tirante  the  White,^ 
are  the  only  two  Books  that  have  the  fame  good  For- 
tune as  Amadis  de  Gaul;  the  firft  as  a  Mafter-picce, 
Worthy  to  be  preferv'd  in  as  rich  a  Box  as  Alexander 
found  among  the  Spoils  of  Darius^  and  which  ferv'd 
to  inclofe  the  Works  of  Homer ;  the  fecond  as  a 
diverting  Book^  and  an  excellent  A?2iidote  againjl  the 
Spleen. 

The  Spaniards  have  almoft  as  many  Poets  as  Ro- 
mance-Writers; but  their  good  Authors  of  that  kind 
are  ftill  more  fcarce.  The  ten  Books  of  The  Fortune 
of  Love^  composed  by  Antony  de  Lcfrafco^  a  Sar- 
dinian Poet,  are  full  of  Wit  and  Spirit.  The  Ec- 
logucs  of   Don   Lope^i  Maldonat  may  be  compared 

with 
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with  thofe  of  Virgil',  all  their  Fault  being,  that  they 
are  a  little  too  tedious  and  too  difFufe.  His  Songs 
feem  to  have  been  dictated  by  Love,  and  his  Verfes 
of  Gallantry  may  be  matchM  with  thofe  of  j^na^ 
crcon.  ^hc  Araucana  oi  Den  Aloiifo  d'Er cilia;  the 
Aujlriada  of  ^uan  Ruffo^  and  the  Montferraio  of 
Chrijiopher  de  Verves,  are,  in  the  Opinion  of  Mi' 
chael  de  Cervantes,  the  beft  Verfes  that  ever  were 
made  in  Spanijh:  And  his  Opinion  was  juft;  for 
really  thofe  Pieces  are  not  inferior  to  any  of  the 
greateft  Poets. 

Don  Lopes  de  la  Ve^a  wrote  fuch  excellent  Co- 
medies, that  the  great  Corneille  affirmed  he  would 
have  given  up  the  two  beft  of  his  Tragedies  to  have 
been  Author  of  the  Charadfter  of  Menicur,  Thou 
knoweft  that  the  French  Poet  compos'd  his  from  the 
SpanijJ)  Original. 

Thefe,  dear  Monceca,  out  of  fo  many  Volumes 
that  the  Libraries  of  Spain  confift  of,  are  the  only 
ones  that  deferve  the  Efteem  of  able  Judges.  One 
might  add  to  them  the  Works  of  Balthafar  Gratian^ 
if  they  were  more  natural  and  lefs  perplex'd.  This 
Author  has  certainly  very  good  things,  efpecialjy 
in  his  Criticon,  and  his  Homme  de  Cour ;  which  are 
in  my  Opinion,  his  two  beft  Pieces.  But  there  too, 
as  well  as  in  his  other  Writings,  one  finds  unnatural 
Ideas,  and  Expreilions  too  far  fetch M,  and  too  much 
llrainM. 

Of  all  the  Spanijh  Authors  the  Divines  are  the 
fiift  in  Rank ;  but  thefe  Writers  have  been  fo  often 
difparaged,  and  thou  thyfelf  fo  well  knoweft  the 
Chaos  of  Impertinences  which  their  Works  con- 
tain, that  it  would  be  to  no  Purpofc  for  me  to  en- 
ter into  a  particular  Detail  of  the  Books  with  which 
they  have  overburuen'd  the  Public.  I  don't  be- 
lieve that  they  can  be  more  feverly  ridicuPd  than 
they  have  been  by  the  famous  Pafcal^    who  has 

given 
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given  many  of  them  a  mortal  Wound  ;  and  fince  his 
Provincial  Letters  were  publifh'd,  all  Europe  is  con- 
vinced that  the  moft  abfurd  and  moft  extravagant 
Qaeftions  are  what  the  moft  of  thofe  Authors  have 
applied  themfelves  to. 

I  look  upon  the  SpatiiJJ)  Divines  in  general  as  a 
Set  of  Men  whom  all  the  Hellebore  of  Aiiticyra 
could  not  cure*.  They  accuftom  themfelves,  from 
the  time  that  they  begin  to  ftudy,  to  feed  upon, 
nothiing  but  Chimeras  :  And  they  are  crack-biain'd. 
to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  it  would  be  more  eafy  to 
reftore  the  Hero  of  Michael  de  Cervantes  to  his 
Senfes,  than  a  Man  infatuated  with  the  Maxims  of 
S.a?iches^  SuareZy  Efcobar^  'Tamhourin^  and  others  of 
that  Stamp. 

Confider,  dear  Monceca^  what  a  Crime  it  would 
be  in  Spain^  if  any  one  publicly  malntain'd  that  all 
the  Books  of  Knight  errantry  are  not  fo  pernicious  as 
one  fmgle  fcholafiic  Divine,  to  difturb  and  turn  the 
ftrongeft  and  the  foundcft  Brain.  I  would  rather 
almoft  be  accus'd  of  the  rnoft  henious  Crimes,  than 
of  having  maintain'd  fuch  a  Fropofition.  The  Fire 
would  no  doubt  be  my  Reward,  and  I  (hould  be 
detefted  by  all  the  People ;  for  the  Inhabitants  of 
ihis  Country  have  fuch  an  implicit  Veneration  for 
every  thing  which  comes  from  the  Hands  of  the 
Monks,  that  they  are  the  iirfr  to  deify  the  Chimeras 
and  Imaginatrons  they  are  pofTefs'd^with. 

The  French  Nazarenes  have  a  great  many  Di- 
vines; but  their  manner  cf  Writing  is  quite  diffe- 
rent from  that  of  the  Sp.vjiards,  They  take  care 
to  let  nothing  efcape  in  their  Works  that  is  im- 
pertinent; and  if  fometimes  they  difcufs  matters 
which  they  do  not  very  well  underftand,  the  Cau- 

*  Tribus  Antlcyris  Caput  infanabile, 

.  Horef,  (is  Arie  Poet.  v.  300, 
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tion  with  which  they  explain  themfelves,  and  the 
rr)ild  Terms  they  make  ufe  of,  hinder  them  from 
falling  into  the  Extravagancies  of  the  Spaniards, 
There  is  almoft  as  much  Difference  between  a 
Doctor  of  the  Sorbontie^  and  a  Y)o6\ox  o^  Salarnmicci', 
as  between  a  grave  Hiftorian  and  a  Perf,an  Poet. 
^lh(i  former  explains  things  that  are  doubtful  with 
great  Modefly,  charges  many  PafTages  which  he 
cannot  explain,  upon  the  Weaknefs  of  the  human 
Underftanding ;  and  he  fubmits  his  Difnculties  and 
his  Doubts  to  the  Orders  of  the  Deity,  when  he 
cannot  undcrftand  the  Reafon  of  them.  The  lat- 
ter runs,  like  the  Perfian  Poet,  into  gigantic  and  ri- 
diculous Notions ;  he  is  willing  to  know  and  explain 
every  thing ;  and  not  content  with  the  Difficulties 
that  occur  in  his  Religion,  he  forms  new  ones  to 
himfelf,  which  he  refolves  in  a  ridiculous  manner, 
enough  to  deftroy  the  ftrongeft  and  beft  eftablifli'd 
Faith. 

Farewell,  dear  Monceca  ;  live  content  and  happy; 
and  may  the  God  of  our  Fathers  preferve  thee  ! 


LETTER     CXIX. 

From  Isaac   Onis,    a  Caraite^    at  Cairo, 
forinerly  a    Rabbit    at    Conftantinople,    t^ 
Aaron  Monceca. 

Dear  Monceca, 
T  Did  not  receive  thy  Letter  from  Ariiflerdain  about 
-*•   the  Difference  of  Languages,  till  ibme  Days  after 
I  had  anfvvcr'd  thy  former  ones. 

They 


30(5         77:''^  Jewish  Spy.    Let.  up. 

They  who  fuppofe  that  the  Hebrew  is  the  firfl  and 
moft  antient  of  all  Languages,  have  fome  Grounds, 
I  believe,  for  their  Opinion.  For  the  fame  Reafon 
I  think  it  may  he  maintainM,  that  'tis  to  the  Patri- 
archs we  are  oblig'd  for  the  Invention  of  Letters, 
and  that  the  Greeks  and  Romans  had  little  Foundation 
for  afcribing  it  to  the  antient  Pha;nicians, 

Indeed  it  was  to  the  celebrated  Cadums  that  Greece 
was  oblig'd  for  the  Art  of  Writing.  But  the  He- 
ir eiv  Language  and  Chara6lers  had  been  carry 'd  to 
Perfection  long  before  ;  and  when  Mofes  wrote  in 
Hebrew^  the  Greeks  were  flill  a  barbarous  People, 
like  thofe  that  were  difcover'd  two  or  three  Ages 
ago  in  America.  Some  Writers  have  pretended  tfiat 
Cadmus  was  an  Egyptian.,  and  not  a  Phcenician.  But 
this  Objection  does  not  at  all  afFedi:  the  prefcnt 
Qiieftion  ;  it  being  certain  that  the  Greeks^  before 
his  time,  were  ignorant  of  the  ufe  of  Characters : 
Confequently  we  muft  look  elfewhere  for  the  Inven- 
tion of  Writing.  The  Names  v/hich  Cadnius  gives 
to  the  Letters,  are  the  fame  as  thofe  of  the  Hebrew 
Alphabet :  It  therefore  follows  from  thence,  that  the 
CharacSlers  of  it  were  already  well  known.  But  the 
Gratitude  of  the  Greeks  for  the  Favour  they  had  re- 
ceived from  their  firft  Mafter,  enga^-'d  them  to 
afcribe  to  him  the  Honour  of  having  invented  thofe 
very  Letters  which  had  been  in  Ufe  among  the  He- 
brews for  a  long  time  before. 

The  Ramans^  who  receiv'd  the  Arts  and  Sciences, 
and  Fables,  from  the  Greeks.,  were  alio  of  Opinion 
that  Cadmus  was  the  Inventor  of  Writing.  Lucan 
not  only  confirm'd  that  Opinion  among  his  Cotem- 
porarles,  but  effedlually  tranfmitted  it  to  Pofterity  ; 
and  fuch  as  did  not  care  to  go  to  the  bottom  of  the 
Quefllon,  adJi^rM  blindly  to  that  Author's  Decifion. 
The  happy  and  elegant  Manner  of  his  exprefling  his. 
Sentiments,    and  the  excellent  Tranflation  of  his 

beau- 
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beautiful  Verfes  by  another  able  Pen,  have  alfo  very 
much  contributed  to  eftablifh  that  Opinion,  and  to 
render  it  common.      As  there  are  few  Scholars  but 
have  by  heart  this  PafTage  in  Lucan  \ 

Phjenices  primi  {Fames  fi  credimus)  cufi 
Man  fur  am  nidibus  Vocemftgnare  Figurls. 
i.  e. 
Fame  reports  that  the  Phcemcians  were  the  firfl 
that  ventur'd  to  make  dumb  Characters  fpeak. 

So  there  are  are  few  Frenckmm  that  are  ignorant  of 
thefe  Verfes  of  Brdeiif: 

Ocfl  de  lui  que  7idus  vient  cet  Art  ingenieux 
De  peindre  la  Parole^  et  df  parler  aux  Yeux  ; 
Et  par  les  Traits  divers  de  Figures  trades^ 
Donner  de  la  CouUur  et  du  Corps  aux  Penfces» 

i.  e. 
To  him  we  owe  the  ingenious  Art  of  painting. 
Speech,  and   fpeak ing  to  the  Eyes,  and  of  giving 
Colour,  and  even  Body,  to  the  Thoughts  of  A'len, 
by  certain  Charafiers  reprcfented  in  various  Shapes. 

Thus,  dear  Monceca^  do  the  mofl  evident  Errors 
often  find  general  Credit  in  Mens  Minds,  and  are 
received  as  certain  Truths.  No  body  has,  to  my 
thinking,  better  confuted  this  falfe  Opinion  than  an 
able  Dodlor  among  the  Nazarenes,  'Tis  demonjlra' 
bky  fays  he,  tlxit  the  Greeks  did  not  give  the  Alpha^ 
hit  to  the  Hebrews  (but  that  the  former  rather  re- 
ceiv'd  it  from  the  latter)  becaufe  thofe  Names  which 
in  Greek  have  no  Signification^  have  in  the  Hebrew  a 
Meaning,  as  is  cbjerv'd  by  Plutarch  :  Confequently  they 
are  barbarous  Terms  with  regard  to  the  Greeks,  and 
natural  to  the  Hebrews  *. 

*  See  the  Art  of  Speaking;  or.  The  Rhetoric  of  Fa- 
ther 1^?;?^;,  cap.  xix.  p.  1 06. 

Another 
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Another  Proof  is,  that  the  Greeks  makixng  ufe  of 
the  Alphabet  in  Computation,  when  they  left  ofF  the 
Ufe  of  fome  of  the  Hebrew  Charaf^crs  for  keeping. 
up  the  Value  of  the  others,  they  fubfiituted  a  new 
Sign  in  the  Place  of  the  antient  Letter  that  was 
fupprefs'd.  For  Example  ;  after  having  rejedled  the 
p^au^  which  is  the  jEcUc  Digamma,  and  the  Letter 
F  oi  the  Latins^  they  put  in  its  place  this  Mark  r, 
to  denote  the  Number  6,  of  which  the  Hebrew 
Van  is  the  Sign ;  it  being  the  fixth  Letter  of  the 
Hebrew  Alphabet. 

Thefc,  dear  Monccca^  are  plain  Proofs  of  the 
Antiquity  of  the  Hebrezu  Characters ;  and  perhaps 
it  might  be  fuppos'd  that  Adam^  vho  had  been 
created  with  Difpofitions  proper  to  contrive  and 
perfect  the  Arts,  did  firft  find  out  the  Secret  of 
Writing,  and  made  ufe  of  various  Signatures  to 
communicate  his  Ideas.  Perhaps  he  had  at  firft  but 
a  certain  Quantity  of  them,  and  that  they  were  in- 
creas'd  in  Proportion  as  Mankind  multiply 'd.  This 
however  is  certain,  that  we  muft  fcek  for  the  Ori- 
ginal of  Writing  among  the  firft  Patriarchs ;  and 
confequently  *tis  but  natural  to  fuppofe  that  the  He^ 
breiv  having  been  the  firft  Language  of  Mankind, 
the  Characters  and  Letters  of  that  Language  were 
alfo  the  firft  that  were  made  ufe  of. 

The  manner  of  writing  the  old  Hebrew^  and 
which  continu'd  even  one  hundred  Years  after  the 
Emperor  Conjlantine  L  is  another  Confirmation  of 
this  Conjecture.  There  was  no  fuch  thing  as  Point- 
ing known,  nor  was  there  any  Vowel  dlftinguifti'd 
upon  the  Paper ;  evident  Proofs  of  the  very  great 
Simplicity  of  a  Language,  and  alfo  of  its  Anti- 
quity. Some  Frenchmen  to  whom  I  talk'd  of  this, 
while  I  was  at  Conjiant'mople^  were  very  much 
aftonifh'd  at  it.  They  could  not  imagine  how  it 
was  poflible  to  underftaad  a  Word  of  which  only 

half 
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half  of  the  Letters  was  exprefsM  ;  and  I  had  much 
ado   to  conviiKe  them  that  the  Points  which  ftand 
for  Vowels  in  the  Hebrew^  were  only  neceflary  to 
make  the  reading  of  Hebrkw  Books  cafy  to  thofe 
who  do  not  underftand  the  Language.    After  a  great 
deal  of  Difficulty  and  Plague,  I  did  at  length  con- 
vince them  how  it  was  pofTible  to  be  done,    by 
iTiaking  them  read  a  Letter,  penned  by  a  Woman, 
n  which  there  was  not.  one  Word   written  true. 
You  rend  this  Writing,  faid  I  to   thcm^  without 
any  Difficulty.  You  have  no  regard  to  the  Letters 
which  are  fuperfluous  ;  and  you  fupply  thofe  which 
are  wanting,   without  the  leaft  Hesitation.     How 
comes  this  about  ?   'Tis  becaufe  your  Knowledge 
of  the  French  Tongue  gives  you  fuch  a  Rcadi- 
jicfs    in    it,    that  you    fcarce  fee    the  Want  of 
fome  Letters,  the  Superfluity  of  others,  and  the 
Wiong-placing  of  almoft  all.     Why  will  you  not 
believe  that  the  Knowledge  of  the  Hebrew  Lan- 
guage gives  us  the  fame  Advantage,  and  makes 
us  Amends  by  thofe  Points  which  with  us  form 
Vowels,  and  were  only  contriv'd  when  all  the 
Jews^    our  Brethren,    had  forgot  their  Mother- 
tongue,  and  when  there  was  an  abfolutcNeceffity 
to  remedy  that  Inconvenience,  for  enabling  them 
to  read  our  facred  Books  ? 
I  approve  thy  Opinion  therefore,  dear  Monceca^ 
and  believe  that  the  Hebrew  Tongue  is  the  moft  an-f. 
tient,  and  the  Root  from  whence  all  the  others  are 
derivM  ;  but  I  can't  agree  to  what  thou  fay'ft,  that 
it  would   have    been  impoffible  for  Men  to  have 
form'd  a  Language  to  themfelves,  if  God  had  not 
created  them,  and   if  they  had   fprung  out  of  the 
Earth,  as  is  maintained  hy  certain  Philofophers.  I  am 
very  far  from  a  Thought  of  favouring  their  impious 
Opinions  \   but  I  think  it  may  be  affirm'd,   that   if 
Men  (which  I  aiTcU  to  be  an  Impoilibiiity)  had  been 

f^:)rm'd 
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form'd  by  chance,  they  would  have  contriv'd  fome 
kind  of  Language  whereby  to  communicate  their 
Thoughts  to  one  another. 

T»hou  feemeft  to  differ  widely  from  this  Opinion, 
and  think'ft  it  probable,    '  That  if  they  could  not 

*  have  underftood  one  another  abfolutely  as  foon  as 

*  they  were  born,  inftead  of  ftaying  together,  and 

*  endeavouring  to  unite,  and  form  Societies,  they 

*  would  have  wandered  in  the  Woods  like  the  Ani- 

*  mais,  and  would  never  have  endeavoured,  by  com- 
«  mon  Confent,  to  annex  certain  Ideas  to  certain 
<  Sounds  *.' 

It  will  be  eafy  for  thee,  dear  Monceca^  to  fee  tliy 
Miftake,  if  thou  doft  but  confider  the  Temper  of 
Mankind,  which  is  naturally  inclin'd  to  Society  v/ith 
one  another,  by  an  innate  InftincSl.  Undoubtedly 
thole  new  Creatures  whom  the  Philofophers  raife 
out  of  the  Earth,  and  to  whom  they  grant  the  En- 
dowments and  Talents  of  human  Beings,  would 
make  It  their  firft  Bufmefs  to  fotm  Words  f .  They 

would 

♦  See  Letter  CVIII. 
•f-  At  varies  Linguae  Sonitus  Natura  fubegit 
Mittere  ;  et  Utilitas  expreflit  Nomina  Rerum, 
Non  Alia  longe  Ratione,  atque  ipfa  videtur 
Protrahere  ad  Geltam  Pueros  Infantia  LingUDE, 
Cum  facit,  ut  Digito,  qusc  fmt  prsefentia  monftrent. 
.    Sentit  enim  Vim  quifque  fuam,  quam  poffit  abuti. 
Cornua  nata  prius  vitulo  quam  Frontibus  extent  j 
lUis  iratus  petit,  atque  infenfus  inurget. 
At  Catuli  Pantherarum,  Scymnique  Leonum 
Unguibus  ac  Pedibus  jam  turn,  Morfuque  repugnant, 
Vix  dum  cum  ipfis  funt  Dentes  Ungucfque  creati. 
Alituum  porro  Genus  Alis  omne  videmus 
Fidere,  et  a  pennis  tremulum  petere  Auxiliatum. 
Proinde  putare  aliquem  turn  Nomina  diftribuifTe 
Rebus,  et  indc  Homines  didicifTe  Vocabula  prima, 
Defipere  eft.     Nam  cur  HicpoiTe;  cun(fta  notare 

Vocibus, 
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would  ferioufly  ftudy  to  find  out  Sounds  that  might 
help  them  to  convey  their  Ideas  to  one  another. 
Suppofe  one  Perfon  only  gave  the  fame  Name  to  a 
Thing  feveral  times;  it  vv^ould  have  been  fufficient. 
The  Perfon  who  (hould  happen  to  have  any  Bufi- 
nefs  with  him,  or  the  Woman  to  whom  Nature 
fhould  incline  his  Attachment,  would  foon  attribute 
.that  very  Word  to  the  fame  Thing.  Two  Perfons 
eafily  impart  their  Thoughts  to  one  another  by  the 
moft  unaccountable  Sounds,  when  once  they  have 
2(Treed  what  Ideas  to  affix  to  thofe  Sounds.  'Tis 
true,  that  Men  would  at  firft  have  had  very  few 
Words  to  exprefs  their  Notions,  if  they  had  been 

Vocibus,  et  varies  Sonitus  emittere  Lingua?, 
Tempore  eodem  alii  facere  id  non  quilTe  putentur? 

Lucret.  ds  Rer.  Nat.  lib.  v.  ver.  1027,  dffr, 

^hus  trarjlated  by  Mr.  Creech. 

*  Kind  Nature  Povv'r  of  framing  Sounds  affords 

*  To  Man ;  and  then  Convenience  tauglit  us  Words: 

*  As  Infants  now,  for  want  of  IVcrds,  devife  "^ 

*  Expreffive  Signs :  They  fpeak  with  Hands  and  Eyes  ;  > 
'  Their  fpeaking  Hand  the  Want  of  Words  fupplies.  j 
'  All  know  their  Fow Vs ;  they  are  by  Nature  fhown :    1 

*  Thus  tender  Calves  with  naked  Front  will  run,  > 

*  And  fiercely  pufh  before  their  Horns  are  grown.         j 

*  Young  Liens  fiiew  tiieir  Teeth,  prepare  their  Paws ;    1 

*  The  Bears  young  Cuh  uniheath  their  crooked  Claws,  > 

*  While  yet  their  Nails  are  young,  and  foft  their  Jaws.  3 

*  The  Birds  flrait  ufe  their  Wings,  on  them  rely; 

*  And  foon  as  Dangers  prefs,   they  ftrive  to  fly. 

*  Befidesj   that  One  the  Names  of  things  contrived, 

*  And  that  from  him  their  Knowledge  all  derived, 

*  'Tis  fond  to  think  :  For  how  could  that  Man  tell        "} 

*  Tnt  Names  o^  Things,  or  lifp  a  Syllable,  s. 

*  And  not  another  Man  do  f®  J.6  we'll  ?  '  3 

under 
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under  a  Neceffity  of  intirely  inventing  a  Language. 
But  as  'tis  natural  for  People  to  make  ufe  of  their 
firft  Knowledge,  they  would  have  perfedled  their 
Language  in  Proportion  as  they  aimM  to  explain  the 
things  that  fhould  occur  to  their  Minds.  Befides,  a 
fmall  Number  of  Terms  is  fufficient  to  form  the 
Beginnings  of  a  Language  j  and  when  once  the 
primitive  Words  are  found  out  'tis  an  eafy  Matte^ 
to  multiply  thofe  Words  without  much  Alteration 
or  Addition.  The  Language  of  the  Georgians  is 
remarkable  for  this  extraordinary  Simplicity.     *  All 

*  the  Names  deriv'd  from  the  Primitives  differ  only 

*  in  this  Termination  jafii.     If  they  are  Names  of 

*  Dignity,  Offices,  or  any  Art,  the  Derivatives  add 

*  ?ne  to  the  Primitives.  By  placing  the  Syllable 
'  fa  before  the  Name   of  a  Thing,  they  form  a 

*  Derivative,  which  denotes  the  Place  of  it :  Thus 
'  Thredi  fignifies  a  Dove,  and   Sathredi  a  Dove- 

*  houfe  ;  Chueli  Cheefe,  and  Sachueli  the  Place 
<  where  'tis  kept  *.' 

Thou  2YX.  not  infenfible,  dear  Mojiceca^  that  it 
would  have  been  very  eafy  for  Men  naturally  in- 
clin'd  to  communicate  their  Thoughts  to  one  ano- 
ther, and  having  the  Facility  of  forming  Variety  of 
Sounds,  foon  to  invent  a  Language  copious  enough 
to  give  them  the  Means  of  underflanding  one  another, 
and  of  forming  Societies ;  and  that  fuch  Societies 
would  afterwards  give  Birth  to  thofe  different  Lan- 
guages, to  which  every  one  would  have  added 
new  Words,  and  would  perhaps  have  infenfibly 
abandon'd  the  old  ones,  as  we  fee  has  happen'd  in 
our  Time  in  the  politeft  States.  Thou  can'fl  not 
but  own,  that  the  French  which'  is  now  fpoke  at 
Paris,  is  very  different  'from  that  which  was  fpoke 

*  Sec  Father  Lamf's  Art  of  Speaking,  liL  I  caf.  vii. 
/.  31. 

there 
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three  hundred  Years  ago.  From  this  firft  Language 
thofc  call'd  the  Mother-tongues  would  have  been 
fornl'd,  and  thofe  would  have  produc'd  others. 

Thou  perceiveft  therefore,  dear  Monccca,  that 
the  Syftem  of  the  atheiftical  Philofophers  is  only  ab- 
furd  in  their  Notion  that  Men  are  Mufhrooms,  that- 
fpring  up  in  one  Night  out  of  the  Earth,  and  not 
in  their  Opinion  that  Men  form'd  a  Language  of 
their  own  ;  which,  tho'  'tis  certain  they  have  not 
done,  yet  'tis  as  certain,  on  the  other  hand,  they 
might  have  done. 

From  the  Facility  with  which  Men  might  have 
form'd  a  Language,  I  argue  by  confequence,  that 
j^clam  had  perhaps  at  firft  no  Notion  of  Writing, 
and  that  it  was  not  invented  till  afterwards,  and 
perhaps  not  till  after  the  Death  of  that  firft  Patri- 
arch. Ncvcrthelcfs  it  mio;ht  have  been  known  to 
him,  and  he  might  have  difcover'd  it  by  the  fmglc 
Aid  ef  Refle6lion.  Many  Philofophers  pretend  that 
j{d:7m  had  Science  infus'd  into  him.  For  my  part, 
I  doii't  fee  where  was  the  Neceflity  that  God  fhould 
grant  him  this  Gift.  'Tis  my  Opinion  that  he  had 
only  the  Means  of  cultivating  thofe  Sciences  of 
which  he  had  the  firft  Seeds  in  him ;  and  'tis  ap- 
parent, thiit  fince  Men  might  have  form'd  a  Lan- 
guage to  themfelves,  if  they  had  fprung  out  of  the 
Ground  ;  with  niuch  more  Reafon  mig^it  thev 
have  found  out  Characters  to  be  the  Signs  of  fuch 
Language. 

The  J?ner2cans  had  Figures  and  Marks  to  fignify 
certain  things.  Wiien  the  Spaniards  firft  arriv'd  in 
Mexico^  Montezimia^  the  King  of  that  barbarous- 
Country  fent  a  certain  Number  of  Writers,  or  ra- 
ther Painters,  to  meet  them,  who,  by  certain  Lines 
and  Figures,  which  thev  drew  upon  great  Pieces  of 
Callico,  exadlly  defcribed  what  they  law.  This  fort 
of  Characters  was  anfwerable  to  the  antient  Hie- 

V^oL.  IIL  P  roglyphics 


3x4        Tk^  y  E  w  I SH  S  p  Y.    Let.  1 19V 

joglyphics  of  the  Egyptians^  and  every  Figure  flood ' 
for  one  or  more  Words. 

'Tis  natural  to  luppofe  that  Writing  was  not  in- 
vented all  at  once,  but  by  Degrees ;  and  that  it 
was  improv'd  to  Perfe6lion  in  the  fame  manner  as 
Language,  in  nroportion  to  the  Number  of  the  dif- 
ferent Ideas  which  Mankind  was  defirous  of  com- 
municating. All  the  Arts  have  been  produc'd  the 
fame  v/ay.  If  we  may  credit  theStory,  we  are  oblig'd 
for  Carving  and  Painting  to  a  Lady  in  Love,  whofe 
Beloved  going  to  leave  her  for  fome  time,  Love  put 
this  Stratagem  into  her  Head,  to  mitigate  her  Grief 
for  his  Abfence.  She  drew  with  a  Pencil  upon  a 
Wall,  the  Out-lines  of  her  Lover's  Figure  ;  and  this 
lifelefs  Shade  was  what  gave  the  firft  Hint  to  Paint- 
ing and  Sculpture.  This  grotefque  Image,  the  Pro- 
duce of  Love  and  Chance,  was  admir'd  ;  and  every 
Woman  v/as  defirous  to  draw  her  Lover's  Portrait- 
ure in  the  fame  manner.  The  Men  too,  in  their 
Turn,  were  defirous  to  have  fome  faint  Refem- 
blance  of  their  Miftrefles.  And  from  a  thing  which 
feem'd  but  a  Trifle,  they  came  at  laft,  as  it  were, 
to  put  Life  into  Cloth,  and  to  make  a  flat  Superfi- 
cies appear  to  the  View  as  if  it  were  rais'd. 

Without  having  recourfe  therefore  to  AdanCs 
infpir'd  Knowledge,  one  may  find  the  Source  of  all 
the  Sciences  in  mere  Chance,  and  in  the  Paflion 
which  is  natural  to  Mankind  to  find  out  what  may 
be  ufeful  to  them,  and  to  perfe6i:it  when  they  have 
got  the  leaft  Glimpfe  of  it. 

P'arewell,  dear  Monceca ;  live  content  and  happy; 
and  may  the  God  of  our  Fathers  -profper  thee  in 
abundance. 


LETTER 
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LETTER     CXX. 

From     Jacob     Brito,     at    Lifbon,    to 
Aaron  Monceca,  at  Hamburg. 

TpHE  Manners  of  the  Portugucfe  are  not  furprlf- 
•*■     ing,    dear  Monceca^  to   a  Man   that  has  been 
for  a  Time  in  Spain^  where  one  is  accuftom'd  be- 
forehand to  fee  a  People  that  are  proud,  fuperftitfous, 
and  devoted    to    the    Monks.     When  I  arriv'M  at 
Lijhon^  I  fcarcc  perceived  any  Difrcrence  but  in  the 
Vivacity  of  the  Portuguefe  Difpofition.     They  mav 
be  confider'd  as  the  Gafcons  of  Spain  ;  and  they  are 
as  felf-conceited,  and  have  almoll  as   much  Fire 
and  Genius,  as  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Neighbour- 
hood  of  the  Garonne.     They  are  not  near  {o  grave 
as  the  Spaniards^  but  arc  equally  as    vain,  if  not 
more  fo.     If  v/e   may  believe   them,  there  is  not 
one  of  'em,  but  can  of  himfelf  beat  a  wJiole  Army 
of  Spaniards.     Alexander^  Cccfar^   Tamerlane^  Ma- 
ho7net  II.    Henry  IV.  and  Charles  XII.  were    mere 
Poltrons  compar'd  to  the  P^^r/z^^^^/^^yi' private  Soldiers, 
who  think  themfelves  fo  many  Heroes.     The  Spa-, 
niards.^   as  may  well  be  imagin'd,  don't  care  to  ac- 
knowledge this  furprihng  Valour.  They  pretend,  on 
the  contrary,   that  one  Caflilian  is  enough  to  put  the 
whole  Kingdom  of  Portugal  to  Flight ; 

Et  qn"*  ilne/i  aucun  d^eux^  que  le  Ctel  n^ ait  fait  naitre^ 
Pour  rcgir  les  Adortals^  et  leur  parler  en  ??uiitre» 

i.   e. 
And  that  there's  not  a  Man  of  'em  but  is  form'd 
Jby  Heaven  to  govern  and  to  controul  Mankind. 

P  2  In 
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In  a  Difpute  of  much  Importance,  may  we  not 
make  ufe  of  Hiftory  to  decide  this  Qiieftion  ?  The 
Spaniards  were  a  long  time  Mafters  of  the  Portu- 
gi'.efe  ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  Cardinal  de 
Kkhelieu^  perhaps  Lijkon  would  ftill  have  been  fub- 
ject  to  Madrid.  Philip  II.  not  only  conquer'd  all 
Portugal  in  the  twinkling  of  an  Eye,  but  his  Succef- 
fors  preferv'd  it  for  near  60  Years ;  and  thofe  are 
bad  Epocha's  for  the  Poriitguefe,  'Tis  true,  that 
their  Country  is  fo  Inconfidcrablc,  compared  to  that 
of  the  Spariiards,  that  there's  no  judging  from 
thence  which  is  the  moft  valorous.  Be  this  as  it 
v/ill,  it  happens  to  be  a  great  Point  of  Controverfy. 
As  long  as  there  are  Portuguefe^  they  will  pretend 
to  be  braver  than  the  Spaniards ;  and  thcfe  will,  in 
all  Appearance,  pretend  to  be  braver  than  the Pd?r/«- 
gutfe  till  Doomfday.  'Tis  a  difficult  matter  for  two 
Nations  fo  vain-glorious  ever  to  admit  of  any  fort  of 
Equality  betwixt  them. 

So  ftrong  is  the  Hatred  and  Jealoufy  between  the 
Spaniards  and  Portuguefs^  that  they  can't  bear  to 
own  thofe  Qualities  in  their  Adverfaries  which  are 
the  moil  praife-worthy,  and  the  moft  important : 
And  we  ought  to  be  equally  diffident  of  the  Cha- 
racters given  by  either  Nation  of  the  other  \  for 
where  two  Perfons  are  at  Law,  would  one  expe6t 
to  find  the  Right  and  Title  of  either  in  the  Me- 
morial of  the  adverfe  Party  ? 

When  I  was  at  Madrid^  I  v/as  told  a  Story  of 
an  Officer,  v/hich  may  give  thee  an  Idea  of  Spanijh 
Rhodomontades.  During  the  laft  War,  when  the 
Frcmh  entcr'd  Spain^  to  place  Philip  V.  upon  that 
Throne,  ih^  Portuguefe^  thou  know'ft,  had  embraced 
the  Party  of  Charles  III.  The  Conde  d*  Atalaya^ 
a  Gentleman  of  this  Nation,  who  commanded  a 
Detachment  of  German  Forces,  on  the  Frontiers 
0/  Portu^aly  fent  a  Summons  to  a  SpaniJI?  Officer, 

who 
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who  was  intrench'd  with  30  Men,  to  furrender. 
The  latter  return'd  an  Anfvver  by  a  great  \'olIcy  of 
Shot,  and  defended  himfelf  with  extraordinary  Va- 
lour; but  at  laft  the  Germans  forc'd  him  in  his 
Polt ;  and  after  having  taken  him  Prifoner,  carry'd 
him  before  the  Conde  (T Aialaya.  IVbo  advis'd  ycn^ 
faid  the  Conde,  to  pretend  to  ftand  cut  with  3c  Alen 
aga'mjl  \oo\  Are  you  not  jtnfible  that  1  ought  to 
punijh  you  fever ely  for  that  Rafumfs  of  your s-^  iL'hich 
has  Qccafion  d  the  Lofs  of  fo  ?nany  good  Lives?  The 
Spaniard  attended  very  coolly  to  v^hat  the  Conde 
faid  ;  but  was  fo  nettled  at  the  manner  ia  which 
he  fpoke,  that  he  mad-c  him  tiiis  Anfwer :  E;<ciife 
me  ;  /  did  not  know  I  had  to  do  with  Germans  ;  for 
I  thought  I  had  only  to  fight  with  400  Portuguefc. 
The  Conde  thought  it  a  very  impertinent  Anfwer, 
and  was  heartily  inclined  to  iiave  us'd  the  OfHccr 
very  ill  :  But  the  Germans  rcprcfcnting  to  him  what: 
might  be  the  Confequcnce  of  fuch  Violence,  ajid 
that  they  ought  to  be  civil  to  the  OfHccr,  for  fear 
of  a  Reprizal,  the  Spaniard  came  oft'  without  any 
other  Mortification  than  the  Difgrace  of  being  a 
Prifoner. 

Be  the  Pcriuguefe  ever  To  hauglity,  yet  tlicy  are 
altogether   as  much    in   fubjeclion   to  the  Monk.--, 
who  have  even  more  Authority  here  than  in  Spain. 
The  Inquifitlon  is  alfo  more  fevere  here.      Woe  be 
to   thofe  that  fall  into  its  Hands  !    One  thing  which 
will  furprize  thee,   dear  Alonceca^  is,   that  notwith- 
{landing  this   fo  fevere  and  cruel  a  Tribunal,  there 
is  ftill  fo  great  a  Number  of  ccnccal'd  Jews  in  Por- 
tugal: And   I  have    been  afTur'd,  that  among  the 
weaithicft  and    moft    diflinguifli'd   men   in   Lifhon^ 
there  is  flill  a  great  Number  of  Ifraelites^    true  to 
the  Faith  of  their  Fathers. 

I  dare  not  make  my  Enquiry  into  things    of  this 
Nature  here,  too  public ;  for,  notwithftand  ine  the 

P  3  Cha- 
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Chara£ler  with  which  I  am  vefted  by  my  Commif- 
fion,  I  make  no  Profeflion  of  my  Religion.  For 
my  greater  Security,  I  difguife  my  Sentiments,  be- 
caufe  the  Power  of  the  Inquifitors  is  fo  great  in  this 
Country,  that  perhaps  the  Royal  Authority  could  not 
fcreen  me  from  their  Hatred  and  their  Fury.  1  pafs 
at  Lift'on  for  an  Envoy  from  the  Republic  o^  Genoa y 
and  every  body,  except  the  Minifters,  takes  me  for 
a  Na%arene  \  but  I  did  not  think  it  proper  to  keep 
it  a  Secret  from  them,  that,  in  cafe  of  Need,  I 
might  be  fure  of  their  ProtecStion.  Mean  time,  I 
make  ail  the  Difpatch  I  can  in  my  Affairs.  I  am 
not  eafy  in  this  Country,  and.  Thanks  to  the  God 
of  Ifrael !  I  hope  to  leave  it  very  foon  ;  for  I  have 
not  many  things  to  do.  After  fo  tedious  a  Voy- 
age I  long  to  return  to  Co?iJianttmpk^  to  be  with 
my  dear  Family  j  and  1  fancy  that  thou  muft  have 
the  fame  Defire.  But  fmce  thou  art  not  yet  able 
to  return  to  thy  Kindred,  endeavour  to  banifh  the 
Thought  from  thee  v/hich  may  poffibly  difturb  what 
picafures  thou  takeft.  If  thy  Travels  are  more  te- 
dious than  mine,  thou  wilt  feel  the  greater  Satif- 
fa£lion  when  they  are  at  an  End.  The  more  Trouble 
we  are  at  for  any  Happinefs,  the  dearer  it  is  to  us  ; 
and  I  declare  to  thee,  dear  Monceca^  that  I  fhould 
have  been  extremely  forry  if  I  had  not  made  a 
Tour  through  fome  Part  of  Europe.  Notv/ith- 
franding  the  Plague  I  have  had  in  my  Travels,  I 
have,  however,  learned  to  know  Mankind,  and 
reflect  upon  their  Whimfies. 

Portugal  is  but  a  barren  Field  for  a  Philofopher  to 
perfe6t  his  Difcoveries  in,  the  People  here  being 
intirely  ignorant  of  what  is  called  found  Philofo- 
phy.  Ar'iflotle^  or  rather  his  Commentators,  are 
privileg'd  in  this  Country  to  contend  with  common 
Senfe  and  Reafon.  Des  Cartes  and  Neivtcn  are  here 
reckon'd  the  Tools  of  Satany  and  their  Works  pafs 

for 
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for  the  Prodii6lions  of  Hell,  or  but  little  better. 
There  are,  perhaps,  fome  private  Men,  who  read- 
the  Writings  of  thofe  Philofophcrs,    but  they  are 
very  few  ;  and  the  Monks  publicly  condemn  them. 

Though  the  Poriuguefc  2lvq.  wretched  Philofophers, 
yet  they  cultivate  tlie  Sciences.  There's  an  Acade- 
my at  Lijhon^  v/hich  confifls  of  fome  Men  of  very 
good  Learning.     The  liberal  Arts  are  protedled  and 
encouraged  by  the  King,  who  receives  all  Foreigners 
very  kindly,  that  are  capable  of  contributing  to  their 
Improvement  ;   and    it  may  truly   be  faid,   that  the 
Sciences  are  much  better  cultivated  in  Pcrtugal  than 
Spain.     But  to  whatPtirpofe  fhould  any  Man  defire 
the  Attainment  c.^  iht  ni  r    As  long  as  the  Mind  is- 
under  Captivity  and  Reflraint,   there  never  can  be 
Men  of  true  Learning  in  Portugal.     At   the   fiiit 
Difcovery  which  they  fhould  make,  they  would  be 
ferv'd   as   the  unfortunate  Gal'iuo  was,  and  perhaps 
rot  in  a  Goal.      Oh  ve   Monks  !  Ye   Plap^ues  of 
Mankind  !   Ye  Scourge  which  Heaven  e;ave  to  M?.a 
in  his  Wrath!    When   is  it  that  the  Deify  will,   in 
pity  to  unhappy  Mortals,  put  an  End  to  your  nii- 
ferable  Race!   If  thou  did' ft  but  fee,  ^^2iX  Monceca^ 
how.  infolcnt  they  are  in  this  Country,  tliou  wouldfl 
be  furpris'd   at  tlie  Blindnefs  of  thofe  W-lio  permic 
and  patronize  it. 

l^hQ  Rcccll^ts  arc  the  Friars  that  bear  the  greateft 
Sway  here.  They  are  the  Heroes  of  Gallantrv. 
Their  Sandals  are  ty'd  with  Ribbands  izrcen,blue,  red, 
or  yellow,  according  to  the  Colour  of  the  Liveries  of 
the  Ladies  whom  they  gallant.  Thefe  Ladies  are  they 
that  take  care  to  equip  \hc  reverend  Fathers  with 
Shoes  and  Stockings ;  and  there  is  not  one  of  thefe 
Friars  but  has  his  dear  Du/dnea,  to  whom  he  pays 
his  Vows.  The  other  Monks  aie  altogether  as  gal- 
lant ;  and  to  be  fortunate  in  an  Amour  at  Lijlon^ 
'tis  abfolutcly  neceflary  to  put  on  a  Cowl, 
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The  Portuguefe  are  in  general  better  turnM  for 
Trade  than  the  Spaniards  ;  and  in  their  Harbours  • 
there  is  a  very  great  Number  of  foreign  Ships. 
The  Englijh  cfpecially  dri\'e  a  confiderable  Trai^c 
there  j  and  many  of  them  are  fettled  in  tlie 
Country,  where  they  enjoy  feveral  Privileges. 

'7  is  very  much  the  Intcreft  of  the  Portuguefe  to 
he  upon  good  Terms  with  the  EngUJh  ;  and  the 
latter,  perhaps,  find  it  as  much  theirs  to  be  Friends 
with  the  Portuguefe  ;  the  Caufe  and  Principle  of 
which  Union  is  Spain  ;  for  as  England  does  not 
care  that  the  faid  Power  fhould  aggrandize  itfelf, 
the  Interefts  of  Portugal  and  thofe  of  England  are 
confequcntly  the  fame. 

Before  the  Republic  of  the  United  Provinces  was 
fcim'd,  iht  Portuguefe  had  much  more  confiderable 
Dominions  in  the  Indies  than  they  have  at  prefent. 
While  they  were  Subie6ls  of  the  Monarchy  of 
Spaif?,  they  loft  great  Part  of  the  Conqucfts  which 
they  had  made  in  tJiofe  diftant  Countries,  by  the 
Wars  betwixt  thatCrown  and  the  United  Provinces^, 
Neverthelefs,  they  have ftill  very  confiderable  Settle-  ■ 
ments  there,  both  in  the  Eaji  and  fi^e/l  hdies; 
and  Li/bon  is  one  of  the  moft  trading  and  wealthy 
Cities  in  the  World. 

The  Women  of  this  Country,  in  general,  are  as 
beaiuiful  and  well-fhap'd,  as  the  Men  are  ugly,  or- 
dinary and  clumfy.  Confequently  the  Fair-Sex  is  de- 
barred ail  manner  of  Freedom  ;  for  the  Portuguefe  zre 
even  more  jealous  than  the  Spaniards.     Their  Wo- 
men are  more  Slaves  to  them  than  Wives  :  They 
go  out  very  feldom,  and  the  higher  they  are  in  Rank, 
the  greater  is  their  Unhappinefs.     The  Jcaloufy  of. 
their  Hufbands  is  fo  violent,  that  they  have  little  Cha- 
pels built  in  their  Palaces,  that  they  may  not  have 
the  Liberty  of  going  to  the  Churches ;  wherein  they 
refemble  the  rich  Mahometans ^  who  have  Bagnio's 
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made  in  their  own  Houfcs,  that  their  Wives  may 
na)t  have  the  Opportunity  to  ramble  abroad,  under 
Pretence  of  going  to  the  public  Baths. 

To  this  Reitraint,  which  the  Fair-Sex  in  Portugal 
is  kept  under,  are  owing  a  great  many  Crimes  un- 
known in  other  Countries,  The  Heat  of  the  Cli- 
mate, and  that  Confinement,  v/hich  is  only  a  Whet 
to  Defire,  make  them  break  all  Bounds ;  and  it  very 
often  happens  that  a  Friar  is  the  Gallant  of  his  own 
Siff:er ;  for,  as  to  the  horrid  Crime,  which  is  the 
Confequence  of  fuch  abominable  Converfation,  the 
Portugiiefe  look  upon  it  as  a  mere  Peccadillo.,  for 
which  they  can  get  Abfolution  by  only  making  a 
Voyage  to  Rome.  The  Length  of  the  Way,  and  the 
Fatio;ue  of  the  PafTa^e,  arc  but  little  Check  to  their 
Liifl  ;  and,  if  we  may  believe  the  fcandalous  Chro- 
nicle, Incell:  is  very  common  in  Pcrtiigal.  What. 
is  certain,  is,  that  among  thofe  who  rub  the  Marble 
at  Rome^  upon  the  Stairs  of  St.  Peter's  Dome,  which 
is  the  Penance  injoin'd  for  Crimes  of  this  Nature, 
there  are  ten  Portiigucfe  to  one  of  any  other  Nation. 

Thou  wilt  eafdy  imagine,  dear  A'fonceca^  that  Po- 
reiQ-ners  are  at  fomc  Lofs  for  Amufemciu,  in  a 
Country  where  the  Women  are  fo  watch'd,  and 
where  Jealoufy  is  fo  wakeful.  All  the  Diverfion 
that  Gentlemen  can  have  here,  is  to  loiter  all  Day 
in  fome  pitiful  Coftee-houfes,  or  wretched  TavcrPiS 
or  Cabarets,  v/hich  fwarm  with  Whores  grown  old 
in  Debauchery  j,  and  into-  whofe  Hands  'tis  almoil 
as  dangerous  for  a  Stranger  to  fall,  as  for  one  of 
our  Brethren  to  fall  into  thofe  of  the  Inquifition. 

A  Man  muft  have  Bufinefs  at  Lijbon  to  detain 
hirn  there  long ;  otherwife  he  will  fbon  be  tir'd  witli 
that  kind  of  Life,  which  he  is  obliged  to  lead  here, 
llie  Portuguefe  commonly  flay  at  home,  and  never 
ftir  out  but  for  their  Bufmels.  Their  Houfcs  are 
almoft  as  Ilri(^Iy  watch'd  2s  xh^Turks  Seraglio's  i-fe 
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that  *tis  impoiTible  for  a  Foreigner,  how  amiable  or 
rational  foever,  to  expe£l  agreeable  Converfation  in 
this  Country.  The  very  King's  Court  has  an  Air 
of  Conftraint  and  Confinement,  and  every  thing 
palTes  there  with  a  Gravity,  directed  and  regulated 
by  Jealoufy.  The  Women  go  to  the  Queen's  Court 
drefs*d  richly,  and  cover'd  with  Jewels ;  but  they  are 
{o  narrowly  obferv'd  there,  that  'tis  almoft  impoflible 
for  them  to  find  an  Opportunity  to  punifh  their  Huf- 
fcands  for  the  Slavery  in  which  they  keep  them. 

Neverthelefs  'tis  true,  that  in  fpite  of  all  their 
Precautions,  it  fometimes  happens,  that  Love  fur- 
mounts  all  Obftacles.  'Tis  neceflary,  for  this  Pur- 
pofe,  to  ufe  fo  much  Induflry,  to  be  fo  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  Maxims  of  the  Country,  that  'tis 
jmpoffible  for  a  Foreigner  ever  to  be  happy  with  a 
Woman  of  Rank  ;  this  being  the  utmoft  that  a  Man 
can  expecSl,  who  is  born  and  bred  in  the  Country. 

Farewell,  dear  Alonceca  ;  live  content  aild  happy; 
and  profper  in  all  thy  Undertakings. 


End  of  the  Third  Volume. 
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%ayle^  his  Confutation  of  the  idle  Tale  of  a  Monk  con- 
cerning  Mahomet^  76.  Is  very  mach  efteem'd  by  the 
Dutch,  236.  'His  Jeft  upon  the  Adventure  of ///<:- 
jnena,  and  her  odd  Head-drefs,  242.  His  Chanadler 
of  the  Writings  of  Leti  and  Seckendorf,  277,  278. 

Beajls.     See  Animals. 

Bellegarde,  the  laft  Town  of  France,  next  to  Spaifi,  159. 

Bells,  the  Artifice  of  the  Jefuits,  to  obtain  them  at 
BruJJels,  100. 

Berediftines  don't  love  the  Jefuits,  169.  Have  a  great 
many  learned  Men  among  them  of  the  firfl:  Clafs,  ih. 

BentivogUo,  quoted,  as  to  the  prodigious  Number  of 
Ships  ho^oxK'^w^^X.o  Amfterdam,  164. 

Berlin,  the  Beauty  of  that  City,  272,  i!fc. 

Bijhops,  and  Clergy  of  Franct,  commended,  64.     Cen- 

•    fur'd,  96. 

Bleeding,  as  much  the  Surgeon's  Prevince  as  the  Phyii- 
cian's,  42^  43. 

Boerhaa've,  an  eminent  Profeffor  at  Leyden,  234. 

^i?z?//^r£',Archbifhopof7Vf(r^;/2;,  perfecutes  Firgil  oi Sahz-  ■ 
burg,  for  having  admitted  there  are  Aittipcdes,  297. 

Boniface  VIII.  Pope,  mortify'd  hy  Philip  the  Fair,  267.  ""• 
Bookfellers  pay  Journalifts  to  puff  their  ImprefTions,  233. 
Are  very  numerous  at  Amfcrdam,  201.  And  in  Ho- 
land,  233.  Don't  care  U'hat  they  print,  if  it  be  but 
new,  ib.  Their  Way  of  getting  rid  of  their  bad 
Copies,     234.     Their  Shops  the   Laboratories    and 

-  Poifoners  of  the  human  Underftanding,  23^. 
Bookfelling,  fubjedtoafort  of  Inquifition  in  France^  235. 

The  Licentioufnefs  of  it  in  Holland,  233,  234. 
Bouchet,  Jefuit,  his  Letter  on  the  Metempfychofi  quoted, 

132,  134- 
Bouillo7i\  Family  abandon  their  Religion,  252. 
Bourbon  Family,  aggrandiz'd  by  the  Spoils  of  the  Hotif<? 

of  Aufria,  when  it  was  more  likely  to  fall  under  the 

Yoke  of  the  latter,  2 1 5,.  2  1 6. 
Baurdaloue  would  have  been  hated  by  the  Jefuits,  if  he 

had  been  a  Benedict  he,  13S. 
t  Bos^ardi?^ 
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Bcyardo,  his  Story  of  the  Horfes  of  Renaud^xid.  Roland  ; 
'  and  of  the  latter 's  good  Senfe,  found  after  it  was  loft, 

"Brahanders^  good-natur'd  and  honeft,  but  a  little  ftupid^ 
98.  Their  Nobles  very  va.in,  ih.  Aboand  in  Kx- 
cetie?tcies^  v/ho  have  Leave  to  trade  as  Merchants  have^^ 
to  enoble  themfelves,  ib.  Yet  are  no  better  thai:\ 
mere  Gentlemen,  without  any  extraordinary  Preroga- 
tive over  their  VafTals,  289.  Superftitious  and  igno- 
rant, even  their  y^y«//j,  99,  103.  Very  much  be-^ 
fotted  to  Miracles,  ib.  Go  to  Paris  to  be  ruin'd,  105. 
The  Afs  in  the  Fable  compared  to  their  Fops,  105. 
The  ridiculous  and  extravagant  Oath  they  demand,  113. 

Braha7zt,  its  thick  Air  and  Climate,  98.  Is  extremely 
full  of  Nobility  and  Convents,  98  and  105. 

Braniins  admit  of  a  Metcnipfycho/tSy  131.  Their  Rea- 
fons,  ib. 

Brebeiify  a  remarkable  Quotation  from  him,  as  to  the 
Invention  of  Writing,  307. 

Breeches  of  a  Ca^-meliie  Friar,  metamorphofed  into  a  Pair 
worn  by  St.  Raymond,  245. 

Breeches  of  a  Genoefe  made  a  Miracle  of,  77. 

BritOy  Jacob y  his  Arrival  at  Barcelona ,  154.  At  Ma\ 
drid,  170.     At  Lijlon,  315. 

B rocks y   a  Hamburger y   an. excellent  Poet,  290. 

Brujfelsy  the  Artifice  of  the  Jefuits  to  obtain  Bells  there, 
100.    The  Beauty  of  its  Churches,  101. 

Burghers  opprefs'd  by  the  military  Power,  without  aa 
Opportunity  of  Complaint,  83,  ^V. 

C. 

Cabarets  in  Spain  deteftable  ;  and  the  Landlords  proud 

and  haughty,  171. 
Qacoethes  fa-ihendi  violent  in  Holland y  233. 
Cadiere  (la)  Favourite  of  Father  Girardy  63. 
Cadmus y  taken  for  an  Egyptian  by  fome^  and  for  a  Pha^ 

tiician  by  others,  communicates  Writing  to  the  Greeks^ 

and  is  deeni'd  its  Inventor,  306. 

Cahin^ 
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Calyhy  a  Man  of  very  great  Learning,  167.  His  pro- 
digious Genias.   257. 

Calnjinifm  lofes  France,  but  gains  England,  250. 

Canons  of  Liege,  formerly  of  noble  Birth,  but  now  of  as 
mean,  147. 

Caprice  infeparable  from  Women,  24. 

Caputhins,  their  Ignorance  is  their  Proteflion,  32.  They 
are  nafty,  difagreeable  and  vicious,  10 1.  Are  rebel- 
lious in  Catalonia,  and  lafcivious  in  PrcrvcJice,  ib. 

Caraites,  Judaifm  to  be  admir'd  in  them,  109,  1 10. 

Carmelites,  Adventure  of  one  with  a  Spanijh  Lady,  243. 
Hypocrify  and  Cunning  of  their  Prior,  244. 

Carochas,  Shrines  for  the  Dead  condemn'd  by  the  In- 
quifition,  229. 

Carrachio's,  excellent  Painters,    116. 

Carte/tans  deny  the  Vacuum,  56,  dsV.  Their  childiih 
Evafions  about  Infinity,  53,  57.  The  Strength  of 
their  Argument  concerning  the  Divifibility  of  Atoms, 
ib.    Hated  by  the  Jefuits,  138. 

Carthagenians^   row  one  of  the  viled  of  People,   9. 

Cafes  (Don  Bart  hoi.)  SpaniJJy  Hitiorian,  his  fharp  Cen- 
fure  of  the  Cruelties  of  the  Spaniards  in  the  Indies, 
299.  His  Work  uncommon,  but  tranflated  into  feve- 
ral  Langupges,  ib. 

CaJJia,  good  for  flight  Purges,  43. 

Cajiilians,  much  hated  by  the  Catalans,  155.  Love 
and  lerve  Philip  V,  155. 

Cafuijls,  the  Spanijh  and  Jefuits  cruelly  ridicul'd  by  Paf- 
frt/ in  his  Provincials,  303,   304. 

Catalans,  very  much  hate  the  Cafilians,  154.  Are 
accus'd  of  great  Rebellion,  ib.  Their  Wives  more 
gay  than  elfewhere  in  Spain,  i  5  j. 

Catalcnia,  its  prefent  State,  155.  The  French  fettle 
there  in  great  Numbers,  and  introduce  Gallantry  and 
Cuckoldom,    156. 

Catholics  of  Holland^  divided  into  Molinijls  and  Janfe- 
rJjls,  259. 

CeremQnia! 
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Ceremonial  of  the  Spanijh  Court  extremely  formal,  269,^ 

Ceremonies  zxiA  Cnfloms  foreign  to  Religion,  80. 

€er^oantes  (Michael de)  an  ingenious  Writer,  301.  Tiie 
Excellency  of  his  Hiftory  of  Don  fixate  de  la  Man- 
cba,  ih.  Being  a  ^/rt/z/^r//,  he  could  not  avoid  being 
fuperftitious,  ib.  His  ingenious  Criticifm  on  the  ^pa- 
7iijh  Romances  and  Poets,   302. 

Chantal^  a  Myftic  Lady,  Votary  of  St.  Francis  de  Sales, 

Chappuisy  his  Account  of  an  odd  fort  of  Oath,  1 14. 

Charh.magne  rebuilds  u4ix  la  Chapelie,  and  makes  it 
the  Capital  of  Gaul,  149.  He  makes  it  the  Place  of 
his  Refidence  and  Interment,  ib.     Is  canonis'd,    tho' 

■  a  great  Whoremailer,  63.  His  Colollal  Statue  car- 
ry'd  in  ProceiTion,  152.  His  Sword  and  Beit  vene- 
rated as  Relics,  borne  at  the  Coronation  of  the  Em- 
perors, and  (hev/n  to  the  Public  for  a  Fee,  150,  151. 

Charles  IV.  Emperor,  his  golden  Bull,  appointing 
the  Coronation  of  the  Emperors  at  Aix  la  Chape  lie, 
150. 

Charles  V.  Emperor,  was  Mailer  of  almoll  all  Europe, 
.  215.  Moft  of  his  Dominions  fall  into  the  Hands  of 
t\ie  Bourbon  Yzmily,  216.  His  Defcendants  as  power- 
ful as  ever,  ib.  Orders  Prayers  to  God  for  the  Deli- 
verance of  the  Pope  his  Prifoner,  267.  His  HiHory 
hySleidan,  commended,  277.  His  Apophthegm  upon 
the  Languages  o^  Europe,  279.    His  Vi^^ory  over  the 

■  Proteflants,  and  the  Miracle  that  is  reported  of  it,  298, 
Charles  11.  King  oi  Spain,  fupprefies  the  Infurre£tion  of 

the  Shoemakers  at  Madrid,  172.  In  five  Years  time 
he  has  feven  Confellor?,  175.  Is  defpis'd  by  the  Duke 
of  Ojfuua,  203.  Banifhes  his  own  Mother,  and  dif- 
graces  Venezuela,  204.  The  Conftraint  which  he  put 
his  Wife  under,  and  the  Danger  llie  ran,  210,  (^c. 
Tvvifts  the  Necks  of  two  Trench  Parrots,  and  his  An- 
tipathy to  two  French  Puppies,  2 1 4.  Yet  his  Domi- 
nions pafs  to  the  French,  ib.  His  Wife  durfl  not  alk  I 
him  to  pardon  a  Jcik;  Woman;,  227. 

CharUi 
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Charles  I.   King  of  England^  favoured  Popery,   251." 

Charles  II.  King  of  England,  the  Conilraint  he  was  put 
under  by  x\\t  Scots  Prelbyterians,  210. 

CJjarks  XII.  King  o{  S^.veden,  another  Alexander,  214. 
The  Rapidity  of  his  Conquefts,  ib.  Conquers  all  Po- 
land, and  gives  it  to  Statnjlaus,  zGi,  zGz. 

Cheopesy  King  of  Egypt,  proilitutes  his  Daughter  to  pur- 
cliafe  the  Pyramids,  12. 

Childrsn,  the  Number  of  thofe  that  may  be  born  un- 
certain, 138.  The  Patriarchs  make  no  Dillindion  be- 
tween thofe  got  in  Wedlock  and  others,  142.  Their 
ill  Education  in  Holland,  z'i^':,  238. 

C/?vV;r/^  think  their  Language  the  moll  antient,  219. 

Chi'va  Rama,  Harigara,  mylterious  Words,  which, 
among  the  Indians,  cancel  Sins,  135,  13-. 

Chrijiianity  and  Chri^ians.  '  See  Nazarenes. 

Cbryf.ppus  furniihes  the  Cartefjans  whh.  their  Evafion  con- 
cerning  Infmity,  53. 

Churches  in  Spain,  Places  of  Afllgnation  and  Gallaatrv 

Cicero  reproves  Plato  .concerning  the  incorporeal  Nature 
of  the  Deity,  12.  Quoted  as  to  the  Objedions  con- 
cerning the  Nature  of  the  Soul,  57.  As  to  the  Con- 
redionofthe  Sciences,  97.  As  to  the  Exiitence  and 
Plurality  of  the  Gods,  188,  1S9.  As  to  the  Educa- 
tion of  the  Laccd^?nonians,  238. 

CircumciJKon  firft  pracTtis'd,  perhaps,  by  the  Egyptians,  i  oS, 
109,  1 10.  Admitted  by  the  Coptes,  even  for  the 
Women,  ib.  Pafs'd  from  the  Egvptians  to  the  Ph^~ 
nicians,  Syrians,  Macrons,  and  perhaps  to  tlie  Jeijcs  ih\ 

Cities  Imperial,  free  Republics,  and  enjoying  fine  Pri- 
vileges, 289.     Numerous  in  Germany,  ib. 

Claj-a.{S\..)  one  of  the  Patronelfes  of  the  xMyllics,  61,  01, 

Clarke,  ilrcnuoufly  defends  ^-^r/Vz////^;,  182. 

C/^//<^^  did  Jurtice  to  Jmauld,  168,  192. 

ClementYUl.  Pope,  imprifon'dandinfulted  by  Cbar/esV, 
-who  orders  Prayers  to  God  neverthdefs  for  Jiis  Ddi- 
yerraice,  26;-. 

C/er^ 
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Clergy  xevy  covetous,  5.  Their  criminal  Abufe  of  Ima- 
ges, 8.  Are  Slaves  to  Falhion,  and  difdain  their  Pro- 
feffion,  96.  Are  very  rich  in  the  Netherlands ^  105. 
Thofe  of  the  Coptes  as  great  Knaves  as  the  reft,  5, 
Their  Avarice  fupports  and  multiplies  Superftition, 
1  c;4.  Great  Whoremafters  in  Spain,  157,  ^c.  Their 
Tyranny  there,  175.  Their  violent  Meafures  will  be 
the  Ruin  of  Popery,  260. 

Columbus,  Chrijiopher,  fhews  the  AbfurdJty  of  the  Arti* 
cle  of  Faith  which  deny'd  the  Antipodes,  297. 

Colunvi  of  Pompey,  the  ridiculous  Story  which  the  Ara- 
bians give  out  concerning  it,  123. 

Comedians  not  excommunicated  in  Spain  as  th'ey  are  in 
France,  161.  Have  Maufoleums  eredled  for  them  in 
England,  ib. 

Comedy,  Trench,  very  much  in  Vogue  in  Germany,  295, 
The  Spanijh  fantailical  and  irregular  1 60,  161. 

Commandants  of  fortify 'd  Towns  generally  fevere  and 
exacting,  83,  to  85. 

Cofnmentators  great  Confounders  of  Texts,  66. 

Commerce,  the  Rife  and  vaft  Progrefs  of  the  Dutch,  163. 
164. 

Compilers  injudicious,  278. 

ConfeJJion  of  the  Coptes  not  particular,  ^. 

Confejjors  of  the  King  of  ^/^/w "intriguing  and  caballing, 
175. 

Conquerors  furious  and  enrag'd,  1 84. 

Conringius,  his  Applaufe  of  Marianas  Hillory  of  Spain, 
300. 

Confcience,  the  moft  able  Lawyer,   141. 

Confent,  free  and  voluntary  of  the  Parties,  the  only 
Foundation  of  Marriages,  according  to  the  Council  of 
T^rent,  284.  That  of  the  Parents  necelTary,  according 
to  the  Lav/s  of  France,  285. 

Conftitution  Vnigenitus,  its  Confequences  fatal  to  the 
Court  of  Rojne,  270. 

Contro'verjial  Writers  have  a  vaft  Contempt  for  their  Ad- 
verfaries,  82. 

Com- 
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Con^j€nts,  the  Wealth  of  thofe  in  the  Netherlands,  ito^. 
Copies  the  Remains  ot   the  old  Egyptians,  are  very  nu- 
meroui  ;    follow  the  Herefy  of  Eutyches  ;  are  mife- 
rable,   and  keep  the  Regifters   of  the  Lands,  i  to  5. 
Arc  unjuilly  treated  as  obitinate  Heretics,  2.     Their 
Defence  againll  the  Miffionaries,   3.     Make  a  fordid 
Barter  of  their   Religion,  •  and   always  return   to   it 
again,   4.   Educated  in  a  contempt  for  all  others,   5. 
1  heir    Confeffion   not   particular,  and  their  Faftings 
fevere,  ib.     Their  Images  mere  Memorials,  6.     Ad- 
mit of  Circumcifion  even  for  the  Women,  108.  They 
often  make  ufe  of  Divorces,  110,  126.     Their  Prieils 
as  crafty  as  others,  and  they  fell  all  their  Ceremonies, 
1Z5,  126. 
Coquettes,  hovv  they  jullify  themfelves,  22. 
Cordelier  Friars  the  Dire«Slors  of  Love  in  Spa'ui  ;   how 

pernicious  to  Hulbands,  157,  241. 
Corneille^    his   fine  Pieces  tranflated,    279.    Had  a  very 
great  Efleem  for  Lopex.de  Vcga^  from  whom  he  took 
his  Mentor,  303. 

Correggioy  an  excellent  Painter. His  Women  fine 

Pieces,  115. 
Cortes  Ferdi!zandj  Conqueror  of  Mexico,  a  great  Villain, 

297,  298. 
Councils,    their  indifputable  Authority  among  the  Na- 

zarcTies,  2.      . 
Counfellors,  young,  alham'd  of  their  Profcffion,  96. 
Countries,  certain,  proper  for  certain  Talents,  1 17,  290. 
Courtezan,  an  Egyptian  one,  builds  one  of  the  Pyramids, 
121.  The  Cunning  and  Hypocrify  of  one  at  i?o;/»f,  247. 
Thofe  of  Portugal  old  and  dec;iy 'd,  321. 
Courtiers  always  ready  to  embrace  their  Sovereign's  Re- 
ligion, 252. 
Coutures   fdes,  M.)  he  oppofes  Des  Cartes\  Opinion   of 

Atoms,  57. 
Creatures,  their  Folly  in  attempting  to  know  the  CreatOT 
thoroughly,  68. 

Crejccnts, 
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Crefcents,  tliree,  worn  by  Alanena,  in  Memory  of  tliC 
three  Nights  (he  fpent  with  Jupiter ^  2<f2. 

Croifadoes,  the  Means  of  renewing  them,  1 26.  Thofe 
of  the  GenoeJ g^'omtn  unprotitable  and  ruinous,  127, 

Crcfsy  that  of  Cortez,  miraculous,  298. 

Croy  baiiter'd  for  tracing  his  Genealogy  to  Ado.m,  99,  ^c. 

Cuckoldom  very  much  favour'd  by  the  Balls  at  the  Opera- 
hdufe,  sccv^hy  Hackney  Coaches,  19,  20.  Render'd 
common  in  Spain  by  the  French ^  155,  156.  Ho- 
nour'd  by  the  NafamoneSy  142,  143.  Refpedled  as  it 
comes  through  the  Canal  of  Religion,  like  that  of 
Amphitryony  242.  Honourable  to  tht  Spaniards,  as  it 
comes  from  the  Monks,  241. 

Curates,  or  Curez,  in  France,  generally  civil  Men,  and 
well  behav'd,  6^. 

D. 

Daniels  Hiflory  of  France  appeal'd  to,  276. 

David  dwifcs  a  young  Woman  in  his  latter  Dzys,  146. 

All  his  Hymns  fung  by  Jeivs  and  ChriJiianSy  Catbo^ 

lies  and  F  rot  eft  ant  Sy  ib. 
Da^viUy  not  a  very  faithful  Hiftorian,  but  elegant  and 

folid  in  his  Refl^dions,  276. 
Delfty   Gr otitis  had  not  the  fame  Honour  there  as  Eraf^ 

mus  had  at  Rotterdam ,  236. 
Denain  Battle  retrlev'd  the  Affairs  of  France,  215. 
Denmark  intirely  Proteflant,  251,  255.      Its  Pretenfion^ 

to  Hamburg,  291. 
Des  Cartes,  his  Principles  demonftrated  geometrically  hy 

Spinofa,  5  3 .   Confuted  about  Atoms  by  Des  Couturcs, 

en.    Would  have  been  read  by  the  Jefuits  if  he  had 

been  of  their  Body,  138.     Had  a  natural  Daughter, 

who  dy'd  young,  290.    Looked  upon  in  Portugal  as 

an  Agent  of  ^^/^?/z,  31B. 
Deftotic  Power  more  dangerous  than  the  Brutality  of  the 

People,  195.    Corrupts  the  Morals  of  Sovereigns,  195. 
Dro9,ndermi  the  Divinity  of  the  Indians ,  135. 

De'votiofi 
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Devotion  of  a  Dog  that  was  a  (launch  Cathoh'c,  89,  and 

that  of  an  Ewe  of  St,  Francis,  ib. 
Dikes,  of  what  Importance  they  are  in  Hollaiid,   237. 
Dinniger  William ^  the  Baftard  and  Amanuenfis  of  Leih' 

nitz,    290, 
Diodorus  of  Sicily,  his  Idea  of  the  World,  like  that  of 

Spinoxa,    1 1 .     Thought  Men  fprung  out  of  the  Earth 

like  Plants  and  Infeds,   219.     The  Ridiculoufnefs  and 

Impiety  of  that  Opinion,   220,   222. 
Dire^ors  or  Guides  of  the  Myftics,  how  they  manao-e 

them,   60,   6t. 
Difcipline  Military,  demands  Severity,    8^. 
DiJiraSiions,  Inftance  of  a  very  extraordinary  one,   or 

&c. 
Divines  X.Q)0  infolent  to  their  Adverfaries,  82.     The  Spa- 

nip  very  b:id,  303,  kc.      The  French  wifer  and  more 

learned,   305. 
Divorces  much  ufed  by  the  Copies,  and  deriv'd  from  tlie 

Egyptians  or  Arabians,    I  26. 
Dog,  a  very  devout  one,   87,   Szq. 
Dog-days,   their  Obfervation  bantcr'd  by  MoJiere,   209. 
Dornine  non  fum  dignus,  an  Expreffion  made  ufe  of  by 

the  Qacen  of  Spain  to  banter  a  Nobleman  for  his  Stu- 
pidity,  212. 
Dominic  (St.)  the  Founder  of  the  Inquifition,  and  one  of 

tlie  Patrons  of  the  Myllic  Sed,   6 1 . 
Don  ^ixote,  his  Hero  parallell'd  with  Ignatius  Loyola, 

he.    304.  .    The   Excellency   of   Michael  Cervantes" s 

Elifiory,   301. 
Doricha.      See  Rhcdope. 
Dcubf  lends  to  an  Inquiry  after  Truth,    5. 
Dragooning.      See  Papijis  and  Perfeciiti'.n. 
Drefs  of  the  Quakers  very  plain,    182. 
Drufes,  Inhibitants  of  Mount  Lebanon,  marry  their  owu 

Daughters,  and  lie  with  one  another's  Wives,  1 :;. 
Duels  have  provM  the  Dellruclion  of  the  braveil  Men, 

47,   48.     Forbid  by  State  Policy,  ib. 
Duena,  a  Spavijh  Governefs  or  Overfeer,  156,  281. 

Vol.  III.  CL  Dutch, 
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Dutchf  their  Sobriety  and  other  Qualities  highly  com- 
mended, 105.  Trade  their  only  Reiburce,  163.  Theirs 
eilabliih'd  on  the  Ruins  of  Spain,  ib.  Their  great 
Liberty,  162,  164.  Their  Populace  brutifh  and  info- 
lent,  194.  Liberty  of  their  Peafants,  ib.  Their 
Burghers  frank,  fober,  and  attach'd  to  Bufinefs,  1 96. 
Their  Patricians  mindful  of  their  Duties^  ib.  Privi- 
leges of  their  Nobility,  and  their  modeil  and  amiable 
Carriage,  197.  Tedioufnefs  of  their  Deliberations. 
198.  They  don't  aim  to  aggrandize  themfelves,  199, 
Their  mild  Treatment  of  the  Indians,  200.  Their  Aca- 
demies and  their  Cultivation  of  the  Sciences,  200,  201 . 
Their  great  Lidullry,  and  conftant  Labour,  236,  237. 
Are  overtax'd,  237.  Too  indulgent  to  their  Chil- 
dren, ib.  Yet  give  them  bad  Tutors,  238.  Their 
School-mailers,  difbanded  Monks,  or  whiffling  Priefts, 
239.  The  Obftinacy  of  the  Dutch  Women  in  this 
Point,  ib.  Their  Catholics  divided  into  Molinijh  and 
Janfenijis,  259.  Their  Conquefls  over  iht  Portuguefe 
in  the  Indies,   320. 

Vyfenteries  cur'd  by  the  Ypecacuana,  43. 

E. 

Earth,  Galileo  imprifon'd  for  afierting  its  Motion,  297, 

Education  too  much  negleded  in  Holland,  238.  Better 
there  for  Girls  than  Boys,  239.  Severity  of  that  of 
the  Lacedaemonians,  238. 

Egypt  very  populous  and  flourifhing  foon  after  the  De- 
luge, 112.  Its  feveral  Mailers,  106,  ^<-.  The  pro- 
found Ignorance  of  the  PrieJfts  and  People  there,  5. 
Conquer'd  by  Selim,  106.  Its  happy  Climate  makes 
melancholy  Tempers  gay,  ib.  Animals  degenerate  as 
well  as  Men,  ib.  Their  fabulous  Origm,  and  ridi- 
culous Dynajiies,  111,  112.  Their  Defcendants  nam'd 
Coptes,  106.  The  Egyptians  were  the  firft  that  un- 
derilood  the  Seiences,  9.  7'he  Antiquity  of  their  Na- 
tion and  their  Pyramids,  9,  lo.  Are  now  very  con- 
temptible^ 


INDEX. 

temptible,  9.  Their  Priells  the  firll  Phllofophers,  10. 
They  look  upon  Sodomites  as  Saints,  14.  Are  per- 
fedl  Poltroons,  and  excluded  from  military  Degrees, 
107.  Mind  nothing  but  Pleafure,  7^.  Are  wedded 
to  their  Cufloms,  ib.  108.  Were  the  firft  that  us'd 
Ciroimcifion,  which  pafs'd  to  their  Nazarenes^  who 
communicated  it  to  feveral  Nations,  and  perhaps  to 
t\it  J eius,  as  well  as  other  Cuftoms,  108,  109.  Their 
Hillory  is  fdent  as  to  the  Drowning  of  Pharoah,  1 1 1 . 
They  looked  upon  theirs  to  be  the  moll  antient  Lan- 
guage, 219. 

Elcdors  of  th©  Empire  ;  their  Power,  and  Grandeur  of 
their  Courts,  289,  290. 

Elizabeth^  Qaeen  oi  England^  favour'd  hy  SlxtusN .  265, 

Eloquence  not  much  efteem'd  by  polite  Republics,  29. 

Emetic  proper  for  ftrong  Evacuations,   43. 

Etnpedocles,  his  Vanity  pufh'd  him  headlong  into  the  YoX- 
cano  of  Mount  ^tna,   5  i . 

Empires,  the  V^anity  of  the  GuelTes  of  Politicians  concern- 
ing their  Fate,  215.  A  mere  Nothing  fupports  or  ruins 
them,  ib.  Are  liable  to  a  certain  Circulation,  216. 

EfigIandh'xm?[\Qs  Popery,  250.  Would  have  been  entirely 
Proteftant,  had  it  not  been  for  James  I.  25  i .  James  W, 
the  Caufe  of  the  Papifls  Expulfion  from  thence,  264. 
No  Prince  who  is  a  Papill  can  pollefs  that  Crown,  258. 

Englijh  not  very  religious,  Dedic.  l^heir  Nobility  proud 
and  fcornful,  197.  I'heir  Hillorians  vain  and  partial, 
2/7.  Trade  much  with  the  Portuguefe,  and  thwart 
the  Aggrandifement  oi  Spain^   320. 

Epicureans  admit  a  Vacuum,   5  i . 

Epicurus y  his  Pleafure  very  infipid,  and  his  great  Merit 
acknowledged,  38.  Fear  was  his  only  Motive  for  ad- 
mitting of  the  Exiiknce  of  the  Gods,  1 90. 

Equality  necelTary  in  Republics,  1 94.  The  Bails  of  that 
of  the  United  Pro'vincesy  19S. 

Era/musy  a  Statue  ereded  to  him  at  Rotterdamy  236. 

E>-icus  Johannes  Pet rus^  his  ridiculous  Imaginations  touch- 
ing the  Origin  of  the  Gr<?^/^  Tongue  confuted,  220. 

0^2  Efcobar, 
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E^cohar,  a  bad  yefuit  Divine,    248. 

Ethiopians  probably  deriv'd  Circumcifion  from  the  Egyp- 
tians, ic8.  Thought  theirs  the  moll  antiem:  Lan- 
guage,  219. 

Etiquette,  a  very  ftrid  Ceremonial  of  the  Court  of  Spain, 
209.      It  occafion'd  a  fatal  Accident,  211. 

E'Vacuations  procur'd  by  an  Emetic,   43. 

Eugenia,  a  Favourite  of  the  Queen  of  Spain,  marries 
Valen%iiela,  and  promotes  him  to  be  a  Grandee  of 
Spain,   203. 

£iv7,  God  cannot  be  the  AutKor  of  it,    131,   132. 

Eutyches,  his  Doctrine  embraced  by  the  Cci/>/^j,    i. 

E'voe  of  St.  Francis,  a  devout  one,   89. 

Examination  not  allowM  to  the  Pnpifts,    2. 

Excellencies  very  common  in  Brabant,   98,  1 14. 

Excommunications  of  the  Popes,    260. 

Exercifes  of  Strength  and  Agility  good  for  the  Health,  45. 

Experience  very  hard  to  acquire,  efpecially  in  Phyfic,  and 
often  dangerous,  44. 

F. 

jF^z//?'^/-j  of  the  Church  Defenders  of  Images,  6,  7. 

Fauns.      See  Satyrs. 

Favourites.     See  Courtezans. 

Feet   of  the  Queen  of  Spain   untouchable   on   Pain   of 

Death,  210. 
Fe'vers  cur'd  by  the  Jefuits  Bark,  or  Powder,  43. 
Fingers,  the  Gallants   at   the  Court  of  Spain  talk  with 

ti^em,    213,   281. 
Flanders  partly  conquered  by  the  French,   216. 
Flemings  as  fuperllitious  as  the  Brabanders,   98.     Their 

Academy   for  Painting  formerly  excellent,    but  now 

very  much  declin'd,    116.     Many  of  the  Inhabitants 

go  to  Spain  to  work,    174. 
Fleury  (Cardinal  de)  his  Remedy  for  the  Abufe  of  Pen- 

fions,   48. 
Follies  and  Extravagances  pious,   35,   36. 
Folly  \try  remarkable  of  a  Spanijh  Nobleman,  203,  204. 

Fqh- 


I    Js^     D     E     X. 

Fontaine^  his  Tale  of  the  Grafhopper,  apply 'd  to  an 
imprudent  Coquette,   23. 

Fontana  Rofa,  a  Dominican,  an  able  Preacher,  ar.u  a 
great  FrequenCer  of  Bawdy-houres,  246.  An  Enemy 
to  the  Jefuiis,  whom  he  infults,  and  vvhofe  Snares  lie 
efcapes,   247.     His  Adventure  with  a  Whor^,  ib. 

Fontenelle  cenfur'd,    158. 

Fop  compared  to  a  Preacher,   91. 

Force,  the  Family  of  tiiat  Name  abandon  their  Religion, 

Foreigners  (young)  are  often  corrupted  \xv  France^  IC5. 
Pafs  their  Time  vtt^  ill  hi  Portugal,   321. 

Fortune,  Inllance  of  her  proinoting  Fcvions  to  Dignities 
from  nothing,  in  Valenxuela,   203,  £.c. 

France,  the  Pvlisfortune  of  the  Inhabitants  of  her  Fic-.: 
tiers,  83,  is'c.  Her  inland  Subjedls  not  fo  much  op- 
prefs'd,  85.  How  much  humbled  ii":  tl^e  Ki^'gn  of 
Henry  III.  and  rais'd  under  Henrj  IV.  268.  Hti 
Conquers  from  Spain,  216.  Her  Abhorrence  of  the? 
Inquifition,  and  the  Dillurbanccs  it  would  create  there, 
230,  231.  Her  Banifhment  of  C«/r/;/ //;;;,  25c.  A 
TriHe  may  embroil  her  with  Rcrfie,  271.  The  E'if- 
cipline  of  the  Cour.cil  of  Trent  not  admitted  there, 
284.     Heretofore  full  of  petty  Tyrants,  289. 

Franche-Cornte,  a  favoarire  Province  of  Charles  V.  con- 
quer'd  by  the  French,  216. 

Trancina,  natural  Daughter  of  Ves  Cartes,  vvlio  died 
young,   290. 

Francis  (TJ/Jize  (St.)  admirable  Devotion  of  his  Ewe, 
89.  His  Craft  and  Delicacy,  and  a  Banter  upon  his 
Grafhopper,  loi.  His  miraculous  Efcape  from  a 
Snare  laid  for  him  by  a  Beggar,  102.  His  Children  a 
pack  of  idle  Rafcals,  ii?. 

Francis  de  Sales  (St.)  oile  of  the  Patrons  of  the  Myftic 
Sed,  61.  His  Letters  to  Chantal  the  Nun,  and  the 
EfTeft  of  lus  Myllic  Style,    i  5  7,  t*vc. 

Franeker,   the  Seat  of  the  Academy  of  Friejland,  20 1. 

Frednricjiadt,  Suburb  of  i^rr//;?,  its  Beauty,  273. 

C^3  French, 
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Trench,  their  Jufts  and  Tournaments  magnificent,  bat 
abolifh'ci  by  the  Death  of  Henry  l\,  46,  47.  Their 
Towns  well  fortified,  and  their  Troops  well  difciplin'd, 
83.  7"heir  Officers  fevere  and  exading,  ib.  Their 
proper  Charader,  86.  Wit  is  generally  what  they 
aim  at,  93,  94..  Are  Slaves  to  ridiculous  Culloms 
and  Fafhions,  95,  96.  They  hurt  themfelves  by  en- 
ileavouring  to  refled  as  profoundly  as  the  EngUJh^io^. 
Many  of  them  go  to  work  in  Spain,  1  74.  Their  No- 
bility faucy  and  Fops,  197.  Three-fourths  of  them 
reckon'd  Janfenijisy  270.  Are  defcended  from  the 
G^A-;/7rt;/j,  and  love  them,  273.  Their  Language  very 
much  altered,  219,   312. 

Turjiemburg  (Cardinal)  favour'd  by  Lenxis  XIV.  and 
abus'd  by  Innocent  XI.   264. 

G. 

Gabriel  (Archangel)  brought  the  Alcoran  to  Mahomet y 
and  the  Spiritual  Exercifes  to  Ignatius  Loyola^  41. 

Galanteur,  in  Spain,  where  it  is  the  Cuftom  for  marry 'd 
Men  to  pay  their  Devoirs  to  the  Ladies  in  public, 
203,   212.     The  fame  abolifh'd  by  P/'//// V.   213. 

Galeiius  [Abraham]  an  eminent  Anabaptift,    192. 

Galiega  [la]  a  famous  iS/^w/}^  Adrefs,    159. 

Galileo  clapp'd  up  in  the  Inquifition  for  afferting  the 
Motion  of  the  Earth,   297,   319. 

Gallantry  o^  F\-ance  and  Spain,  203.  Increas'd  in  Spain 
,          by  the  French  as  well  as  Cuckoldom,    156.    The  Ceii- 
'  trs  of  it,   281. 

Gafcons  very  vain,   Dedic. 

GaJ/endiy  the  Philofopher,  admits  a  Vacuum  ;  and  his 
Reafons  for  it,  51,  &c.  And  for  the  Infinity  of  Mat- 
ter, 53. 

Genealogies,  the  Ridiculoufnefs  of  carrying  them  fo  hig'a 
as  Ada7n,   99. 

Generations  thought  eternal  by  the  Indians,    132. 

Genaefe  had  like  to  have  paid  dearly  for  his  Curiofity  to 
fee  what  the  Turks  did  in  their  Mofque.s  76. 

Genoefa 
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Genoefe  Women's  Croifade  to  the  Holy  land,   127. 
Georgians,  their  L^inguage  very  fimple,   312. 
Germans,  their  Nobility  proud  and  haughty,  197.    The 
People  in  general  frank,   brave,  judicious  and  candid, 
273.  Not  very  lively,  278.  The  Fathers  and  Friends 
of  the  French,  273.  Are  well  received  in  Fra7ice,  274. 
Quitted  Popery  by  reafon   of  the   Infolence  of  the 
Monks,  ib.     Their  Writings  carious,  but  too  volu- 
minous,   2-5.      Are  not  Wranglers,  ib.     Have  good 
Lawyers  and  Phyficians,  ib.     Their  Hiilorians  dull, 
and  too  credulous  of  Foreigner?,  ib.  and  276.     Their 
Language  proper  for  Works   of  Learning  and  Mo- 
rality,  27S.     Have  but  few  Orators  and  Poets,  ib. 
None' of  the  latter  tranfi.ited,   279.     They  arc  belt  at 
Civil  Law,  Politics,  Literature  and  Philofophy,   2S(% 
290.     Great  Travellers,   but   to  little  purpolc,   29-,. 
Love  good  Chear,  bat  are  not  fuch  Drunkr.rdj  as  fot- 
merly,   294.     Their  Fancy  for  F.-uertammcpts,   295. 
Their  Adors  indifterent,  ib. 
Germany,   the  Prejudice  it   fufferM  by  the  Kleaors  ot 
Saxony  changing   their    Religion,    2.-;o.     K3.gu",    by 
the  means  of  Poland,  be  mtirt-'Iy  Cuhclic,  2 5  ; .     Quit? 
Popery  for  Lutheranijin,  274.     Contains  mere  Court' . 
and  more  Highneffes,  than  all  Europe  together,  zSv- 
The  Tyranny  of  its  petty  Sovereigns,  ib.     In  moiv 
of  its  Courts  are  French  Comedies,  and  often  Italian 
Opera's    20  c. 
Gerfon  difaDproves  of  the  Abufe  of  the  Pipal  Power, 

268. 
Ghent,  a  mlraculoas  Image  worfhipp'd  there,   1C3, 
Giants  fuppofed  to  have  built  the  Pyramids,  122. 
Giovenazzo  (Duke  de)  his  Negociations  in  Portugal,  dli- 

own'd  by  the  Court  oi  Spain,  206,  207. 
Girard   (Father)    Jefuit,    a   whimfical   Book  under  hh 

Name,  63.     Four  of  his  principal  Votaries,  ib.     An 

Expreflion  in  his  Letters,    157. 
Girls  in  Holland,  their  Education  better  than  that  of  the 

Boys,   239, 

0^4  Glory, 
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Glory\  t\t.  Learned  more  fond  of  it  than  they  will  own, 
tho'  they  write  againll  it,   26  to  29.     That  of  Con- 
querors comparM  to  the  Fury  of  Madmen,  184. 
God^  the  juft  Ideas  of  God  defac'd  by  Idolatry,  i  o,  &c.  1 3 . 
What  Ideas  the  Philofophers  had  of  him,  ib.    His  fpi- 
ritual  Nature  not  known  to  the  Antients,  ib.    His  Ex- 
igence not  well  prov'd  from  innate  Ideas,  but  from  his 
eternal  and  fovereign  Power,  15.  A  fine  PalTage  there- 
upon in  the  Alcoran,  67.     The  fine  Order  of  the  Uni- 
verfe  the  beft  Proof  of  his  Being,  ib.     The  magnifi- 
cent Ideas  of  him  in  the  Alcoran,  ib.  and  68.     Pie 
always  a6ts  by  Methods  the  moil  fimple,   138. 
Gods,  the  Plurality  of  them  admitted  by  the  Philofophers, 
Ti2,  Arijiotle,   Cicero,    189,  190,  &:C.      Their  Infirmity 
and  Corruption  cenfur'd  by  Amobius  and  St.  Augujiinef 
192. 
Gondrins  Family  abandon  their  Religion,  252. 
Good-morroiv,  the  Indulgence  annex'd  to  that  Salutation 

in  Italy,  136. 
Government,  a  Mixture  of  good  and  bad  every-where, 
195.     The  Dutch  tending  to  make  a  Man  happy,  197. 
Go<vernors  General  moll  favourable  to  the  People,   86. 
Go-verfiors  Military,  generally  harfh  and  exadting,  ib, 
Gracian  [Baltafar)  his  Works,  even   his   Criticon  and 

his  Courtier,  unnatural,  and  too  much  refin'd,   303. 
Grandees  of  Spain,  formerly  not  very  refpedlful  to  their 
Monarch,    but  lately   humbled   and   mortified,     203. 
I'he  odd  Caprice  of  one  of  them,  who  took  pet  at 
the  Preferment  of  Valen^uela,   204.      T'jiey  take  him 
by  Force  out  of  a  Church,   and  then  do 'Penance  for 
it,  by  walking  in   their  Shirts,  with  a  Halter  about 
their  Necks,   205.     They  have  had  a  long  Struggle 
Vvith  the  Monks  for   the  Miniilry,  ib.     They  fupply 
the  place  of  the  Catchpoles  and  Hangmens  Lackeys, 
at  the  Executions  of  the  Inquifition,  226.  Tney  creep 
like  Slaves,  or  ftrut  like  Sovereigns,   202,   &c. 
Grajhopper,  a.   Banter  on  that  of  St.  Francis,    lOi.     A 
'1  ale  of  Fontaine^ J,  23. 

Qravi* 
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Gra'uefande  [de]  an  eminent  ProfelTor  at  Leydtn,   2^^. 
Gra'vity  well  defin'd  by  Rockefoucault,   288.     ExceiTive 

Gravity  of  the  Spaniards,  159. 
Greats  tiie  Folly  of  taking  that  Surname  to  a  Morait, 

to  be  a  Plague  to  Mankind,   292. 
Greatejl  Man,  who  he  was  ;  vain  Difputes  about  ft,  291. 

APafTuge  out  of  Voltaire,  declaring  it  to  be  NeivtOi:, 

ih. 
Greece,  its  Games  rather  Political  than  for  mere  Diver- 

fion,  46. 
Greek  Language  form'd  out  of  the  Ruins  o{  the  Egyptian, 

218,   219.      Viiions  of  £m7^-f,  relating  to  the  Origin 

of  it,    kc    220.      Derived   from   the   M'^r^iu, .  396, 

307,  &c. 
Gtecks,  now  one  of  the  vilell  Nations  9.     A  Colon),  of 

rite  Egyptians  and  Phteniciuns,   2  i  S.      Pre tctid  to  l")e 

born  in  tlieir  own  Country,  like  Infe<ftr,  219.     Have 

adopted  the  Hehrenv  Alphabet,   306. 
Gregory  \l\.  (Pope)  hi^  Indignities  towards  the  Empe- 
ror Henry  lY .    266. 
Gregory  XIII.  (Popc)  fubjefls  the  Jev.s  to  forced  a:id 

violetit  Inlliniftioh'F,  180. 
Gvcnlngen,  th^Sc?it  of  the  Acadeniv  of  that  Province, 

20I_^'-    M.  :.. 

Grvtius  not  fo  much  honcur'd  at  Di:lft  as  Eraft.iui  at 
Rotterdam,  236.      \m\X.?xtthy  Puffcndorf,  275. 

Guarini  tranilated' into  fcveral  Lans:ar"'-es,  2-q, 

Guido,  a'n  excellent  Painter,  n6. 

Guypn  (L-xly)  a  Haunch  Molinijl ;  \izr  ^^o-n  ar.d  eaf,'  Mc- 
thod'oFPraycr, .  and  "her  Song  of  Songs  myfticVd,  Xj\. 

Gu^mar,  d'y](/hrat.fye'i  Life,  &  pktitWt  znp,uMdl  Book, 
301.  ,....,- 

If. 

Haerhm  befie^^'d,   2c8,  29a. 
Halnault,  partly  conqucrM  \ij  the  French,  216. 
Jiafdbuyg,  a  rich  trading  Gty,  '2^^.     Bai^t  on  t^e^JT/r, 
lb.     An  Imperial  City,  and  a  ftt^  Republic,  ib.  28.^. 

Q  s;  Often 
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Often  at  Variance  with  Denmark^  and  protecled  by  the 
Empire,  290.  Its  Inhabitants  polite,  and  fond  of 
the  Arts  and  Sciences,  ib.  Have  a  great  German  Poet 
among  them,  ib.  Its  Magiftrates  courteous  and  fober, 
ib.  But  often  fatigu'd  with  the  Mutinies  of  the  People, 
293. 
Hanfe  Towns  in  Germany,  289. 
Happineff  not  the  certain  EfFed  of  Knowledge,  27.  Con- 

fiib  in  Probity  only,  ib. 
Har^erwycijtheSQ3.t  of  the  Academy  0^  Guelder  land^zoi . 
Head-drefsy  Alcmena'Sy  very  fmgular,   242. 
Heart  of  Man,  the  Study  of  it  the  only  way  to  acquire 

Wifdom,   139. 
flebraifisy  a  Seft  abounding  in  Women,  and  by  confe- 

quence  very  talkative,  185, 
liibrewy  the  Knowledge  of  it  lookM  upon  as  an  Article 
of  Faith  among  the  Hehraijis,  185.  Difficulties  about 
its  Antiquity,  217,  &c.  The  Source  of  the  other 
Oriental  Languages,  218.  Several  Authors  difpute  it, 
217.  Was  probably  the  Language  of  Adam,  220. 
And  the  firft  of  all  Languages,  306  to  309.  Had 
neither  Points  nor  Vowels  till  the  Time  of  Confianttne^ 
and  yet  as  eafy  to  read  as  the  Writing  of  Women, 
commonly  very  faulty,  and  without  Orthography  or 
Pointing,  308,  309. 
Ileliodorus  had  rather  lofe  his  Bilhopric  than  difown  his 

Loves  of  Theagenes  and  Charicle,   32. 
Hellebore,  not  enough  in  the  World  to  cure  the  Spanijh 

Divines,  304. 
Jienry  II.  King  of  Trance,  kilPd  by  a  Lance  at  a  Tour- 
nament, which  was  the  Reafon  of  fuppreffing  them, 
46. —  III.  let  his  Kingdom  run  to  Ruin,  208. —  IV. 
afikfllnated  by  the  Contrivance  of  the  Monks,  ib.  Re- 
trieves the  State  of  his  Kingdom,  ib.  His  irreligious 
Apophthegm  relating  to  the  Mafs,  252,  253.  Fa- 
vour'd  by  Sixtus  V.  265. 
Hefiry  IV.  Emperor  y^ry  unworthily  treated  by  Gregory 
VIl.  266,  269. 

Henry 
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Henry  VIII.  King  of  England,  his  Quarrel  with  the 
Pope,  of  Service  to  the  Protellant  Religion,  271.  He 
wrote  for  Romef  and  withdrew  his  Kingdom  from  its 
Supremacy,  ib. 

Hercilla  {Alonfo  de)  his  Araucana,  excellently  written 
in  Verfe,  303. 

Hercules^  an  excellent  Piece  of  Painting,  in  the  Tarncfe 
Palace,  104. 

Herodotus  quoted  touching  the  Origin  of  Circumcifion, 
and  concerning  feveral  Cuftoms  of  the  Egyptians, 
adopted  by  the  "Jenvs,  109.  Quoted  touching  the  great 
Number  of  the  Towns  of  Egypt,  and  the  Temples  of 
Vulcan  and  Minervay  112.  Quoted  and  cenfiir'd, 
with  regard  to  the  Pyramids,  121.  Is  not  to  be  be- 
liev'd  implicitly,  123.  Qiioted  as  to  the  ^///fj  en- 
joying Women  in  common,  140.  And  the  Marriages 
of  the  Nafamones,  142.  Quoted  as  to  the  Corruption 
of  Sovereigns,   195. 

Her r era  Antony ,  his  Hifiory  of  America,  good  ard 
fmcere,  299.  Supprefs'd  by  the  Spaniards^  and  trans- 
lated,  ib. 

Hieroglyphics  imitated  by  the  Americans,  313.  High- 
neitcs  as  common  in  Germany  as  Excellencies  in  Bra- 
bant,   289. 

Hildebrand.      See  Gregory  W\. 

Hi/iorians  have  little  Regard  to  Readers,  and  the  Truth, 
123.  Are  generally  to  be  fufpeded,  ib.  and  124. 
The  Germans  are  dull,  275.  The  Spaniards  as  falfe 
and  enthufiaftic  as  thofe  of  the  Monks,  276.  Some 
excepted,  297.  £"a?^/{/2>  vain  and  partial,  276,  277. 
Hillory  has  left  many  Fads  in  Oblivioo,  111,  112, 
&c.     The  Precautions  which  it  demands,  124. 

Holland,  its  Government  extremely  commended,  162. 
A  difagreeable  Country,  whofe  fole  Dependance  is  oa 
Commerce,  163.  The  Afylum  of  all  the  Perfecuted, 
1 64.  The  Reformed  (or  Cahinijl)  the  Religion  oif 
the  State,  165.  Tolerates  all  the  others,  ib.  Its 
Clergy  reftrain'd  by    the  Magilbates,    166.      The 

Q^^  great 
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gj-ent  Union  of  its  Inhabitants,  169.  Its  Freedom  of 
Thinking  and  Debating,  z^.  and  178.  Its  Kindnefs 
towards  the  Frf»<:;^  Refugees,  "Jeius^  Sec.  179.  Its 
various  Se6ls,  182.  Tendency  of  its  Government  to 
lender  Mankind  hnppy,  179,  180  to  185.  Abounds 
in  Printers  and  Bookfeliers,  201,  232.  Swarms  with 
bad  Authors,  233.  Maintain'd,  and  often  maltreated 
by  the  Sea,  237.  The  Ta>:es  are  very  high  there, 
il?icf. 

Homer'' s  Works  put  up  in  a  rich  Box,   302. 

Horace  quoted  as  to  the  Dutch  105. 

Horfes.,  a  Jell  upon  thofe  of  Roland  and  Renaud^    151. 

Hoji,  rtabb'd,  of  BruJJels,  a  pretended  Miracle,  and  a 
Song  upon  it,    103. 

HoulllouXy  Prudhofnme  le,  the  Difcoverer  of  the  Pit 
Coal  of  Liege,  to  which  he  gives  his  Name,  148. 
Mirrxle  reported  upon  that  Head,  ib. 

Jioufe,  a  fine  one  built  all  of  one  Stone,    112. 

Huhner^  a  tautological,  diffufe  and  credulous   Author, 

277- 
Hnjhandsy  very  liable  to  conjugal  Infidelity,   19,  &c. 

I. 

Jconoclajf,  their  furious  Zeal  blam'd,  6,  7. 

//^<?.r  innate,  the  Sou!  has  none,  13,  88.  Improper  to 
prove  the  Being  of  a  God,  14,  16.  Tht  Spinojtjis 
deny  them,  15.  Are  admitted  by  Cicero,  189.  'i'he 
Obfcurity  and  Falfity  of  them,  the  Caufes  of  falfe 
Reafoning,   224. 

Idlenefs,  tiie  Quality  of  Beafts  and  Spaniards,   202. 

Idolatry,  the  common  People  exceffively  addicted  to  it,. 
7.  The  antienty^^-j  very  prone  to  it,  8.  The  iirll 
Appearance  of  it  extingailh'd  the  juft  Ideas  of  th« 
Divine  Nature,  11,  12,  &c.  The  Extravagance  of 
the  Pagan  Idolatry,    188. 

Ignatius  de  Loyola,  his  Hiftory  by  the  Name  of  hiigo 
de  Guipufcoa,  or  his  Parallel  with  Don  ^ii^iote,  34. 
A  B::nter  upon  it,  35,  &c.   1041. 

Jgncrancs 
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Ignorance  would  bear  abfolute  Sway,  were  it  not  for 
the  Defire  of  Glory,  26,  &c.  'Tis  a  Miilake  to  fay, 
that  the  French  Officer  prides  himfelf  in  Ignorance, 
94.  It  favours  the  Eftablifhment  of  the  Pope's 
Power,   265. 

Images,  their  Worfhip  prohibited  by  God,  but  permitted 
to  be  fet  up  in  the  Temple,  and  the  Ark,  6.  The 
Ufe  of  them  tolerable,  but  not  the  Worlhip  of  them, 
6.  They  are  the  Books  of  the  Ignorant,  7.  The 
Ufe  of  them  dangerous  to  the  People,  ib.  The  cry- 
ing Abufe  of  them  by  the  Priefts  and  Friars,  ib.  A 
miraculous  one  worfhipped  at  G^f»/,    103,   &c. 

hnpojls  very  high  in  Holland,   237. 

Inceji  between  Brothers  and  Sillers,  reckon'd  a  fmall 
Fault  in  Portugal,  and  pardon 'd  by  a  Journey  to 
Rome,   321. 

bidefinite  and  Infinity,  the  Folly  and  Miilake  of  the 
Carteftans  on  thofe  Jeux  de  Mots,   5  3 . 

Indians  think  God,  Souls  and  Generations,  eternal,  132. 
Have  three  Words,  the  Repetition  of  which  cancels 
Srns,  135.  Are  barbaroufly  treated  by  the  Spaniards, 
and  mildly  by  the  Dutch,   zoo. 

Indulgences,  a  hundred  thoufand  forts  of  them,  1^6. 
Are  only  gain'd  by  People  in  a  State  of  Grace,  and 
are  by  Confequence  needlefs,  137.  Are  granted  to 
thofe  that  afliil  in  Executions  at  the  Inquifitions,  228, 

Indujiry,  a  wonderful  Effect  of  it,   237. 

Infidelity,  zor\]w^d\,v^\y  Q.omn\ovi\\\  France,  19.  How 
excus'd  by  the  Women,   22, 

Infinity,  an  unreafonable  Quellion  in  Natural  Philofophy, 
and  vain  Difputes  of  the  Philofophers  upon  that 
Head,  50,  51.  Arguments  of  the  Gi^^/ztf'y/?/ for  if, 
5  I ,  &c.  The  Cartefians  chiluiih  Subterfuge  and  piay 
upon  that  Word,  53,  55,  &c.  The  Abfurdity  of 
the  Attempt  of  created  Beings  to  know  it,  50,  68,  Uc 

Inigo  de  Guipufcoa .     See  Ignatius  de  Loyola. 

Innocent  II.  Pope,  crowns  the  Emperor  Lothixrius  at 
Liegey   147. 
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Innocent  XI.  Pope,  favourable  to  Proteflanifm,  263, 
264. 

Inquijition  makes  Spain  lofe  the  United  Provinces,  230. 
Confined  Molinosy  62.  The  very  Name  of  it  terrible 
in  Spain y  159.  The  Defcription  of  its  ^«/oV  ^^  i^^ 
or  public  Executions,  225,  is'c.  Its  aftonifhing  Power, 
228,  229,  A  Grave  no  Shelter  from  its  Fury,  ih. 
Its  Rife  and  Progrefs,  229,  230.  Admitted  by  the 
Italians,  Spaniards  and  Fortuguefe,  ib.  Reje<^ed  by 
the  Flemings  and  French,  230,  231.  Is  perfectly  ab- 
horr'd  in  France,  ib.  Will  never  take  Place  any-where 
more,  by  reafon  of  its  Horrors,  232.  The  mortal 
Enemy  of  true  Philofophy,  296. 

hquifitors,  the  Situation  of  the  grand  Inqui£tor,  on  a 
Throne  higher  than  the  King's,  when  he  makes  the 
Monarch  take  an  Oath,  226. 

Interdi^,  formerly  terrible,  but  now  defpis'd.  268.  A 
Quotation  from  Pa/quier  on  that  Subjedl,  ib. 

I/raelites.    Seeyeivj  . 

Italians  very  jeciloMS,  142.  Their  Prelales  unjufl,  169. 
Receive  the  Inquifitior,  229.  Are  never  to  be  cur'd 
cf  their  Superftition,  238.  Are  conftitutionally  jealous, 
283. 

J- 

Jacob  marry 'd  two  Siflers,  who  procured  him  two  Con- 
cubines, 126.  But  he  made  no  Diflindtion  between 
their  Children.,  142. 

Jacobites  make  Mary  Stuart  a  Saint,  277. 

James  I.  King  of  England %2iSt  Occafion  to  the  Revival 
of  Popery  in  his  Kingdom,  251. 

James  II.  recognia'd  King  of  England,  tho'  a  Catholic, 
258.  But  oblig'd  to  fly,  ib.  Innocent  XI.  contributed 
to  his  Expuliion,  264. 

Janfenifis,  Succeffors  to  the  Reformed,  are  indireftly 
the  Caufe  of  the  Support  of  the  Monks,  65.  Unjuft 
to  the  Je/mtSi  2^2,     HalfoftheZ^^/f/^  Catholics  are 

Jan- 
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Janfenifts,  259.  Three  Fourths  ©f  the  French  reputed 
fuch,  270.  A  Prince's  Miftrefs,  who  is  of  their  Opi- 
nion, may  be  the  Means  of  eftablifhing  them,  271. 

Jealoufy^  who  moft  liable  to  it,  and  its  fatal  Confequen- 
ces,  282,  283. 

Jefuits,  the  Hiftory  of  their  Eftablifhment,  with  the 
Title  of  Inigo's  Hiftory  oi  Guipufcoa,  and  of  the  Mo- 
narchy of  x\iQ  Inghijis,  34  to  41.  Their  Devife,  85. 
Thofe  of  the  Netherlands  ftupid,  100.  Their  Artifice 
to  obtain  Bells  at  Brujfels,  100.  Their  weak  Oppo- 
fltion  to  the  Metempfychofis,  130,  132.  Are  fworn 
Enemies  to  the  CartefianSy  138.  And  to  the  Mini- 
fters  of  the  Gofpel,  1 68.  Have  had  great  Men  among 
them,  169.  Are  hated  by  the  BenedUlins,  ih.  In- 
fulted  by  Font  ana  Rofa,  for  whom  they  lay  Snares  in 
vain,  247.  They  have  often  put  in  PrafUce  the  mur- 
dering Dodrine  of  their  Mariana y  301. 

Jefuits  Powder,  a  Cure  for  Agues,  43. 

Jeavsy  the  Inclination  of  their  Anceftors  to  Idolatry,  8. 
The  Profanations  for  which  they  are  accus'd  and 
punifti'd,  103.  Poflibly  they  deriv'd  Circumcifion  as 
well  as  many  other  Cuftoms  from  the  Egyptianty  108, 
109,  1 10.  Their  Difdain  iov  x\iQ  Naz,areneSy  109. 
They  make  no  Diftindlion  between  their  Children, 
142.  Polygamy  prohibited  to  them  in  the  Nazanne 
Dominions,  145.  An  infinite  Number  facrific'd  by 
the  Spanijb  Inquifition,  154.  Kindly  received  in  Hoi- 
landy  179.  More  free  in  England  3.i\d  Ho//and  th:it\ 
elfewhere,  180.  Harrafs'd  at  Rome,  ib.  Condemn 
all  other  Religions,  185.  Their  Courage  and  Con- 
ftancy  in  the  Executions  of  the  Inquijitiony  zi-j.  An 
Inftance  of  it  in  a  young  Woman,  ih.  Exposed  to 
Oppreflion  in  G^rw<?«y,  272.  Numerous  in  jP<7r/«^«/, 
andfome  of  them  very  topping  Men,  317. 

John  Damafcenus,  a  mighty  Stickler  for  Image- worfhip, 
6.    A  Quotation  from  him  on  the  Subjeft,  ih, 

John  V.  King  of  Fortugal,  projeds  tlie  Academy  of 
Hiftory  and  Learning  at  lijhony  319. 
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John,  Don,  of  Aujlria,  Natural  Son  of  Philip  IV.  ex- 
pels Father  A7/<2;v/ from  the  Spanijl?  Miniftry,  205. 

Journalijis  in  the  Bookfellers  Pay  to  puff  their  Jmpref- 
fions,   233,   &c. 

you-vanci,  Jefidt,  an  Hiftorlan  of  no  Credit,   Z"]^. 

Jiidaifm,  the  Simplicity  of  it  is  its  Beauty,  80.  Ad- 
mired in  a  Caraiie,  but  defpicabJe  in  a  Rabbinift, 
no. 

Julio,  Romano,  an  excellent  Painter,   116. 

Jupiter  fpends  three  Nights  with  Alcmena,  who  there- 
fore wore  three  Crefcents  in  her  Head-drefs,   242. 

J  lifts,  and  Tournaments,  Images  of  the  ancient  Olympic 
Games,  46.  The  Death  of  Henry  W.  puts  an  End 
to  them,  47. 

K. 

Kindred,  fpiritiial,  the  Converfation  of  Gallantry  be- 
tween Monks  and  Nuns,   157. 

Kingdoms  weak  or  powerful,  according  to  their  Kings 
or  Miniilers,   208. 

Kings.     See  Sovereigns. 

Kiio'wiedge  doc^o  not  conftitute  Happinefs,  27. 

L. 

haadamon,  xkc  Severity  of  the  Education  of  their 
Youth,   238. 

La  Croze,  his  Teftimony  concerning  Maho?net  and  {he 
Alcoran,   75.     And   the  Mahometan  Religion,   79. 

Lactantius,  what  he  fays  of  the  Pagan  Prieits,  apply'd 

to  the  Monks,   240. 
■laity  cukivat€  the  Sciences,   265. 

Lami,  Bervard^  hi^  Rhetoric,  Qx  Art  of  Speaking  (\wo\.td, 
concerning  tne  0«-i;^in  of  Languages,  218.  As  to  the 
Opinion  of  the  Gueks  touching  theirs,  219.  As  to 
that  of  Ericus,  touching  Greek,  220.  As  to  the 
Origin  of  Letters,  ib,  ^Q'j,  And  the  Language  of 
Kh^  Gr^gi^riar.s,   312. 

Lands, 
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Landsf  their  Cultivation  very  much  negledled  by  the 
Spaniards y    l  74. 

Language  of  Love  exprefs'd  in  Spain  by  the  Fingers, 
213,  281. 

Languages^  the  Variety  of  them  ikt  Amjlerdam,  217. 
The  Confufion  of  thofe  at  Babel^  and  the  Mifunder- 
ftanding  of  the  Workmen,  ib.  Rather  Dialeds  than 
Languages,  218.  Are  derived  from  one  another,  ib. 
The  Derivation  of  moil  of  the  Oriental  Languages, 
and  of  the  Grf^/f,  ib.  306,  l5c.  The  great  Change 
there  lias  been  in  the  Latiu  and  the  French  Lan- 
guages,  219,   312. 

Languet\  Life  of  Maria  Alacoque,   41. 

Latin  Language  very  much  chang'd,   219. 

La^ixs  are  no  farther  obligatory  than  they  are  agreeable 
to  the  Law  of  Nature,  194.  Many  contrary  to  hu- 
man Nature,  ib.  A  very  whimfical  one  in  Spain, 
and  a  dangerous  Accident  attending  it,  210. 

League,  its  vain  Endeavour  to  fettle  the  Inquifition  in 
France^   23c,   231. 

Learned  in  civil  Commerco  are  of  all  Religions,  169^ 
Whether  they  ought  to  marry,  25.  Their  great  La- 
bour and  Pains,  ib. .  Fonder  of  Fame  than  they  care, 
to  own,  26.  Their  Partiality,  29,  Their  Writing 
againil  Glory  like  a  Drunkard's  preaching  Temperance, 
87.  Difference  betwixt  feeing  Places  and  only  read- 
ing their  Defcriptions,    143. 

Legijlators  ought  to  conform  to  the  Law  of  Nature,  141, 

Legitimacy  menily  eftablifh'd  among  the  Atifes,  240. 

Leibnitz  is  equal  to  100  Poets  among  the  Germans,  29a. 
His  B.Ulard  was  liis  Clerk,  ib. 

Letiy  Gregorioy  an  Hillorian  as  fuperfluous  as  inaccuratCj, 
Reprov'd  by  ^/r)/(f,   277.  . 

Letters,  their  Invention  probably  due  to  the  Patriarch «, 
306.  The  fame  in  the  Hebreiv  as  in  the  Greek  Al- 
phabet, ib.  Afcrib'd  by  the  Greeks  and  Romans  to 
Cadftijs,  ib,     PalTages    thereupon    from    Luc  an    and 

Brebeuf, 
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Brehiuify  307.     Not  {0  fignificant  in  the  Greek  as  iu 
the  HebrenVy  ih. 

Lettre:  Jui'veSy  defended  againft  wretched  Critics,  G^- 
neral  Preface.     Ovvn'd  by  the  Marquifs  d" Argens^  ib. 

Leyden,  Univerfity  in  Holland,  201. 

Leivis  IX.  King  of  France,  dy'd  in  Africa,  whither  he 
went  to  perfecute  the  Inhabitants,  1 1 9. 

Le<wis  XIII.  or  the  Juft,  King  of  Frr.r.ce,  an  Enemy  to 
the  Proteflants,  251. 

Lenuis  XIV.  King  of  France,  within  an  Ace   of  being 
ruin'd,  but  recovers  by  the  Battle  of  Denain,  215. 
An  Enemy  to  the  Pro  tenants,  251.     His  Complaints 
againlt  lnnoce?it  XI.  264.    Tho'  fuch  a  ftaunch  Papift, 
obh'gesjthe  Pope  to  ereft  a  Pyramid  in  Rome,  267. 

Liberty,  Civil,  fometimes  the  Caufe  of  Pride  and  Info- 
lence,  195.  Endanger'd  by  Prefents,  196. 

Liberty  of  Confcience  general  in  HoiUnd^  166. 

Libraries,  wretched,  m  Spain,  296,  297. 

Liege,  its  Defcription,  Government,  ^r.  147.  The 
Emperor  Z/0/i'<ar/i// crown' d  there  by  Innocent  1\.  ib. 
Its  Chapter,  fornierly  fo  illuilrious,  extremely  decay 'd, 
ib.  Its  Biihop  its  Sovereign,  ib.  Abounds  in  Armour- 
ers, 148.  -^V* 

Liegeois,  the  Populace  the  vilefl  in  the  World,  but  their 
Nobles  Men  of  the  moft  Honour,  1 48.  Their  Patrons, 
and  the  Miracles  which  they  afcribe  to  one  of  them,  ib. 

Life  of  Man,  to  what  a  fhort  Space  it  is  reduc'd,  25. 

Limborch,  an  eminent  Arminian,    191. 

Lione  {la)  a  Votary  of  Father  Girard,  63. 

Lifbon,  the  Capital  of  Portugal,  315.  A  very  rich 
trading  City,  320.     Its  Academy,  319. 

Life,  the  Capital  of  French  Flanders,  well  fortify'd  and 
garifon'd,  83. 

Locke  would  have  been  read  by  the  Jefuits,  if  he  had  been 
one  of  their  Order,  138.  His  Opinion,  as  to  the- 
Origin  and  Neceffity  of  Languages,  223. 

Lofrafe  (Antony  de)  \ni  Fortune  of  Love,  full  of  Wit  and 
Spirit,  302. 

Logic^ 
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Logic f  not  the  want  of  that,  but  of  juft  Ideas,  the  Caufe 
of  fhlfe  Reafoning,  224. 

Lo've^  its  Feats  at  a  Ball  in  the  Opera  of  PariSf  17.  Is 
born  in  the  twinklisg  of  an  Eye,  and  dies  we  know 
not  why,  24.  Is  a  Child  that  loves  Mirth  and 
Paftime,  282.  Is  poifonous  in  its  Principle,  but  may 
be  render'd  ufeful,  284.  Is  \txy  different  in  France 
and  Spain^  156.  Its  particular  Language  at  the  Court 
of  Sj>aifi  hy  Fingers,  213.  Character  of  the  6'/rt«{/i5' 
kind  of  Love,  156,  280.  Gave  Birth  to  Sculpture 
and  Painting,  118,  314. 

Lovers y  Charadler  of  the  French  and  Spaniards ^  156, 
281,  282. 

Lucan,  a  remarkable  Quotation  from  him  concerning  the 
Ongm  of  Letters .  306,  307. 

Lucretius <\\xo\.td.  concerning  the  Vacuum,  52,  53.  And 
as  to  the  Poflibility  of  a  Language  being  form'd  by 
Men  born  by  Chance,  310,  311. 

Luther,  a  Man  of  Learning  and  Wit,  who  gave  a  fatal 
Blow  to  Rome,  274. 

Lutheramfm,  Seciendor/' sHi^ory  of  it,  278. 

Luxemburg  Gallery  finely  paiijted  by  Rubens,  115, 

M. 

Macrons  2idmii  xht  Circumcifion  of  the  Egyptians,  108. 

Madrid,  Riots  there  by  Shoemakers  and  Mafons,  172. 

Magdalene  (St.)  the  extraragant  Pradice  of  fome  Friars 
about  her,   124,  125. 

Magjftrates,  fubjeifl  to  Mode,  96. 

Maho7net  receives  the  Alcoran  from  Heaven,  41.  Mo' 
rery'i)  impertinent  Account  of  hira,  75.  His  great 
Talents,  ib.  76. 

Mahometans  not  fo  ignorant  as  reported,  74,  75.  The 
Beauty  of  their  Confeffion  of  Faith,  8 1 .  Their  Ab- 
horrence of  Adultery,  1 40.  Their  Marriages  more 
judicious  than  thofe  of  the  Nazarenes,  144. 

Mahometanifm  little  or  not  at  all  known  by  the  Na- 
izarenes,    who    publiih   an  hundred    idle    Stories  of 

it. 
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it,   75,   76,  t^c.      The   Simplicity  of  it  commend- 
able, 80. 

Maimbourg,  the  Jefuit,  an  Author  of  no  Credit,  276. 

Maldonat,  Lopez,  dcy  his  Eclogues  equal  to  Virgil\^  if 
they  were  not  too  difFufe,  302.  His  Songs  didlated 
by  Love,  and  his  Verfes  of  Gallantry  comparable  to 
thofe  of  Anacreotiy    303. 

Mallebranche  quoted  as  to  the  ill  Choice  of  Studies,  57, 
58.  His  Obfervation,  that  God  always  adls  by  the 
fimpleft  Means,    138. 

Man^  the  fhort  Space  of  Time  to  which  his  Life  is 
reduc'd,  25,  His  too  great  Attachment  to  vain  Que- 
ilions,   57,   58. 

Mankind  not  to  be  known  only  by  the  Knovvledg«  of 
one  Nation,    139,  143,  &c. 

Manna  of  the  Deiart  preferv'd  at  Aix  la  Chapelle,   150. 

Manner  in  Painting,    107. 

Marat ti  Carlo,  his  Women  admirable,    115. 

Margaret  de  Fa  Hois,  Queen  of  ISanjarre,  prote<fls  the 
Reformed,  271. 

Maria  Jia  laudata,  three  Words  to  which  a  thoufand 
Years  Indulgence. is  annex'd,  and  five  hundred  to  the 
Perfon  that  fays  Amen^    136. 

Mariana,  John,  a  Spanijh  Jefuit,  his  excellent  Hiftory 
of  Spain,  299.  His  horrid  Sentiments  concerning 
the  Obedience  of  Subjects  to  their  Sovereigns,  300. 
His  Commendation  of  Clement  the  Alllifiin,  ib.  A 
Book  of  his  condemn'd  to  be  burnt,   301. 

Marriages,  a  vaft  Number  would  be  difTolv'd,  if  it 
could  be  done,  126.  The  Nafamones,  at  Weddings, 
Uy  with  the  Bride,  142.  Thofe  of  the  Mahometans 
wifer  than  thofe  of  the  Nazarenes,  which  are  perni- 
cious to  the  public  Good,  144,  145.  The  Council  of 
Trent  authorizes  fuch  as  are  m.ade  without  the  Parents 
Confent,  284;  which  in  France  ciVQ  made  void,  284, 
285.     Thefe  Divorces  commended,  ib. 

Mary  Stuart,  Queen  of  Scotland,  a  Saint  with  the  Ja- 
eolites,  and  a  Devil  with  the  W^higs,  276,  277. 

MafqtiC'. 
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Mafquerade,  the  Refped  paid,  and  Intrigues  owing  to 
it,    17,   1 8.      A    great   Means  of  Debauchery   and 
Cuckoldom,  ib.  and  20. 
Mathurins  ignorant,   but  quiet,    32. 
Mathys,  ^intifi,  a  Lockfmith  turn'd  Painter  for  Love, 

118. 
Matrimony,    if  it  be  proper  for  the  Learned  to  enter 
into  that  State,   24.     Is  a  conrtant  Slavery,  ib.     The 
Votaries  and   Myllics  renounce  all  its  Pleafures,  61. 
Is  allowM  to  the  Protellant  Clergy,   167. 
Matter^   Difpute   about  its    Infinity   or   Indefinity,    53. 
Why   it    cannot  be    infinite,  ib.      Its   Divifibiiity  in- 
comprehenfible,  54.     The  Vanity  of  tlie  Difpute,  ib, 
&c.     Muft  have    been    created,   69,   70.     Ablurdity 
of  its  being  co-eternal  with  God,  ib. 
Medicijte,  Uncertainty   and    Hazard  of  the   ProfefTion, 

43,  44.     Has  but  fix  Remedies,  42. 
Medina,  C^li,  Duke  of,    his  Male-adminiftration,  173. 

The  Plague  he  had  with  the  King's  Confeffors,  175. 
il/?;;,  their  extraordinary  Oddities,    140.    Their  Projcdls 
and  Piques  the  Sport  of  Heaven,   214.     The  Notion 
of  the  Atheilb,  that  they  come  up  out  of  the  Ground 
like  Mufhrooms,   309,310,   313. 
Menjionites,    Difciples  of  Menno,    tho'   much  like  the 
Quakers,  adminifter  Baptifm  and  the  Lord's  Supper 
to  adult  PerfonSj    i  84. 
Mercury  fuppos'd  to  be  the  Builder  of  three  of  the  Py- 
ramids,  I  20. 
Mercury,  Remedy  for  venereal  Cafes,  42. 
Merit  alone  is  ftt  to  be  rewarded,   48, 
Mete?npfychof,s  very  much  follow'd  by  the  Antients,  and 
commended  by  the  greateft  Geniufes,  127.    Embrac'd 
alfo  by  the  Indians,   89,  127,  128.     Very  mucn  de- 
fpis'd  in  Europe,  127.      Charg'd  with  Abfurdities   by 
its  Adverfarics,    129.       Not   well   confuted    by   the 
MiiTionaries,  nor  even  the  Jefuits,    130.     The  Argu- 
ment of   its  Advocates,    and  Anfwers  of   the  Mif- 
fionaries,   129,   130.     Cannot  be  thoroughly  demo- 

lilh'd 
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liih'd  but  by  right  Philofophifmg  upon  the  Nature  of 
the  Soul,  133.  Very  much  refembling  Purgatory,  88. 
The  Miflionaries  make  Profelytes  by  it,  89. 

Mexicans y  a  vaft  Number  of  them  deftroy'd  by  the  Spa- 
niards ^  zoo. 

Mexico,  Hiftory  of  its  Conquefls  by  Solisy  297.  Its 
Conquerors  downright  Villains,  ib, 

Mezeray,  a  very  credible  Hiftorian,  276, 

Military  Gentlemen.     See  Officers. 

Milton,  his  Paradife  Lojl  tranflated  into  divers  Lan- 
guages,  279. 

Minijiers  of  State  cannot  pleafe  every  body,  48.  Their 
Function  extremely  difficult  in  Spain,  206. 

Minijiers  of  the  Gofpel  regulated  in  Holland,  168. 
Marry 'd,  and  have  but  fmaU  Stipends,  167.  Their 
Learm'ngand  their  Enmity  to  the  Jefuits,  168.  They 
are  all  on  a  Par,  without  any  pompous  Tides,  ib. 

Miracle-mongers,  their  fruitful  Invention,  77. 

J^Iiracles,  the  Abufe  of  them  by  Priefts  and  Friars,  8, 
A  Banter  upon  thofc  of  St.  Ignatius  and  St.  Paris,  yS. 
Vain  and  infignificant,  if  they  are  not  agreeable  to  the 
Scripture,  89.  A  Miracle  of  St.  Francis,  loi.  That 
of  the  Wafers  at  Brujfels,  103.  Very  numerous  in 
the  Netherlands,  ib.  One  of  the  Image  at  Ghent,  ib. 
That  of  one  of  the  Patrons  of  Liege,  148.  That  of 
two  Saints  that  came  to  dine  with  Charlemagne,  149. 
Adopted  in  the  Lump  by  A.  de  Solis,  297.  That  of 
Charles  the  Vth's  Victory  over  the  Proteftants,  298* 
A  Miracle  of  a  Pair  of  Breeches,  77. 

Mi  reus  (Jlbertde)  a  learned  Brabandcr,  99. 

Mi[Jtonaries,  their  Treachery,  3.  Make  ufe  of  the 
Terror  of  the  Metempfychofu  to  convert  the  Indians, 
88.  Take  the  wrong  Method  to  confute  that  Do- 
ctrine, 130.     Blow  hot  and  cold,  135. 

Mijfions  foreign,  more  Noife  about  them  than  they  are 
good  for,  4. 

Myjiicity  prohibits  the  Pleafures  of  Marriage,  60,  61, 
Leads  to  Quietifm>  but  is  not  fo  criminal,  60,  61,  62. 

M^Jiics, 
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Myflics,  in  France,  a  particular  fort  of  Republic,  59.  Its 
Rules  and  Maxims,^  60,  ^c.  One  of  their  extraxfa- 
gantExpreflions,  157. 

Miftrefsy  who  is  a  Janfeniji,  may  go  a  great  way  to 
eilablifh  that  Se(^,  271.  What  are  the  neceffary 
Qualities  to  accomplilh  a  Lady  of  Pleafure,  283. 

Mode,  even  the  IVlilitary  Gentry  obiig'd  to  be  Slaves  to 
it,  95,  96.     'Tis  univerfal  in  Sway,  ih. 

MolierCy  his  Joke  upon  the  few  Remedies  in  Phyfic,  43 . 
and  upon  the  Obfervation  of  the  Dog-days,  209.  A 
Quotation  from  him,  ridiculing  the  Origin  of  the 
Greek,  221. 

Molinjfm.     See  ^ietifm. 

Molijijjls,  Perfecutors  of  the  Janfenijh,  15.  One  Caufe 
of  the  Support  of  the  Monks,  64,  65.  Half  of  the 
Dutch  Pa  pills  Molinifls,  259. 

Molinos  ( Michael  de)  the  Rellorer  oi  ^ietifm,  62.  His 
Spiritual  Guide  and  Pri'vate  Communion,  ib.  De- 
bauched many  Women  at  Confeflion,  ib.  Died  a 
Prifoner  in  the  Inquifition,  ib, 

Monarchs.     See  Sovereigns. 

Monceca  fJaronJ  his  Journey  to  Brujfels,  83.  to  Jnt- 
nxerp,  113.  to  Liege  and  Aix  la  Chapelle,  147.  to 
Amjierdam,  162.  to  Berlin,  272.  io  Hambourg,  288. 

Monks,  Avarice  infeparable  from  them,  5.  Make  a  hor- 
rid Abufe  of  Images,  8.  Ridicul'd  by  their  own 
People,  34.  The  zealous  Advocates  for  .^/V/Z/J;;,  62. 
Are  lazy,  knavifli,  and  lewd,  65.  Are  hated  and 
defpifed,  yet  have  great  Intereft,  (b.  The  Reafon  of 
their  being  fupported  ib.  Their  Impertinences  ex- 
cellent Memorials  for  the  Hiftory  of  DijlraSied  Minds, 
72.  At  foolifh  Story  of  one  concerning  Mahomet,  76. 
Are  extremely  rich  in  the  ^Netherlands,  105.  The 
Extravagance  of  fome  at  Marfeilles,  125.  Superfti- 
tions  maintain'd  and  multiply 'd  by  their  Avarice,  1 54. 
Put  a  vaft  Number  of  Jenjos  to  Death  in  Spain,  ib. 
Their  Rebellion  in  Catalonia,  155.  Their  fpiritual 
Kindred,  or  gallant  Correfpondence  with  Nuns  and 

Votaries^ 
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Votaries,  157.  Very  great  Whoremongers  in  !S^^2?y. 
ib.  Are  very  ready  to  make  ufe  of  their  Neighbours 
Wives,  167.  Are  unjuft  to  their  Adverfaries,  169. 
Their  furpriftng  Power  in  Spaing  175.  The  Puniiih- 
ment  of  one  who  was  a  very  great  Villain,  and  the 
Revenge  they  took  for  it,  176,  177.  Their  long 
Competition  with  the  Grandees  of  Spain  for  the  Mi- 
niftry,  205.  Their  Fury  in  the  Executions  at  the  In- 
qnifition,  229.  Are  very  much  defpis'd  by  the  Ff-ench 
Nobility,  231.  Laclantiui  quoted  againft  them,  240. 
Their  Lewdnefs  with  the  Spanijh  Women,  241.  Their 
hypocritical  Evafion  after  Deteftion  ;  a  remarkable 
Inftance  of  it,  243,  &c.  Their  Abufe  of  Religion  to 
cover  their  Irregularities,  246.  Nothing  but  their 
Fear  the  Motive  of  concealing  them,  ib.  The  Hy- 
pocrify  and  Cunning  of  one  at  Rome^  ib.  The 
Italians  Saints  compar'd  to  the  Spaniards^  248.  Send 
the  Hufbands  abroad,  that  they  may  enjoy  their  Wives 
at  home,  249.  The  Women  only  admit  them,  for 
want  of  Lay-Gallants,  ib.  Their  Perfecutions  will 
be  the  Ruin  of  Popery,  260.  How  much  they  are  de- 
fpis'd, 265.  Their  Hiilories  vifionary  and  ridiculous, 
267.  Are  even  greater  Tyrants  in  Portugal  than  in 
Spaiv^  317.  Their  exceliive  Infolence,  and  a  hearty 
Curfe  denounced  againft  them,  319.  Their  Vv'anton-- 
nefs  at  Lijhcn,  ib.  Numbers  of  them  in  Holland  that 
have  abandon'd  their  Orders ;  and  the  ferry  Rhapfo- 
dics  which  they  compofe  there,  233.  The  Genera- 
iity  of  them  bad  Tutors  or  Schoolmallers,   239. 

7vlontaigne,  his  Contempt  for  Rhetoric,  29.  Quoted 
concerning  the  Drunkennels  of  the  Germans^  294. 

jMontemar,  Conde  de.  Marriage  of  his  Daughter  to  a 
Man  worth  nothing,   287. 

Monterei,  Count  de^  difdain'd  by  a  Queen  of  Spain  for 
not  perceiving  her  Paffion  for  him,   212. 

yiontpellier  (warms  with  Doftors  and  Grave-diggers,  43. 
The  Paftimes  and  Exercifes  ufed  there,  45.  'Fhe  Zeal 
of  its  Biihops  for  Janfenifm  and  St.  Paris,   y^. 

Mont' 
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Montpenfier  (Duke  de)  an  odious  Perfecutor,    it 9. 
Morery  reprov'd  for  his  Account   of  P^anini,    3  i .      His- 

Impertinences  concerning  Mahomet  confuted,    75. 
MofeSy  his  Precautions  againfl:  Idolatry,  9. 
Motte  (Houdart  de  la)  quoted  againft  Oaths,    183,    184, 
Mufco-vites  give  Kings  to  Poland^  262.      Their  Conqueils 

hurtful  to  Popery,   262,  263.     Their  Hatred  for  that 

Rehffion,  ib. 
Mufembroek  has  colleded  good  Experiments    in  Phyfic, 

.    234- 

Mufesy  a  coarfe  Language  improper  for  them,   279. 

Mufic  [t\iQ  halian)  very  much  lik'd  in  Germany,   295^ 

N. 

Naples  (Kingdom  of)  pafles  to  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  z  1 6. 

Nafamones,  all  the  Men  at  their  Weddings  cnjoy'd  the 
Bride  before  they  made  her  Prefents,  142,  Had  a 
great  Eilecm  for  Virtue,  143.  The  Singularity  of 
their  Oaths,  ib. 

NaturCy  nothing  but  the  Will  of  God  can  alter  and  de- 
ftroy  it,  73. 

Nazarenes  Chicaners,  3.  Tell  a  hundred  idle  Stories  of 
Mahomcttfmy  74,  75.  The  Infincerity  of  their  learned 
Men  upon  this  Subjed,  ib.  The  impertinent  Curio - 
fity  of  one  in  particular,  77.  Their  Marriages  not  fo 
prudent  as  thoftf  of  the  MahornetanSy  144.  HavTcut 
one  another's  Throats  for  religious  Difputes,  165,  166. 

Niizarenifm,  the  Abomination  of  that  in  iS/)^?//;,  228. 
Dillurb'd  by  powerful  Fa6lions,  249.  Refleftions 
upon  its  future  State,  ib.  ^c.   ii^y,   ^c.  265,  ^c. 

Negotiations,  how  trifling  among  the  Spaniards,  206. 

Netherlands  [Aiijirian)  (warm  with  Nobility,  who  alfb 
are  allowed  to  trade  there,  98.  The  Monks  there  al- 
moll  as  rich  and  powerful  as  they  are  in  Italy,    lo--, 

AVxv/o;/ (Sir  ^i^r)  died  an  Arian,  191.  Highly  com- 
mended, 291.  Look'd  upon  in /*«>/•/ i:<'^«/ as  an  Agent 
■oi  Satan,    318. 

Vo  L.  III.  R  Nitard 
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Nit.trd,  a  Jefuit,  preferred  to  the  SpantJIj  Miniftry,  is 
turn'd  out  by  Don  John  ol  Aujlriay  and  drove  out  of 
Spain y  205.  Retires  to  RofnCt  where  he  was  made  a 
Cardinal  206. 

Isohility  oi  Brahant  ^Q^Xx^y  vzm,  98.  Thofeof^w/- 
'werp  Perfecutors,  1 19.  Thofe  oi  Holland  fober  and 
modert,  197.  The  Englijly  furly  and  fcornful,  ib. 
The  Germans  arrogant,  ib.  The  French  fawcy  and 
foppifh,  ib.  The  Spaniards  difdainful,  grave,  ilaggifn, 
and  Slaves  to  the  Monks  and  the  Women,  202.  And 
mere  Footmen  to  the  Executioners  of  the  Inquifition, 
227.     Their  military  Schools  in  France,  47. 

J^J-owvelles  Ecclejiajiiques  banter'd,   78. 

O. 

Oath^  a  very  odd  one,   1 14. 

Obedience  blind,  commanded  to  the  Papifts,   3. 

Oj'encesy  the  Pardon  of  them  recommended  in  the  Al- 
coran,  7 1 . 

OJicers  rigorous  and  exacting,  83,  84.  Their  Extor- 
tions, 85.  The  Charafter  of  the  French  i  of  whom 
feme  are  learned,  but  forced  to  conceal  it,  87,  94, 
Their  Behaviour  mention'd  more  particularly,  90,  (sc 
They  don't  defpife  the  Sciences,  93. 

Opera^  the  Ball  at  that  of  Paris^  and  the  Intrigues  car- 
ry'd  on  there,  i  7.  Compared  to  the Feftivals  oi  Venus, 
20.     The  Italian  very  much  lik'd  in  Gerfnany,   295. 

Opinions,  their  Sway,    186,    190. 

Orators  not  much  elleem'd  by  Montaigne,  29.  Few 
among  the  Germans,   278. 

OJfuna  (Duke  of)  his  Contempt  of  the  King  of  Spaiii^ 
Orders,   203. 

O-v/V  commends  Pythagoras  ztA  the  Metejnpfychofts,   1 28. 

P. 

Paciotfo,  an  Engineer,  builds  the  Citadel  oi  Antwerp,  113. 
Pa<ranifm,  the  Extravagancy  of  it,    188.     A  Quotation 
Irom  Ladantius  againil  its  Prieils,   240. 

Pagans 
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Tttgans  facri&:e  the  Naxareves  to  their  Gods,    f-^. 
Painters  Gnimcnt  ?it  Anivjerpy    115,    119.      A  particular 

Story  of  one,   118. 
Tainting,  the  Original  or  Source  of  it,   314. 
Falmerin  of  England,    one  of   the  three   chief  Spanijh 

Romances,   302. 
Papzjis,  their  Perfecution  and  Chicanery,   2,   3.     Reafon 
oi  no  ufe  to  them,   2.     They  think   the  Opinions  of 
others  ridiculous,  and  force  them  to  quit  them,    3,  CsrV. 
They  damn  their  Adverfarie?,    165.      Are  very  nume- 
rous, but  very  quiet  in  Hc^/A-z^^,   166.    Regam  Fr^;/t-^, 
but  lofe  England,   250,   251.     Gain    the  Eledors   of 
Saxo-ny,  ib.     Their  Advantage  in  the   Ele6lions  in  the 
Empire  and  Poland,   254.     Their  great  Lofs  in  Eng- 
land,  z^%.     All  Sedls  unite againll  them,  259.     Their 
violent  Meafures  will  undo  them,   260.     Hated  by  the 
Mufco'vites,    whofe  Progrefs  is   mifchievous  to   them, 
262,   263. 
Pardon  of  Injuries  recommended  in  the  Alcoran,   71. 
Paris  defcrib'd  by  Wallin,    274. 

Paris  Ahbe,  his  Trait  intituled,     The  Truth  of  his  Mi- 
racles demon  ft  rated,   41. 
Parliame?!ts  of  F*-ance  watchful   of  the  Conduft  of   its 
Magiftrates,   285.     Have  an  abhorrence  of  the  Inqui- 
fition,   230,   231.     Supprefs   the  ambitious  Incroach- 
ments  of  the  Court  of  Rome,  268.     Rejedl  the  Dil- 
cipline  of  the  Council  of  Trent,   284,    285.     That  of 
Paris  condemns  Mariana"*?,  Book  to  the  Fire,   301.^ 
Parrots,  a  couple  kilPd  by  Order  of  the  King  of  Spain, 

becaufe  they  talk'd  French,   214. 
Partiality  of  the  religious  Societies,   79. 
Pafcal,  an    i\\\i^no\i^  Catholic,     191.       Severely  banters 
the  Spanij73  Cafuill  Divines  in  his  Provincial   Letters, 

303*   304- 
Pafquicr  quoted  againll  the  Pope's  InterdnSls,   268. 

Patriarchs  were  probably  the  Inventors  of  Letters,   306. 

Paul  ( St.  the   Hermit)  pray'd   with  an   Oak   upon  his 

Shoulders,.  36. 

R   z  Pea/ant,. 
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Peafajit,  how  flupid  in  his  Religion,  7.  How  treated 
in  Holland,   94. 

i'enfions  heretofore  abusM  in  France^  48. 

Ficj.le  ir.clin'd  to  Superilition  and  Idolatry,  6,  7.  The 
jncit  famous  herttofore,  now  the  vilell,  9.  Born  to 
be  tormented  by  their  Proteclors,  84.  I'heir  Bruta- 
lity not  fo  dangerous  as  the  arbitrary  Power  of  Sove- 
reigns, 195.  Are  ready  to  embrace  the  Religion  of 
their  Sovereigns,   251. 

Peripatetic  Sedl  its  Advocates  deny  a  Vacuum,   5  2 . 

Perfecutio7i,  a  pernicious  Folly  and  Fury,  119.  Avery 
improper  Method  of  Conviftion,   1 80. 

Perfuafion^  a  rare  and  wonderful  Talent,   224. 

Perwvians^  abominably  treated  by  the  Spaniords,   200. 

Peter  I.  Czar  of  Mufccvy^  his  Defeat  of  Charles  XII.  at 
a  time  when  his  own  Power  was  like  to  be  quite  broke, 
2 1 4.     Not  fo  generous  as  that  Prince,   26 1 . 

P^//// /tfiOr/V/rj  have  only  a  String  of  Phrafes,  91.  Their 
Sawcinefs  and  Stupidity  very  ridiculous,   281. 

Petrarch  tranflated  into  feveral  Languages,   279. 
.  Pharaoh,  no  Hiftory  mentions  his  being  drown'd,    1 1 1 . 
Supposed  to  be  the  Builder  of  one  of  the  Pyramids, 

121. 

Ph/eniciaKs  xtz^'ivt  Circumcifion  from  the  Egyptians,    108. 

Look'd  upon  as  the  Inventors  of  Letters,  and  of  the 

Art  of  Writing,   306.     Paili.-ges  thereupon  from  Lu- 

canZTid  Brebeufy   307. 

Philip  King  of  Macedo?:,  reproaches  his  Son  for  adherirg 

to  his  own  Maxims,   21. 
Philip  IV.  King  of  Spain,  the  Intrigues  of  one  of  his 

Wives,  2 1  2. 
Philip  V.  King  of  Spain,  belov'd  and  well  ferv'd  by  the 
Cafiilians,  155.  Changes  the  Manners  of  his  Court, 
and  humbles  the  People,  171,  172,  Debafes  the 
Great  and  the  Noble,  202.  Has  had  able  Miniflers, 
particularly  Albcroni,  that  have  retrieved  his  Govern- 
ment,  207. 

Philip 
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FhiVip^  the  Cordelier^  forms  a  CroiTade  out  of  the  Ge- 
noefe  Women  for  the  Holy  Land,    iiy. 

Philofophers,  the  jFg-)'/'//<7«  Priefts  were  the  firft,  lo.  Had 
no  juft  Ideas  of  the  divine  Being,  1 1 ,  t^c.  Had  al- 
moft  all  the  fame  Syftem  as  Spinofa,  12.  Take  care 
to  conqeal  their  own  Faults,  22.  Only  value  their 
own  Philofophy,  29.  Admit  of  the  Plurality  of 
Gods,    188,    189. 

Philofophy  (true)  unknown  in  Spain y  296.  and  in  Portu- 
gal, 3  I  8.  School  Philofophy  very  much  defpifed,  265. 
Experimental  Philofophy  clear  and  intelligible  ;  the 
Speculative  obfciire  and  mexplicable,  49,  50.  The 
principal  Difficulties  of  the  latter  confill  in  a  Vacuum 
and  Infinity,   50,   5  r. 

Phyficians^  three  Days  enough  to  form  them,  42.  Their 
hazardous  and  rafh  Experiments,  44,  45. 

Pillar  of  Pompey,  the  largeft  and  talleft  in  the  World,  123. 
Piper  (Count)  propofes  to  C6^r.XII  to  keepPoland,  261. 

Pi/mire  and  Grafhopper,  a  Fable,   23. 

P/ato  had  feme  Notion  of  God's  Immateriality  ;  for 
which  he  is  reprov'd  by  Cicero,  11,  12.  His  Syfiem 
much  like  Spinofa'' s,  ib. 

Ploxfc  (Jeremiah)  the  Author's  Friend,   272. 

Plutarch  quoted  as  to  the  Origin  of  Evil,    134. 

Poets,  few  among  the  G£'/-/«fl;zj,  278,  279.  Many  and 
bad  ones  in  Spain,   302. 

Poland  might  be  a  Means  of  making  Germany  intirely 
Catholic,  254.  Was  once  almoft  all  Lutheran,  and 
may  be  io  again,  261.  Subdu'd  by  Charles  XIJ.  and 
given  to  Staniflaus,  ib.  The  Mufcovitcs  give  a  King 
to  it,   262. 

Politicians,  the  Vanity  of  their  Conjedures  and  Pie- 
didlions,   215. 

PoLLNiTz  (Baron  de)  the  Author's  Charadler  of  him, 
Pref.  Gen. 

Polygamy  in   ufe  among  the  antient  Je^.vs,  Mahometans^ 

k^c^  144.  Prohibited  in  the  iV^a^r^;/^  Dominions,  145. 

R   3  Polytheifm, 
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Polytheifmhe\\ev''dy   190,    191. 
Fompey's  Pillar  the  biggeft  in  the  World,  123. 
Pope^  feveral  of  his  Works  tranflated,   279. 
Popes  inflitute    100,000    kinds   of   Indulgence?,     136. 
Grant  them  to  the  Spedlators  of  the  Executions  by 
the  Inquifition,  228.    Hated  by  all  Seds,   259.      Are 
oblig'd  to  Ignorance  for   the  Eflablifhment  of  their 
Power,   265.  Great  Abufers  of  Religion,  ib.  and  266. 
They  formerly  laid  Kingdoms^  under  an  Interdicl-  at 
every  Turn,  but  durll  not  do  it  now,   268. 
*Port  Royal  Gentry  expos'd  to  great  Sufferings  by  their 

Love  of  Fame,  32. 
Portuguefe  great  Burners  of  the  "Jews,  15.  Infulted  by 
the  Spaniards,  whom  they  oblig'd  to  make  them  Satif- 
faftion,  206.  Admit  of  the  Inquifition,  230.  Very 
like  the  Spaniards,  but  more  lively,  and  properly  the 
Gafcons  oi Spain,  315.  Exceflive  PIe«^ors,  316.  De- 
li ver'd  from  the  Yol^e  o^  Spain  by  Richelieu,  ib.  Mor- 
tally hate  the  Spaniards,  who  don't  love  them,  316, 
A  remarkable  Inilance  of  it,  317.  Declare  for 
Charles  III.  againft  Philip  V.  316.  Even  more  fub- 
mifiive  to  the  Monks  than  the  Spaniards  are,  317. 
Their  Inquifition  more  fevere ;,  yet  have  a  great  ma<ny 
fccret  Jen^Js  among  them  that  are  Men  of  Eminence, 
317.  Sound  Philofophy  unknown  to  them,  318. 
Have  an  Academy  protedled  by  the  King,  319. 
Their  Friars  as  debauch'd  as  the  Spaniards,  ib.  Are 
fitter  for  Trade  than  the  Spaniards,  and  drive  a  con- 
fiderableone  with  the  J^T?^///?',  320.  Loft  great  part 
of  their  Conquefts  in  both  the  Indies,  ib.  Their  Wo- 
men beautiful  and  well  fhap'd,  but  the  Men  the  con- 
trary, 320.  Jealous  to  Excefs,  and  tlieir  Wives  mere 
Coquettes,  and  much  confm'd;  which  is  the  Occaiioa 
of-  horrible  Crimes,  and  efpecially  Inceft  j  which 
however  they  think  but  a  Pecadillo,  and  clear  them- 
felvcs  of  it  by  a  Trip  to  Rojne,  321.  Their  Houfes 
asclofeas  the  Ser*;glio's  of  the  T^urks,  ib.     The  very 

Couit 
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Court  has  a  Spice  of  that  Conllraint   and  Slavery, 

322. 
Preachers  repeat  their  Sermons  as  the  Petits  Maitrei  do 

their  Jokes,  91. 
Preceptors  generally  bad  in  Holland,  being  fcarce  better 

than  Monks,  ftripp'd  of  their  Habit,  and  pragmatical 

Parfons,   233. 
Predejlbiation,  an  Article  of  Divifion  between  the  Cal- 

'vinJJIs  2in6.  ArminianSy    182. 
Prejudices  extremely  difficult  to  get  rid  of,   117,   1 86,  to 

190. 
Pretlytertans  (Scots)  the  extraordinary  Conflraint  under 

which  they  kept  Charles  II.  210. 
Prefents  always  dangerous  to  public  Liberty,    1 96. 
Priejls,  Avarice  their  peculiar  Quality,   5. 
Prizes,  of  whatUfe  they  would  be  in  military  Schools,  47. 
Probity,  the  Foundation  of  Happinefs,   27. 
Procejfions,  a  very  ridiculous  one  at  Aix  in  Prcoence,  153. 

Another,    i  24. 
Protejiants  don't  damn   the   Papills,  tho'   it  wants  but 

little  of  It,   166.     The  Rapidity  of  their  Progrefs, 

and  Extent  of  their  Acquifitions,  250.     Are  as  am- 
bitious as   the  Papifls,    ih.    253.      Have  been  great 

Lofers  in   Germany,  ih.     Arc  not   Peifccutors,  259, 

260.     Reap  an  Advantage  from  the  Condud  of  In- 

tiocent  XI.   263,   264. 
Pro<vinces  (United j  loft  to  Spain  by  the  Cruelty  of  Philip 

II.    216.     Their  Republic  founded   on  an  Equality, 

198.     Their  Academies,  200. 
Pfamnieticus  look'd  upon  as  the  Buildei  of  the  Pyramids, 

120. 
Puff'endorf,  a  Man  of  the  firft  Rank  in  Learning,    27c. 

His  IVeatife  of  the  Law  of  Nature  and  Nations,  ib, 

A  Rival  of  Grotiiis,  ib. 
Pulto^a,  Charles  XII.   beat  there  by  the  C%ar,  261, 

See  Charles  XII. 
Purgatory^  compar'd  to  the  Metmp/ychojis,  ^d, 

Purgtj 
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Pufges  (flight),  operated  by  the  Help  of  Rhubarb,  Sena, 
and  Caffia,   43. 

Pyramids  of  Egypt,  their  Antiquity,  10,  122.  The 
Tombs  of  Kings  and  great  Men,  1 20.  One  of  them 
built  out  of  the  Earnings  of  a  Whore,  121.  See 
Rhodope. 

Pythagoras  teaches  the  Metetnpfychofis,  127,  ^c.  Com- 
mended by  O-vid  upon  that  Head,  ib.  His  Opinion 
receiv'd  by  all  the  Antients,  ib.  and  very  ill  confuted 
by  the  Moderns,   130. 

^ahrsy  their  Opinions  and  Culloms,  182,  to  184,  igr, 

^^f/'J?^/ expos' d  to  Suffering  by  the  Defire  of  Fame,   32.  c 

^ejiions  inexplicable  ;  Mankind  too  much  wedded  to 
them,   57. 

^detifmy  a  pafiive  Contemplation,  and  intimate  Union 
with  God,  which  fupplies  the  Place  of  all  the  Virtues, 
62.  A  dangerous  Opinion,  which  allows  the  Body  all 
manner  of  Pleafure,  provided  the  Mind  is  raifed  to 
God,  and  authorizes  the  moft  horrible  Diforders,  ib. 
Came  from  the  Eaft,  and  is  very  mnchefpoufed  by  the 
Monks,  61.  Books  of  this  Opinion  both  real  and 
imaginary,  63.  Very  much  combated  by  the  Bifhops 
and  Prieils,  64. 

^inquifia,  or  Jefuit's-powder,  a  Remedy  for  Fevers,  43. 

9uintiliany  his  Tellimony  that  the  Latin  is  extremely 
alter'd,  219. 

^ixot  (Don)  compar'd  to  Don  Inigo  of  Guipufcoa,  35 
to  39. 

R. 

RabhieSy  their  Abfurdities  greater  than  any  in  the  Alco- 
ran, 72.  An  Inftance  of  a  very  grofs  one,  ib.  They 
have  rendered  Judaifm  a  childiih,  contemptible  Reli- 
gion,  1 10. 

Races  kept  2iX.Montpelier,  45. 

Racine  cjuoted  againlt  the  Court  of  Rome,  263,  279. 

Raimond) 
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Raimondy  (de  Penaforty  St.)  a  Banter  upon  his  pretendsd 
Breeches,  245. 

Ramage»a?n,  a  (acred  Book  of  the  Indians,  135. 

Rape  abominable  by  Spanijh  Friars.  .,  ^ 

Raphael^  an  eminent  Painter  ;  his  Women  excellent 
Pieces,  115,  116,  117. 

Rapin  Thoyras^  his  Hiflory  of  England  very  well  writ, 
and  efpoufcd  even  by  the  Englijh,  zjj.  The  Conti- 
nuation of  it  very  bad,  ih. 

Rcafon  no  Guide  for  the  PapiAs,  3. 

Rebellions,  their  dreadful  Confequences,  155. 

Re  CO  I  lets,  are  Heroes  of  Gallantry  in  Portugal,  and  wear 
Ribbands  in  their  Shoes  of  the  fame  Colour  as  their 
Millreffcs  Liveries,  319. 

Rid  Sea,  its  Pafliige  by  the  Ifraelites  not  mentionM  by 
any  Writer,  1 1 1 . 

Refonncd  only  condemn  the  Wor(hip  of  Images,  and 
not  their  domeHic  Ufe,  7.  Allow  Liberty  of  Con- 
fcience  to  all  that  dwell  with  them,  tho'  tlieir  Bigots 
w^ould  gladly  perfecutc,  166.  'J'heir  Minirters  m?.r- 
ry'd,  but  not  well  paid,  nor  well  us'd  by  Calvin,  167. 
Only  differ  from  tlic  Armifiians  in  the  Article  ofPre- 
deilination,  182.  Lofe.Fr^;;:^^,  but  gain  £«^/(«W,  250. 
Perfecuted  by  Lenjois  XIII.  and  XIV.  251,  253.  All 
their  great  Lords  abandon  their  Religion,  252.  Could 
not  exped:!:  to  Hand  their  Ground  in  France,  258. 
Thofe  of  Hungary  proteded  by  the  Mnfcoiitcs,  265. 
And  by  Margaret  de  Falois,  271. 

Religion,  Princes  very  much  difpob'd  to  change  it,  253, 
254,  The  Influence  which  that  of  Sovereigns  has 
over  that  of  their  Subjecls,  251,  257.  For  the 
Romijh,  fee  PapiJIs.  Honeft  Men  in  all  Reli- 
gions, 2.  To  judge  of  a  Religion  from  the  Ac- 
counts given  of  it  by  thofe  that  oppofe  it,  is  like 
looking  for  Hiilory  in  the  Tales  of  the  Fairies,  79. 
The  plainer  Religions  are,  the  more  eafy  they  are  to 
be  defended,  80.  Moil:  of  them  overburden'd  with 
abufive  Culloms,  ib.     The  learned  fcem  to  adopt  all 

Rca- 
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Religions  in  their  Converfation  with  the  World,  169.  , 
They  occ^Xion  no  DiviHon  in  Holland,  ih.  All  Reli-  : 
gions  condemned  by  the  Je^:i  and  Papifts,  except 
their  own.  185.  How  difficult  is  it  to  conquer  religi- 
ous Prejudices,  107,  117,  186  to  190.  The  mc^il 
ridiculous  have  been  follow'd  by  the  greateft  Men, 
186,   187,  188.     And  believ'd  by  the  Vulgar,  191. 

Renaud,  his  Horfe  pafs'd  into  a  great  many  Hands  by 
Ariojio  and  Boyardo,  ^  5  ^  • 

Republics  that  are  very  polite,  have  no  great  Efleem  for 
Orators,  29.     Equality  in  them  is  necefTary,  194. 

Refurre[lion  fully  prov'd  in  the  Alcoran,  69. 

Renfjards  encourage  the  Defire  of  Glory,  47. 

Rhetoric  defpis'd  and  cenfured  by  Montaigne^  29. 

Rhetorician  only  admires  liis  own  Rhetoric,  29. 

R^hinjlurgians,  a  Se6l  fprung  from  the  Arminians,  \%'^, 

Rhodope  fuppos'd  to  have  built  one  of  the  Pyramids,  121, 

Rhubarb,  good  for  gentle  Purges,  43. 

Ribband,  red  or  blue,  what  will  not  fome  do  to  get 
one  \  47. 

Richelieu,  (Cardinal)  in  purfuance  of  the  Views  of  Henry 
IV.  humbled  Spain,  208.  Delivered  the  Portuguefe 
from  the  Spanip  Yoke,  316. 

Riches  generally  obtain  the  favour  of  the  Ladies,  20. 

Robhin,  a  Name  terrible  to  the  Lawyers  in  France,  96. 

R,ochefcucault,  his  Definition  of  Gravity,  288. 

Rod  of  Aaron,  its  Leaves  and  Bloffoms  preferv'd  at  Aix 
la  Chape  lie,  149. 

7?c/^««'s  Family  abandon  their  Religion,  252. 

Roland,  a  Banter  upon  his  Recovery  of  his  Horfe,  and 
of  Good  Senfe,   151. 

Romances,  a  Multitude  of  very  bad  ones  in  Spain,  and 
ingenioufly  criticised  by  Cer-vantes,  302.  There  arc 
as  many  bad  ones  in  France,   301. 

Romans,  now   one   of  the  vilefl  of  People,   9.     Derive 
their  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  their  Fables,  or  Religion,  , 
ixom  x\iQ  Greeks ,  5o5. 


Romcy. 
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'RomCy  its  Court  hated  by  all  Seds,  259.  Racine  quoted 
againft  it,  263.  Hated  by  many  Catholics,  263.  The 
Caufe  of  its  Dellrudlion,  265.  Remarkable  Paffages 
from  Gerfon  and  Pafquier,  againft  its  Undertakings, 
268.  Has  little  Attention  paid  to  it  in  France,  270. 
A  Trifle  may  fet  them  at  Variance.  271.     See  Popes, 

Rofcy  (St.)  one  of  the  Patroneifes  of  the  Myftics,  61,  91. 

Rotterdam  caufes  a  Statue  to  be  erefted  to  Erafmus,  236. 

Rubens,  an  excellent  Painter  ;  but  his  Pictures  have  fome- 
tliing  heavy  and  courfe,  115.  He  cannot  intirely  de- 
flroy  the  Fle?ni/h  Talle  in  Italy,  lb.  His  Luxemburg 
Gallery  an  admirable  Piece,  lb.  He  bred  up  able 
Scholars,    116. 

Rufo,  (John)  his  Aujlrlade  an  excellent  Piece  of  Poe- 
try, 303- 

S. 

^abatier  (Father)  a  Bofom  Friend  of  Father  Glrard,  64. 

Saints,  a  Detail  of  their  pious  Follies,  31;,  36. 

Saint  Ciran,  the  Defne  of  Glory  expos^'d  him  to  Suiter» 

ings,  32. 
St.  Peter'' s  at  Rome,  the  Punifhment  there  forlncert:,  321. 
St.  Pierre  (Abbot  de)  excufes  the  King  of  Siveden,  261. 
Salamanca  and  Sorbonne,  Doiflors,  how  they  differ,  305. 
Sanbenlto,  the  Garb  of  the  Wretches  condenm'd  by  the 

Incjuilition,  226. 
Sanches,  Jefuit,  a  loofe  Divine,  24S. 
Sando'val,  a   tolerable  Hillorian,  but  too  fuperftitious, 

298. 
Sarpl,  Father  PatJ,  a  very  faithful  Hiftorian,  276. 
Satyrs,   orj  Fauns,  left  imperfect,  according  to  the  idle 

Notion  of  a  certain  Rabbi,  becaufe  God  could  not 

finifh  them  in  the  hx  Days,   73. 
Salvages  cruelly  treated  by  the  Spaniards,  kindly  by  the 

Dutch,   200. 
Sa<vonarola  hangM  for  preaching  againll  the  Irregularities 

of  the  Court  of  Rome,  2  74. 
Saurln^  an  excellent  Preacher,  234, 

iaxony^ 
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Saxony,  the  Danger  which  the  Proterrant  Religion  is  in 
there,  253,  254,  t^c.  The  Eledors  quit  Lutheranifm. 
^     and  embrace  Popery,    250,   255.     The  Prejudice  it 
does  to  Germany,  251,  256. 

Sc^vcla  MutiushvLvns  his  Hand  in  a  Coal-fire,  227. 

Sche'velling,  half  of  that  Village  vvafh'd  away  by  the 
Sea,  237. 

Schoolmen  the  only  Ornament  of  the  Spanijh  Libraries, 
297,303. 

Schools  (  French)  in  Holland,  under  the  Care  of  difbanded 
Monks  and  iavvcy  Parfons,  239.  Military  ones  in 
France  ought  to  have  Prizes,  47. 

Sciences  lead  to  doubting  and  to  Truth,  5.  What  La- 
bour they  coft,  25,  26.  Of  no  Ufe  to  Happinefs,  27. 
Some  to  be  only  treated  as  Romances,  50.  Their 
Uncertainty,  ib.  Officers  would  be  thought  to  efleem 
them,  93.  Conne6led  one  with  another,  97.  Fa- 
vourable to  the  Proteilant  Religion,  265.  Cultivated 
by  the  Laity,  ib.  and  267.    Decline  mSpainy  2^6^ 

Sculpture,  the  Origin  of  it,  3  1 4. 

Sea,  the  Nurfeand  the  Enemy  of  the  Dutch,  237. 

Sebajliano,  a  Spanijh  Carmelite,  his  Intrigue  with  a  Lady 
oi  Setille,  243,  tffc. 

Seckendorf,  a  faithful  Hiflorian,  but  too  dilFafe,  278. 
Charader  of  his  Commentary  on  Lutheranifm,  ib, 

Se^s,  all  united  againll  Popery,  without  hurting  the 
Proteftant  Religion,  259.  Owe  their  Increafe  to  the 
Women,  271. 

Selim  conquers  Fg\pt  by  one  Battle,  and  caufes  the  Sul- 
tan Toncfnbey  to  be  hang'd,  106. 

Stna  good  for  gentle  Purges,  43. 

Seneca  owns  the  Epicurean  Notion  of  Pleafure  to  be  very 
infipid,  38.  Quoted  touching  the  Lazinefs  of  the 
Spaniards^  202. 

Ser<Tius,  a  Monk,  pretended  to  be  an  Aflbciate  widi 
Mahomet,  in  compiling  the  Alcoran,  75. 

Service  of  the  King,  the  Cant  Term  us'd  by  the  Officers 
to  pillage  the  Citizens  with  Impunity,  84. 

Shup 


INDEX. 

Sheep  as  teachable  as  a  Dog,  89. 

Shipping  numerous  at  Amjitrdam^   i  64. 

Shoemakers  Rebellion  in  Spai7i,  172. 

Siamefe  allow  of  a  Metetnpfychof.s,  128. 

5/V/7/«;/j  very  ignorant,  Dcdic.    They   abhor  Adultery, 

140. 

Silence  on  religious  Points  necefliry  for  Travellers,  104, 

Simeo7i  Stylites  Hood  forty  Years  together  on  the  Top 
of  a  Pillar,   36.  ■    ■        r 

Sins  cancell'd  among  the  Indians  by  the  Pronunciation  ot 
three  Words,  and  by  bathing  in  Rivers,  135. 

Sixtus  ^intus  (Pope)  fivourM  Henry  lY .  and  Queen 
Elizabeth  againft  Philip  II.  265. 

Shin,  Diforders  of  it,  cur'd  by  Brimflone,  43. 

Sleidan,  his  Hiftory  of  the  State  of  Religion,  and  the 
Republic,  under  Charles  V.  efteeni'd  by  all  the  Ger- 
mans^   '2.']  J'  •  L- 

Socrates  very  unhappily  married,  24.  A  Viaim  to  his 
Opinion  of  the  Unity  of  the  Deity,  190. 

Sodomites  reckon'd  Saints  by  the  Turks  znd  Egyptians,  14. 

Solimaine,  Painter,  excell'd  in  his  Art,  1 16. 

Solis  [Antony  de)  his  Hiilory  of  the  Conquefl  of  Mexi.ch 
good,  but  Huffed  with  too  many  Miracles,   297. 

Soloman,  the  iVlultitude  of  his  Wives  and  Concubine.% 

"    146. 

Sotomajor  [Don  James  de)  runs  the  Hazard  of  being 
puniOi'd  for  faving  the  Life  of  the  Queen  of  Spain, 

210,  21  I.  , 

So'vereigns,  their  arbitrary  Power  dangerous,  195.  Tneir 
Religion  draws  tlielr  Subje^s  into  it,  2^-1.  Are  very 
liable  to  change  it  for  Intereft,  253,254.  Are  very 
common  in  Germany,  289.  Their  Ambition  tiie 
Caufe  of  infinite  Mifchiefs,  292.  Are  only  to  be 
efteem'das  they  are  the  Fathers  of  their  People,  ih. 
Soul  has  no  innate  Idea,  13.  The  Nature  of  it,  57. 
Itfelf  proves  the  Being  of  a  God,  68.  Believed  by  the 
Indians  to  hQ  eternal,  132. 

Vol  III,  S  Spai^^ 


INDEX. 

SpaiKy  lofl  the  United  Provinces  by  the  Inquifitlon,  230. 
Puts  a  Mu  titude  ({  Jen.vs  to  Death  225,  230.  The 
French  increafe  Gallantry  and  Cuckoldom  here,  156. 
The  Court  is  chang'd,  but  the  People  flill  the  fame, 
171.  The  French  and  Flemings  come  hither  to  work, 
and  carry  away  great  Sums,  1 74.  Abounds  more  in 
Monkg  than  any  other  Country,  ib.  The  odd  gallant 
Cuilom  of  the  Court,  203.  The  Grandees  there 
have  difputed  with  the  Monks  a  long  time  for  the  Mi- 
r.iftry,  205.  Humbled  by  Richlieu,  207.  Well 
amended  by  Philip  V.  fo  that  two  or  three  good 
Reigns  may  reftore  it  to  its  former  Grandeur,  208. 
Its  Kings  fubjedl  to  a  Ceremonial  extremely  trouble- 
fome,  209.  One  of  its  Laws  very  whimfical,  and 
Jike  to  have  been  attended  with  a  fatal  Accident,  210, 
iffc.  The  Sciences  pine  here  under  the  hard  Slavery 
of  the  Inquifition,  296,  297.  Its  Aggrandifement 
hinder'd  by  the  Englijh^  320. 

Spaniards  Vanity  their  principal  Charafler,  281.  Their 
Pride  and  Ignorance,  34.  Their  Books  of  Doftrine 
bad,  72.  Character  of  their  Gallantry,  156.  Their 
Clergy  and  Friars  great  Fornicators,  158.  Their 
Prelates  very  fober,  ib.  Their  extraordinary  Gra- 
vity, z^.  and  159.  Their  vicious  Tafle  in  Theatrical 
Performances,  160.  They  fall  on  their  Knees  for  an 
Angelus  in  the  middle  of  a  Play,  161.  Their  Come- 
dians are  not  excommunicated,  ib.  Their  Opprelfions 
give  occalion  to  the  great  Improvement  of  the  Dutch 
Commerce,  163.  Their  very  extraordinary  Manners^ 
and  their  general  Charadler,  170,  l^c.  Their  Inns 
and  Cabarets  detellablcy  1 70.  Are  not  at  all  chang'd, 
171.  As  i^oor  and  as  naily  as  they  are  proud,  ib. 
Are  exceffively  haughty,  ib.  Were  formerly  very 
feditious,  and  now  very  fubmiiTive,  172.  Their  Ma- 
giitrates  Extortioners,  173.  Their  extraordinary  La- 
zinefs,  ib.  Get  but  little  by  their  Fleets,  and  let  all 
their  Money  go  abroad,  174.  Tyranny  of  their 
Priells  and  Monks,  175.     Whofe  fouleft  JDeeds  they 

defend 
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defend,  ih.     Their  horrid  Treatment  of  the  Indians^- 
200.      Their  Nobility  and  Grandees  proud,  icornful* 
grave,   flaggiili,  and  Slaves    to  the  Monks   and   the- 
Ladies,   202.     But  are  very  much  humbled  by  Fhi- 
lip  V.    174.      Infult  the  Portnguefey  and  make  them. 
Satisfadlion,   206.     Their  inveterate    Hatred  to  the 
French^    202,    2.14.     What   Frajice  has   taken  froni 
them,  215.     Their  King  oblig'd  to  be  at  the  Auto's- 
dc  Fe  of  the  Inquifition,  and  there  to  take  the  Oath  ta* 
the  Grand  Inquifitor,  226.     Their  Grandees  and  No- 
bility ferve    the  Executioners   as   if  they  were  their 
Footmen,   227.      Their    Naxarevifm   horribly  cruel,, 
228.     The  Slavery  of  their  Wives,  and  their  Debau- 
chery with  the  Monks,    240,   l^c.     Make  their  Jea- 
loufy  truckle  to  their  Superllition,  241.   Their  Monks 
Devils,  in  Comparifon  with  the  Italians^  248.   They 
play  on  the  Guitar  under  the  Windows  of  their  Mi- 
IlreiTes,    whereas     the    Friars    go    boldly    into   their 
Houfes,    158,  249,  280.     Their  Hillorians  vifionary 
and  ridiculous,  276,  297,,  298.     Their  Gallantry  in- 
fipid,  ridiculous  and  impertinent,.  281.     They  CA'plaia. 
their  Meaning  by  Signs,   and  by  their  Fingers^  213,. 
As  foon  as  they  are  married,  they  tyrranize  over  their 
Wives,   281.     Are    excefTively    felf-conceitsd,.    2S3,. 
Their  Jealoufy  the  Confequence  of  their  V'anity  rather.- 
Chan  of  their  Tendernefs,  282,  283-     The  Abufe  of 
their  Marriages,  ib.     They  have  totally  reeeiv.ed  the.- 
Council  of   Trent,    284.     Many  Foreigners  become- 
grave  and  ridiculous  in  their  Country,,  2 07.     Their. 
Libraries  very  bad,  296.  They  dare  not  think,,  297. 
Have  fome,.  tho'  few,  valuable  Hiitorians,  ihi    Tiieir 
horrid  Cruelties  in  America,   attefted  by  Htrrera-^indl 
las  Cafas,  299.    Have  a  great  many  Romance-wri- 
ters,   296,   301.     The  ingenious  Criticii'm  of  themt 
by  Cer'uantes,  302;     Their  Poets  numerous,,  but  ge- 
nerally bad,  ih.     Their  Divines  very  bad,,  and  ban- 
ter'd  by   Fafcal,.  303,.    304,.    Mere  Bullies  of  the.- 
forluguefey  3 1 0.     A  remarkable  Inllance.  of"  it,,  3 17. 
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Spanijh  Women  jealous  to  Fury,  and  a  fatal  Inflance  of 
it,  282,  283. 

Sparta.     See  Lacedcemon. 

Spinofay  his  Syftem,  that  of  moft  of  the  antient  Philofo- 
phers,  II.  He  denies  a  Vacuum,  and  demonftrates 
the  Principles  of  Des  Cartes  geometrically,  55.  Quoted 
as  to  the  Divifibility  and  Indivifibility  of  Atoms,  56. 

StaniJIaus  \Ti2Ldt]Lir\^oi Polandhy  Charles  Xl\.  oi Sive^ 
de-n,  261. 

States  in  Germany,  numerous  but  fmall,  289.  See  Em- 
pires and  Kwgdoms. 

States-General  oi  the  United  Pro'vlnces  only  the  Organ  of 
the  Republic,  and  depend  on  their  Principals,  199. 

Statius  quoted  as  to  the  Cuckoldom  oi  Amphitryon ,  i\2, 

Statues  formerly  very  numerous  at  Romey  233.  Hillory 
Q^  Erafmus,  236. 

Stone  fo  large  that  a  fine  Houfe  was  made  of  it,  112. 

Studies,  very  many  ufelefs  and  unfuccefsful,  57,  58. 

Style  of  a  great  many  Compilers  inH(7//««<^detefl:abIe,2  35. 
That  of  Painting  very  difficult  to  correal,  1 28. 

Suarez,  a  loofe  Divine  of  a  "Jefuit,  248, 

Suhjefts  naturally  adhere  to  their  Sovereign's  Religion, 
251,257. 

Sulphur y  a  Remedy  for  cutaneous  Diforders,  43. 

Sun,  a  Miracle  told  of  it  with  regard  to  Charles  V's 
Viiflory  over  the  Proteftants,  298. 

Siiperfiitiouy  the  Vulgar  extremely  addifled  to  it,  7.  Sup- 
ported and  increafed  by  the  Avarice  of  the  Clergy, 
154.    The  Italians  fcarce  ever  to  be  cur'd  of  it,  238. 

5avf^^»  intirely  Proteftant,   251,  253. 

Syrians  receive  Circumcifion  from  the  Egyptians^  108. 

T. 

talents  not  to  be  forc'd,  105.  Some  peculiar  to  certain 
Countries,  117,  290. 

Talmud  far  more  ridiculous  than  the  Alcoran,  72.  Its  Im- 
pertinences not  admitted  by  Jei<cs  of  the  beft  Senfe,72. 

lamhourin,  a  forry  Divine  of  a  Jefuit,  100,  304. 

Tartar^ 
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Tartar,  Emetic,  Love  comparM  to  it,  283. 
Tajh  trar.flated  into  divers  Languages,  279. 
Theatre  (Frettch)  very  common  in  Germany^  295.     Sp^^- 

nijh,  fantaftical  and  irregular,  159.      See  Comedy. 
There/a   (St.)  one  of  the  Patronelles  of  the  Myftics,  her 

vifionary  Writings  taken  for  Revelations,   61. 
Thou,  why  ufed  by  the  fakers  rather  than  Tou^    183. 
Thuanus,  a  faithful  Hiftorian,  276. 
Tintorct,  an  excellent  Painter,   117. 
Tirant  le  Blanc,  one  of  the  three  befl  Spanijh  Romances, 

302. 
Titian  an  excellent  Painter,  116,  117, 
Titles  the  Invention  of  human  Pride,   183.     Thofe  of 

Books  alterM  to  get  off  bad  Impreflions,  234. 
Toleration  (great)  in  Holland,   166,  178. 
Toncfnbey,  the  laft  Sultan  of  Eg)pt,  conquer'd  by  Selim, 

who  caus'd  him  to  be  hang'd,  106. 
Topinambous  think  Vegeance  the  Road  to  Heaven,  1 4. 
Torres  (Don  Lexvis  de  las)  runs  the  Rifque  of  Punifhment 

for  faving  the  Life  of  a  Queen  of  Spain,  210,  211. 
Tournaments,  Images  of  the  antient  Olympic  Games,  46. 

The  Death  of  Henyy  II.  puts  an  End  to  them,  47. 
Traditions  the  War-horfe  of  Popery,  3. 
Tranjlations  from  good  Authors,  279. 
Travellers,  how  circumfped  they  ought  to  be  in  religious 

Matters,    104.     The  Generality  travel  to  no  Purpofc, 

and  frivolous  Motives  of  many  of  them,  293. 
Trembling  aftedled  by  the  fakers  in  their  pretended  In- 

fpirations,  i  84. 
Trent  (Council  of)  authorizes  Marriages  made  without 

the  Parents  Confent,    284.     Is  received  in  France  for 

Dodrine  only,  and  not  for  Difcipline,  285. 
Trenjifani,  an  excellent  Painter,   1 16. 
Truth,  Doubting,  the  way  to  come  at  it,  5. 
Turban,  the  Naxarenes  in  the  Le'vant  forbid  to  wear  it,  77. 
Turks  look  upon  Sodomites  as  Saints,    14.     As  fober  and 

phlegmati<:  as   they   are  naturally,    they  become  gay 

and  merry  in  Egypt,  107.     Their  Children  born  there 

become  common  Soldiers,  ib,  Tur- 
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Turpin  (ArchbHhop)  did  not  fiied  Blood  with  the  Sword,. 

but  knock'd  People  on  the  Head  with  a  Club,  151. 
Tutors  corrupt  Youth,  58. 

V  and  U. 
Vacuum^  an  inexplicable  Queilion  of  Natural  Philofophy^ 

50.   Admitted  by  the  Epicureans  and  Gajfendifts,  51, 

i^c.  Rejedied  by  the  Peripatetics  d.nd  Carte/tans^  56. 
Valencia   (Kingdom  of)    abounds  with  Robbers  and  Af- 

faffins,  176. 
Valenzuela,  his  Rife  from  a  Page  of  the  Duke  de  la  hi- 

fantado  to  a  Spanijh  Grandee  of  the  firil  Oafs,  203. 

His    Difgrace    and    Baniihment    to    the    Philippine 

Iflands,   204. 
Vandyke,  an  excellent  Painter,  deferv'd  the  Name  of  Rur-^ 

bens  refin'd,  115.     Much  more  corred  in  his  Defigns 

than  all  his  Countrymen,  ib. 
Vanini,  his  abominable  Vanity,  and  the  Particulars  o£ 

his  Death,  31. 
Va7iity,  the  learned  have  more  of  it  than  they  care  to^ 

difcover,  26  to  3,3.     They  are  full  of  it^  yet  write 

againft  it,  ib. 
Varillas  not  all  to  be  credited,  276. 
Vatican  Thunder  quite  harmlefs,  268. 
Vega  (Lopez  de)  a  good  comic  Spanijh  Author,  1 60.  His 

Pieces  very  much  neglefted  by  the  Spaniards,  ib.     But 

much  efteem'd  by  Corneille,  who  took  his  Mentor  from; 

him,  303. 
Venereal  Maladies  cured  by  Mercury,  42. 
Venetians  not  very  religious,  263,  and  Dedic, 
Vengeance  reckon'd  by   the   Ton-pinambous,  the  Path  to- 

Heaven,  14. 
Vetiiusy    a    famous   Painter  of  Anfwerp,  but  dull  and 

heavy,  115. 
Venta's,  deteftable  Inns  in  Spain,  170,  171. 
Venus  wounded  at  the  Siege  of  Troy,  193.    Her  vile  Em- 
ployments, ib.  Her  Statue  in  the  Medids  Family,  an. 

excellent  Piece,,  104. 
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Firgtly  a  fine  Paflage  of  his  relating  to  the  Metempfy- 
chofis,  129.     Qaoted  as  to  the  Towers  of  Cybele,  2^2. 

Virgil,  Bilhop  of  Saltzburgh^  perfccuted  for  believing 
the  Antipodes,  297. 

Virtue,  one  of  the  Sources  of  Happinefs,  27. 

Vir<vcs,  (Chrijio'val)  his  Montferrat  a  good  Poem,  303. 

Vitruariiis,  a.  learned  FrofeiTor  at  Ley  den,  234. 

Vinjacity,  the  Inhabitants  of  cold  Countries  don't  want 
it,  as  y/r/y/^z/f  imagin'd,  278. 

^^//^r/Vf  quoted  concerning  Charles  II.  210.  and  con- 
cerning trtte  Grandeur,  291, 

Votaries,  Female  Societies  of  them,  60.  Many  of  them 
renounce  Matrimony,  and  yet  have  all  the  Pleafures 
of  Love,  63.  The  four  principal  ones  belonging  to 
Father  Girard,  ib.  They  are  Procurefies  in  Spain,  1 5  7. 
Are  fpiritually  related  to  the  Monks,  ib. 

Voyages,  how  ufeful  for  the  Knowledge  of  Maaikind,  144. 
One  perfedlly  miraculous,  149. 

Vnderjlanding,  being  limited,  ought  not  to  fearch  for 
what  exceeds  its  Bounds,  50.  Cannot  be  convinced 
by  Perfecution,  1 80.  A  Colle^lion  of  the  Imperti- 
nencies  of  the  Monks,  would  make  a  good  Hiflory 
of  its  Errors,  72.  Or  to  travel  into  Spain,  170. 

Vni^-erfe,  its  beautiful  Order  the  bell  Proof  of  the  Being 
of  a  God,  67. 

Vfurpers.     See  Conquerors. 

W. 

Wallin,  his  Panegyric  on  the  French,  274. 

Whigs  charge  Mary  Stuart  with  Adultery  and  Murder, 
and  give  iier  over  to  the  D 1,  277. 

Wifdoin,  the  Defire  of  it  not  fo  great  a  Spur  to  the  Learn- 
ed as  the  Defire  of  Praife,  30.  Can  only  be  acquired 
by  the  Study  of  the  Hearts  of  Men,  139. 

Wit  the  general  Aim  and  Idol  of  the  French,  93,  94. 

Wi-1'es,  few  but  what  the  Men  would  gladly  be  rid  of,  24. 
Their  Plurality  tolerated  by  the  antient  Jcnxs,  146* 
Their  Unity  a  Pagan  Cuftom,  145. 

Women^ 
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IVcmen^  the  promifcuous  Ufe  of  them  among  divers  NavJ 
tions,  15.  Their  Intrigues  at  the  Opera's,  18.  Their-' 
Favours  determin'd  by  Interell,  20.  Are  vain  and 
fruitful  in  Stratagems  to  hide  their  Vices,  22-.  Alto- 
gether capricious,  24.  They  eafily  engage  in  Myfti- 
cilm,  61.  The  ridiculous  Behaviour  of  the  French 
Officers  to  them,  91,  92.  They  increafe  Se£ls,  271. 
Thofe  of  Portugal  beautiful,  but  inconftant,  3  20,  3  2 1 . 

Wnjiling  exercis'd  at  Montpeller,  45. 

Writing  invented  probably  by  the  Patriarchs,  306.  Found 
out  by  Degrees,  and  perfedled  as  Occafion  required, 
314,  Communicated  to  the  Greeks  by  Cadtnus^  306. 
Paliages   thereupon   from  Luc  an  and    Brebeiif,    307. 

I  The  Americans  Writing  like  that  of  the  Egyptians, 
314.  Womens  Hand-writing  being  very  irregular, 
fliew  how  the  Hehrenv  was  read  without  Vowels  or 
Points,  308,  ^c. 

World,  its  beautiful  Order  a  Proof  of  the  Being  of  God,  6  7. 

y. 

Touth,  the  Prejudices  they  imbibe  from  their  Governors, 
58.  Fatal  Coniequences  of  their  Marriages  without 
the  Parents  Confent,  285,  286. 

Tpecacuana,  a  Remedy  for  Dyfenteries,  43. 

Z. 

Zacharias   (Pope)  perfecutes  Bifhop  Virgil  for  believing 

Xkit  Antipoies,    297. 
Zeal  extravagant    for    Religion,    a  pernicious  and  de- 

tcilable  Elindnefs,  Folly  and  Rage,  119. 
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